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| that Antient, Famous, Pleaſant, and excellent 
Hiſtory ; written Originally in Italianithen 


| Tranſlated into ch, and now 
* : rendred Engliſh By F. x. 
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1 to be ſold at his Shop in Fan · Church Street 
over againſt the Sign of the Robin 
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The Preface 


bo 18 ,Honeths agoe 1 did 
write and publiſh, The Fa- 
mous Hiftery of Don Belli- 
anis of Greece, ar The Ho- 
nour of Chivalry, in three 
Parts; Ia my Preface to 
the Reader | gave an ac- 
count of moſt of the Hiſto- 
| | ries that are Printed and 
publiſhed in aur Engliſh Tongue, I did recommend 
them in general to thy reading, but I was more par- 
ticular in my recommendations of aus entitled, The 
Seven Wiſe e Ad aſters, for | placed it inthe Front na- 
mein it the firſt of all others. It being of ſo great e- 
ſteein in Ireland, that next to the Horn-book and 
knowledge of Letters, Children are in general put to 
re ad in it, and I know that only by that Book, ſeveral 
haue Learned to read well, ſo great is the pleaſure 
that young and old take in reading thereof. 

Since my writting” that Book, I chanced to meet 
with an old Back entitled, The Hiſtory of Prince E- 
raſtus in French, aud apon reading ſome part of it, I 
found it to be not only The Hiſtory of Eraſtus, but alſo 
of The Seven Wiſe e Maſters of Rome; and ſo con- 
teine all thoſe Stories that are in the fermer Book of 
* $008 | LT 2 ; the 
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: The Preface 


the ſeven Wiſe Maſters ; | gompared them one with an 
other and ſaw that though the ſeveral Stories were a- 
like, yet my French book was much the better, bring 
larger and conteining more variety of Stories then the 
Engliſh one, which was not only very flirt in the Sub- 
Fance but alſo ſo old in the language that it was hardly 
good ſence : | therefore thought it might be worth my 
while to Tranſlate and print this French book j where- 
fore] fell to work and have now perfected it tomy great 
coft and trouble, my coſt hath been extraordinary in the 
Pictures, for Ihave beſtow:d more on this botk then are 
in gny book of this bigneſs in Enpliſh ; ſo that the Rea- 
der may read every particular of all the Hiſtories in 
Viiture; and indeed Picture is not only convenient but 
nec eſſary in all Hiſtories of this nature, there is ſo great 
affinity between them,that Pick are is ſaid to bi Dumb 
or ſilent Hiſtory. c Hiſtory to be (peaking Picture there 
being 4 Poet ical Art robe uſed in both, Pictoribus at- 
que Poetis. This boo hei ug thus charg able to me, I hope 
the Reader wil conſider inc in the price. If the former 
were ſo well accepted, I deub: not but this will be as will 
received; for as it exceed; that in price. ſo | do aſſure 
thee it exceed; that in weh & then haſt now all that 
Was ever written an his ſubjcct in any language what- 
ſeever. for | haut o Tranſbuted the French book, 
bat alſo compared it wit the Originall in Italian, and 
added to that all that hath hee written in Engl iſh. 
Me hav? ſeveral broks of this nethre in Englith, viz 
Novels, bur they are all tranſia un, and trowgh more 
neat and meteiſh, y es come far ſhort in worth and ſub- 
ſtance to this, none is in any reſpect ſo lilę this at one of 
my own compoſition, it i: called The Ualucky Citi- 
zen ; and in every reſpett much like this, for is this 
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The Preface: | 
of Eraſtugizs an Unlucky or Unfortunate Prince, (I 
may well Term him ſo, that for ſeveral daysteget her 
expected when ho ſhould be led to the Gallows and 
executed for a fact which he was Innocent of; ) ſo in 
that is an Unlucky or Unfertunate man, as zou may at 
large read in that Story, and bath this bookand that are 
Stored with variety of Examples and Hiflories, and 
both alike adorned with Picture. In the concluſion of this 
book the Maligne influences of the Stars being paſt our 
Unlucky or Unfortunate Prinse, is cliered from tbe 
Crime for which he was accuſed, and is Fuſtified to al 
the world , being thereby in a very good and happy con- 
dition: and our Unlucky or Unfortunate Citixen bath 
good hopes that the Maligne influence of his Stars are 
over, and that his condition will be for the future proſ- 
perous and ſuccesful,or at the leaſt more ſereen then for- 
merly howe ver Fiat Dei Voluntas. Although this book 
of Prince Eraſtus is as compleatly finiſhed as you can ex - 
pect it; yet that of the Unlucky Citizen 1 nor, for 1 
intend ſuddenly ro proſecute the Story not only of my 
many mis fortunes , but to furniſh it with more 
variety of Novels or Examples; neither fhall it 
be wanting of Precepts as well as Preſidents, and ſuch 
as ſhall be Profitable, and ef good and generall uſe for 
Readers of any quality ; ſo that | queſtion not, but is 
will be worthy thy Peruſal 
Although this preſens Hiſtory of Eraſtus is Stored 
with variety of Navels, yet tory arc moſh to one pur- 
poſe, to demonſirats a n the Wit, Cunning, and 
wickedneſs ef Laſriviou: W.,1:;z you have many 
examples to prove 4115, and bat 1 may gu ne you 4re- 
liſhing tal of what is * tec Sauk, £590 16 dlanus ta re- 
2 A 3 12 


The Pre ſace. 


Late one in the Preface. 


An old rich Gentleman being married to a young | 
wanion Lady, her hwband being ſomew bat wanting 


in his Noctarnall duty, ſue placed that affetion dus 


to him on 4 Soldier; and although ſhe was carefal to 


conceal her Liſcentious paſſion, yet the Old man being 
Jealous ſoon perceived it, but to be more certain of what 
be doubted, he pretends a journey for ſome days, and 
taking mene) away be goes. 

his Lady had acquainted an old Matrona with her 
Amours. who bad informed the Soldier that it was his 
god fortune to be loved by ſuck a Lady; he being atrue 
Sen of Mare, was very well pleaſed with this hopeful 
enjoyment of ſo fair a Venus and nothing Was want 
3s to h, Conjuntiion but an opportunity, Which was 
now come by the abſerice of the Old man, of which the 
Soldier having notice he according to orders walked be- 


fore the Gate of the houſe that Evening, gxpetting ad 


mitrance. | 

Ihe hu bind having flaied thereabints all day, at 
night returned h mie. and found the Soldier attendin 
which cauſed him to ſuſpect the occaſion, and his loft 
pit ion was confirmed. when he caine ino the houſe and 
found a banquet prepared, and his wife ready to ro- 
cerve ber Champion She was ſo ſurprixed at her 
b1u5b.izids appearance, that ſh: could not make hun any 
reaſonable anſwer to the many queſliens be proppunded 


where fore bis paſſion being raiſed againſt ber be reſal- 


ved to be revenged on hey, which be thus Feat: j be 


ſtrip d her waked and ſo led her to a Pond. in the middle 
whereof be ty'd hey faſt to a Poſt, thinking by that 
hears 100! that heat that had occaſioned. her malady 
aud bis jcaulouſie. 8 f ü 

| | | Tuc 
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The Preface: 
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The Soldier having worn out his patience with attctis 


dance, went to the old womans who had been lis broke. 
er in this intended Merchandize ; and tells ker of his 


fritirteſs attendauce ſhe wonders at it and i reſenily goes 
back with him to the houſe, where baving a Key ſhe en- 
rerstbe Gate, andltaving the Sceldver in an outer Court 


went rowards the henſe, where ſhe ſaw the young Lady 


in the Pond in the manner her husband had lefs ker. 
After ſome fmall Dialogue, whereby they both under- 


ſteod how the Stats of their aff air ftood ; the young La 


dy baving ſtill a mind to enjoy her Gallant, it was 4+ 
greed that thi old one Gould unflrip and ſtand in her 
Stead, whileſifhe went to her Lover. Toe young woman 


being dreſſed in the Ola womans cloathes went to the. 
Soldier, wh at firſt took her tobe rne Matron, but by? 
her ſpeech fintling it to be otherwiſe, he ſoon enjoyed 


thoſe pleaſwres they had ſo long defired. _ 2 
The old Gentleman who was gone to bed could not ſleep 
for thinking of that nights adventure, and believing 
that he was not ſwfficeently revenged on his wife he 
reſolves on a further. and leaving bis bed goes down 10 
the place where he left bis wife, and utters outragious 
ſpeeches againſt her, which the old woman who was 
there, thought was beſt rot to anſwer but to remain ſi- 
lent ; at which he was ſo enraged that having a Knife 
in one hand he took her by the noſe and cut it off throw: 
ing it at her face, and wiſhing her to preſent it to her 
Lover, be returns tobed. Soon after the Lady baving 
taken leave of ber young man, returnes to the old wo- 


man; who although al mo dead with her wound gives 


her an account of ber misfortune, ſhe hears this Story 
with admiration, eſlceming her ſelf doubly happy in ha- 


ng . enjoyed ber friends love, and eſcaped her hus- 


bnads fary: and now fhe comforts the old woman by 


= 


* 


promiſcing her a great reward. This. paciſied ber, and 


lbe young woman believing that the worſt was pait &, 
that better was to come, unt y dil old one, and again, 


took her place inthe water, where having contriu dow 
t mannage her matter ſo as to come off with bononr , || 
Jhe thus plaid her trick. Believing that ber husband 
was within hearing as indeed he was, Sut with a Low 
voice makes a heavy complaint againſt him that bad ſq 
Wi ongd bis iunocent and chaſt wife, and then ſhe Im- 
Plores rhe Afſiflance of Diana and all the other Goddeſs: 
ene Chaſtity and Marriage to vindicate her and that 
they would ſhew ſome example on her, to demonſirate 
her Chaſtity , and if they pleaſed tobe ſo gracious to her 
to reſtore that former Beauty which her husband had 
deprived her of, by raſh & unhumane cutting . off her 
noſe, This was the ſum of ber complaint & prayer, & 
toen continuing for ſome time ſilent (he at len bi brake | 


the heavenly powers for ber reſtoration, calling io her 
hurband to come and ſee the token of ber innocince: He 
being amazed at this diſcourſe was reſolved to try the 
truth, & riſting out of his bed lighted a candle, ment 
down and comes to his wife, and beholding her face finds 
it whole and ſound : whereat ſtanding amazed he began 
to deteft his raſpneſs and fear heavens vengeance and 
deprecating the wickedneſs of bis imyions fury ;be loof- 
eh bi moſt cbaſt wife and brings ber again ta her bed, 
ſhe by this means recovering both ber neſe && the affection 
of ber husband. And now Reader let this Story ſuf- 
Tice as the firſt Diſh of meat j ou are to have at this han- 


ſorth inte lowd exclarmations K joy & thankſgiving to 


guet, which | hope will pleaſe your pallet 3 whereforet 
Pra) fal too and much good may it do you. Inde 
K Yours, Eta. Kirxman. 
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the Enparer Diocleſian delivers bir Sent Edafhaiy 

te ſeven Philoſophers to be inſtructed in wil» thi 

„Aris, and Sciences. The Empreſs the Aorhey 
| oY Eraſtus dyes. * n. 
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1 * The eye Feaſtus and 
tat Superb and Tryumphant City, he being mar: 0 
x 2 to- n very fair and virtuous Princeſs : Rad by 
ra a ſo well proportioned, and of A: 
Tome auty, chat every one concluded kim to 
be more Divine than Humainy in ſuch manner that 
the, aFeon which allthe world had for the f 
larities and graces of this young Prince, canfed 
q that the name of Huhn was given to him, which] 21 
F is as moch as- 10 lay amiable ; and althengb hell cl 
"iP waburyet in hiv very infancy, yet in chat tender} k 
ge, every one concluded that in time this young || fi 
Prince Would arrive to very great — 
| — not ey any thing inferiour ro the other | 0 
3 ſſorsz and moreover there f th 
2 — Aſtrologer, Diviner, tt 
vr Chyromancer, who did not e- 
y ent reſpediyely finde by his Art, that accord -I 4. 
70. cke influences of the Czleftiat Planers, this | K. 
ld ſhould be of un admirable Spirit z very ſin- | #1 
„ gular in all Sdences, and accompliſhed in all man- ft 
ner of virtue, wherein the Emperor took ſogrent | EI 
content a5 the Majeſty of his degree, and the gran- || ac 
deur of ſuch a Father did rec uire , purpoſing on his | W 
part not to fruſtrate ſo op 2 Neture,bot t to uſe his 
endeavour torenderhis Son,foch as the opinion of the | ta 
world had conceived of him. And for aſmuch as nei- | w 
ther {iluſtrious blood, good Conſtallatiom, nor large | 8: 
Ea tes, are not of themſelves ſufficient to render a || * 
men great, if Nature] be not helped and aſſiſted by | 
Sciences and Vertues ; therefore (6 ſoon xs this In- l 
fant Crafts was of an Age fit for to learn, the Em- | W 
—. vided himſelf of the moſt knowi 
at he dale ben ar = n be i 
: ' firued, 
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0 the ſeven wiſe Aaſers of Rome. 3 
1 Rrufted, vader whoſe tuition he ſo well profiteds 
that at the 2ge of ten years he began to have a taſte 
of the ſecrets of Phyloſoghy ; and the goed Em. 
| perour very well knowing that the Wiidome and 
Prudence of the Son, does ordinarily redound 16 
the glory of the Father, and 2 reſolving 
to render his Son perfect in Phyloſephy, he (from 
chi] amongſt all the Wiſe Men of his Empice ) made 
be 25 of ſeven * ers, of whole * 1 
ler knowledge he ufficieng experience, that 

| might confidently commit the charge of ſuch a Pers 
* | ſon, who in time might ſucceed tu the Government 
er of the great Roman Empire Theft havi 
re thos 1 = Son to hey LH —— 
r. chem to inſtruct him with teſt dexterity, as 
e- | well in Vertue and good Menes, as in Lerters, 
A. and all ſorrs of Sciences, that all the world might 
is | Know of What 2 Father this young Prince was Son: 
n- ind by what admirable Maſters he had been ins 
n- | firvcd , promiſing to theſe Phyleſophers very 
at | great recompences, belides the Honour they wont 


n- acquire of all the World, by the good deftrine 


* 


iis | wherein they would inſtru the Prince, 
is | Theſe Philoſophers having with m | 
he | taken this charge, by reaſon of the Divine Spirit 
j- | which they knew to be in the young Ereflus, whi 
re | gwe them hopes that they ſhould attzin to great 
2 | konour in the execution thereof ; and that . 

y | might the better execute it, they made choice of a 
1 

; 


place without the City of Rome, which was very- 
- | well ſeitusted, and enriched with all things neceſſa- 
x for the entertainment of many ſor ia the firſt! 
lee, the Air way there very temperate, there m 
: 83 very 
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god Arithmeticinn, &ready to caſt up any ac 
Geometry, he not only underſtood the 11 10 
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dry pleifa Salk, Eviches whth fair Fooothing 
the ptayn wil very tonſiderabſe, for the great num 
ber of Springs and Rivers, Which running throu 
char laff tet in 2 läfile like, "Which was furhiſhe 
Wich ul ſorcs f Fifires : there might you ſee all for, 
uf trees, in well Fruĩt- trexs a others, and all the 
Fields eftatne led with Flowers according to the ſeas 
for all xccompenied with's World of Birds, who 
Their various Notes, rendred # continual Harmo- 
By both night inddzy. In this pleaſant place was 
2 Pilkét buiſt for ie Prince Eraftas, that he might 
 bewſomedifiance'from” the noiſe of the City o 
Ronie': whert he ſo plyed bis ftudy, that you coul 
etdly' diftingoiſh* whoſe affection was preatelt, 


eher us M Lestning, or his Maſters in infirudti 


bim: addalcho Aer eee c 
c we ver he eſteemed of no othet 


of hiv quality 7 


_ eeatneſs, Par chat which vertue "ſhould inſttuct 


him in; in fiich Manner, thar he not only ſurpaſſed 


the kope Hen Kad been conceived of him; but he 


Alſo zftotiſhed$is Maſters, becauſe they cov'd not 
reach him ty/thing bot what fre ſoon l-arnt with, 


- advartage. He Was excellent in all the ſeven liberal” 
An fat, Rift he was a g 'Crammarian , by, 
that means earning to ſpeak property and correQ-. 


ey. By Logick he found out reaſons to Ciſcern a, 
falſe propolition from'# irne one, he »Ifo profited To. 
well in'Rhecorick and Oratory, that by his well. 
ſpeaking, he perſwaded what he pleaſed, & diſwaded, 
what he hada mind ſhoyld appear iN the was ally > 
chunt: 
oa of the Exrih; bur alſo many orlief plesſant 
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the ſeu wiſe Maſera d Rbn ett Þ 
poſitions : as for Mulick he could by his voices 

of make an entire and perfect Hatthony'y In fie hd 

learned by Aftrology, not only the wourſe of dhe 

Stars, bur alſo tie ir inflüences, which ſoretel things 

to come : — he had the knowledglof 

all things requiſite to the perfection of man, imm _ - 

manner that in ten years wherein ke was unde the 

tuition of the ſeven Phyloſophers ; he war u &; 

only a good, Scholler, bur fugpaſſed in knowiedg | 

thoſe Mafters that kad inſtructedo him. Finall 

; there did ſhine in him all the gooll':grates "as 


well of Body, as of mind",»fot1hbe::abtorrid/alD 
Vices, and on te cantrary, Nueiciſed all, (arwof- 
vl Verive, paſting his time in Diſputations with his 
t, Maſters: in which he took very much —.— | 
Advit This rime it was thar the Empreſs t N 5 
me departed this life; and Eraſtas being advet- 
er tiſed of it, although he had þs Tender a love for 
al her, as any Child could have for a Mother; 
d yet hexerthrleſe knowing thi! Diclth vis: aur 
bthing, and commen to alh that Al e 
or Lawentstions in the World wilkinet::reAore life 
WI, choſe. abat ate ibwp, few+dighs 
Ind rears upen her, but coneluded with et 
in this manner, 3 
ober vim, fer; 2 * aN ; te 
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THE death of the Empreſs was almoſt ;aſappor- 
I act only to the Bmperour, but allo tothe 
People of Rome ? by reaſon of the ſweeineſe and | 
*. . good nature werewich the Princeſs was endowed, & 
exu'ed her to be loved of all, ker fancral + 

rites being finiſhed, and thie grief of her death being 


conſidered not only at Rome , bur in « manaer 
throughout all the World. The Principal —_— FF 
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1 — Maſtr1of Rowe Ko | 
ind Touncellors of the Empire conſidering ny 
| grear loſs the Empire ſhould fuſtain if the Princ 
_— mould dye before the Emperour his Father? 
| lende the Empire without any lawful. 
| — and tut it was neceſſiryj to perſwade the 
Emperour-to 4 ſecond martiage, they therefore. 
humbly repreſented the caſe unto kim Ind alth 
he nt feſt wholly refaſcd their propeſition: yet in 
tte end: they fo prevailed _ kim, 2s to 
thereto z provided they could find him ſuch a Prin- 

| ceſs as ſhould equa] his lately deceaſed pod. 
the tank was very difficult to be performed, ſo 
| were the bexuties and virtues of the diſces 4. 
that it was long firſt ere they coul#in all the world 
hear of any that was in every thing ſuitable to he 

Emperous defize, bur at lengrh they found a Princeſs 
who by common report was a moſt excellent G 
ture, and richly endowed, not only with the pry. 
of body, but alſo accompliſhed in all manner 
Vertues, the fame of her good qualities was fo large, 
that the Empereur was endnced ro be mar- 
ried 10 her : und ſhe being named Apbrodicia, 
arriving at Rome and the Emperour by her outward 
— — believing he was a moſt ac- « 

liſhed Crerature, cauſed the ſolemnities of - 
e to be performed, und they were celeben- 
—.— - anne amor e a che qua 
| liry perout required 
ple frem all Parts reſar ted te — = be tA . 
tors of this pompious 5 the young. 
1 . the "a - o 
at let the A 
yer delete 0 * from his 
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Th Hiſtory 7 Featius py _ 
lo: we l pra ed, that the 
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or t his, virtuone 4 
A. for bis autward. Beadtien. 
which be ſurpaſſed nll the young: | 
of his ti 1 re port arieying_ at the ears 
* br od cia, ( who,was moxe fair then wiſe) 
Nepean tO 0 les reynes: 9. hen deſites, ; and! 
0 to, pp zo fleſs b Am f with the) Joyeigf the youngi 
bin Eau Co whom. ſhe had never ſeen.) that the, 
Ae it ede to live long mithont giving 
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that ld not attain her ends, 

hout the help of, 4 hid, erfon, Who can- 
leting the import of. the the affair, ſhould be hot 
ct - 9 in. 705 rene. 


e e {wh 9 certain f zen whom ſhe very 
Dek 9 ad eee 
+ affuirs,: knowing him fit foro her. purpoſe, 
ring þ exuſed bim 40 50 60 inte, her. private, aprt 
ent after many. bs and tears: ſue diſcovered, hi: 
ele heart to, him, ce charging him as he 
* 2155 life, to maike! . it to any per- 
00, but to her, bgloyed, Er aſtils yrelinghim that 
then N | nee not adeice. Then 
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1 1 "obs ſeven Wiſe Maſters of Rome; 
'poſe of his Miſtreſs; and again confidering the large 
ile hich ſhe made bim, he diſpoſed himiclf; 


reer 4 


et What would happen) entirely 10 ſatisſie the 
wicked deſires oſ the Empreſs, who reſolving to put 
ber purpoſe into penctice began fo prepare 2 Fre- 
ſent:of ten ſhirts, verꝶy fair ones, is well in teſpect of 
the-Gnenels of the cloth, 25 the xichneſs of the 
emhiaidery ſbe alſo provided ſexctal other ſors. 
ofi:Liones, wrought very curioully with flames of 
Gold. aud Silver wrought ſo to the / life that it ſeems 
id to he true fire, inrermixed with certain Letters 
which ſaid, thus de I hurn, for jon and ments. Vit 
he alſo provided:s fooking-glaſvmade of a pre- 


| tz0us-Rone, which-repreſented all things a$1ively as 


any other looking-glaſs of Chtiſtal or Steel 3 and 
was enchaſed witktine Gold, ſo cunningly wrought 
and ſg artificially, thut it every where repreſented 


love ſtoties +. theſe rich things being collected, he 


likewiſe provided periemes and eflences that ſhouleb 
beas agreeable to the ſcent, as the others were to 
the ſight, and having locked them all up in a ſilver 
Cabinet, fo richly wrought, that-the workmanſhipt 
was-of more value, then the materials, ſhe delivered' 
all to her cruſty Slave,charging him to carry this pre 
ſent to Eraſtus, as Sent from the Emperout and 


ſelf and to recommend them both to bim, rxpeeifly; 


cammanding him to acquint him that ſhe her ſel fad 
webught moſt of theſe works, and ahove all to hem 
thera to him one after another, preſenting her m oſt 

commendation, without forgating tu de- 


_ Clare to him the grievous pain ſhe endured for his lo 


wing him to have compaſſion. on het; and te find: 


the fran of ber ſe much deſired loc, 
1470 ; 


the means to come to Rome that ſhe. might OG 
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; anaſfQion for bim or more then if ſhe had Dore 
him of her body a> in time ue would ma 
pear 


9 


the ſeven wiſe Maſters of Rome. = 
don ont the rich preſents which the Empreſs Apbroc 


them ſeverally, but the yourg Prince nat ha. 
ving the patience to hear the Slaye, & leſs tu 199k on 
preſents, with an argry Countenance thus ſpake 
rohirn, if theſe preſents come from the Emperove 
ay Father,(which I cannot beliert) | am canis jn 

ech to ſay, that he is not of ſuch Pruder ce and Ver- 
tue 2x he hath been eſteemed for: for does he not 
well know, that theſc Curioſities and Delicacies are 
dire contrary ta the ſtudy wherein he hath em- 
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5 nr 1 


e ſent him 2 endeavour ing to caue him to 


ployed me, und which I ſhall not forſake, theſe 


Jawbles belong io Women and not to Men of his 
degree and quaſity. I hope his new wiſe hath nat 
aſtered the temper he was of; ax I read of ſome” 
Women, who have over-ruled wiſe and valien: iſt fe 
as for my part / ſhall not reccive theſe preſents by 
no means, therefore carry them back, and ſay to 
the Emperour my Father, that he muſt tend me o- 


ther preſents, if he would have me accept of they i | 


and (ay as much tothe Emprefs, whom on my 

half: von may thank for the good will which; the 
bears to me; and that I may not be ungrateful 10 
her, that [can do no leſs, but freely tell her, that it 
yould more redound to her profit and honour, to 
govern ber l.oufe well, then to looſe ſo much preci- 
Sus time in theſe vain idle works, ow 2 the 
et c no honour, ar blame. The Slave bein 
_ A ind 84 continence of Prince Eraftiu 
th more With his wiſe diſcourſe, knew not. 
fay, and leſt what to do, for to carry back. 


the preſenus he ducft not, fearing he ſhould bes ty 
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peer to him : and having opened the Cabinet. he 
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the Prince Eraſtus ns by een chem, he new, og, 
75 the contrary, cfonpd Ie, ud no oppo 


runity. - . 
iſcover the rincipal, roy tor —— Soom : 
ſent; ſo that net he te, 


came to him in 00% time: re Ro 


8 well of the Prince Er, us all 
i paſſed between them, ; haz 127515 * 5 
5 e Conſtaney and . bp 5ch 

or te ſuſing chings o dele able: ta the eye, at 
repugnant / to their Phyloſophicyl ſgeetiry, deer 5 
theleſs perſwaded him REES the; preſents w 


the flave ſaid were 155 ay 1 efcom.r ie B | I 
as the Empreſs, that he might ter Fe 30 5 ea 
either, and this he at laſt > 


1 

el to. The Slave being chus di Pg | pieced ine 

me conſiderations what he o with, the. 

_ -Emprets, for to let her know 10 nels in the .ve-, 
' manner as it had palled,' « would 3 

Gl her wits, and that he « ed be accounted. 

i orant fcllow, a d knew, not how to perform he 

| — charge that had- 4 70 giren gs and Py oa 
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. bez en, Na 8 | 
g u ſepag wiſe Maſters Rabe. 13 
ker preſence,, he with, a, ſmileing countenance 
made his obeylance, and told her quite contra · 
ry, te what had paſſed between him and the Prince 
W her that the Prince had received 


her. preſent with very great affection, and and for 


a gester expreſſjon of love, had very amorouſly . 
kiſſedevery pargcylar peice thay had. been preſent- 
ed, & had exprelly charged him to give the Empreſs 
a thouſand thanks, and on his behalf to entreat 
her not to diſplace him from her heart until his 
return to Rænie, which he would haſten as muck ag 
vifible, and by all means to accompliſh. The poor 
Pringels givirg credit to the Slaye, and believin 
the loue of Erafſus to be greater towards her, than 

| the Slave had reported, having. a good opinion of, 
her beauty, did ſo enflime the fire, which was al- 
ready kindled in her heart, that out of the abun- 
ance of love, without regarding her degree and qua- 
lity, ſhe gave great prelents to the Slave, to let 
him know how great an efteem ſhe had for him, 
tn regard of the pains he had taken in his late nego- 
tiation, making him great and magnificent promiſes, 
if he ſhould manage her affiirs, ſo as ſhe might at- 
tain to her delired wiſhes : and although the Sleve 
had Joft all hopes of performirg any,thing by reaſon 
of the great continence which he faw in the, Prince. 
Eraſtus; yet nevertheleſs that he might gain ſome- 
what on the Empreſs, he nouriſhed her hopes with 
a ceftain iflue of her deſign : in ſuch a mnnne r that 
this poor and too credulous Princeſs, ſeeing the 
ſweetneſs of her deſires too Jony delayed, retired into 
her Cabinet not permitting any body te a 

, ; 
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14 The Hiſtory of Eraſtus and 
. where caſting key ſelf upon her Bed, With ſcald. 
ding fight, calling on her beloved Craffus and be. 
ing overcome with theſe thoughts ſhe fell into a 
ſwret ſleep z wherein ſhe believed that her beloved 
Eraflus was come purpoſely to find her, whereupon 
th: flercely eryed our, As my Life you are very wel- 
com: wherein all my love, and all my g 
pe- di. Ai which cry all her Ladies and Dam- 
iel come running, tek ng of the Empreſs what 
is the matter, who being awakened, and know- 
ing what had hapned, anſwered, that havirg iaid 
her ſelf on the Bed to flzep x little, ſhe had ſeen 
ma Viſion; a farious Serpent, who leapt upon 
her to devoor her, and ſhe not having any way 
to defend her ſelf had cryed outs the Ladies and 
D.mfels, and other her Attendants replyed, that 


no gr-at heed was to be given to Dreams; and 

and to remove this Fancy from her, they began 

to ſing ant play on inſtruments, in which ex- 
e. tiſe they employed themſelves till it was time 
do g to Supper. 
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the ſeven wiſe Maſters of Rome, 15 : ; 
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CHAP. III. 


The Empreſs Aphrodiſia writ a Love Letten to 
Prince Eraſtus, which be bowing read, tore in 

peices with anger, threatning the Slave to chaſtiſe 
bim, if ever be again attempted to apprar before 

bim about any ſuch affair. The Slave kgeps the Em: 
preſs in hopes, telling ber the contrary to what had © 
paſſed. 1 4 5 


Upper time being come, and the Eaipreſs being 
IJ ſeated at the Table with the Emperour, ſhe was 
more melancholly then ordinary, and took no plea- 
ſore in the paſtime that was preſented to her: but 
ſighed ſo vehemently,that the Emperour took notice 


it, and being troubled, asked her the cauſe of her | 


ſighing, to which ſhe anſwered, thay the remern- 
brance of « horrible dream which had hapned about 
break of day, was the cauſe of her preſent ſadneſs; s 
and indeed the ſaid true, for it was Eraſlus whom 


ſhe had (een in this Viſion, although ſhe had told it 


to be a horrible Serpent ; the Emperour then 


willing to put this Fancy out of her mind, told heß 


that ſhe muſt give no credit to Dreams, being things 
withaur ſabience, that vaniſh away, where ny 
put on a merry countenance, and entertained che Em 
| 8 wont, until it was bed time, whi 
dccalioned more pain to this pyer Princeſs, the Ban 
\perony for bis part went to ſleep, bat the Bwpreſs, 
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could net cloſe her eyes for thinking ef her affcAi- 
on to Eraſtus being of opinion that her affitrs ha- 


ving had ſo proſperous a beginning, ſhe ſhould loſe 


' nee. time or octaſion to bring it to that end ſo much 


delired by her: and rbminating all the night on 
what means ſhe ſhould uſe to perfect het deſires c 


, ' Fometimes flie doubted that che Slive was inſuffici- 


Edt, for an eriterpriſe of ſo high a conſequence, o- 
therwiſe, ſhe could not fin any way pollible 10 
Ipeak with Era us, becauſe he Was ai Rome, and al- 


wayes accompuilied with grave Phyloſophersz whoſe 
dtoctr ine ſhe yety well knew was contrary to her ap- 


* In concluſi in ſhe refolved to ſpeak ts him 
y Letters and Preſents, and ſo ſoon as the day. be- 


Fan to appear, that night in the opinion of the En- 


preſs being longer than wuſuzl, ſhe aroſe, and being 
cerired alone imo her Cabinet, ſhe: writ this Lettet 


* 


| HE. Empreſs Aphrodicia ta her Friend Etaſtus 

J health, I doubt not but theſt preſents will Ly” 
you, that | without reſpect ing your grandeur, have bin 
Io bold to write to jou, without conſidering that I pre- 
ent to yourifalr ehe 4 thing ſo il dilt-ited as theſe pre- 
fihets: and to cauſe 8 mouth ſo accuſlomed tu all good 
leatning, td read this Letter deſtitute of all eloq uence: 
bowever, I haus not forborn putting Pen to paper, ber 
ing afſured that your ſublime ſpirit will meaſure my 


.  " apritenng according to the off ttt ion from whence it pro- 
chen b, and that yeu will have a greater -efleem ſor it, 

- than if all the Oratory had been employed to a(ſiiÞ m4 : 
, | 575 according ie 

many faults, and co tell yrt 


with { hence upon this otcaſion ;\ 
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the ſehes wiſe Maſters of Rome: 1 1 
rah bow it 55 : this. God bath ſo fettered nes 
ſer bac 10 obey, him, I bave been forced thus to rie to 
., praying you to receive and entertain it with o peer 


ant countenance, believing that it is vot Up. — 
bet my ſelf : who with all my Affection am transfor W- 


ed into it, and | wilh I were perſonally pi ſent with hau, 


aferi my ſelf ths Iſhoald enjoy the fruit of my de- 
Yes ieh hope ere long by wor d of month to diſ- 


cover to en; for it is impoſſible that jour knowing | 


I /piric ſhould nor be acquainted with the ſecrets of Wy 
heart. which is more yours then my own, for you ard 
Lord of it, [o as you will pleaſe to love that which with 
all ber heart loves you. Hewever i your temper cer- 


reſponds to your name ( for Etaſtus ſignsfies am alle 


| bold my ſelf aſſured, that my recommemdation ſhall 
be received, which nevertheleſs 1 preſent to yon with 
all paſſible affect ion; and becauſe | wondred as your «b- 
ſexce at my Wedding with the Emperonr. I therefore 
pray you to take cccafion to come and ſee me, that yo 
may let the World know that you are not disſatis 
with my alliance: in doing 'whereof which | entreat 
of you, you ſball hear epenlyby word of mouth the reit 
of my ſecret. which only tends to your profit, bonum, 
and greatneſs. In the mean time to te5tify the pros 
 leye which ] bear 10 hon: I ſend to you the miſt prets- 
ous things which l have, b:ing certain jewels which 
you ſhall find to be ſingular, not only for their belt. 
aud richneſs, but alſo in regard they are pt of 
og which my late F. it her geve particularly to 
; me 7 
Aerefore I ſend them to you, as hetrer 1 
y things ſo rare, diſirunt yes to accept of them wit 
. 2 
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13 The Hiſtory of Eraſtus and - 

My heart, And as jen have the report to ſurpaſs 
very thing al other men, that yon not only pern 
„n filf to be ovircome by the force of a ſimple womuli 
xe fot ber know that your love is more ardent t he 
bers Fit were poſſible, 1 wiſh you good health. | 


This Letter being written end ſealed, the En 
preſi wr pped it up in fine cloath of Sold, wit 
any Jewels, Pearls, Diamonds, Saſers and man 
gather pretions ſtones of ineſtimable valne, and 
cloſed ull in a Cabinet of fine Gold, which ſhe deli 
vered o her faithful ſlave : charging him to carry 
itito Eraſtus, adviſing him to find him alone, and ac 
company the prefent with ſpeeches, proper to tit 
intent of his meſſage; and the ſlave might perform 
this voyage with the. more bravery, ſhe preſentel 
Aim with a horſe, aud à good ſome of money. 
The Slave thus diſpatched, in ſhort time arrived at 
the Pallace where Prince Eraſtus ſtudyed: where b 
good-Forrunc he found him alone in his ſtuddy, and. 
de the watter of the preſent delivered his me ſige 
as the Empreſs had commanded him, without pro- 
cee ding furcher, but only to bare recommen lations 
' from bis Miſtreſs, forbearirg to deliver the reſt of 
ide mclage , until he ſhould underſtand how the 
Prince wauld accept of the pretenc, being of ihe 
opinion that it Would be imp ſſi he for a Prince of | 
dis age to {1 gat ſuch pretious Jewels 3s he bad 
4 hes but Eraftus havirg <onfidered- the rich- 
ef of the preſent, began to conlider what might be 
che Cavſe. of the ſeen: liberallity of the Emprels,Þ ; 
9 ird chat all women are naturally covet ons 
t 
en 
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AMrving found the Leiter and read the conrents # 


* 
- 


4 


1 5 7 * I N 
„„ 
fx O * 1 P F 


2 


_.the ſeven wiſe Maſters of Rome. IS 
pf it he preſently had ſome ſuſpition? although he 
Mcould not abfolutely believe love to. be the cauſe * 
"Wat however in great anget he tore the Letter int a 
"Mpcices, and foundiy ratied the ſlave, forbidding him 
pon his, life never to come into his preſence, and 
that he ſhould carry, back the Jewels to his Miſtreſs 
. na uſe his endeavour to diſwade her from her diſ- 
Nordinate humours. The ſlave being much troubled 
an returned back to Rome, and in his way thither, he 
tonlidered that if he ſhoald acquaint his Miſtreſs of 
te irath of this affair, his profit would be at an 
„end, and therefore being come into the prefence 0 
be Empreſs, he ſpake thus, Madam; Ido aſſure you 
IF ihat IL have full and according to your intention, ex- 
ccuted the charge which you were pleaſed te give 
nme: and that the Prince Eraſtus is wholly at your 
TE diſpoſe. True it is, that not thinking himſelt wor- 
thy of the great preſefit which wooy him , told 
me that your lote vras ſufficient, without depriving 
you of o great rarieties & therefore he hath return: 
ed them. only Keeping the Letter, which he read over 
and kiſſed more than a thouſagd times in my pres 
ſence j and he would willingly have returned an an- 
{wer but ther he donbted his Maſters would ferurn 
preſenily and ſurpr ze him, wherefore he in ort 
told me, that he would ſuddenly come to 7 
whore by word of mouth he would give you full ſa- 
tis f. ction : beſet cking you in the mean time te con- 
tinue your gocd opinion of him: The Empreſs 
was highly contented with the flaves diſcourſe, hows 
Ter fhe was ſomewhat diſſatisfied, for that. her pre- 
beats had bern returned wichour any litera] abſwer, 
n being blinded by bg paſhos, ſhe ute 
ads 2 


4 
o 


44 
n : 
. 1 
* 


SYS TT 


rn” 


n F ARSE r 9 RN : 1 3 n ; 
. a ” ” * A bl > . 


/ BS ' The Hiſtory of Eraftus and 

© | -þtleived the llave, and therefore refied content 
eg het ſelf, and highly contented- him, by pred 
riches, which the gave him carneftly, exp 
the'artival of ' Eraſtus, but thinking his ſtay rob 
very Jong and pationately deſiring his company 
, ſhe deviſed 10 Baften him by the Emperours com 
mand, and therefore ſhe ſollicited him to confi . 
dend that Eraftus might come to- Rome. 9 
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The Empreſt Aphrodiciz perfwades the Emperour 
1% cauſe Friflus to come to Rome, where b 
bi command great inn was made fot 
4 entertainment. 

ON after this the Empitvvr and Empercſ 
| J being i in hed tegether, ſhe began to ſpeak of the 
Prince Eraſlus, highly commending the meant 
fich the Emperor had uſed, to provide Maſters! 

foi him, tar Were ſo excellent as the ſeven Pkyloſcs 

-=3& : 10 render him perfect in all things, and wore 
of the the gteat Roman Empire, which Natute 
had provided for him; being 35 the ſaid very joyful 


of" the grea: gud ind profit which the Prince bad 
Atalned by Rs ody, and of the advantage which 
all the Wotld would receive by means of his per- 
fections, but that ſhe had been ſomewhat troubled 


why che Prince was not preſent at the ſolemniry of 


320 ptialf, Whereunto. the Emperour replyed, 


thre youtkfultieſs of the Prince, was the, ca 6 


in an age * was inclined to pleaſure, 4 
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the ſeven wiſe Maſters of Rome. 34 
pomp anddelicacies which he might ſee at the. ſo- 

ey more than at another time, might diflrct, 
divert him from the ſtudy of Philoſavby, in which 
be aot being ſufficiently grounded, all the pleaſorcs 
which he might rake, ſhovld tatn more to bis difads 
tantage than true content, if he ſhonld place his af- 
feion en the pleaſures thei would be preſented 0 
bim at Rome: aud it was to be feared, that inſtead ; 
JJ the go ad affection he had to his Rudy, he ſhould, 4 x1 


be debauched, as it would be difficult ro reduce hia; 
Yeo that agen, wherein ke well profited, that thzte 
Yrs great hopes he would in time, be ſo great a pra, 
© ficient in all vertues, as to arrive at rhe higheſt per: 
lf fetion. All this diſcourſe of the Emperour only. 
Ml ſerved as fire and flame to conſume the poor Eu-, 
| 51 who already ſufficiently enflamed with; the, 
g ode of the Prince ts #5. Whereupon taking hz: 
{fl oppertunir of this difcourſe of the Empcrours 19 
* anber eſires, ſhe thus replyed to Rim: where. 
e, Si de you permit theſe great, verines tobe hids 
en ? ind ro What end is it, that your Son ( for; 1, 
{MY ſovchim as well as yo) hath ſo. well profited toggr1 
ain alwayes in an obſcure place where his vergde is; 
; ahkhown; wherefore do you not caſe him to dome 
ul te Fame, whete there js ſo mapy wayes to em lay, 
Whit perfections, for in the firſt place he will reel ae? 
aer are mananaged, he will make hiſelf Kamm 
June Senate and People, and by that means will 
neregſe the eſteem that eyery one batk for you, not 
only for the god uſage which they have under yous 
ri oY inet, Hur alſo for the great foreſight uch they 
1 | ſee in ou, fot having provided for them a Prince 
ö Aan bed to keep them in peace after your diſ- 
TX ceaſe, Thi 
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5. be Hiſtory of Erüſtus and 
The good Emperour hearing his Son thus commen? 
| fed, and being in x manner raviſhed with jay of x 
farherly love; thus anſwered the Empreſs, J affurg 
- you Madam, I have often had it in my choughts te 
do what you adviſer me to, 2 do now purpoſe very 
 fuddenly to cauſe my Son Ege to come to Rome, 
The Empreſs heating this atid ſeeing her affyirs-in 
' ſo good order, ceaſed not til the had brought 2 
to perfection: fq that the Em erour promiſed th 
next day to fend to the Phylofo phers, to know | 
Prince Eraſtur might come to him door prejudicg 
to his Study; Jerrirg them know that if what way 
| re ted of the Prince were true, he might came 
without any danger, The ne x: day then for th's pur- 
— diſparched's Gentle-mam, one of the moſt 
conſiderable | fas of. his Court, who being 
tired at the Eilice of Prinee Fraſtus, deere 
-- the Phyleſophers what be 14 charge from the 


Em r : enjayning accompan 
Frince R Rome, 0 2 2 were 106% 
was Maſe of thoſe perfeions a5 was ſo much de 
reporred of him. The Phyloſophers,1 vn; 
Gerſtanding this, 'the conducted the mbaſſadours, 
(who was 4 wile C Zentleman ) to the 'P:ince; 2 
vat, and having, in his preſenee examined, Hin 
upon ſeveral pdints of Phylaſi pv, to whoa, the 
Prince made very pertinent Aer and morggys 
diſputing wich him the moſt ſabuilty char they,conld 
in all Manner of Science; Ni ee hos 
upon ſaid to the Gentleman 8; 


hach fent, that he might boldly. affyre his 
that Prince Eraſtus his Sv Net 0 { 
tou in «ll the wank 


you'g men that could be 


. oe a a a. ̃ ex Mo -r ms as as wo. ³˙ w w oa. os. a one amt wes os as 


the ſeven wiſe Maſters of Rome. 23 

and that they purpoſed in order to his Fathers com- 
mands to wait on him the next day. The Gentle- 
man being very joy ful of this news, and of what he 
had ſeen, being arrived at the Court, gave the Em- 
perour an account ot kis Embaſſie, who could not 


contain himſelf for great joy to hear that the Vertue 


of his Son was no leſs than report had given ont : 
but above all the Ecapreſs Aphrodicia underſtanding 
that the comming of her dearly beloved Eraſus was 
ſa nere, ſhe knew not how to moderate her preſent 
jay. Upon this. account, the Emperour cauſed: the 
Senate and all the. .giftrares and Officers of Rome 
to.afſemble, commanding hem to be ready che gext 
day to meet his ſon Eraſtus. This being n iſed a- 
mong{ the people, every one began to make prepa - 
rations, and to provide for the, greateſt feaſt thir 
had for a long time bin in Reme, the horſemen were; 


.ready to accompany the triumphant Chariots which, 


went to meet the Prince with all ſoris of inſtru - 


ments for ſuch a n entertainment; ſo that there. wat 


no corner of all Rome but what was filled with joy, 
this young Prince being deſired. of every one, bur, 
more eſpecialy of the Ladie ., & above ali by che] 
preſs, a tom -p night ——__ —_— 1 — | 

years by reaſon of the great deſire ſhe had to — "0 


' light of him, of whem ſhe was ſo much 
withal, having neyer ſeen him, 
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Eraſtus foreſaw by the con ſe of the Stari, that in bis + 
. udyage % Rome, bpfbould dye' aſhamful death, 
having no other remedy: but to remain ſeven dayes 
"Without ſpeaking. The. Philoſopbers bis Maſters |. 
 ableged themſeluos reſpectively one by one, 10 pre. 
erde bim from al bdrm, aur ing thoſe een dapet. 


*HAT very evening whereon theſe” pteperations 
were made st Rome, forthe entertainment ef! 
Prince Eraſfus, he being walking in a Garder, bad a 
- rhind te ſee the cauſe and influence ef the Stargy thee. 

god or ill fortune that thould happen to Ri ta his 
- Voyage to Reme, and beholding the Heawhs, 3rd the! 
eco the Planets, he was perfect in the Sci- 
of Aſtrology , #nd ho perfectly & the 
me of ihe Stats, ard che fignitiearions; or the 
Jof | the Planers; knew by aneBtar his going? 
Nn would in few dayes be the eaüſe of ia vic hear 
fotinioosdearthy” whereupoh noreur of ih 

nfideration of dearivico which the now: all: Men 
were ſobjeſt, but for the ſhame which he ſnould ſuf- 

fer, H began to complain ayd lament ſo highly that 
all the Philoſophers (being amazed at it, azar a ; 
thing which they had never ſeen in him) ran to ſee 
-* What ws we mater with ris pdung Prince, to * i 
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the ſeven wiſe Maſters of Rome! 25 
he Gghingly thas ſaid, do you nor ſee the diſpoſiti- 
— the Sear, «nd with what rhey threafen me, 2s 
for death | value it not, althovgh I zm in the prime 
flower of my age, beivg aflured that in few years, 
1 muſt leave this world according to the courſe of 
Nature : but I am troubled at the ſhameful manner / 
of my death, char I am to ſuffer, and of the infamy 
and ignominy that I maft endure, which is, that 
which troubles me more then ordinary, I pray eng- 
ſider this malign Star a litYe, and with wher e- 
rable end it threatens me, in this my voyage to 
Rome. The Philoſophers being tro1bled a; wiz 
their young Mafter had told them, began to conſider 
ihe order of the Start as they were at that inſtant: 
and to judge according to their aſpr&s, and conſult- 
ed about the malevolent Star which their wiſe 
Maſter had ſhewed to them, and having erected à 
Scheme, and calculated the revolutions of ihe Hea- 
vens; they found that what their Schoflar had {aid - 
was certainly true, and the effects of an ecclipſe 
which had lately hapned, did demonſtrate then by 
the concurrence of certain malignant Planets which 
appeared to the preſent ſigbt, that Prince Eraftxs 
went te'expoſe himſelf to a death, rhe moſt ignomi- 
nious that could be imigined; whereupon looking 
upon one another ay loſt and undene men, not ha- 


ving the power to I heir mouthes and {peak one 
word, they were ſo poſſeſſed with grief, be 
caufe there was no way to the voyage of their 
youldg Maſtcr, by rexfon thit:gs'were fo far gone; 
chat in next day he was'co make his entry int R 
E that in'purſaance of this voy: 925, they lore lu 2 
infamous deach not only co theic ſchellar, but aße t 
e ' - themkelies,be- 


— 
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ens 
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being thus at a loſs, and not knowing what to ſay, 
and leſs what to do; the wiſe Eraſtas having wel 
examined the revolutions of rhe Heavens, ald the 
Aſpedts of ihe Stars, thus began to ſay to them, what 
do you think my Maſters, there is but one only re- 
medy in this, waich depends upon the influcnce of 
this Star, which you ſee is in oppolition to that 
which threatnech me, by which I comprehend that 
if I can remain cheſe ſeven next enſuing dayes with - 
out ſpeaking to any perſon waatſocver, the malig- 
nity of this influence will paſs. aver, and I may a- 
vaid the infamy where with | am threatned by cheſe . 
Stars : as for my remaining, withour ſpeaking, I 
Niall take care in it, bat all the difficulty remaines 
to find ihe means to reſiſt dutiſig theſc ſeven dayes 
to the violence that ſhall be uſed, againſt me, and the 
crvel chreatniogs that a Perſon of very great power 
firing theſe. feven dayes, (ha practice 2guiakt re 5 
the Phyloſopher having heard this, and truly know- 
ing that their young Maſter had underſtoed the 
truth thereof better than they: they told him that iſ 
he had the heat, and reſolved to keep ſilent for ſeven 
' dayes, ( which they thought i npoffible in regard of 
the great violenciesand ignominious uſage, that he 
muſt ſuffer, wherein it was impaſſible for any man 
to paſs by in ſilence) that ey would underiake to 
preſerve him ft om death for thgſe ſeven dayes, for 
there was none; of them, whò by, a divine excellence 
' Wherewith: they. were reſpeRively: endowed, that 
could not ſuperceed not on!y For one day, but for a; 

Jonger time the execution A ee criminal and 
wicked mam in the World, 5 ere fore they un · 


dertook to defend with muth caſe the * of 
| cir 


W 7 


the ſeven wiſe Maſters of Rome. 29 
their Maſter : ſothareach of them took the charge 
to preſerve him from deatb, and defend him by turns 
each of them one day in ſuch manner, that the plea- 
dings of thoſe ſeven ſhould not be finiſhed, until the 
malignity of the influence of rhe ttars hould be 
paſſed over: and there upon they all promiied a: d 
ſwore to the Prince Eraſtus, who thus replycd if 
you think to perform what you have pro; ed, ler 
us boldly goe to Rm, for the maligne 1 flucnce f 


the Stars will have their effects as well in any ther 


place as at Rome: where upun hey all promiied- 4 
defend kim reſpectively every one his day, and on 
the other (ide, the young Prince & raſius baving put 
off all fear, promiſed to keep ſilence lor. the ven 
dzyes ; the day being then come, they began their 


journey toward Rome, with a firm reſolution to 


yvanquiſh the malignity and conjuration of the Hea- 
vens by the means aforeſaid. 
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Eraſtos bring arrived at Rome, put the Emperonr hil 

Fa her, and all the People of Roine in great troublt 
y reaſon of bis filence. The Empreſs Aphrgdi: 
eis cauſed him te go into her Chamber, underta: 


king to cauſe him to ſpec, | 2 


by Bows Emperour havirg given good order 10 al 
things requiſite for the ehtry of his Son, accom- 
payed with many Princes, and Barons, that went 36 
meet him: to ſer down here the great Nability that 
were aſſemb ed ut this entry, the rich Hsb:rs which 
were worn- on this eccalian, and the Arches, and 
trjamphant Chariots, is would be" ſype? fluous; for 
you ay be 2ffored that all was done that a Rom 
Emperourcou!d do, to honour the enrry bf 4 per 
ſon ſo worthy ot reſpe cx, 2s bi. gn Jun, and kllit 
ia was wanting en the other ſide, in the ap- 
es xance of the people, who was as well pleaſed as 
"Ihe Emperour, every one to his power endeavour- 
re dor cite t to be-xheir 
Fe after the death of the Emperour; and there - 
fore you might fee people from all paris in their 
richeſt and beſt equipage, who all accompanied the 
Emper bur, to receive the Prince Eraſlus: the Eu- 
preis for her part earneitly expected him No te- 
mained in cke Pallace, accompanyed with a great 
number of Princeſſes, Ladies, arid Damlels, I you - 
be ſure that ſhe omitted noiking ibat inigkłt en» 
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F- "ok | her natural beamy, that ſhe might have the 
| . © Aronger hold on the keart of Fr, who then DUE 
3 | 1 
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the ſeven wiſe Maſters ef: Rome. 29 
td enter the Ciry of Rome, whither he being come, 
he was met at the Gate by. the Emperour, who 
Kindly embraced his don, asked with u pleaſant 
countenance of his good health 5 and what ke 
thought of the Senate; the Nobility who were come 
to meet him: The good old man hoping that his Son 
would make a pertinent anſwer” according fo the 
great wiſdom that was reported ot him; but Eraftes 
remembring what the Heavens threatned him; and 
of the filence he was to keep, to avoid the mabgnity 
of the c#leſtial inflnences, anſwered not one word, 
which occaſioned great trouble, not only to the Em- 
perour, but slſo to the Senate, and the whole Nobi- 
lity; for they had ah great ſancy ta hear him ſpeak, 
expecting w Hat he thould ſay, would be ſo mch to 
the purpoſe, thac cvery word would be a ſentence , 
the Empetour then being moved with anger and in- 
credible ſorrow, with a troubled and angry counte- 
tenance, demanded a the ſeven wiſe Philoſophers, if 
this was the wiſdom and great perfection which 
they had cayſed him to believe his Son was endow- 
ed with, ſayirg that he was compleat in all things, 
and what dotttine they had taught him not to an- 
ſwer his Father being an Emperour, vA Philoſe- 
phy is this quoth the good Emperour ? in what A. 
riſtotle or Pl uo have you found the doctrine? for in- 
ſtead of being wiſe, and well inſtructed as you in- 
formed me, every one ſees that ke is ignorant, a Sot, 
and witheut ugderſtanding z but I afſore you by the 
words of a Prince that ye {hall be puniſhed: accard- 
ing to your deſerts. The Philoſophers ſceming/te 
2s much ſurpr iz d, ac the reſt to ſoe Eraſus tha mge 
ſeid to the'Emperour, know. Sic that we thaye nor 
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30 The Hiſtoryef Eraftus and 

informed you Majeſty any thing touching your 

Son, that is not true, ſo that here is not any Phi- 

loſopher modern nor antient to whem he may not 

be compared: Being as well or better taught than 
any man whatſoever of this age; to tell you where- 

fore be is at this preſent mute we) know not, but 
we can well aſſare your Majeſtie that it is not done 

without great cauſe, which nevertheleſs is unknown 

to us, for being Maſter of ſo much knowledge he 

welt enough knows. when he ought to ſpeake, and 

when ro bald his peace. But let the Philoſophers 

ſay what they would the Emperour. could nat be 

appeãſed, but being tranſp/ried with anger, he re- 
plyed, that Eraſtus could have a0 reaſon to be 
il at in his prelence: And thus being both angry 
ach to ſer his Son in this condition he left him 
an returned wich the Nobility that accompanied 
num. Thr Enpreſs hearing che noiſe of horſes went 
meet the Emperyur, being attended by all her 
Ladyes and the Reman Prince ſſee, and having under- 
Od trom him the ſmall ſatis faction hie had took 
an ſeeing his Son and the beholding Prince Eraſtus: 
To whom ſhe was ep flaved, without having ſren 
him&cconſidering with her eyes that his beauty was 
beyond compare, gieater chen report had = of 
him;the became holy enamoured of him: &there · 
fore with a merry cheerfull countenance ſhe went 
to him, and having very amorouſſy embraced him, 
ſhe began to reaſon with him of many matters, hut 
the young Prinec made her no anſwer, whereupon 
the Empreſs was aſtoniſhed, yet however the fire 
that c ed her did not at all diminiſh, but on the 
int conirary encreaſed, in ſuch manner chat not be- 
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the ſeven wiſt Maſters of Rome. 31 
ing able to refiſt the violence of love which co - 
ſtrained her, ſhe tooke occaſion upon the Princis 
ſilence to encreaſe the flame of her. diſordinate ap- 
pttite; and thereupon went towards the Eperour 
to whom the declared, that every. one very well 
knew that the ſilence of his Son, was not becauſe 
he was naturally mute as might appeare by what 


the Gentleman related, wha came fr. Eref us bur 


the day before : who zffirmed that he had heard 
him diſpute ſo ingeniouſly with his Maſters, that 
he rather judged him to be Maſter than the bcholler; 
and therefore, they might conclude that this ſilence 
was cauſed by ſome accident, which ſhe wonld un- 
dertake to diſcover and remedy, having the young 
Eraſtus in her power, in. a place where they might 
de alone. The Emperour belicying what the Em- 
preſs ſaid, was out of a good will to his Son, (not 
in the leaft ſuſpectiug her loyaliy ) and being very 
deſirous to diſcover the cauſe of his Sons lilence and 
to give a remedy thereto? He preſently c barded 
that Prince Eraſtus ſhould be led to the Chamber of 
the Empreſs, and that they ſhould be left a lone, 
the Empreſs ſecirg all things 1e fall out according 
to her expectations was very joyfull : And premi- 
ſed the Emperovr that ſhe would uſe ſuch meancs 
tharhis Son ſhenld ſpeake, cn the okter (ide, the 
young Prirce foreſeeing the great attempts that 
ſhould be made upon him, was fear full left he ſhould 
be enforced to breakiy his reſolution ; Neverthe- 
leſsbeing reſolved io vanquiſhthe malignity of the 
ſtars by a firong and firm conſtancy, he went cheer- 
fully co the Emprefſes. Chamber, where in ſhore 
rice we Hay ſee by experience chat hatred prevails 
ware than love in che hearts of Ladyes. S H AE. 
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Jh. Empreſs Aphrodicia being ſbut up alone with 
Prince Eraſtus, endeavoured all ſhe could to in- 
Ace bim te ber appetite, but - ſeeing ber ſelf © 
* mefuſed and diſdained. ſhe made an entcry that he ; 
weuld haus forced her by which meanes the Prince Wi 
wa made Priſener and condemned to Death- 7 


* 


. 1 ervell Tygreſs leeing her prey taken inahe 
I royles, without lufirg one moment of time, 
ere to. her Chamber, where being come ſhe lock- MW. 
d her (elf ve and having taken the young Prince 
"by the hand ſhe cauſed 2 to ſit down by her and 
"caNirg her arme about his neck ſhe embraced, and 
*k:iff:d bim iq a different faſhion then what a motb-r i 
bes to her Sag, in fine, after many kiflcs and eFw- 
braces. ſlie asked the cauſe of his ſilence, which held 
the Emperour ard all'the Romas people in ſo great 
bes *{touble; WO in honour of bim had cauſed his entry 
deo de fomagnificent, She told him that every bady W- 
3 bad czuſe tu thinke it ſtrange, that having lived 29 
. long time without ſeeing the Countrey, his Father, 
nor friends, being come thither he did ſo appæremiy 
gb ehem, being a thing unhandſome in any perſon - 
_ .of underſtäggiog and much more in him, who had 
bin accounted ſo diſcreet, In zbis time ih v 
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Prince fixed his eyes on the ground, without one word- 


of anſwer Knowing that rv be. hiß critical minute 1 | 


holding his peace. 'Whereupon the Empreſs being 
che; > | en .threw her ſelf about his fig! 
de of kiſſes, but the more mor og 


Roniſhed | 
iring kim an in 


ly he behaved her felt, the left regard he rook of HH? 


The Empreſs ſeeing this, ſpake to kim in theſe terms: 
What diſdain i is 4 50 or ee Wee . 


ſeny ro {peak 12 me, to me who zm ww 
aur love,tharTtan enjoy no re e 
on you and now I ſee you, and hive 4 to 


to you, iould be to happy, If this natecky f 


dich not ot chitime hinder me: If youre beancy! 1 
be flor therefore cruel; and if you are wiſe a as repo 
g'ves,0u7 of ycu, wheretgre do you. your. 9 
cher, &c all the world;if yen have "wy (cretion,know, 
wh. loves yolgif you are young, If 
the flower of thy ige z il you ure Far Flo vot heli 


that tu re is ah Woman in . ne 


4 7 775 1 WII t ſhould kinder 
the fruit which prepared for 
id What you ſc Ford by my | 
which L hoped ff 12 you, where : | 255 
ou made me. 
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ow you gre 4 you tnay knowl jr is 
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4 The Hiſtoryof Erafius and | 
only that hive oceafioned your voyage to Roms, © 

tts have the opportunity to ſee you and diſcourſe 
wih you ; and now | finde that you deſpiſe me, 
Wherefore do you not ſpeak to me, and why do Vu 
not remove your eyes from the ground to 1065. on | 
me: Be zſſured that Ne my ſelf, far dye if 
| you do not help mie, alas my Year it is eaſie for you 
de Nr me, 7 beſeech you then do not deny me, and 
tk e you by the wordof a Prince's , that none 
"hall ever know of it : Wherefofe are you ſo ernell 
"towards her, who loves you dearer thin her own | 
Me; und if my kifles and embraces, and my ardent ' 
'prayers will dot mere you, at the left behold my 
Mo eyes, which now ſerve me only a8 twe fountains, 
Ans let my poor heart move yoo, which for yout 
ke butnes in a.confinoall flame Is there any rock 
war ble that wil not hearken to me? Or any fleel WE 
it would not. be ſoftened with my ſpeeches 21 I'* 
Towught | might have molified the moſt ſavage and YN? 
The moſt cruel] beafts in the conyerle ; in fine, I 


Thorph e overcome all the world, and 
1 8 
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lobe make no reckoning of me:? Remove, re- 2 
ve this Ice hieb thus free zeth your heart, / beg 1 
\ Bf og. nor thus to deſpiſe me, me who dye for you; I 
T1 5 my ſpecch, aus my heart failes me, behold 
next your fect be ging of you to relieve me, ar leaſt YU! 
Wich"ahe word be it what it will, and that if can 
eie no other, yal very moch content me. Theſe . 
Wee the Wotds of the Ewprels, but let ber diſcourſe W* 
ve Whit ir Would, Prince Eraſtns took no notice f 
1t, Were 15 « being deſperate, began ro ſigh ind er 
de her fortune, which had forced her to love ons 
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Mu 
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1 eee 5 
Jia ln her would happen, to dave 2. in 
ban young Pt inte; ſecing perſwations woyld d 
3 N thought to uſe force , but he Ane 
i wel] enorgh how to difend biroſelf from that 5 & 
'Þ hhough. ſpeech a prohibited him, pet 'he 
3 e d himſelf from — I — 
| * ro be ſo our 
F 3 r Fas 
F to Prince mo 41-1 25 
iu ſpake to Him. cee oe 
ene 1 
e and with 
Clameurs | will — trol the Emperonr 
e 
Ft havefor you to an 
Fee Thetefore chooſe one ot the ovher; 


Ke reſolved no longer to be chus abuſed by 
Te young Prinec hearing the ſpeech of the 
95 pt rk knowing what courſe totke Wan 
wee Chamber door, and begen to fiye, 1 bur the 
1 s tearing her Clothes and p off all . 
7 he Ip lr int her head — 222 2 
er atier yo Ince Er 
Helge . kits, Ge 
2 or eſca pe — 
1 1k ee eee Game quick- 
y Lerd and Husband, i 
beer — — = 
bn of our Son, would have old 
v becauſe be 


feos 


3 * 


4 26-0? 8 Ie. * Wann c aug 4 
"7 * ko as * 1 2 > 8 F . 2 f , 
e A =o — 3 e 


0 - The Hiltory of Ecafims aud. .* 'M- 
Me; which is notLawfull fer te ' ſpeak or think 
of, and indeed he would have forced me; come then 
and revenge me, and your ſelf alſo, of the great out- 
rage Which this wicked one (who never was your; 
Son) would have done te me: For if he had ever in 
: the. leaſt W vou, be had never had the heart; 
R  tothink, mych leſs to do 8n action ſo wicked. The 
* Emperove who had run with the 7 part of his 
Princes and Barco at the cry of hid wicked wife; 
having hard 0 hat ſhe laid, and ſeei his Son Er 
Ru nakirg haſt all. pale and trembling, being 
moved with great anger, comanded him to be ſeiz- 
gd on, and put in a dungeon; abſolutly believing the 
caſc, to be ſuch, 1s hit [ ſlay al wile had repreſented 
it >The \poor.-young-Prince, was ſuddenly takes 
"ound. and manacled; very ſtrictly without ſpeaking: 
one word for defence, or excuſe, but was ins 
manner confounded, avit happens xo thoſe who 
are ſurprixed ip a wicked action, which bring ſees 
ot every one; all the world was of oppinion that hy 
Was guilty, of inharthe Empreſs had accaſed him 
and therefore Ibere was none ſo bold ax to oe 
their mouths. for poor Eraſtus z bat they had a 
great compeſſion ſor his fact, for he was ſe Jed 
in ihe ſtrongeſt and obſcure Prilon in all the Caſti 
-The Empreſi on bet part required ſperdy juſtice & 
Pian bie In pesſuance whereof the Emperour 0 
lving to be revenged, not only for the our 
done to his wife, hot alſo to himſelf , n chat be 2 
might let the people know that he had a heart 
al, te theEmperours his predeeeſſourt ; nor tf 
2 pate his n blood, in the execution of juſtice, : Wi- 

EX: 1 chare cauſed the Counſe li preſently to aſſembii 
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the rum wißt Nam Rome! 37 
-where taking his place, he paſſed ſentut r death 
-ogainſt his Son; comanding that within three hour: 

| he ſhould be executed, with the mioſſ truell and moſt 
- Ignomineus | denth , that could be imagined, the 
; which ſentence was pronounced, and intimated to 
young Prince Eraſtss: Yet nevertheleſs, although | 
the plainly ſawrhe injeftice done him, und that it 4 


1 .wonld not be very difficult to have ſentence reward- 
, and to Jaſtiße himſelf, by relating all that had 
paſſed: Yer however being very welt informed of 
TH rhe threarnings which the Scars had given him |, if 
ier the fpace of ſeven dayes, he ſtrauld fpeak one 
* word ; he choſe rather to hold his peace, then co 


defend himſelf, depending upon the promiſe which 

his ſeven Maſters had made him; whoſe knowledge 

ud prudence was ſo well known and experiencet!, 

that although he ſaw himſelf in eminent danger of 

death : Yet nevertheleſs he had this hope, that they 
would cafily Rop the execution of this cruel! ſen- 
uace, untill the olalignity of the inflaence of the 

1 Stars ſhould be paſſed over, which time being come 
be might freely ſpeak, and defend himſelf -agnint 

the guilt, and —— z Whereof he was accuſed. 

The ſentence of raus was no ſooncr pablithed in \ 

AY Rome, but in a moment, there was ſeen x very great | 

alteration: Bor inſtead of their preperations & 4 4 


ber the entry of their yaung Princey evety one now 
= kung down their heads, 2 that mo nothing 
bet ſadneſs, and melancholly throught all Rome z 
he fick place the peor Emperour, cryed and 

YE ſighed ; and with him all the Lords and Ladies, at 
ee misfortune of Prince Eraffur: In teſtimony 
"wheres all perſons as well men as women, threw 
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rich habt wierd g hone 
ir rĩ on t 
ow of — that, Every 


one ning aparteh; in the mean rinic 

ane al y ve of j fee bg began 2 provide ta execute 
4 ſentence. of. Eraſlug, ſo that ty where, al 
went with cryes akd.jchre, to ſec this cracl fpeRg- 
cle; But the ſeven Philoſophers; who were mit 
together in counſell, to adviſe about Eraſtus, con. 
cluded that Exproſigorias\ſhould fieft br gin, and of. 
dex ih matter ſoyyith che Emperour, H 22 
nf gf che 2 ſhoot be Roped for thut 


and that qne da y aſter another, tyery om 
Anders like; be: each of thera, cauſing 
the extrution to be delayed for one day ; the fatal 
dayes of Eraſing, wo that time be paſſed over, 


eupon the Philoſopher ſed him | 
bop Sl, $4 
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RY Eovprofigarus the Philoſapher, puts a ſtop to the exe- 
. cutiongf the ſextence of Eraftus for one day, by: 
' the example of « Raman Gemlemay z who had kul-: 
hed bis beloved Dog, who bed reſenca bis only Son 
from « Serpent that wand have devoured him; 
giving tos much areditto ths ſpeeches of bis wife, 

whe bad told him that bi: ſor was dead. | 


| 1 Philoſopher Buproſegorus being arived at the 
BY 4 PFallzce,faw that the Einperour was walking - 
loans in the hallzno perſon dareing to ſpeak one eri 
0 him, yet nevertheleſs he entred with much free- 
dom, ent confidence , But he was no ſdoner 
anche preſence, when many flocked together after 
BY him, o know if he came upon the account of Eraft- 
, and what would be the iſſue of it; before the 

Thiloſopher had the conveniengy of making his - 
r verence to the Fmperour, he looked on him, with 


Fn and troubled coontenance,and with a hi 
1 an ef him 7 


from whence proceeded thax 
ion, to dare to xppeare before 
y at a time ſo improper, and 
and in ion, which he 
his Son, to ſcorne 
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. - Ny; and toattempet to force her. Bur cantinu- 


ed he; I promiſe youby the word of a Prince, that I 
will provide ſo ſhatp, ind ſo examplury a Chaftiſe- 


ment; as well for you as for that Ra all my Son, { 
that (hall lexve a perperoal memory, and ſhall ſerve, 
a3 an example td-'poſteriry-'to'canle them te take 


| heed of Committing ſuch felonies, toward their 
Lores: or Princes: The Emperour having ended, 


LORD the good Phijoſophtt with a cheerfull countenance, 
and without the leaſt appetranee of trouble, thus 


_ anſwered ; know Sir,chac ir is very ill done of any 
perſon, to AF any thing contrary 40 righr juſtice, 
ard more eſpecially for thuſe who are in publique 
imployments, and aliheugh your Majeſty: 'bewg 


endowed with great wiſdom; ma y think that yon 


have flot erred, in your, ſentence againſt Prince E- 
ruſtur : yet nevertheleſs I can boldly fay, that ĩt ĩt 
jmpeſſible but there ſhould be 2 fault, in giving fo 


ſudden a ſentence; for every wiſe man ought d illi. 
gently and deliberately to weight the cauſe, and io 
; —underſtand the fact very well before: he proceeds to 


\. Jadgment: And thoſe perſons who ate fit to be 
FJadges, ought principally tu-avoyd three 4tungs z 


that is ma lice, diſdaine, aid anger, at for the two firſt 
I ſhall f:y_nothing at preſent; heing sſſated that 


neither malice, nor diſdain, did not indiiceyogs to 


. denounce this raſh (rence ; but Ii ſpenk of 
anger, for it was that which eauſed you to pro- 
nounee ſo ſryete a ſentence; and certainly the oe 
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1 the ſeven wiſe Maſters Rom 4 
| er by ſeme termed Ire, ' © 
e e heart andfire, © N 4 
| hich, if q d an in Seaſon, | | 
ib water of ſound reaſon, © | | l 
bone wen, ner cn nor place, 5 '2 
Can prevent its furious race. - / 22 
An theſe diſorders Sir, have poſſeſſi on of your 
Spirit, and have moved you to a certain impetjons 
anger, in this ſo importanta cauſe, and that meerly 
through the ſpeech of « ſimple woman; although 
your Majeſty is not ignorant of the little reaſon 
' which an angry woman is Miſtreſs of; who for the 
moſt part ſuffer themſelves, to be tranſported by 
their paffion with aut inclining to any reaſon ; ſo 
that | ar affiired that no good can come of it, and 
ffyoudo not change your mind, I doubt it will 
WW Happen to you, ns it did tos Roman Gentleman, 
BY whogiving to much credit to his wives perſwilions N 
[WY Killed his only Dog which he had loved above all Gy 
BH things ; of which action at laft, he tos late, very 4 
woch repented. What was this Gentleman faid | 
cke Emperour, and how was the matter: I hall tell "2 
| you Sir, {aid the Philoſopher provided. that in the. * 
wean time your Majeſty will be pleaſed to ſtay 4 
che exccatien 2 Prince . ſs that hs- 
ung heard me, if your mind hall alter; ( II 
| Se Temtuce not being GN 4: 
dc be at liberty ts pronounce one more favolit- | 
_ able, ocherwiſe my deſires will be in'vain + Thete- 
fore EDI pleaſe to ſtay the execution var{l} 
'Thave finiſhed my diſcourſe, and then you may. do 
' eren-whar you pleaſe, not only with Prince Ern | 
| butillo with me and wy Companions, To this the 
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35 Phe Hiforyef Eraftus and '., 
Eaperour agreed alihaugh he did arent, bellen 
ihar nothing that he gagld lay ſhould cauſe him da 
change bis Opinion yet in regard he had oſteniimes 
took great pleaſaxe in his learned gd ifcgutſe, he as 
content to hear him; an compmanded the ien 


N 


of bis Son to be deliyed for the pteſent « Ibe | 
loſopher therciore raking pp the diſcourſe, thus 


began. 
Due time fince, there lived a Sentleman in Ram 
having but oge Son, who being deſir ans to have him 
well bred up as his only dear Child, cauſed him to 

de naxſed in the honſe, and laid in his Ghamber , the 


t without any | 
— — the 
— 3 e ſtanding on 
11 eee 


: the 
as well at 8 e he had — 4 
:rpent, 2s at the wrong which he ſaw way 
4. to his young Mafter, threw himſelf with 1 


7 , who knew well 
nd himſelf , however in the end, the 
mained viorians and tore the S inthe 
e manner he canld es that he was all lerer. 
' 4 with e a RSS 
Hereupon the Nueſe — to Chamber 
to fee how the Chil did, ſhe had 3 


«Sing 


" _ TheHiftry of kalen F 
in texring her cloaths, it in to be ſoppoſed 
| ke paer. Macher did not torbezr doi ir | 
Tame to ber fle ; not only the her (elf, byt. all the 
Women of the houſe who, had: accompanyedjheir 
Miſtreſs, encreaſed.the lahentutſon, and made un in- 
credible noꝝſe with cheir great cryes and lamentati 
Ent, not any of. .them having th wit to go. into 
the Chamber, and ſee hom! it had hapned: but there 
| continued their yut-cryes until the Gentſe · man 
nar] from the Tourney, to. whom they all with 
rs related, not that which they bad ſeen, but chat 
x ich they had imagined by the Nurſes diſcourſe. 
he poor Father hearing theſe. ſad ridings, more 
full af rage than tests, (for anger and adnels which 
are great paſſions had Aopped his tears) went di- 
xeQly.inco the Chamber, where mee ing the 
end ſeeing him all bloody, gave abſolute credit to 
| wh the woman had told him: and haying his (word 
- - drawn in his hand, pe ſmore the Dog with (ach fury, 
that off went his head, and after he had ſpurned. 
kim with anger: he began ro curſe his fortane, and. 
Jamenr bis Son, cſing great .threatnings. towards 
his Wife and the ther women of his houſe, for the 
little care they had taken of his Child and being i in 
deſpair, he went cowards. the Cradle, which he took 


ep,to lee it there were. yet. any parts of h ;Thild- 


whole, but he found him well; and without any hurt, 
Ju all iht Family were kighly; contented, ts 
ou may: z and yet they were all alt oniſhed in 
teen the Dot ſo hloody, but as the 
18 2 Pe law, the 

are $0,peices,v 
g heb ood that i 
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the ſeven wiſe Maſters of Rome 44 
Dog, eame by reaſon of the combaie Which he hat: 
with the Serpent, in deſence of the Chiidiʒ which ther = 

Gentleman ſeeing, and being enraged that he had in 
anger Kill d his good Dog, he would have flain his 
Wife, and all the other Women of the houſe, me 
had been the cauſe of the Dogs death. Ah poor DoF 
fgid he, that thy friend - ip and loyalty have been 
ſo unfortunate to thee, to cauſe thy dea ih inſtead 
of a recompence hixh th dieſt deſctve for ſo well, 
"defending my litile Child. In fine, this poor Gentle- 
man could not be appeaſed for the loſs which he 
had cauſed of ſo fabful an annimat as bis Dag 
was, ſo that every one that bard it, had pitty an 
grief for the Childs loſg,;.,was now. converted ipto 
grief for the loſs of ;the Ho; all hich ſorrow hap- 
ned to this Genile-man, for having. given too muck 
eredit to his Wife, for if he had been wiſe, he wog ld 
\ firſt have examined the matter, and accordingly have 
judged it, without entting into ſuch fury, as to ata 
thing which cauſed perpetual ſorrow to him mt 
out ahy remedy. '' I ſhall conclude that this wi 
your caſe, if you give credit to the words of a lim; 
ple woman, to put your Son to a Shamefnl death, 
whoſe cauſe being heard deſerves rather praiſe than; 
; puniſhment and perpetual infamy; and therefore as, 
ourMajeſtics moſt humble ſervant, I adviſe you that 
ying afide il] anger before you preceed further, an 
u, 
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wiſe & experienc d men, ſoch as wil he faithful to you, 
&h cauſed you. to pronounce. The Emperoue, * 
tuck notice of the Philoſophers 1 =. _ 


of the execution of 
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_ cauſe this iction of your ſon to be conſulted on 


ſtay 
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l he ſhould rake fariber order therein; md ha 
F day. ><. | 


tht + Ditlefian,b5 by an example toe NE: 
the — Ants — LE 
- Bjus-eyet, which wks being ola, and ther en s 


IE Emperour ret keing when. it was late, ac 
cording to cuſtom found the Empreſs alone in 

| — TS i which much troub- | 
L for he ly loved ber, and endes vonred 
means 1 to comfott her but the more heeſluy- | 
fo plixfe her, Po mach the more ſhe ſobed, ſo 
Emperour prayed her to be of ol cheer, 4 

d the dd be faticied's to hi the reply. || 
&, truly I have little cauſe to be contented, for the 4F 


LIPS SS mere Sc A Ar ow a no 0 er os GR- an e 


care yoti tabe to revenge ſo Feat an 
ich hag 5 been committed againſt me only, ut 
| 2 por upon this you we ws 


lan. tris ml reſen * more Js 


2B was « Gentleman of Jral 
- I Gurden, wherein be took fo | 


others he hed a very fair Fine, ſo fait un 


7 


de ſhaddow of it for the moſt part of the day, whe 
ber he had a mind to read, of otherwiſe to peſs the 
times lt hapned as one often ſets a 
rces, that from the root of this Pine, 
becker, which the Sentle · man ſect 
noch pleafed at it, he commanded. his 
| Þ look carefully aſter iz, hoping by this means to 
In other Pine an fair as the former, and 1 
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beker finding 8 rt way about it, 
"grew very well at beginning, ing grown 
bes high chat the 2 — | 


8 
— 


1 


from it: jt did not grow (fo well 28 1 
In .croulded at in achked the Gardner 


35 — „ yvemus — 2 % 


| 


| 


„ 


21 


48 The Hilory of Ecaftus and ' 
Kave ſo great a ſhadow,” that the young ofie 1 
having the Sun and air to make it grow firkit up 36 
, Cording to its. Natute, it therefore was crooked ani, © 
did nat thrive, whereupon: the Gemle-mari cott | 
manded- to lop:; the old one, and take away , 
branches which. hindered: the: Sun from the yo 
one, ſo the old one was. lop d all away on one ſid 
it bapned that this Gentle-man had a voyage iv 
make for ſome moneth ; but before he went, he 16 
commended his young Pine to the Gardner about 
all things, in this che Gardner-did not fail, ſo thi 
the: dun com ing to the young one, it grew again Ui 
Ithad formerly done, but however it ſtill continued 
tcraoked; an tit contrary, the great one began "WY + 
wither on the ſide it had been lopped. The Gentle“ 
man at his return, ſecing the great Pine half dead, 
and knowing that theſe two Pines hindred one an 
ther, and that there was little hopes of the greitY. 
Pine, in regard ic was ſo decayed, cauſed it to be e 
up, and thus was this Tree ( that had formerly bean}, 
ſo wel beloved) deſtroyed for the young Pine 7 
ſake; which atihough it grew to be 2 great obe, ya - 
il Kept ite ill and (crooked ſhape, which it had 
| the beginning: and thus will it happen to you 
* - for having placed your Son, (if he way be called, 
youre which I cannot believe) to the governmett Þ « 
of theſe ſeven-Philoſophers, youſee in what caſe c 
bn, they have alrexdy lopt you on one ſi de, by WERE 1 
fame which they have cauſed you, and which BY... 
Worſt, being teſolved to meintain and juſtifie it 
you: will in ſhoectime ſee 2 rebeNion'\in Renie, it 2 
if: you ſhould par̃don him for this out- inge in d 
ot his amendine it, affare your ſelf that ere long WYP 
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\. ., the ſeven wiſe Maſters of Rome. *,, 4 
Wil a terppt,.agaivſt your life, as he hath alceady 
ne..agtinſt your. honour, to arrive to the Seg 
reimen ſo ſoon, as he can : and be affured that 
| | ſe Pl ophers will put their helping hand to it, 
Y in $opes that they ſhall. have che management of the 
Affairs of rhe Empire, and fo fer want of fore: 
fl, you will ſee, your ſelf ruined by your young 
14125 . I ſhall prevent it replyed the Emperout, foi 
Tpromiſe'you that juſtice ſhall take place, and at orca 
to revenge your honour and my own and theres 
vþon, he cammanded that without delay the fete 
tance of Eraftus, ſhould be executed on his Peiſon} 
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e Philoſopher Dimurgus . cauſed execution to) bo 

7 7 Hayed for an another day, by 4 diſcourſe which be” 
made to the Emperour of the great 'Hipocrates :' 
8 who our of anger did ſlay without cauſe .a Nephew 
of. his that was an eæecellent Phyfirtan. 
aver: 4! 4 


. brake was hardly come, when thoſe td 
Yi: hom the execution of Prince Eraflus was 
$EEm@ited,, did. provide for all chings neceffaty 
oh $F*cunto, wichout loſs of furthertime , according 

Mich preciſe command of the Euperour; in the 
ame the Philoſopher Dimurgut, who bad un 
ook to defend the Prince for the een day 
5 8 85 8 E 3 Es — as 
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m1, Hiforyef kunde and 
E Teſt he ſhould be ſurprixed, bad bethought him ſelt 


all that he had to ſay to the Emperour, and { 
being ready, in the morning he came to the Cham: 
ber, where by Fortune he found him coming ot 
| ſooner than ordinary, by reaſon of the great — 
be was in, both in body and mind, for the cauſes 
 aforeſcitcd: agd although the Emperouc appeared i 
| heungry, yet he being fatisfied in the innocence gf 
Prince Eraſus, after he had made his uſual reve: 
tente, he took the boldneſs to (ay, Sir, having te. 
* ceived this favour of your Majefty, to be long ling 
--- gdanirced into the ſervice of your houſe: | ever knew 
vos both of a rare ſpirit, and very well adviſed; 
whereby you have alwayes prudently governed the 

' affairs of your Empire, (6 tha! have alwayes 24 
mired the great yertues which did reſpectirely ſhine 
inyou; and'a particular. zeal which you 7 
had to do juſtice, ſo ihat I never knew yon gailij 
of one unjuſt action. But conſidering yoo,by I know. 
not what extraordinary diſaſter, to be about to exe 
cged the bounds of 'xcafon, pd to be diverted from Yn 
yaur good and antient cuſtom; I therefore made Ya 
bold: k net gut of hopes of reward or praiſe ) to Big; 
come before you, not to counſel you; but to advertiſe No 
your Maje ſty of certain error, into which (26 f 95 
man, 2nd not as fo great an Emperour as you have Sen 

 alwayes been ) ate now fallen; you know 8 
hat you have porpoſed to do with my Lord Wk Bin 
P:ince your Son, by reafon of & wicked perſwatis thy 
tion, which has been imprinted'in your mind. But] Bi 
humbly pray yon, and that for ihe reputation hy 
your honour, to'ſuſpend-z while this your purpoſe, Wu 
ang. to. take my counſel, which being good ( 4 
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truth you will know it ) you will prefer it before 
all that hath been ſaid to the contrary ; and be not 
angry Sir at my advice, for as the Proverb ſayes, and 
 youvery well know it : He does deſerve to be ruined 
that will not take advice, The Emperour having 
heard this preamble, and conſidered of what had 
been ſpoken by the Philoſopher, wes contented to 
Fay the execution of his Son; however, intimateing 
to him, that if by goed reaſon, he did not make ap» 
pear that he was in an error, and that his defence of 
the Prince Eraſtus was juſt, that both the Advocate 
ad. Criminal ſhould be hang d one after another, to 
which the Philoſopher conſeming he began to 
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+ Hipecrates the Prince of Phyfitians, had à Ne- 
ew, with whom he took ſo great pains to 

Inn in che Art of Phyſick, that in fine, this Nephew 
Jus in his Skil, Experience and Practice equal to his 
Uncle ; it hapned that the Son of the King of Hun- 
Yay fell ſick, and his deſtemper encrealing more 
Bd more upon him: all the Phyfitians of that King- 
to Neem gave him over for dead; the Ki | 
ile roubjed to loſe his Son, was advertiſed that if his 
1 & might eſcape by Phyſick, Hipocrates only could 
ade eure him, for this $kilful Phyſiiian was tenowned 
Ws, Brough all the World ; by means of his great 
led, and having conferred with the Queen a- 
atl- Wear the matter, who was - alſo very ſad ter the 


ul fekr ſs of the Prince her Son, and very deſirous of 4 
1 Wee adviſed with all diligence to ſend Am- * 


0h, aſl leurs to Hipecr ates with. ꝑrtat preſents to in · 
din: beſides far greater promiſes, which the 
WER Ambaſladours way charged to make him to 
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cdme and cure the young Prince of Hungary, why 
without” his help would unavoidably perith. .The 
Ambaſſadors being come to Hipocrates, and havi 
declared their charge and delivered their preſeny 
which the Ki g had ſent which he kindly received, 
he rchus anſwered , that he wat as much trouh- 
led is ie King their Maſter , for the deſire he hu 
to do him humble ſervice, in regard that he could 
norgo-and therefore he entreated that his Majefyl | 
would excuſe him, by reafon of his inability, in | 
ſpr.of his great age; be being now decriped 2 
K iiſeaſed in kis body, but however he would fuji 
= (arighE the de ſire of their Mafter, by an only Ne 
3 phew which he would ſend, who being very skilful, 
being alwaycs bred up with him, and practiſed undi 
him, in ſecs manner that he knew him ſuffic ient for 
this cure and thar-therefcge that the Kirg ſhoulf 
not diſeſteem him for his yourhfulneſs, fur he ſhow 
find hiti very able in his undertaking. The *Ambaſſs 
dor ſecing Hipocrates not to be in a condition to the 
vell ang having a very good opinion of his Ne phen 
; took him with them and proceeded (o:onthe'r jout 
. ncy, that they arive d ut the Court, where they wen 
well received of the King ond Queen, and u! 
might not looſe time he King conducted the Phyſ- 
tiamrabhie Son; Bur When he had ſeen him and hen 
him ſpeik knew by hir Phiſt gmony ard other ſig 
that he t not the Kings Son ; and therefore be 
fone he wauld do any ing in order to the cure, b 
ing deſut u to be reſolved of the doubt he had eo 
ccivedhtw/delired to iſpe ak with the Queen alone; 
whereupon being privatrly with her in het Chambe, 
2g 1kovbrgan ; Madam if you pleaſe to tribe th 
2! Gd IL i ee 480,000 
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truth of what 7 ſhall ask you, I will in ſhort time 1 
reſtore y out Son tohis former health, otherwife | can 

ive you no aſſatance of it. The Queen promiſed Him . 
with anOath(ſo deſirous (he was toſee her Sonx ell) 
not to conce [any thing that heſhould d lite of her, 

Tken he Phy ſi: ian faid, I di fire only to know II 
the Father of the ſick Child be here: ro-this the 
Queen nſwered, do yau thizk that. any but the. 
King is his Father; to this, the Paylician repiyed, . 
fince you are at pleaſed to tell me the traci, k will ' 
be gon an your Son will dye. re + Sage 
The Queen hearing this reſolved ( ſo 24 fle 
might ſave her Sons life) to re!) the Phyſitian 
that which ſhe could not upon any account let any... 
Perſon in the world know. and having tzkeg an,, 
| Oath of the Phyſitian to be ſecret in What the 
ſhonld tell him, ſhe bluſhing for ſhame thus begin. 

I would. excuſe my ſelf 1 you are not igneraut 
of the ſad condition that married Women are. in. 
who are Childleſs : for in truth that is their only 
rickes and content: for the Husbands who. can kzve .. 
no Children of their Wives do hate them a5 if ic 
were her fault, and for this cauſe the poor Women 
ite diſdained, lighted, and ill uſed, and their tius- 
bands ſeek out other Wo nen that they may have 
SW aBaftard to ſucceed them after their death. 
This being my caſe having lived long with the 
del King without any Child, and being therefore ac- } 
5 : counted barren 5 and llighred by every one g 1 Pur» 2 

1 poſed to know whether the defect was in me or my 
mel Husband 4 whereupon I having ſecn the Miller 
x come into the Caurt ts bring in Cora to the Gra- 
sery, and believing that to be a good oppertunity 
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34  - © The Hiſtory of Eraflus and 
to execute. my deſign, becauſe the King was gone 4 
hunting. and all my Women diſperſed, ſome in. ong, 
place, and ſome in an other. I cauſſed him to enteg 
Into my Cabinet, pretending to ſpeak with him ay. 
lone, where he had to do with me, and; that Grenl 
times. after, ſa that I perceived my ſelf to be with 
Child, and that I might the better wier the matter, 
I cauſed, the King to lye frequently with me, fo; 
that at the time or my Child- birth it was ſuppoſe} 
to be the Kings Child, and ſo ir is Kill, and after this. 
] was better reſpected of the King, and honoured by 
all : whereforc I pray you to ſave him which I gat 
by ſuch art to my great peril. The Phyſitian ſmile-, 
ing to himſelf anſwered, Madam, take no further; 
care, I will reſtore your Son ſafe and found; and} 
thereupon after many remedies which he gave to the; 
fick perſon, cauſing him to be nouriſned with groſs 
meats, according to his natural conſtitution he be · 
came well. The Phyſitian then ſeeing. his Patient 
in gaod cafe, and our of danger, and that it was; 
time to return, he rvok leave of the King and Queen 
- Who preſented him with Gold and Silver, and gave, 
him good and konourable Company to atten) him, 
to his Uncle ; to whom he related every particulag 
that had hapned, by which relation Hipocrates knew, 
the great profi: which his Nephę w had made in (a, 
little time, for which cauſe, inſtead of rakeing plea». 
fare in regard he had ſo taught him, he conceived 4 
mortal hatred againſt him, and dvubcgngitacth; Skill; 
of his Nephew would deminiſh his renown, inregarde hg 
he was to ſucceed him, and to polle(s a great mau 
books, which Hipecrates had compoſed according 10 
the great experiences of his time Which would ea: 
NO creaſ F - 
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i creaſe the fame of his Nephew, and diminith his own, 
i his receirs ſhould come into his poſſeſſior:he there 
fore purpoſed privately to kill him, and thereupon 
e to come into his garden where he, 
Had all ſorts of herbs, he demanded if he knew their. 
ſeveral vertues, to which his Neghe w anſwered, yes, 
ke defired him to pluck up one of them which he 
named; and as the young man ſtooped to the gr und 
not doubrigg any thing, the envious old man ſtruck, 
him between the head and ſhoulders with 2 haichet, 
which he had hidden under his gown, and ſlew him at, 
the firſt blow, and to conceale his cruelty, he buried, 
tim in the ſame place; where he had killed him. It, 
ö hapned (as God is juſt and leaves nothing unpuniſh-, 
* Wed) chat ſoon after Hipocrates fell lick of the bloody; 
* fix, ſo violent that no medicine cauld ſtop it. Bur, 
* Þ- Hipecrates co make tryal of his 4kil, canſed à great, 
Volt to be filled with wajer, whereinio he having, 
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aft certain powder, he drew out ſeveral faucecs; 
„ berewith the veſſel was ſtoped in ſeveral places, to 
„ feeif the water would come out, hut the vertue of the 
© powder had ſo reftrained the fludity of the water, 
that it continued in the veſſel, without one drop com- 
Ying gut, as if jt had been frozen, at which all the 
company were aſtoniſhed, yet nevertheleſs Hipocra- 
eis found no good in the flux of his belly, very well 
"Fiknowing that to top it at once on a ſuddain, he 
esdald put his life 3 er, and therefore let 
ii take its courſe, he hoped that nature would be 
"ſting, yer ke had great ſorrow for the loſs of his 
Y-Nephew,very well knowing that if he had been with 
Fun he needed not fear any thing and then he repent - 


$4 of hi fanlt ( but 10 late) he Gghed and groaved 
91 E 4 __alwnaye! 
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56 'The Hiſtory ef Eraſtus and 
alwayes. calling out upon his Nephew, but ſeeing. 
that all was in vain, he took it ſo o heart, that he 
ended his miſerable life. +... 
By this Sir you may judge of rhe reſt of my dil- 
courſe, which is this, that none ougt baſtily to doe 
any thing in anger, of which they ſhould afterwards 
make it jrrepairable,with vain repentarce, you have 
_ purpoſed to put the Prince y our Son to death, not 
for any crime that he hath commitied: (of which 
| pou can be aſſared) but at the report of another, 
but l ſay once agen to you? that you ought to think 
once and twice what you do, and ag1inſt wham; be, 
ing :ffared that if you go not ſuffer your {elf te be 
tranſported with anger ; you will in concloſion find 
your Son the Prince ivr ocent of the fact, for which 
he bath been accuſed, and of which you at preſent 
think him culpable. The Emperour tab ing good 
notice of what the Philoſopher had ſaid, as well by, 
reaſon of his ſpeeches, as for the natural l. ye which, 
he bore to his Son, ordered for that day 2 fiay of 
the execution of the 0 Eraſtus. 
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CHAP. XI. 


Tube Empreſs Aphrodicia, induceth the Emperour to * 
the final execution of Prince Fraſtus. 57 4 diſcour fe | | 
which ſhe made of a Mild Bear, which was aim 
by a Herds man, who pretended to flatter him. 
hk Empreſs Apbrodicia certainly believing that 
the next morning her Son in law would be 
L1H . executed according to the Emperours command , 
and ſappoſing that this loſs would be ſome trouble 
to her husband, whereforc to take away the diſples- 
ſure he ſhould receive by the death of his Son, if nut | 
: wholly, yet in (ome Part ſhe provided a magnif.  _-. - 
cent Feaſt to entertain the Empereur, and to paſs h 
| away his melancholly : for it was uſual for the Em- 
perour and Empreſs to feaſt one another, when they 
9 bad a mind to pals the time away ; lo that ſometimes 
the Emperour would feaft the Ladies, the Empreſs 
nt an other time treating the Emperour. when the 
bad mind to paſs; over {--me melancholly 3 dinner 
time being c me, the Emperour went into the 
Qetens hall, Where the table was covered, ard 
being ſate down, and the Empreſs by kim, entring 


ite diſcoutſe with her, he told her that fir 
"BY The. good caoſe he had been adviſed to ſlay the 

eier ion of Eraftns for that day, which the Empreſs-; 
1. 2 en under - 
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underſtanding all the good cheer was altered, and 


with-her uſuall diſdain, and angry countenance, ſhe 
aid to the Empenourʒ [ſee Sir, you well ſnew the litil:? 
eſteem which you have for your honour, and if the 
faith you have promiſed me; and alwayes broken. 


Zur 1 hope that Jhdgment; and juſtice will ſhew you 
rhe great fault you want againſt them both; and I 


doubt it will happem to vod as it did to a wild "Boar, 
who ua deſtroyed by flattery, whiebis avery good 


Ie and which I would telate to your if i did nt 
think it loſs ofuimo, here upnn the mperouꝛ fa; 


my dear, I have directly promiſed, and ſworn to ſtop. 
tor · this dy, the execution of Eraſtus, and i may not 
in point ot. hanour break my word and Oath : But 
laſſure you that if ſome more important cauſe do not 
happen, I ſhiil ro -morrow morningrlet you know! 
thag revenge which I know tò be reaſonable, it 26 
pleaſing to me as 10 yourſelf; and therefore i delire 
yon co let me know ꝰ the ftary of the wild boar 
whyeceot you hie · ſpoken; for on one ſide, you will 
much pleaſe me, and on the other ſide, you will it 


be make me more reſolved then | was. Then 


— Empreis began her diſcourſe ſaid. 

There was ſome time ſince in xz great and ſpꝛeious 
ſotreſt a lauge Wild bor | who had no other feeding 
then the wild fruits which: grew? naturally without 
the help of mans art and yet however were very 


good, 28 well by reaſon of thefertiliry of the ground 7 


asfor the good temperature of che Climate, where 
they grew; araongigthercrees there great wild 
pear · tree, whoſe-truit did very much PR this wit. 
boat; and therefore he came ordinal 
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y thither, nd 


ſhaking the tree with his ſhoulders, to make i ne 
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fruit fall; having filled his belly, he would be gone 


to his Den. It happened that a Herdſ. man, that kept 


a herd of cattle at the entrance of the fort᷑eſt, loſt one 
of the beſt of them and believing that it was flrayed 


into the fotreſtzas indeed it was, conſidering the diffi- 
 calty in finding ir, be was :roubled, bur hoped to lighr 


upon ĩt he went to ſearch in the forreſt, bur it was loft 


labour, &æ having ſpent ſome dayes in the forreſt, E 


ſeeing that ir was to no purpoſe 3 he intended to re- 
turn, but in his way he came to this great pear- tret 
which I have ſpoken of ; and ſeeing very fair peares, 
and be ing ſomewhat an hungry, he began to bear 
them down with his ſtaff, he had no ſooner taſted of 
them, but fiading them beiter than he expected, he 
thaught it would not be x miſs, to carry ſome to his 
Maſter , that he might ſome what appeaſe the anger, 
which he had 2g1inſthien, for the loſs of the Ballack, 
that he might carry them wichout damage, he 
thought ir beſt to gather them with his hand, and 
thercupon he climbed up the pear · tree, but he was no 
ſooner got up z when the great Boar, which I ſpeak 
of, came to the foot of the pear-tree, and began to 
ſhake ir as he was uſed : The poor Herdſ-man ſeeing 
this furious Animall was afraid, and that he mi 

be rid of him, he threw many pears to bim; hoping 
that when his belly was full, be would be gone again 
a5 he was uſed to do, bat it fell ont otherwile, for the 
wild- boar ſeeing more victuals, than he was uſed to 
have; and that with leſs paines, he eat ſo many pears 
that he was ready to burſt, and not being able 10 go 
back, he lay down under the tree: The poor Herd 
nan ſeeing this, was more fearful then betore, for on 
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dae fide; be was in great fear of the wild-boar, and 
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60 The Hiſlory of Eraſtus aud | 
on the other ſide, he fore-ſaw the danger, he ſhould 
be in, of other wild beaſts it he ſhould ftay all nigh 
in the forreſt being thus reduced between theſe two 
in evitable extremities, he thought it was beſt to 
che oſe the leaft , whereupon thinking of the natute · 
of Swine, he began to come down from the tree, 43 
ſoftly as he could, and being fo neer the wild Boar 
that he cou d tonch him with his foot, he clawed his 
back with the nailes of his foot. the wild Boar being 
p caſed with it, turned his. belly upwards, and the 
Herdi-man continuing to claw and ſcratch him, he 
fell zſl:e>2 Fhe Herdſ-man perceiving that, came 
down to the ground, and ſeeing this great Animal 
vas ſafe, he reſolved to make him more (cure, and 
ihereupon drawing out his knife, ſtuck it into his 
heart, thus killing him as he flepr, by this means 
frecing himſelf from ibe fear of the wild Boar, and 
the other wild - bealts, 

Ihe ſame may come to you t Sir, this lending your 
eares to theſe Philoſophers, who being as fearful as 
this Herdſ-man they ſpye and effay all meanes to de- 
troy you; the Herd{-man had laſt a Bullock, but 
thele have loſt the ir honour; the Herdſ-man purpoſe 
ed to 3pp:aſe his Mailer, with tlieſs wild pears, and 
theſc hope to eſcape the danger they are in, by fables 
and counterfeit ſpeeches ; .the Herdſ-man killed the 
wild B ar, under pretence, of clawing & flattering 
him, the Philoſophers h pe to do as much with you, 
having by their flutteries laid Tnares for your life, 
hindering you from d irg juſtice, and therefore Fir, 
look wcll to your b. ſine /s, for it is not the part 
of a wiſe man, to ſay after wards I did not think it. 
The Ewprels having finiſhed her diſcourſe ; the Em- 

; : perour 
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the ſeven wiſe Maſters of Rome. 6¹ 
pet our thus replyed : My love let me delice you to 

merry, for ro mirrow morning, you ſhall be re- 
venged and my ſelf alſo of the outrages that have bin 
done to us, whereupon the Empreſs was merry, and 
- contented. 6 
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Thernue, the Philoſopher put a ſtop to the execution ef 
the ſentence of Prince E altws for the thi d day, by 4 
'* diſcourſe which he made to the Emperonr, of an old, 
Knight, who knowing t hat his wife had wild bleed; 
and therefore could not cenzain her ſelf within the 
bounds of reaſon ,* but ſhe very often did him ſome 
; . he to tame her cauſed her io be let blood © 
bill ſhe faintid: He perſmades the Emperour to tabę 
thr ſame conrſe. | : 2 


e Philoſophers being advert'zed of the promiley 


* 


which the Emperoùt had made to the Empress, 


that the ſentence againſt Eraſlus, ſhould the next 
motning be put in execution; they adviſed among 
themſelves to provide for the young Prince an ad vn 
cate for the next day, ind therefore they etapaured & 
gave the ck ge thereof ro the Philoſopher Therwss, 
"a man'wilc”; ready, & very adviſed'in all his affaires, 

ſo thathis name way Jroper.and correſpondant to his 
actions; by break of day this Philoſopher, went to 
the Pallace, waiting for the time to ſpeak to the Em- 
berger, aud ſo ſoon 24 be heard he was riſen, he 
g Nl 11. * > N 3 went 
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went to make him his reverence, and although the | 


Emperonr beheld him with troubled conntenance, 
and was very 8ngry with him in his diſcourſe, yet 
Heverthcleſs he did r 


id not forget himſelf, but with much 


freedom, ſpake thus, Sir, you know me, and wi:hal 


it is not unknown to you that my profeſſion hath 


always bin to ſpeak freely my Opinion, in theſe af-, 


fairs which I know to be of any importance,whither 
it be ro my friends or ſtrangers, tor in all matters of 
conſequence, where things. onght not to be ated, 
being not rightly underſtood; or for any otker reaſon 
I ſhould not do well, if I ſhould be ſilent. And there. 
fore uſing this cuſtome to others, 1ſhould be guilty 
bf a vet 7 great crime; and fhonld be worthy ofas 
Freat punifhment, if Tſhould nor uſe the ſame right, 
id him Who is my Soveraign Lord, and who hath raiſ- 
eck me to what J am: That I may nat have this 
fethorie upon my conſcience, to permit by my ſilence 
fo dargerous an evil, as that which I ſee prepared, 
both againſtiyou and the Empire , 1 have nor therc- 
fore been afraid to preſent my ſelf before yqut 
Mijeſy , not regarding, the threatenings, of thoſe 
Who being minded to direct me, told me that if I did 


on this act appear, before you, that you wonld cruel . 


"oy pat me to death: But J knowing you to be a 
Prince, who will not flighily deſtroy any one, wich- 


dut, firſt Having heard what he can lay 1 and I being 
nd although 


it ſhould happen ' otherwiſe, and that upon this oc- 
cation 1 ſhould loſe my life, I ſhall not value ic, for [ 
' Know it is the Duty of a Philolopher, nor to be a- 
frald to die for the truth, but father therewith to be 
very well contented. Sir, I hope you will pleaſe to 


remember 
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Ks ſeven-wiſe Maſters of Rome, 6; 
remember the greatdeſires which you had for's long 
nie, to have iſſae whereby 10 perperrate the excel 
ney of your blagd : Whereupor- Natare was | 
ſo favourableco you, that in ſhort time you were 
provided of x Son, the moſt, accompliſhed that ever 
| el he hath bin inſtructedl in all things that are con- 
yenient for an Emperout ; wherein he hath [6 well 
praſited, that you ſuay truly eſteem your ſelf to be 
the happieſt tat her, that bath for along time lived; 
which felicity mill turn to your prejudice, and per- 
peſos! regret; if you ſuffer your ſelf, in an affair of 
of 


1 
4 


high importance, to be over ruled by the Counſel 

of one ſimple woman ; fer although women have 

the uſe of reaſon, as well 25 we z yet nevertheleſs by 

| mal of "thee imhecility, they foffer themſelves 
ie be ſo tranſparced, by their affections; that very 

hey lay x fide then reaſon, and ate given over 

to their paſſi ons; this was not unknown ron certain 


Qld Knight, who like you, had took a young wife, 


and therefore. if 2 pleaſe, io put a ſtop to the exe- 
em 


. : . „ 
„ 
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Philoſophers requeſt; bur withall inticoued te Rig 
iat it his diſcourfe did not give him the ſafhfackich 


be expected; that he as well a« the Princk, ſhöu 
-fuffcr a ſhamefulldeath; U (hall not value chat, (ail 
. the Philoſopher, but with a pleaſant countenan 

he'tkus began. oe e 
N t long ſince there lived in Tuſdn i very worth 

_ «Knight, who being rich aud puiſſint, and mah 1 

© Gentleman , rook no other care but to live merrily, 


kee pg company, and to treat his friends ; fot. | 


times ſpeadiag his time in mannaging of armes, th 
ding iber great horſe hunting; and ſometimes at h 


Bo, He kept an open houſe for his friends, and wu 


um cheplezſed in feafting them, at his Countrey: 


hoßſe z whick was as well hu'lt, and as commodious.. 


ly Hcitu ted, as afwrin all Tuſtany, where ke uſually 
ſoj u ned: This Gemlem n having lived long, an 

me: Hly:wühont regarding to have any l 
Was wel Hr ken in year before he thought of marti 
age: I fo ell aut nr dav, that having good m r 
Cempany in his houſe: after the table was wept: 
edz from one diſconrte' to andther (as it is vfual 


for Gentlemen to talk afcerdinner I they happened. 


ig fall upon this propvſitior, af the natural affeRion 
that men have, to have Children whereby mem re 


Wi his blood; ind in a manner lives, after hit 


ach in his poſterity, upon this diſceurſe, ſome of 
this Gentleman friends, pr ſwaded him 10 marry; 


whercby he might have Children, to inherit, ſo mij 


fair Ca(tles, and other riches, which he w3s poſſeſſed 


of. This Genclemandid not much regitch it, but fee 
ing himſelf iwportuned fornctimes by one, and the 
again by others; after he had ſuſtained many afſaul | 
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the ſev-n wiſe Maſter of Rome! © x & 
ot his friends; he in concluſſon reſolved to pleaſe | 
'Y them, as he had always done: His friends know! 
| | 


his mind, took much pains to find him out 4 Wife, 
fqt his quality, and by whom he might have” Chi 
Y dren; and they uſed ſuch dilligence, that in hot tine 
they betroathed him to 2 very fair young Damſell y 
'Y who was daughter to one of the grea;eſt Letds, of all 
1 RP 
„ The wedding was ſolemnized, as you may ſup- 
poſe, ſuitable to the quality of their eſtates, and 
al-hough there was grear difference in the ages, of this 
Knight, and his young Bride; yet however hg'was ſo 
Gallant, that his galantry was ex ough to content; s 
Damſel}, better than one that was younger; ſo that 
for a while, he and his wife, lived very cuntentedly 
Bur after ſome time, thi Damſell having underſtood, 
ſrom other good wives, how their husbands froated 
them in the night, ſhe began to wiſh for a Young has: 
band, without regarding the gallantry of her 'own ; 
rather wiſhing for a gaod Rirong back, than 4 gullan- 
t:y accompanied with a feeble breaths, and ſeeing that 
ſh: could not have her delires,and that notwithitand- 
ing. all her endeayours, her husband as he grew work 
ing erte; ſo he was leſs able to pleaſe her? After ſhe 
had faſted one year, and knew that there was nothing 
in the hanſe 10 ſatis fie her appetite ; ſhe refolved to 
purchaſe her victuals in an other place, but under- 
ſtanding that ſhe was to make uſe of a third hand, 
and that- in an affair of ſo great importance ; thete 
might be danger to diſcover it to a third peth 
ſhe propſed ti make uſe of her own mother, who 
the thougty had mof reaſon 3 N 
bam 424 $5,040 G2 , 21 Gans 4 . LE? 
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able fa hc li. ve her own cars; much leſs, to believe 
het ing had heard; but in concluſion (ceing by bet 
xs obſtinacy, how the matter was; and that 
vhs he had ſaid was true; the firft of all tried, to 
nitect ber, ſrom her wicked purpoſe, (hewirg her 
hat offence ſhe would commit. put ing her honor be- 
fore her eyes; alledgisg to her, many other examples 
ta this purpoſe, but all was to no purpoſe , for 28 to 
the e young woman anſwered that the Law 
could not gire her a greate: puniſhment then death, 
Aid that continuing in the condition ſhe was then in 
the knew her deach was ſudden: As for the ſhame 
and intamy of the world (aid ſhe, I come to take yout 
-advice in that particular; that my honour deing ſa. 
ved, you may provide me with what you know m 
be neceſſary, upon this account, and for exam 
Ahe da e Ab chat Cree for herigurpoſe, ſo hu 
chat er mother con, ay, to change ber ay 
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the ſeven wiſe Maſters of Rome. 67 


from this wicked purpoſe, was but to beat the aire; 


whercupon the mother was ſo. troubledythas ſhe 
though the {hould be diſtracted. The young woman 


"ſeeing this, began to cok's and flatter her, ſaying, . 


Dear Mother, have co mpaſſion of my youth: Yau 
hyve been yourg, and therefore know. well en 
wagt are the delires of the fleſh, which as I have Al- 
ways heard ſay, and now | know by experience, are 
eater, and more vehement in women, than in men; 


and although the fire is not ſo great in men, as in 


wemen ; yet however, as often as they have a mind, 


and they know. Where; they give themſelves the ſa- 


tifaRion they deſire: But if we miſecable women 
are ſruprized but once, beſides the ſhame we indare, 
they make no mater of killing us: So that for this 
cauſe, we other women, ovght to put the change up- 
on them,to revenge our ſelves of the ſhame,thar men 
upon this account do to us. To this the Mother made 
ſeveral replyes, but all was in vain; for ſo much the 
more that the Mother endeavoured to turn her from 
ker puitpolc ; ſo much the more ardent, and paſſionate 
lhe appeared to be: Let what would happen to ex- 
tingu'ſh the fire which conſumed her; ſhe did cleex- 
ly con'tl» that it would be more for her honoug, 10 
contain, hau to abandon her (cif, bat ſhe could not 
imagin ho he could live long ſo, and that therefore 
the faule {hbuld not be imputed to her, bur 30 nature 
who did ſo conſſ rain her; further entreating her Mo- 
iber ro conſider of ſome way io give ber content gas 


{ refule 10 aſſiſt her; ſhe * woold baz: 

ie and hageNM⁰, gra xing her once for all, ro pt; 
opinions ont of I.. _ The a Wes 
2 


—— 


- 


&.4 2M p > 8 


6 © The Hiftoryof Eraſtus and 
_-Feeing her daughters obflinacy; knew not what 
tele further; ſeeing on the one fide, her daught: 
_. "Minded with love, and ſo reſolved in her purpok 
that it was net pe ſſible to alter her mind, and on the 
i :thie de. \he Well knew the great wrong, ſhe ſhould 
doe to her honour, in ſatisfying the appetite of her 
"Gavghter : And although ſhe well knew har ſhe 
joſt time; however ſhe thus made ſurther trial of hit 
daughter, ſaying, Ah! how ſtronge a thing n 
Se that / ſee you purpoſe to violate the bounds | 
( mürriage ; and count ſo great ill ro your husband, 
« Who $5 you know, loves you as well: or better then 
any man can love a woman ; and therefore I would 
_ '$thave you give ſuch way to your appetite which 
J eonfeſs is great, but not ſo, but that you may ove 
edme it if you will, | have been young and as fait u 
t —9 and have experienced love affairs, and hi 
fes; bur however, | have reſiſted all with a conſtan 
*ry,ard firm reſoiution to love like a woman of 
- *hvnour, ſo that + | r,ever wronged your father 3 1 
ns ver had thor ghts for any other beſides him, much 
lets zbandonęd my lelf ro any other; wherefert 
Agen do net you Yo the (me An! Mother reply 
dell the daughter, your conſequence is nothing to ib 
Upunpoſe, for when my father married you, he wii 
urg gentleni3n, and as handſome as you, fo thit 
"ke m'ghe well enovgh furniſh you, with that which 
women deſire above all things; and that you hil 
no occaſion to look further, and you had nor don 
yell, if you had done him that wrong, But ay 
-taſe is different, for the husband you have git 
1 „ may better ſerve for my father, then 2 
| kinbatd webe lovey, me" Foanngt devy "bs 
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the ſeven wiſe Maſters of Rome. 69 
what does his love availe me, when he tannot furniſh | 
me with that I have moſt occaſion for; I have 'endu- 
red ſo long, that I cinnot longer endure : and yell 
have" wot diſcovered my (elf to any body bot you, 
hoping as you are my Mother, you will have com- 
paſſion on ine, which I pray apd conjure you. to, 
affuring you, that if you do not help me, I will ye 
help where [ enn find ic; let what will happen, for, 
had rather dye contented, than to Hhnguiſh in 4 if 
worſe than death. The poor Mother ſeeing the ob- 
ſtmatneſs of her daughter, for ſome time was ſilent, 
and then ſhe ſaid z Seeing you in this wicked purpoſd ; 
to abandon your honour to ſatisfie a baſe and dif; 
ordinate appetite, rather then to ſee you fall into 'in- 
famy which may happen ; Matters being not wiſely 
ordered I am content to aſſiſt you, in what I may! 
Yer however, you ought well to conſider one ping, 
for although men keep bur little loyalty for hls 
wives, as you have (aid already; yer however: they 
will not ſuffer them to take the ſame liberty; but the 
moſt part of men, doubting that they wear 'the 
kornes, they cat them off; rometiay by poifon, 
ſometimes with a Dagger, and fometimes with 
ſword: True it is that there are igen, ſome 9960 
nen who have u good ſtomoth to digeſt all ; and 
all goes dawn um ſweet as milk eee, tb 


wey find their wives in the very fact; NowT- 
ennet Jadge of what Complexion your hus- 
hand! will be upan this occaſion ; therefore I think jt 
my cor, try his patlence before yoa 
Ff proceed further doing him ſome diſpleaſure ff 
importance, _ beatryal of him 73 5 
enn, e 
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derer kei it 6 ty ; come and tel] me, and | will 
= you that, yon fliall be ronteꝶ 


£d,(6 x you Keep your ſelf to ppe man fot if * 
Fiould. chenkcs our (elf to many; in dhe ed 
apld | be knawh, and bad would come. of it 10 you K 

and to me ilſe, though. y our fins bend were neveth = ** 
Þ tient, lo that we Nut both endanger our live; i 
5 r not that ſaid the young woman, for if I have hyd 0 
> the heart to contain my ſelf, a year with my ty if ** 
35 bak d who. is ſa old as you knew without, looking 2 


ok fa hovgh he was. got able te conten i *©* 

e well enough pleaſed, when I may 6 

1115 445 J have ahought of; who will give m 
e e rg will be very ſe 
Net ec at my (elf, to keep 
* imſelf in che repy 
1 15 ee him. Ayd who is this; 
..- the: W e the asg ben 
bh as you know ig a young man, and-acgoun;ed-ly 
LE , for a holy perſon, ſo ther he way come 
ul p Her and none will have any bad 
| pinion of im but on the conrary;ab willhaveilt 
mae eſteem add ſo will ty hnibendg' 'whel 
15 often heard:dilcourſe, of the goo? converiatia) 
0 Corate, With won he wille well pleaß hn 
er t converſe, | 22 keep e oe W | 
Nicht f 4 got lei 19 ſo woll: An 
hrt ee ee 4imes obſerved, it will oot 
| ry difpcult, for me © work: may nds, apprbi 
Corus ſo 34 Faing 6: ab 4 . „ IIe 
me, and. I will. have he ce but LN. 

And therefore if you deſire my wi and may 2 
nour, I pray rake ſuch ordergas 10 Fey us ls: 


— 


a reer een e222 


E. 


” „ ererbte 


9 


1 
* 
5 


not, I aſſare you that in ſhorr time you will ſer ne 
ore your eyes dead, or diſhonguird. Be of gha 
art daughter, ſaid the Mother,” and qa de trial of 
401 J have told you; for if your husband does not 
rent the diſplenſure you ſhall do him, provided it 

lach as 18 he onght to be angry at, aſſure yourſelf 

ant 1 will rende t you content: Upon this the young - 

goman being very g ad, took leave of her Mather; 

ſonging to be at home, to make trial of her hu: bands 

porlence, upon ſome conſiderable matter: Sie being 

come home, under ſtaod that her Husband was gone 

on hunting, with other Gentlemen, as he was ac 

cuſtomed io do, w herefore ſhe'th2ught jt a comeni- 

ent time; to perform that which ſhe had in her fancy 

by the way. This Gentleman, had in his Garden 2 

lawrell, which he himſelf had planted & cultivated,” 

and it was become a great tree, it had a very pleaſant 

ſhadow under which, the gentlemin did often refreſh 

kimſelf with his friends, & oaſs the time away in diſs 

courſe in the hoteſt time of the day. The young Wo- 

man very well knowing,whar eſteem her husband had 

for this lawrelz & having a mind by this, to try her 

hknibands patience, as her mother had comanded, and 

therefore taking one of her husbands ſervants with a 

hatchetz ſhe went with him into rhe ga: den, & being 

come to the lawrel tree, ſne commanded him to wut it 

vp by the roots. The poor country-man, well enough 

knowing the pleaſure, which his Maſter took in this 

tree, would not ſtrick a ſtroak at it, whereupon his 
Miſireſs being angry, gave him many hard 2 

7 kim with ſevere chaſtiſment; for rhe little : 

reſpeR, & obedience he gave to her comands : And 

taking the harches out of bis hand, fhe her ſelf fell to 

| | F 4 cating 
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cutzing ibe fair 1 1 ſhe gave ſo many 

ſtroaks on every. ſide, hat ſhe put the poor — 
cut of palbbiiry of, growing, and although it wett 
then let alone, che | 
haichet and finiſhed, what ſhe had begun : whale 
branches by his Mifrefles command, being made in- 
to faggots, and the body cleft in acices; he put it is. 
to. Cart, and carried hem to his Maſters houſe, the 
Cart, was hardly unloaden when the Gentle-man re- 
turned from hunting; who went preſemtly into big 


Chamber to refreſh and ſhift himſelf, when his wiſe, 


_ countetfeiring the good huswife, was not long ere 
ſhe came with a faggot of the fair Lawrel under her, 
arm, which ſhe put upon the fire, 'aireing her Hus: 
bands linnen-at ir, thatſhe might dhe better play her 
project. The Gemleman be irg aſtoniſhed: to ſee 4 
fire made of Lawrel, did ſuſpect that. ſome miſcheil 


had bin done to his beloved tree, hut he could not 


imagine that it was cut do wn, and therefe re ſo ſoon 
25 he had (hifced and refreſhed himſelf, he went into 
the Garen direct y, to the place where his Leverel 
had groun, here he (aw that h MI had no mind 
to ſee here opon he began tecry out & curſe, Wen 
ing by all his Gods, that he would-ſofhatply chaſtiſe 
thoſe who had cut down bis Lawrel, thai they ſh: ud 
never forget it : his wife heariug theſe ithreatnings; 
ran into the Garden, and with a ſmileing e unte, 
nance ſaid to her Husband e that if you will be 
revenged. for that fa; ,- that your vrngeance muſt 
fall, a me, for nc ne but I havecar@p yt ur Tres 
Mherefore did you x46 it (aid the! Gentle-man, 
will tell you (aid ſhe, bring retüurnbd from m 
Morber, where J had Rayed: althuſt all day; 
W 3 knowing 


fervant then ſecing that, took h 
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the ſeven wiſe Maſters of Rom: r ¼ 


knowing that you were hunting and conſidering 
that in regard of your age, and the coldneſs of the 
preſent ſeaſon, it was impoſſible but you would have * 
zpreat'nced of a fire at your return, and not finding 
any dry wood to make 2 preſent fire, I came into this 


' Garden, and very well knowing that the brarches 


ofs Lawrel-tree will make a good fire although they 
be green); I cauſed them to be made into liule fag- 
gots, whereof [ made your fire 2s you have ſeen, ' 
and this is the very truth of the whole matter, 


- whick was done for your ſervice, and therefore you 


ought to take it in good part, and now Sir if your 
anger will not be þ and ry and that you reſolve up- 


; rain yeu may do what you plesſe with me; 
a 


for1-ſhall ſuffer all with patience, fince what 1 did 
was intended to ſerve you ; You have done very ill 
ſaid the Gentleman, and have a care therefore, that 
fer the furure you do not act any thing that ſhall ſo 
diſpleaſe me, for | promiſe you by the word of 2 
Gentle-man, that I ſha rake ſatistaction for both. 
If yon had not been furniſhed with dry wood in the 
houſe,” was there not other trees belides my Lawrel. 
and aſſure your ſelf, that if you had cut Con all 


the Trees in the Garden I ſhould not have bzen ſo 


troubled as for this one Lawre! : but ſince it is done, 
and cannot be helped, we will ſay no more of it, but 


for the future you take more care not to diſpleaſe 


Ibs was the Gentlemuns anger pacyfi:d, aud 
he piſſed away his rme wich the Compa- 
ny that expected him ; the Gere woman 
hearing her husband! aaſwer, and ſecibg N Westi- 


iy e had appoafed him, was vey j y. 14. 


Te 


74 e Hie of Eriftuard 
ſee things ſucceed according. i the intent ion of hee. 
Marker, ſo that ſhe hoped in ſhort time, 10 £9) y 
thut thing which ſhe moſt delired in ihe Wera: an 
Jong'd for the goad hour, when ſbe ſhould ret 1 
her Mcher, and ſhe what courſe (he would tag in 
hee affair, conſidering the good experience the bad. 
. made: of her | Hajbands: patiemce. The haut day 
when the Semen was gane, aa he was wont to 
paſs away the time, the good Wife made haſte to her 
Moher, where with ten thouſand laughiters, the re- 
Jared to her hu all had paſſed, praying her there- 
f we without a8 de liy to perform her promiſe with. 
her; (ince her Huvband had ſhewed hiꝶ ſelf ſo gad 
à2 mas, to throw of his anger ſo eilily, not wich 
ſtanding the great ill turn ſhe had done him; iz is ve - 
ry well laid the Mother, yet however although the 
proaf is very good, yet it being made upon an in» 
ſenſible thing, and which men art not ſo much tronb · 
led at, as at yn oher. I Would therefore have you: 
try your Idusbands pat ience in a thing more cer tuin, 
as in ſome beaſt which he loves a3 the Bitch, for 
which ke hach ſoigre nt an eſteem, th u he canh f 
live wichogt herz kill chis Buch cht refore before his 
ape, and if he lets that piſs without puniſhment, or 
rent anger :then i may fully conclude that I mh̃ 
45 hat yon og, but have care that he does not 
uſe more than wards upon this fetceunt, for I never 
knew any man love any beaſt better than he doe 
this Buch; les me alone for that ſaid the Daughter, 


for in a very ſiitle time you ſhallhear that I will c | 


quit my felt as deri, and well in this ſec ond 
charge, 46 / did in the firſt; and thus being ſully te- 
ſolved with her ſelf of what the took in, Rand, P 

' enly 
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only waited for an opportunity to execute fur de- 


It wa not long after this, but this Sentleman 
walking abroad with ſevrral of his loving friends, 
he took his bitch along with him, his wife dreſs d up 
her Chamber, and the better to adorn it, ſhe put a 
very fair and ric covering upon the bed z and dreſs- 
jng ker ſelf in her beſt apparrel, ſhe: took a book. in 
her band and began to read in it : being ſate downto 
the fire, and expecting her husbands return, who 
at his uſual time came accempanyed with divers o- 
ther Gentle · men, he ſate down to the fire being very 
cold, and the wayes bring very dirty, the little bitch 
being in that dirty pickle, leap'd upon the Bed, and 
bemired all the fair covering that was on it. The 

dad wife took no notice of it, when ſoon after the 

icch leaped on the ground, and having fawned on 
her Maſter, ran directly and lay down on her Miſ- 
trefſes garment. which ſhe all bemired, as ſhe had 
done the bed covering; the young woman ſeeming to 
be very angry, ſnatched up a knife which ſhe found 
there, and having took up her hysbands little bitch, 
ſhe preſently killed kim, in the ſight of all the Gen- 
tlemen that were preſent, and it was dane on fucha 
ſuddain, that none had fo much time as to reſcue the 
ppor creature out of her hands: the Gentleman was 
io very angry at this outrage, that he would have 
— than worde, had not the Comp 
ay hindred him, for all this the young woman corb 
tioned crying, look you ſaid ſhe: how this miſchei- 
vous beaſt hath: ſpoiled my cloathes, 'which are of 
mac value then vll the bitches in the World; and 
which is work, behold what a pickle ſho hath Made 


the 
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the hed in: and to fay the truth, we could keep n- 


thing clean in the houſe for her; yet, however | 
could: wiſh the were alive agen, and I am: very an* | 
gry with my (elf, by reafon of my Husbauds trouble, 
and wiſh I had: not done it; had not my paſſion 
been ſo violent. But fince it is done, he ought ta 
appeaſe his anger; the Gemleman ſeeing that all the 
forrow in the world would not reſtore his birch a 
gen, was ſomewhat prcifyed, only ſaying to his 
Wife, that ſhe had done very ill in that manner to 
| kiltkis birch for fo ſmall a fault ; this being over ihe 
Gemjre-man and his Friends, ſpent their time in 
their ordinary divertiſements, and the young Wo- 
man was pleaſed at her heart, finding that ſhe had 
ſo bravely come off from her underraking, without 
any difficulty : and. therefore the next morning 
early ſhe went in all haſte to her mother, to let het 
know of this laſt paſſage, Weng her to put in ex- 
ecuiion that which ſhe had promiled, ſeeing ſhe had 
(vc cerrain proof of her Husbands patience : the 
Mother underſtanding how matters went, made as 
if ſhe were very glad, and told her Daughtet that 
- truly ſhe had reaſm to keep her word with her, but 
that ſhe might have greater aſſurance, and ſome cle+ 
rer proof of his heart, (he delired one tryal more 
f-his.parience , promiſing and ſwearing to her 
Janghter, that if har Husband then continued in that 
temper, ſhe would immediately, and without any 
delay, give her the content ſhe deſired. And whit 6: 
ther proof would you have ſaid die Daughter, I 
think what we haye slready is very ſufficient : but 
for onght I ſee; all your diſcourſts tend only to pres 
long the content, which you hart promiſed to give 
15 | me 
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me ʒ why did yon not at firſt tell me that you would 
not med dle in it? and then I had took an other courſe. 
Daughter ſajd the Mother, do not take it il, for 


- whar I do ĩs not ro deny you my 3ffiftance, but to 


2ccommadate your honour, and my own alſo; the 
firſt tryal that you made was upon a Plant, and 
therefore you proceeded te 2 ſecond, upon a beaft : 
now I would have you make a third proof upon 
men, what is it you mean ſaid the Daughter, that I 
ſnould kill ſome body, it is ſome what difficult for a 


'woman to do, bur if there he no other way to attain 


my deſires, ſhall not queſtian but to perform it ; 
God forbid anſwered the Mother, for I do not intend 
any ſuch matter, but this is my meaning, that as you 
have already (ffended your Hosband, fo now in the 
lsſt tryal; the diſpleaſure you ſhall do him, (hall not 
only extend to him, but alſo ta the Company; and 
this muſt be done in ſomewhat of as great import- 
ance as Was that of the Lawrel, or Buch which you 


killed; and / have thought how, and what it ſhall be. 


You know your Husbands birth day is very near, 
and that he uſually makes a great feaſt on that day 
for his Friends; I would have yon then when the 
Table is covered, and the victualt upon it, and every 
one is ſeated, that you ariſe pretending to look fer 


ſome what. and that by ſome means or other, you 
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threw down the Table, and all that is upon it: and 
if your Husband lets this paſs without being reveng- 
ed on you, I promiſe you, and ſwear to you, that the 


very day you ſhall do this, / will content yow-in that 


thing, which above all things in the world yon moſt 
fire; the young woman thought the time long, al- 


Rough it was but three yes, bur ſhe reſolved to 


=. 
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wait in the mean time, conſidering with her ſelf tb 

manner ot what ſhe was to do, hoping to have a bet 

ter iſſde tor this third enter priſe, than ſhe had for the 
other xwo ; the delired day being come, the Gentle 
man cauled great preparations to be made, to enter” 
tain thoſe gueſts he had invited: ſo that there was 
very gocd company, and of-the greateſt Lords of 
all the Country, the Tables being ſpread and cover 
ed in ſuch manner as is uſual for Perſons of hs 
quality, and the hour being come to fit dowr (which 
was the deli: ed time for this young weman, not far 
the hunger which ſhe had, but for the great de ſite 
which ihe had to ſatisſie her ſelf, of ſomewhat elſe 
beſides v.Quals :) every one took their places ac- 
cording to their degrees, and among othtrs the young 
woman was ſeated at the upper end of the Tobie, 4 
it is vſual for Ladies, and as the victuals was a ſer- 
ving, the ſaſtned her keys to the table-cloath, and 
having thus done, preiencirg to be in haſte xo go | 
look tor ſomething, ſhe aroſe and in her riſcing 
ſhe puli'd down the Table and all char was upon it, 
whereupon the Gentleman bring angry, asked 
where tore the had thus thrown down the Table; 

' 1 dtd perceive ſaid ſne, thar ſome budy had para 
range knife at your trenchet, and I very well know: 
iog that you could not cndure to uſe any k nile but 
.your own, I therefore aroſe up to look it, and! 
know not how the Table canght hold of me fo that 
it was thrown down; all ike company endeavoured 
4 laugh away the milchance, and paſs ii for 2 jeſt, 

- and--withall every one very much commended the 
great bare the young woman had of her Hazband. 
The Gentleman being very diſcreet, cook no no- 
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titecol it at preſent, that he might not diſturb the 
Company, but ezuſed the Table to be taken up, and 
other ſervice brought, for there was plentiiul pro- 
viſion of all forts of victuals, and thus was the day 
piſſed awry without thinking of any thing but paſs- 
time, whetefore the young woman had à world of 
joy in her heart, beltiving now that there was no 
obflacle that could hinder her coment, ſo that hae 
only waited the good hour when every one would 
be gone, that ſhe might go io her Mother, and bur | 
her order for that which the ſo arden:ly defired ; bi 
the Gueſts kept company together all the day with 


the Gentleman, that ſhe-beirg forced to continue 


with them, by neceflity ecfert d going to her Mo- 

ther till the next mori ing, not queſtioning but then 

all thirgs would fall out to her expectition. Bat ſhe 

found it ot her wiſe, for although the Gentleman had 

paſſed away all his birth day, that he might not 

trouble his gueſts , without cakeing nexice of the 

ſhime Which his wife had cauſed him: yet however 

he had nor forgetten it, nor the other rwo outrages ' 
which ſhe had done formerly; and therefore being 

a wiſe man, he pur poſed to chaſtife his wife, without 
making any noiſe, and therefore the next morning 

finding her awake, and thut the went to dreſs her 
ſelf, td go 10 her Mother, he commanded that ſhe 

ſhould nor rife, whereupon the good wife being aſto- 

nithed, replyed, that ſhe had'a minde to riſe, Ravi 
fleptenough already but the Gentleman anſwe 
her, char the reaſon why he would have her lye in 
bid; wn for her good, and chat it Was convenient 
for het to do fo - rhat ſhe wigkt tak Nr 
by would give ber, for har! ctuſe ff ne, fr 
37% 7 ne 
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need ns medicines, for God be thanked J at well 
and luſty, you are tos luſty (aid he, and the, cauſe of 
it is a certain ſuperfluous blood that boy les in your 
body, which at every turn cauſes you to play the 
fool, which is to my diſpleature, and a ſhame to yan: 
do you remember the fair Lawrel which you did ca 
up the other day, Which | loved above all the trees 
of my Garden: à little while after you killed my 


Birch, which was the pleaſanteſt beaſt ever had in. 


my houſe : yeſterday you threw dowa the Table, 
. where there was ſo good company without conſider: 
ing the trouble you put them 4ll too, to my grtu 
ſhame on my birth day. Naw if I ſhould let 20 
this paſs, I know the fourth offence would excetd 


all the ref}, but I have 2 purpoſe to cure you, and 


thereupon cauling a good fire to be mad. in the 
Chamber, he ſent tor a Barber, who he had provi- 
ded ready. for the purpoſe: He being entred the 
Chamber, he cauſed his wife to riſe, and come to 
the fre, and givihg kim her right arme. he cauſed 
him to rob « and chafe it, to fill the veins the better, 
. ard then commanded he Ba ber to perform his 
Office; he did as he was commanded, and opened 
<ne of the young womans veins, who could not guebs 
what would be the end of this adventure. But ſet 
ing her blood ſhe began to be afraid, but ſhe covld 
not help her ſelt, for the Gentleman canſed her 10 


be held ſo faft that ſhe could not flir : and he let bet 
continge bleeding thus, till ſuch time as ſhe could 


bleed no more, without endangering her life, and 
then he eauſed ihe vein of her right arme to he cle 
Ned and bot ad up, bat he did the fame to her le 


: 


Ty ſue 8222 tha : 4. 
ame, in ſuch manner thai the poor young wore 
* * 4% ͥ è́ WN 1 +.» — 


A 


1 . 


 —_ — — — — Q wt ant - 


2 
t „ „„ OA tv. 


„ ee Ea. es cv 


Mt. 


7 


the ſeven wiſe Maſters of Reine. 31 
was half dead, and having left all ſenſe was car” 
ryed to her bed, where having been ſome times 
38 in 2 ſound , and being ſomewhat come io her 
ſelf, ſhe ſent ons of her ſervants to her Mo- 
ther, earneſſlyf praying her to come to her preſent- 
ſy, the ſei vant — delivered the meſſage, tlie 
Mother made all pofſible haſte to come to het; 
but ſhe underitood of the Meſſenger by the way” 
| how all things: had paſſed, how her Daugher had 
thrown down the Table, and all the victuals that 
was wpcn' it; but ſhe who very well knew all the 
Mifſtery preſently gueſſed how every thing had 
hapned, ard for what cauſe: being arrived at her 
Son in laws Caſtle, ſhe wert directly to her 
Daughters Chamber, faymg to her with n plea- 
ſanc_ and merry countenence, look yon Daughter 
| am re:dy to, aoccmpliſh all that | have promi- 
ſed you, would you have me bring your Friend 
hither to day ; to this the Dꝛnghter replyed with 
a feeble voice, and ſo low, that ſhe could hard- 
iy be heard: Ah Mather I am dead, all my fire 
is extinguiſhed, it is no time now to ſpeak of love, 
but orily to think of giving me ſome Cordial re- 
ſtorative. „ 
Fron this Sir you may comprehend what I will ins 
ferre, and conclude by this example, you are now 
old and full of years,and yer have taken a you wife 
and alth vgh the wants for nothing, but in that 
point that young Ladies moſt deſire,'whercin I ſup- 
poſe you ean do but little to her ſatĩsfaſtion and con · 
o tent, and for the cauſe it is that the Empreſs your 
wife is troubled wich conceĩt: & fancyes in her head, 
fo that whether it be for revenge, or any other end ſhe 
| E | endenyoury 
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endeavours to torment and diſpleaſe you, ſo long ns | 
this miſcheif extended but towards a Plant, or ug: 


on a Dog, it might be endured, as the good Knight 
did, of whom | have ſpoken, bat the eruelty is 100 
great: to deprive you of on only Son which you have, 
Who is ene of the moit accomplifh-d young men, 
that is this day in all the world, wheretore I am 
verily perſwaded that he is faifly accuſed , ſo that 
your Mijefly will conſider ef this affair as you 
ought, without uſing precipitation to draw out the 


track of the fact, you will find your Son innocent, 


und thoſe who endeavour to ruine him, ard cake 4 


way his life, culpable of the out- rage of which chey 


have fallly accuſed him. The Emperour continued 
ſome time in ſilem meditation, hearing the diſcourſe 
of the Philoſopher Thernus. but he reſolved that the 
execution of the ſentence of Eraſftus ſhould be top: 
el for that day, and withal c xpfeſly declared that he 
would gravely and deliberately examine the fact of 
n | | 
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The Empreſs Aphrodicia perſwades the Emperouy to 
cauſe Prince Eraſtus ro, be 'execuied by 4 deſcomrſe - 
which fre made ts him, of 4 King of England; 

, Who having by the Ceuncel of Merlin , cauſed 
: ſeven of his principal Counſellors. heads tobe cut 

' off, who under the name and titles of Sages or 
Doctors, t\rannized over England, and by that 

means the King recovered his 72 | | 


IHE Empreſs had fo great an aif:Rion te hear 
TS & thenews of the death of her Son in Law, ac- 
coding to the promiſe which the Emperour had 
| Wide her , that (every hour ſeemed to be a Hun» 

; dhed year; but ſhe undetfiood the. contrary to her 
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94 The Hiſtory of Eraſtus and 
her ilneſs orcceeded from melancholly, particulars 


ly praying her ro be of good chest, alledging ſe- 


veral reaſons to her, why ſhe ſhould not take it ill, 
that he had ſtayc@ihe exerution of his Son Eraſtns, 
and that he did not intend to ftop the courſe: of | 
Juſtice, bat ro let all the world know that he hid 
proceeded” judicioufly in that affair. Te this the 
Empreſs goir.g t6 anſer, fetched a deep figh, ſaying, 
it is not poſſible Sir, bat theſe delayes muft be i 

wy great prejudice; fince my honour is ſo inter- 
ri ſſed, and the little regard you have for it, although 
you your felf are principally concern'd : howeny 
Jod be my. witneſs that the greateft ſorrow that! 


| have is far your ſake, who no ſeem to me to be re. 


duced ro the ſome condition as a certain King & 
England was, who by tfle. juſt jadgement of God. 
became blind; but I wich that like him you wil 
give ear to the Counſel of the Sage ler lin, by 


| * means he not only "recovered his corporal © * 
1 


ght, but slſo had the eyes of his undirfianding 
cleered z what ard who was this King ſaid the 
wperour, and how was this matter, I pray be no 


| arigry but tell me, far it may ke. | (hall thereupen 


take ſuch advice, Char * . u u ill be 21 giad that you | 
have told it me, as | ſhall be joytuvl that Fhave hett! 


it; Gre grant ii replyed the Empreſs, fo that by 


this means the eyes of your underſt and ing may be 
opened, 3rd although 1'cxpect no more from iy 
diſcaurſe than from your former promiles ; yet 


| however that * may be wanting on wy 
ea 


— 
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rt, | ſhall not forbear to endeavour to let you ' 
nderfland your duty, and theres ſlie ib 
n her diſedurſe. Sormttime there v 
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1 King of Exgland who defircing that the affairs 
of his Kingdom ſhould be well managed, and being 
unwilling to take pains himſelf, that ke might en- 
joy the more pleaſure, he there fore committed the 
management thereof to ſeven great Perſornagts, 
who belonged to his Court, and who having the 
repute of the Sages, pretended to kzve knowled 


ina all things; whercupon in ſnort time it was, 


brought to this paſs, that the King only minding 
his pleaſure, left all diſpatches and affairs to theſe 
ſeven Sages who aRed all things as they were 
minded, and gave the King what account they 
beſt Range for their parpeſe, but above all thing: 
they took cars not to diſplenſe him, ſo that in time 


they were inſuch high eſteem, and they were taken 


rather to be Lords of all England then Counſel-⸗ 
lours , true it is, that in the beginoing they taok 


| ſo goed order in the execution of juſtice, that all 


things were done in good order: but afterwards 


ben they had taſted of the great gifts and preſents 
that was uſually made them ; they then were fo de- 


ou to heap up riches, that they minded nothing 
elſe, without reſpeRing their honour, er the zeal 
they ſhould have to juſtice, and among other in. 


ventions re raiſe meny, they found ont one that 
would raiſe ihem a world of riches, at that 


time it Wis 2 cuſtome in England , for the 
Natives to give ſock credit to dreames, that the 
helieved the greateſt part of their affairs and 
oy theſe of importance werc divinely re- 

to them in viſions and dreams which 


the 
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86 The History of  Eraftus and 
to the gaodneſs and ſanRity of the perſons, who thy 
ſhould dream, fo that when any one had dreataed of 
any king that ſhe could not underſtand, they had re- 
courſe to the Sages ( whereof, in England there wu 
great plenty) and for their adviſe carticd great pre- 
ſents, as if Gold and Silver would cauſe the true in- 
terpreration of dream; iheſe ſeven Deputies of 
Governours of the Kingdome, underftanding of this 
that they might ſhew themſelves the more knowing, 
and more excellent in all things than any body elſe 

and more pariicularly in the interpretations { 

dreams, under pretence of takeir:g away the abuſe 


which was done upon that account, and that the. 


people might not be deceived in the interpretation of 
dreams, they publiſhed an Edict, by which it was 
prokibited , all perſons to go to any to have inter- 
pretation of dreams, but to themiclves. In perſu- 
ance ef which Edi, a world of people came to 
them every dsy, with great preſents : ſo that in ſhort 
time theſe Lords were richer in mory then the King 
himſelf, who minding nothing but to take his ple 
ſure, fell into a very ſtrange accident: for having 
his Nets to be pitched in à very pleaſant For- 
reſt to pleaſe the Ladies with « courſe at hut: 
ing; he was no ſooner gone out of the gates 
of London, to go to this hunting, bur that his 
eye · ſigkt was ſo troubled that he could not lee, 
wherefore taking advice of his Phylzcians 5, 
who, locking on the Kings eyes, found they 
were fair and without bizmiſh z aud under 
ſtanding that ke had no pain in his head that he ws 
not weurded , that might occaſion this blindneſs, 
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they knew not What to think of it, but only” 


aiviſed the King to return to his Pallace, and gy 
reſt himſelf, , and that ig the mean time they! 


would conſult among themſelres df this accident 
to remedy ir. as wellas poſlihly they couſd according 
to xis adviſe the King turned his bridle to return 


back, but he was no ſoouer entered the City- 


guc, bat he recovered his ſign without uſing any 
remedy ; whereupon being not only joyful, bur 


wondring with z merry heart, he turned his 
bridle, to go follow the company; but he was no 
ſooner out of the City, but he was agen taken with 
his former blindneſs, ſo that he wis forced to turn 
back towards the Court and yet ſo ſoon as he was 
entred within the City- gates, he tecoyered his fore 


wer light, yet in regard the time was ſomewhat: 
ſpent, he put off the hunting untill ai other time 


The next day going to paſs away ſome time 
at a garden, that was Without the City, he vas 
ne ſooner paſſed London Gates, but he became 
blind as he had done the day before, and no ſoon- 
er was he returned in the City, but he faw as 


cleerly as ke had formerly done; upon this decount 


the Phylitians were amazed, they had many 
conſulcations but without any effect: for in ge- 


neral it was thus, the Kings fight was good fo 


Dg as he was within the City, but ſo ſoon as he 


vas gut of it he became blind. and although he went 
aut at ſeveral Gates, and had tryed them all yet he 


fill continued blind fo long as he was out of the Ci 


ty, and when he retarned he could ſee well enough! 


this, (condirion this pogr Prince remaine@ 


for lame time, and could not fiade any remedy! 
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88 be Hiftory of Eraſtus and | 
Which was 2 great affliction to him, to ſee bimſelf 
confin d to the City of London, whereupon ont 
day he called the ſeven Counſellots, ro whom he 

had committed the Government of the Kingdome, 


_ temembring that they kad given out that they could 


© give a reaſon for all things, and therefore he ex- 


preſſy enjoyned them that they ſhould make known: ' 


do lum the cauſe of his blindneſs , thar be might 
finde a remedy without being thus. confined within 
he walls of the City of London: but theſe great 


Sages who knew as little of the canſes as the King, 


2 Were ſo amazed that they could not ſpeak, anſwer a 

..* "Word co purpoſe, yet however diſſembling their ig. 
norance, they told the King that the caſe required 

to take {ome time of advice to conſult well on the 
matter, and to ſtuddy on it, that they might give him 
uch an anſwer as might be to His content; to this 


the King replyed, I give you all this day to adviſe 


upon it, and charge you that tomorrow mornin 
you give me an aniwer,; but the Sages finding this 
time to be too preciſe ard too ſhort, told him, that the 
caſc was of tht importance, that it reqaired a moneth 
of delay : how æ moneth ſaid the King, is this the 
great readineſs which you boaſt to have by your +kil, 


. preſently te reſolve all doubts and queſtions : go and 


3 conſult together, and in fificen dayes reſolve me of 
5 What I deſire, and finde a remedy; or | promiſe you, 


will make an exampbe of you to all ſuck as for the fu- - 


ture ſhall he ſo bold” as to abuſe their Princes. Theſe 
oor unadviſed Sages hearing this were much troub- 
- led, yer ſince they had a terme of fifteen dayes, 
they pluckt ap their ſpirits, hoping in that time to 


* 


ſupply their ignorance by the knowledg of _— 
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the ſeven wiſe Maſters of Rome. 89 
ther, ſo that they aſſured the King that within the 
' rime prefixed they would give bim the ſatisfaQion 
be deſired, and having took leave of the King, they 
each of them ſeveraly ſent away meſſengers in Poſt 
to all parts, to finde ont ſome knowing perſon, to 
whom they might apply themſelves in this affair, 
and their Meſſengers had good ſucceſs, they heard of 
the vertue and miraculous ſpirit of the child Mer- 
bn, 2nd of the ſayings he uſed, which ſurpaſſed all 
humain underſtanding, This child was but young, 
and was bers miracalously, ſe that it was believed 
that his Mother had conceived being a Virgin, being 
with child by a Spirit; or a Magician: who it was 
reported had given her a great belly without touch- 
ing her: by means of a familiar Spirit, bat let it be 
ſo or not, the child was no ſooner born, but he be- 
gan to let the world know that he had more than hu- 
main knowledg, fo that in his very Cradle he ſpeak 
the moſt admirable things in the world; whether it 
was in reſolving queſtions, or foretelling rhings to 
come, or deſcribeing things paſt, as auhencically: as 
if he had ſcen them, and he ipake nothing, but he gave 
a good reaſon for it: that it was not p ſſible to 
Imagine that any thing could be contradictory to his 
rexſons, theſe Sages then purpoſed to go finde 
the young Nlerlin, to take his advice how they 
clear themſelves from the Labrix'h wherein they 
were involved, and they travell-d ſo long that 
it Inſt they came to the place where he re- 
lided , who before had fore - told their com- 
ing to his Mother, and ſeveral others —_ 

we is 
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his Mother to be ready, for the arrival of. the 
ſeven who were called Siges, ſhould occaſion him 
to go to Court, where he ſhould continue a long 
ime to his Mothers great advantzge: and to the 
great diladvaniage of thoſe that came for him, 
Theſe Phil->ſophers then were no ſooner artived at 
Aerlins lodging, but they had great experience 
of, his divine Knuwiegg, which put them in good 
hopes, nay, gv them {:>mne aſſaran E that they 
might know from the child Merlin, the ceriainty 
of what they erq ureq after 8 for jult as they Came 
to his houſe, it hapned that near to the place where 


Aerlin was, there pailed by a mag why went in 


great Ratte, whom Aerlin calted by his name, 
ine Traveller hearing himielt cihed, turned back, 
and ſeeing 1533 incre was po body that he knew, 
he turned ab ut tu pr cerd on in his Way ; bat Mer. 
kn called him by his name Jowily, crying out Galgs, 
{for thai was his home) lenk back tor ke waem 
you go to ſeck at London is now here, where you 
thail underſtand more than you cxpeR,Galgs hearing 
biaſclt named, and underftanding the reaſon why 
he went to London, which he had told no bady of, 


Wa anzid, but reach more after he had heard what. 


the Int Merlia (aid fu ther to him, for Aer. 
li nus pak, 0 nit ng Londen to carry half 
aN OAK Vi la to ide King, Siges, to know the 
interpret tion of a late dream »f yours, you have ſa- 
ved yaar labour tar they are all ſeven here, and yet 
you thi!) know no more of them concerning you 
dream, Men er hat Yay nave already from Me, y | 
undcrii end the truth without parting from your gold 
for Iwill have nothing from you, but I wil! inttred 
[ you 


- 
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the ſeven wiſe Maſters of Rome. 75 
you in the wey to be rich; In the firſt place, 7would 
not have you tell me you dream, or I know it better 
then yourſelf it is true thar this laſt night, two hou- 
ers before the ſun riſing, being laid in your bed, you 

| ſuppoſed that being ſting in your Gellar, you be- 
come ſo very dry, ſe that all the drink in yore 
houſe could not quench your thirſt, whereupon 2 
fountain did ariſe in the Middle of yent Cellar; 
having the faireſt water; and the cleereſt thar ever 
eye beheld, to which you ſuddenly rau and having 
tafted of the water, you found it to be the beſt water 
inthe world, ſo that your thirſt was quenched; and 
you cauſed all your family to drink who like you 
received the greateſt content rhey ever his: Now 
to know the meaning of this dream, you are goirg 
to find the Kings Sages, without acquainting any 
body with this adventure, Galgo hearing par. icular 
recitall. of that which he had ſeen in bis dream; and 
knowing that he had no: ſpoken 2 word thereof, to 
any perſon , he was ſurprized, that he believed this 
to be a dream as well, as that which he had dreamed 
of the fountain, and although he was thus aſtondhed 
yet he affirmed chat every thing hid paſſed particulat- 
ly in fuch manner, as the intent Merlin had rected, 
and that for no other cauſe he was taking a journey 
to London, Now you ſhall underſtand the teſt, ald 
Merlin, for this is the principail of your cauſe. The 
alteration which you ſaw, ar.d which in truth pioſſes 
you, is the great deſire you have to ge: Nea h. that 
ou be rid of your poverty, & maintain 50 family, 
better for the ſuture ; the fountain which mull ſti ve 
you to quench this thirſt, is in your honſc, 2 your 
team hath demonſtra ice, and there foi c tin * 
| f A 
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all dilligence, and dig where you thought the foun* 


taine was ; for | aſſare yon, there you mall find ſo 
great 2 quantity-of Silver, hat you ſhall have ſuffici- 


ent for your ſelf and family, bat have 8 care that 


you be not robbed hereafter. The Philoſophers / 
hearing what Alerlin had ſaid, knew not what te 


think; and doubted of the truth, of What he had 
ſpoken, or whether this wag not a defign, or plot laid 
to cauſe the world to believe, that Merlin was 2 di- 
viner ; but he alſo underſtanding their thoughts, thus 
ſpake , I weuld not have you gire credit to my 
ſpeeches further then your own eyes ſhall be witneſs; 
and therefore go along with this good man, and ſee 


him find this treaſure, and then return to me, that! 


may go With you to the King, whoſe grief is not 


unknown to me, without your relation of it; fort 


know from whence it proceeds, and what remedy is 
convenient for his Ture; and 1 affare you that we 
fall. come to Londen che foutteenth day, which is 
the laſt but onr, of the fifteenth , which is limited 
10 you, to anſwer the King, ſo that You ſhall be at 


London time enough; the Philoſophers wondred 


great ly, ro ſee chat Marlin knew already, for what 


© © Cauſe they were come, and the term the King had ap- 


1 and would willingly, kave diſcenrſcd of their 


fineſs ; but Merlin would not hear them, but de- 


fired them to go ſee the good mans trenſure,ond that 
chey ſh ld have a care that they did not touch a pe- 


ny of n & hat afterwards they ſhould come to him, 
who wauld then be ready, to go with them, to the 


King. The Philoſophers hearing this without alight- 


ing from their horſes, they followed the man 
Galgs, whoſe houſe was bat a few miles from that 


plare 
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plate ſo that they came thither the next morning 
Alighting from the ir horſes, bey went into the huuie 
with him ; when he preſently began to dig in the 
middle of the Cellar, where he had in his dream ſeen 
the fountain ts riſe : Bet ke had not digged very deep 
but he met with a great quantity, — Meddali of 
Silver z after that ke found ſeveral veſſels of Silver, 
the faireft in all the world, under which he yet found 
ſo great ® quantity of Ingots of Silver, that you 
could hardly meet with ſo much treaſure, in one 
place together: And now the Philoſophers believed. 
this to be no counterfeit matter z for the King hin- 

ſelf, could her have ſtored ſo muck Silver rogether, 

without great thrift, and along time, and being rhus 

aſtoniſhed, they returned to Merlins quarters, to 

whom they related, all that they had ſeen; con- 

filling that by experience, they knew more to bein 

hime then they theught any man could be endowed 

withal praying him according ts his promiſe, to ge 
to the Covrr with them, before the time Nef 

be elapſed : Queſtion not that (aid he, for ] ſhall be 

there to ſoen for your benefit, they underſtoodaot 

what he meant by thi mae han he who un- 
derſtood how ll things would happen z gave them 

this ſlight knowledge of it: And now Merlin, and 
his Mother began their Journey, in Company of 
theſe ſeven Philoſophers; and by the way dif 

courſing with them of many things, he gave them 
ſuch reaſons for every thing he ſaid, that they were 
rafiſhed with bis diſcaurſe, and ſo lang they travell- 
ed thy; is the evening of the fourteenth day, they” 
arived at Landon according to what Aferlin had fore- 
told. The next morning theſe Philoſophers went uw 
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inabe their t. verence to the King; telling him that 
they were cine within the pet fixed time, to make 
cheer to him; not only that which he bad asked. of 
them, hut all other matters, as well paſt, preſent, & to 
come: What ſaid the Kung, hive you taſted fore 
divinity, lince I aw you, that you can foretel] things 
to came, it will be enough for you to reſolve the 
deut I have demanded 3 witheur bragging of fo 
much, for I purpoſe, not to endure yous abuſes no 
longer. Sir, it is no abuſe, f4id the Philoſophers; for 
we ſhit tell you nothing bur the truth, as by experi- 


ente yu fhalffind but to acqaaitt you with the truth 
of the matter 5; this is not done by cur ewn know-, 


ledge, bit by a divine and miraclovs Child, of whom 
e having heard we (ought him oat for your ſervice; 
and we hav: alrcadly found ſuch proof of his divine 
ſpitits ; ha: ir had not been pofſible for any man to 
have pcriwad:d us to it, it we had not ſeen it, with 
ohr eyes: And thereupon they related to the King 
how all hzd happened about Galgs and the promiſe 
he had made them, to acquaint the King, with the 
ene of his blindneſs, and the means for his recovery; 
wieteupon the King was ſo well pleaſcd, ( as you 
may very well imagin ) chat it ſeemed impoſſible, 10 
; EVpfeſs the j»y, which he had in his heart; and 
therefore he preſently commanded,'that rhe Child 


eMtrlin ſhould be brought into his preſence : But 


when he ſaw that he was ſo young, he ſuſpected that 


theſe Philoſophers did only put an abuſe upon him; 
which Merlin very well knowing, ſaid to the King 5. 


Sit, before I hall tell you the cauſe of your blindneſs 


when you ate ou of the City of Londen; und the 


ache to deliver yov, I will ſhew you to * we 
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ligbt, hat hath been the, cauſe 04 it, ard want keeps 
ou in this Conciivn ſe that you leewy bv cxperi- 
enceſthat | knew the cavic of your evi. which hath 
bees hid and unknown to your iet, and all others, of 
© your Kingdom, you will be ihe wore ready to give 
credit 10 what I mall further jay 1+ you ; Hereupon 
having cauſtd the bed whercon the Kirg uſually Mlepe 
to be removed; he ſaid thus Sir, cauſe ſombody to 
dig under it, for there you ſhall find a great Caul- 
dron, that without 4 4 continually and which 


is maintained, by ſeven grear balls of fire; whereof 
there is one in the, Middle, Which is larger than the 
dihers, who are all of zn (qual bigneſs, and zre all 
placed about this great ball: Now Sir, yon may 
pleaſe io underſtand, that ſo long as the fire of theſe 
balls ſhall endure 3 you ſhall always find your ſelf 


blind, when you are eut of the City of London and 
yet it is impoſſible, to ext inguiſn it by nature, nor by 
any ether liquor, whatſoever, for the more water 
ſhall be cat upon this fire, ſo much the more violent» 
ly will it burn; and further great cate muſt be taken, 
not to remove this burning Caldron from the place 
where it is, for it will not only burn thoſe that ſhall 
attempt to remoye it, but you will alſo ſuffet more 
miſchicf, if it {hov!d be removed; For you would he- 
cawe abſolutly blinde, without armedy as wel with 
in iſe City as without, vpen theſe wards of Horlim, 
the Kirg commanded to dig in the place where his 
bed 1 but they had not digged veiy deep, but they 
ho ck began, were forced to leave eff, by reaſon 
of the grea {monk thar iſſued out! It is nou? 
lid Merlin, ſor the force of the fte, will diſcover i 

tx; and jo it came w paſs, for it was not long before 
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the earth flew up like (parks of fire, and then firſt wy 
ſeen the greur ball of fire, which was it the middle j 
"and ſoon after, the reſt diſcovered themſelves; one 


after an other, fo that in leſi then an hours cime there 


was plainly ſeen rhe buring Cauldron , and the ſeyen 


fize balls, which did caft up their fireagreat height? 


At this light the King was amazed, and ſo were al 
the Princes of the Court, who wete very deſirous to 


vriderftand the miftery of this miracious fire; and 


more eſpecially the King, who earneſtly asked of 
Merlin; from whence rhis fire could proceed Sir 
anſwered he, this is a great ſecret of God, who wil 
hot have i; revealed bui t» thoſe whom i: Concerns | 
und therefore if you would know the truth, let every 
one depart ; for to your ſelf only, will I declare thi 
miftery. Liereupon every one, by the Kings Con- 
mand left the reom, and none remained there, but 
theKirg and a Herlin, who thus began his dil. 
courſe ; Sir, your Majeſty ought oat to think that 
the things of this worid happen by chance, as ſome 
© Ignorant perſons have ſaid; but you are certainly 
to believe that nothing happens but by the -proyi- 
dence of Gd who having diftributed kis charges, t 
evety one, according to his good Will and pleaſure be 
willech, and expeReth, that man ſhould perform his 
endeavour ; in the vecation, to Which he hath called 
bim; aud therefore having committed 10 you le 
2dminiftration and government of this Kir gdom, his 
pleaſare was that taking care of the affairs there, 
and per forming the duty of u good Prince; 
you ſhould procure the good, and repoſe d 
ine affaires of your people; as for ſome tim 
hou Gd; e fee a you tif fe ch 
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give your ſelt to plcaſnres, that leaving the charge 
to others, of thoſe sffuirs ; which according to Gods 
will, ſnould paſs through your hands; you were kept 
from the true knowledg thereof, ſo that the good 


j uſtice that had been in this Kingdom, hath been al- 


tered, and your good ſubjeRts are opreſſed; and on the 


conir ty, they who ſhould be examplarily punifhed; 555 


nat only eſcape, by means of their money, hut alſo 
are proved with ef ates, and offices; juſtice is to thoſe 
that will give mof?, and finally, all things go con- 


racy to What they ought: Al this evil proceeds 
from no other cavie, but that you being unwilli 


19: be tbubled with Rate affairs, have left the min- 
bagment of all, to theſe ſeven 3 whe under pretence 
of the name of Sages, committ the greateſt extorſions 


' and unjuſtices in the world; thinkiog of RANG; 


bat hw to Tyranize «vr the poor people; 
heap to themſelves great treaſure, the de- 


\ fruftion of your Sabj &s z wWhoſe complaint, and 


ery; having reached up unto heaven, God by his 
jatt Judgment, hath ſent you this bliridneſs, which 
you have, when you are out of the City of London's 
that as You have voluatarily deptived your 


ſelf of the eyes af your underſtanding; ſo that 
von will not ſee, nor take notice of any thing; 


but your p3rcjicular pleaſure, inſtead of having 


| your cyes employed, for the good and quiet 


'of your people; yon ſhould be alſo deprived 
of your Corporal ſight, ſo iat you may not ſee 
any thing out of your City of Linn: Thus 


have I told you the Cauſe of your evil, ſa 
thu now without "ſaying any more 
7 H | j 
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r is eaſie for you to remedy it, but that you may 


be without any excuſe, I will preſcribe to. you the 


courſe you are to take; know then that God would 
have you Chaſtiſe your ſelf, for your fore-paſſed 


negligence, and by the ſame rmeanes, that thoſe who | 


have exerciſed ſo much Tyrany over your people, be 


pyniſhed, for their crime: are beyond all compariſon | 


greater then yours: True it is, that yen have very 
much failed, but it was throngh Ignorance ; having 


put into the hands of others, the adminſiration and 


charge which God had comitted to your ſelf; indeed 
,you might think them to be wiſe men, and fit for fuck 


a government, bat they have maliciouſſy (ffended; 


for they very well knew, har their actions whetein 
they Tyran zed over this Ringdom z were contrary 
to God, and nevertheleſs their inſatiablneſs and avar- 
ice have continued; & therefore you ought ta amend 
your ſelf, and that they ſuffer death; and I affure you 
if you act this juſtice upon them, your evil will leave 
you, and if yon will not, I advertiſe you that the 
Jadgments of God will increaſe upon you ; ſo as to 
darken or heart, and / cell you there is no way to 


extinguiſt theſe (even fire balls, but by the heads of 


theſe ſeven, and that you may hae a proof of what | 
ſay, make a tt yal of the greaceſt, fer as you have ſeen, 
the more you endeavour c(oextinguiſh it with water, 
or oth<Þ1iqaor ; fo much the more violenily it burn- 
eih (as yon have already made tryal } cauſe the 
bead of the principal, that is the oldeſt, aud moſt in- 
veterate of theſe Sxg*s, to be cut off; and you will 
ſen ly ſee that this great fire ball will he ex iin 

hed. The King having very attentivly hear, the dil. 
courſe of Merlin; ſore times blufhed, and then agen 

| became 
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beramè pale, and de found himſelf touched to the liie, 
ard yet however acknowledged his fault, for having 
continued ſo long without tak ing care of the affairs 
of his Kingdom he began to ſigb and groan, entreat- 
ing the good Merlin, that he wonld pray to God 
for him that his Majeſty would forgive him his 
fralcs, you need not doubt of that anſwered Mer- 
lin, .for in- pet forming what I have told you, your 
offences ſhalt be pardoned; without the interceſſion 
of any, and on the contrary if you do not perform it, 
a greater vengeance of Ged'is prepared for you, ſinde 
how you cznnot pretend the canſe of Ignorance : 
The King did think it very ſtrange to put thoſe to 
deach, whom he had raiſed to ſoch grearneſs, and of 
whora he had ſeverall times had experience dn many 
occaſiont to be very wiſc z but conſidering, and view- 
ing with his eyes, the matter of the Cauldron, and ha- 
ving a remorſe of gonſcience, for the great fault which 
he had commited, which put him in fear, of a more 
| ſharp vengance according to the threaterings of Mer 
lin, he therefore reſolved to make a trial of the princi- 
pall of the ſeven Philoſophers and thereupon cau- 
ling him to be called, pretending to conferr with him 
about what Merlin had told him; he ordered his head 
io be preſcntly, and privatly cat off, which being 
done, the great firo ball in the middle that did caſt out 
more fire. thaa the reft, was of it ſelf extinguiſhed : 
This beivg ſeen by the King, without any more de- 

lay, ke did the ſame by the reſt, cavtiog them to 
come one by one, and as one hezd was cut ff, fo one 
fire ball went out; ſo chat the laſt was noſooner be- 
headed, but all che fire was extinguifhed, & there was 
0 appeagance ; neither of balls nor Cauldron, 
: H 2 which 
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. which was nor matericall as Merlin ſaid, but it wh 


of fire, although ir ſeemed ro be of mettle, as other 
Caulcrons are, and the earth where it had been be. 
fore, was as cool and freſh as in other places. This 


being done; e Herlin ordered the Kings ' Chambe, 


trouble to find himſelf blind, beit g out of the * 


to be put to tigtits, and cauſed the bed to be pliced, N. 
where it had formerly been; and becauſe it was then 
late, he told the King that he ſhould reſt contentcd, Þ| ; 
and take his eaſe, for that night; and that the r.& 
day they would go out of the City of Londen; where 
he ſhould perceive his deliverance and healing, which 
- thouid be then ſeer, and known of all the world: 


he next morning the King aroſe early gs joy full as 
might be, ar d ſent to all the Princes and Barros, and 


Gentlemen of his Court; that they ſhould be ready, 
10 2ccompany him; for he would that. morning 80 
pals the time, aut of the City of London 2 Every une 
meixailed at the news, becauſe the King had o long 
continued withour going out of ihe City, for the 


for the matter of the Gavidron, was nat yet di- 


. vulged or known and although it had been, ii would 


(have been accountd as a fable, and eſpecially by 
+tho'e who believe no more than What they (ee, 


+ The King then being mvi.n:ed on the faiteſt 
horſe in his fable, did fer ro wards having Mu. 
lin by his fide, wh» wis in homely habis, for 
. not withſtane&:ng all his knowlecge; he would 
have no other Clothes, but went in poor 115. 


C 


1. 


ment, according to the Condition of his , birth; 
not regarding Clothes nor rickes : The King 
did all the way. diſcourſe with Merlin, which 


his Princes wondered at; to ſee him thus taken 
I» , | N 1 pp 


* + . _ | 
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18 poor lad, without ſpeaking one word to 
* 10 the Nobility that foll-wed him; and being come 
to the City Sate, Mun going be fore, ſaid to ihe 
vB rin | 


Ring Sir, as | have ferved you as n Philician, fol 
will ſhew you the way toreivyce; and the great 
-pecaſion you have for it, in having recavered 
Your light to the great content of your people. And, 
yet if you wilt ipeak the truth, although you had 
. ſome hopes of your cure, yet you were not ſo cer- 
ain 8s now at this time you make experience of ii: 
And going forwards out of the Gate, be tui ned a- 
bout to the King who wis alſo iſſued aw ;. and 
looked about towards all parts, believing bimfelf 
entred into a new life, to ſee himſelf reſtored to that 
which he had fo long loſt, without knowing how 
and which he had ſo often endeavcured to recover 3 
but in vair. Whereupon Merlin ſaid to him Sir, 
do you lee the truth of what | told you, and how the 
providence of God it great, give him thanks there- 
fore, and for the future, ſo order you sctians 
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- F that the fury, and 5 of God may not fall 
id upon you. The King being tranſported with joy, 
by | ran io embrace ¶Aerlin heartily ; thanking 
dim for his good aide and aſſiſtance, with a promiſe * 
a hever to act contrary to his directions. The 


Princes Barrons and Gentlemen , who followed 
the King, ſeeing thie were ſurprized with mervaile 
ind joy, to ſee their King with his accuftomed 


tht , and every one (hewed ſome (igne of re- 


— 
2 


h; || joycingyz which was redoubled inthe hearts of all, 

"5 | when they underſtood the meanes the King had ta- 

ich ken for his Cure, which was a true and abſolute a» 

= franchiſing of the realm of England, from the ryrapy 
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ſpread a broad. Bonfires were made not only in 


lin, he continued with the King, untill Juſtice was 
teformed ; and having given him many good decu- 
ments, as well for his particular perſon, as for the 
government of his people; he then went to inſtruſt 
other Princes and Nations, according to the Charge 
which God had given him. | 
Now to apply this diſcourſe to your occafion,] 
ſay Sir, that you ſtand in want of a Merlin, to ſhew 
you, the abuſe of your ſeven Philoſophers, who 
ſtuddy nothing more, but how to take away yout 
Night that you may not be able to Judge ,nor only of 
. thivgs paſſed, but alſo of thoſe that are in being, 
and which you your ſelf have {cen with both your 
eyes: And in order th-reunto, they do ſo diſturb 
your brain with their fabulous tales; that by degrees 


they will perſwade you that the vilanous action 


which the Traytour Eraſtus hath done, contrary to 
all right, divine and humane; and to your per- 
petuall ſhame ought not only, nat to be puniſhed 
according to the {entence; which you have given bat 
that he deſerves a reward; to which blindneſs if 101 
ſuffer y ou ſelf to be ſotiſlily wrought unto ; l cn 
think no ether wile, but that they will in time, take 
avzy. your life, as they have a'ready deprived 
you of your eyes, ; of your onderftanding, 
( which 1 hope God will not permit,) by which 
meanet wich this wicked Eraftus , they way 


© exerciſe heir Tyrany on the poor Roman Empite., 


— 
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of theſe Teven Philoſophers ; who had for ſo long 
time opprefſcd the phor people: This news being 


London,bar throughout all England; and as for Ar- 


vr 


I ſhall preyear thar, ſaid the Empet out, tet to . 


', , the ſeven miſe a eſters f Rome. tea 
row morning withour fail, Juſtice ſhall take its 
courſe; in the firſt place, upon that Wretch 
| whe hath ſo highly. offended, againſt yaur ho- 
in nour and mine; and fecondly, 7 tbeſe 


oQ oe _ 
3 


2 Raſcals; who in ſtead of learning him vertue, 
1 have ſhewed him how to commit, ſuch vilavous 
1 actions: And of this, aſſure yaur ſelf my dear, 
e for it ſhall be delayed no longer. The Empreſs 
at  thenſcemed to be of good cheer; expecting the 
e day, With an Ardent deſire which poſſeſſed her, 
to hear the News, which might . extipgui 

a the Cruelty and Rage, which conſumed her. 
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The Phileſepber, Encſtopus ffayed execution of tb 
' ſentence againfi Eraſtus for the fourth day; by 
4 diſcaurſi which be made to th Emyeronr of a: 
.- _ - Gentlenian of Pads, named Cleander; who fr 
tlie words of bis Chamber. maid, killed his Wife ' 
2nd Servant belieuing that be bad found them in 
Abe act of diſboneſty together; and yet afterwards. 
Powing the Contrary, he tore out bss Chamber 
ES TIT "Hp 5 f ; v3 
3 > maids beart; aud being in diſpair hanged him 
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e HE Emperour having [-Jaced himfelf that night 
uu the Empecls, at þ:eak of day he call'd x; 
cone of the Gen. lemen of his Bec. chamber to bim, 
3 Keiko fv one of his print ipal ſavorites ) com- 
2 mrad ing him with out further delay, to put in real 6 
enccut ion: the ſentence which he had pronounced 
agi Eraflus; and that he ſhovld whily in- 
c.c lige himſelf to that end, leaſt the Philoſe- 
pöber ſhouid come in the interim, 2nd hinder him 
pf his intention: further commam ing him, that 2 
oon as Eraſtus was executed; he: thon'd has = 
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J 
* * 
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ſurpriſe the Philoſophers and ſecare, them 
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tube ſeven wiſe Maſters of Rome. 104 
| « Frang Priſon, cach a part , to deter them from 

| conſulting each other, about he mens of their de- 

liuarance It is true, the Empreſi was very ocfir us 

| 20d therefore much preſt the Emperour that with 
ont delay that one time and place ſhould pat 2 pe- 
riod to their and Eraſtus his life z but ibe Eupe ; 
rour would not be induced to a conſent, ſzyirg, that 
to pleaſe the Senate (among whem theſe Po- 

. phers wert in great eſteem) he would further-en. 
quire into their Jew'd lives and converſations, and 
ether miſdemeanovurs, which they had. perpetrated 
in the behal of Eraſtus: and if at length they 
would not confeſs, he would compel! them to do it, 
and in the concluſion infli ſuch puniſhments as their 

viklanies have deſerved. The Empreſs being, here- - 
with pacifted, her ſole expettatien waired for the 

|, welcome news of the death of her Son · in · la but 

| on the contrary that good Philoſopher who refol- 

ved to ſtaud the fourth day in the defence of Era- 
Rus, was much troubled for his young Mafer. 
Now this man ( be ſides his profound knowledg in 

oiker Aris and Sciences ) was very akilful in divint- 
tiou, by the flight and chirping ot Birds, for which 
he was called by the name of Eneſcopys, ard in 
ſhort, kaving known by he flight of certain Brrds. 

| doe evening preceeding tha: threatning ita mern, 
that Eraſtus ſhould be in danger of his fife, he went 
to the Caftle before it war day; with an intent to 
find him ere the hour that ſeem'd with danger 

, ſhould approzech ; and finding tte gates ſur, he w ü 

| afraid to knock fearing that the. Ecdperour und-r- 
Randing his errand was to ſpeak with him, would 
gauſe him to be thruſt ont of the Caſtle, for he was 


well 


_ 


+ 2 


8 . ry - * a 
=; " . D n — 9 © OO = - 
. n Ps n 8 * * 8 1 * 


195 Tue Hiſtory of Eraſtus ans 
well inform d before of the reſolution of the EA 
perour and Empreſs the night foregoing ; and there · | 
fore reſolv'd to wait at the gate till ſome one came 
with whom he might enter, and ſo ſpeak with the 
Ewperoir ; and (o it fell out as he had determined, 
For che Empreſſes Phyſitians having underſtood chat 
' ſhe was indifpaled the foregoing night, came very 
early that morning to the Caſtle, to enquire, into her 
health and welfate, and to conſs!t the. moſt proper. 
medicines for her recovery i by which means the 
Philoſopher Euoſcopus had a fait opportunity te 
have entrance into the Caſtle with them, he atrended 
in the hall till they wert returi d from the Chamber: 
of the Empreſs to go to the Emperour, to informe 
his Majeſty of the preſent condition of their Mi- 
ſtres. The Phyſitians finding the Empreſs well, and 
that ſhe ſtood nut in need of their aſſi ſtance, teck 
their leaves, and from thence went io he Chamber 
of the Emperovr, their to pay their reyerence and. 
devoir, and with them wene the goed Phileſophee 
Enoſcorus, whe ws no ſooper diſeovered by the 
Emperour, but he inſtantly darted at him a furiens 
deadly look, and uphraided him with many miſ- 
cirriages, and was abut to have had him cudgel'd 
ſoundly out of the Pallace y bat fearing he might 
thereby procure the difrepatation of a paſſiounite 
man, and one that is tranſporred with challer ( hs 
ving alwayes been + modceyie Prince and well ge t 
verned) he bridled his paſſion ; whictr che Philoſe - 
pher perceiving he made this 1 an argument to is Y | 


enſuing purpoſe ,-and begageto appfaad the great &, 
moderation of the Emperour, of ic be bad *2 
made large demonſtrations, even till chat time * J , 
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the ſevem wiſe Maſters of Rome. 106 
kis actions z making it apparent hat great profic 
and reputation he kad gain d by that means through + 
the whole Univerſe, remonſtrating wir all into 
what inconveniences they precipicare them elves in- 
to, who being led captive by choller, or other ſſſi- 
ons, geglccting the true government nf theme ee 

have done thoſe things which are_ irremecileſs , and” 
ſeeing repentance Was unavoidable, thy have been 
reduced to deſpair, efpecially their cordon b--ng 
irrepꝛirable. But the more demonſtratins ne Phe 

' laſopher made hereof, the more epraged was the 
Emperaur, ſo that he did nor hear him, bur with. 

reat perplexity ; ſo that turning his back upon the 
iloſophet, he was juft about to leave the room, 
but the preſence of the Phy ſitians and many other 
rſons of quality, wkick were then in the Caltle 
reſtricted his departure, fcaring he might give them 
occaſton to blame him for not giving them audience. 
The Philoſopher now became earneſt, and preſſing in 
ſach manner that he demanded of the Emperour by 
way of admonition, where wu his praJence, & actuſ · 
tomed patience, &wWhit was become of that lere he 
ever had to joſtice, & thoſe other excellent faculties 
Which were wont ſo to ſhine in him, thai they ſerved 
for a leſs ornament to themſelyes, then wonder to 
others. I ice ſayes che Enipergur what you aime at, 
and that ypu came hicher to break the neck of my 
Intention eoncerning Eraſtus; but it is in vain, for [ 


Y Have determined what ſhall be done in ſuch fort that 
_ Without demvrring or delay, juſtice thall take place; 


Whom to ſatisfie, / had rather ſee che death of my 


J Len, and be deſtitvre of 2 lawful ſucceſfur to the 


than to 


wo — aw 


de, pardon bim in a caſe ſo horrible 
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villanou:& deteſtable, leavinghim his liſezby a father: 
ly indulgence, to leave after me tothe Empire a man 
ſo vild and wicked, to be its Printe and Governour, 


moreover do nat think this balineſs ſhall be conclu- 


ded in his ſingle death t for juſtice ſhall no ſooner 
have had her courſe on him, bat that her rigour ſhall 
turn it ſelf up en you, and your Bretheren, for that 
evil doctrine and infireQioy, to which may be atiri · 
boied this miſcarriage and diſorder which hath ſur- 
ron led the blooming years of young Eraſtas : not- 
wichſtanding he ſhall nor eſcape puniſhment, the 


which ſhall as in juſtice be redoubled on you not 


long after, ſceing that an old man and making pro- 
feſſion ought to be punifhed with greater ſeverity, 
than a young man wha hach yet arrived to no grea · 
ter height than the name of a Diſciple. Sir, ſaid the 
- Philoſopher lam not aff zid of death, nor will in 
threars terrific my companions, whe have lea'n'd 
in the Rudy of Philoſphy, that death is no pain to 
the vertuous, but end of ificir pains and travaile, 
ſerving to them inſte ad of a gate or emrance into e- 
yerlalting happineſs ; and by this. means by how 
much the more. you caaſe our advancement, by ſo 
much the more are our obligations te you for ir, but 
as to you it is imp: (ſible; would it not anger any 
one to lee you inſtead of reputation and a good name 
which you may acquire by the love you bear to 
jaſt:ce, you fall into diſreputation and infamy perpe- 
tual, for being a Prince that is cruel, inhama in, preci- 
Pirate, inconliderate, credalous and eaſie, to be de- 
deceiv d, having your cars p · ſſeſt by one who eoun - 
terkeifs 3 love, but hates you morially and ſeeks 
9 , 
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the ſeven wiſe Maſters of Rome. 103 
by all means to make an end of ſuck, who to ſpeak 
truly have ho other end bat the advancement of your 
grandeur, and the utility of the Comm. g: wealth, 
I cannot be blaimed ſaid the Emperour fer opp+ting . 
2 fatherly affection to obey juſtice z ſince I proceed . 
not by the inſtigations of any, or their falle periwa- 
ſions, nor from my felf, through fault of having al- 
wayes my ears patiently imployed ; for this fact 
was not related to me, I faw it with both my 
eyes © yet notwithſtanding | refus'd nut to give au- 
dience to you and your Companions; who by your 
tittle taitle, and tedious diſcourſe, have fo enraged 
me, that nothing could pet me into à greater palſi.nt 
for from them J could never gather any thing on 
which / might reſolve, but only inſiſted on ſentuait- 
ty and natural aff.ction which in this reſpect agrees 
in the conqueſt of what will be found reaſonable, 
und certainly the malice of your Companions hath 
demonſtrated it ſelf greaily in this affair, not only 
content ing your ſelves, to have ſhown ſo bad an ex- 
ample and giving ſuch bad* advice to Eraſtus, but 
that you percmptoiily vphold him in his crime pre- 
ſuming on your paintd expreſſions , ( advlterating 
colour d) and ſubile inventions, to make me fall in- 
to this reproach, and ſo work upon my noddle, that 
I may take that fer a fable or dream, which I ſaw 
-with both mine eyes : but the matter is ocherwile, 
than you ſuppoſe ir, for know | will ſecure you 
ſrom evermore abuling any perſon, and take this 
for certain that this is the laſt diſcourſe you ſhall e- 
yer wake in this world, to which the Philo- 
lopher replyed with out the leaſt aſtoniſhment, 
1 know not what you may have _ 
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19 © The "Hiſtory of Eraſtus and | 
bur I kuo full well that the jadgement of the fight, 


notwich4anding it is judged more infallible than 
hearing, yet it hath often prov'd deceitfal, eſpecially © 


when the {pirit is bafied, and craniported with ſome 
paſſion; (or whether good or bad, it alwayes multi 
plyes Hat theit eye would ſufficiently and faithful. 
Iy temark; ſo that frequently a thing ſeems greater 


in appearance, than it is in effect, and by this means, 
that which you think you have ſeen in Eraſtus may 
be fal'r, vou cann t have à beiter inftance again 


him, than what « Gentleman of Padua had againſt 


his own faichful ſet vant, thinking he had diſcovered: 


him vitiating bis wife, (who norwitaftending Was 
one of ,the chaſeſt Gentle women in all Pandua ) and 
therrapon withonr enquirirg into the cauſe of his 
ſervants going into his Ladyes chamber, and purting 
too much confidence in his gra eyer,(lew them boths 
but having, ter wards under ſtood the the truth of 
the matrer, (for God will net ſuffer long the inno- 
cent to be nppreſſed with calumay but by the ſame 
int roment that rey were wrongtully villifyed and 
diſparaged, by the {ame hall their innocency ſhine 
as b-igtit as the morning dan) Fay this por Gen. 
tl: mah {cl} into ſuch deſpair, that hating both 
ſelf and life, and finding nothing no other way to 
effice the faulr by him committed, then 10 execme 
joſtice on himſelf, ſor the injuſtice and injuty which 
he had offorded kit wife, 21d faithful ſervant; de- 
prived hitoſelt of life by his own wretchedne(s,and 
certainly if God (wo hath alweyes his eye fixt 
for the cor verſation of the Roman Empire, preſerve 
you nat in this great exigency into which / ſee yon 
falling, I ſear in a very little time, a miſcheif wil 
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| the ſeven wiſe Maſters of Rome: 110 
befall yoo, for precipitating and haſtening the death 
of your Son, for his 3 th:neivg our in 


#cc{s of time (but to late fer him) you will be 
confrain'd in all right and reaſon to revoke that ſen- 
tence you pronounced too raſhly, and with greater 
precipitation then the evil matter of fact required 
thing diſcordant rs Emperial dignity, in which you 
are now eftabliſht , in which ftaie nothing crght to 
be done, but with maturity and deliberation :; Ir is 
impoſſible for me to diſſemble the. love 1 bear for 

Prince Eraſius your Son, as well for being my Diſ- 
ciple : as for thoſe vertues which peſſeis his Royal 
breaſt, and furthermore 25 he it the off. ſy ing of 
your Emyerial blood, but theſe move me not ſo 
mved 28 truth it ſelf, and in its vindicat ion am ready 

io ſacrifice a life; and ts tte intent I miy not ſur- 

vire my Diſciple, I am expreſiy come betcre your 

Mijeſt y, ( havirg onderftood the command yeu have 

iſſued öut for the execution) humbly beferching 

this favour not to permit to live after his denth* and 

new Sir ſeeing that we are freed from the fear of 

death, be plenſed te lend an car to the diſcourſe of 

the Gentleman of Padua, of whom ſomewhat [ 

ſpeak before ; to this there wants nothing more 

but the diſcharge of my Conſcience in all things; I 

Know way any wayes concern your grandeur and 
ſervice, this done do 8s you ſhall think moſt. fir and 

expedient with Eraſlus, my (elf and companions; 

Itſs hapned that there were many Senarves in the 

Chamber where the Emperour wis, to confer with 
him about matcers of Sate, who hearing the peach 
of Enoſcepus the Philoſopher were much mov d aud 
Kouþled, ray and the Emperour himſelf ; although 
5 | 2386 


The Hiſtory of Eraſlni and | 
23s at Other times, he made no great EPpetrunce 
thereof, hcreupon the ftanders by ſnpplycated the 
Emper-vr for the prolongation of the life of . 
raftus, till the Philoſepher had finifhr his diſcourſy 
that bernighr not ſeem to have denyed audience int 
matter of ſuch great importance as the life of x 
man : to which the Emperour eanſented though 
much ag: inſt his minde, and thereupon ſent away in · 
ſtaat ly to defer the execution till further order: foe 
the innocent Eraſtn 5 was already on the Scaff.d, 
and his eye t covt red, yet lifting vp his head to hes 
ven, he ſhczvcd by figns his ivn-cence, and to avoid 
the malignity of . æleſtial influences, he was com- 
pell d to be ſilent. The execution then being de- 
ferred for ar hour. without more ade obſerving he 
command of tbe Emperovr, the Philoſopher begin 
his Narrative, in this manner following. 
la the 1 oble City of Padua, 4 place highly re 
novened, as well for its grandeur, as famous Ui 
yerfiry, ard illuſtrious Perſonages, its Inhabitants, 
among whom a young Gentleman called Cleender, | 
who was reputed among the cheif of that City, 
us well for his great wealth, as antient and noble 
Fami y. This Gemilewan from his infancy having | 
been well eduerted in learning, and brought up in il 
vertves, and commendable exerciſes, ſuitable to his 
degree, he became ſo great a proficient therein, that 
there was ud other taſk in Padua, but of the excel- 
lent education and good nourtriture of the young 
- Gentleman ; by which means his father was partaker 
of no ima honour, beſides the inward ſatisfacti 
which poſſeſt his heart, it come to paſy this 
Gentlemens Father dyed, and having paid 
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tbe ſeben wiſe Maſter: of Rome: 112 
"hich was dus te Najure, he became by this tuns 
” ſole Heir being bis Fathers only Son, and thercupon 
took poon him the care of all che affairs of the 

houſe Which Wal very greg. Sat 
Notwichſtarcding, witkout ſecluding himſelf from 
tkoſe honeſt exereiſes in which he was broaght 
' up, he managed ſo dexteronſly his affairs, that n 
right ſay he Was born to tule an govern an EMW: 
Ire: and this rendred him more admirable is e- 
very one. + 1 
The Relations and Friends of this young Gen? | 
* glemin, ſeeing how otderly he governed his houſe, .. 
And being che ſole male of oat family which 
wi left, perſwaded him to marty, that ſo goed - 
'and antient family might not be loft by his fanl- 
ty neglett of procreation- To which the Sen- 
tleman would not condeſcend at firſt, but oppoſed 
it with much obflinacy. Howerer underſtanding 
whit his frietds ſaid, proceeded from a fincere 
affeQi:n, he promiſed to par in practice what. 
they kad coynlclied him, with this provi/o, thas - 
the Gentlewoman they ſhould provide for him, 
ſhonid' be of quality, aud not inferiour to his for: 
tunes; moreover well educated zud of an age &- 
greeable to his een: which being underſtood by 
dn friends they undrrook the pains to find at 
fſoch a ene 24 he drmanded: it was not long ere 
they had procyred ſuch à Gentle woman, fair, 
; young, and. bred like 2 Gentlewoman of Pad, 


2 „ os 


a 


| name Was Beatrice. 5 
Their matriage dane and ſolemniz ed be took hemd 
wu bim his A N he found in all thing 
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importunate with her Hasband(as other women are) - | 
to have” the 'manzgeraen; of the  houſhold 
affairs which (he ſo notably handled that in a few. 
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11 1 Hiſtory of Etat ! 
what he deſired, It fo fell out that ſhe was v 


moneths the Gentleman ſarrendred the whole 
charge thereof to her guidance, wherein ſhe he- 


haved her ſelf wonderfully well, diſcreetly and me- 
deftly, ſeldom sQing any thing without the advice 


of her Hus band, diſcourſing him alwayes ſo much to 
the purpoſe, with a deporrment ſo ſweet and amiable 


that her Husband thought himſelf in her the happi- - 


eft min in the world : this amity. and concord lafted 


x long time, for that theſe two were held the faiteſt 


and happieſt couple in all Padme; but fortune ( in 
Enemy te the tepoſe and 9 of the verty- 


ous) Wainot long ere the laid n plot to ranverſe 
their happineſs, and to turn their joyes topſi turvy 


making an exchange of the felicity maneaa imagine, 


into che greateſt miſery that can, befall man- 
kind, / | 


Now this Gentlewoman had 8 Chamber-maid . 


mong other ſervants who was an excellent Govern- 


neſs of a houſe, to whom her Miſtreſs gave 8 great 
deat more liberty than to others, fet that lore 


und fideliy ſhe experimentally had found in 
her „ nor-with - ſtanding this great gevern- 
, "hefs, doing as many dad done before, wb 


" finding item ſelvei pamper'd by good * and enter- 
8 


„teainchent, never think of their honour, 


oo 1 
SR * : 
ry . — 
. 
5 7 
#2. 

. ” 
_— 

+ 8 
R : 
8 
2 5 

4 
iis 

TY « 


* 


» 


2 laſlful eye upon one of ibe ſervants of the houſe, 


and being over confident of the good opinion her 
* ng the good opiniante 
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tz fever wiſe Mater: of Rome: © 114 
atis and others had for her, conſulted wü 
_ her ſelf, kom ſhie ſhould enjoy hes ſenſdulity, 
ind quench the flame of het carhal appetite. 
Wichout any conſideration had to her repu- 
tation, and upon theſe thoughts ſhe ordered the 
 wwarter,, fo that ſhe got this ſervant within 
het amoreus net, or coy], however the tear and 
danger counterpoiſed the pleaſure :.thefetwo A- 
moeriſts had not been long in the . Chambes , ere 
their 'Miſtriſs (which was continuatly butved e- 
yery where in the affairs of the. houſe ; ) ſurpri- 
ied them as they lay on the bed in the very act at 
; which' being much enraged, ' ſeeing the hainouſ+ 
reſs' of the fact which they committed, was - 
bour to have delivered them both into the hands *' 
of her Hausband, for him te inflit « puniſhment. 
igreable as the crime require. 


- But then thinking with her ſelf (being pra- 
dent and difrreet ) that ſhould ſhe advertiſe her Hus - 
band hereof, there might be great danger, that the 
real which he had for the honour ef his houſe, 
might fo cranſport him, that be might kill them 
| both, and ſo juſtice be offended with him ; where- 
fore ſhe was reſolved not to ſpeak a word, and on- 
ly with the ſeverity of rebuke turned the man ſer- 
bun ont of doors, and taking her Chamber -maid | 
by the arm, lead her into an obſcure place, 1 
Where any noiſe could not be heard, and there 5 
A best her beyond fufferance; thus bruiſed. | . 
2d besten the wan forced ro keep ber VF 
ter the-pretence of being very lick and thus' * 
* * Vs 
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© "Genilecwoman bad great | 
Miche teich forthe faols: which ſhe had com 
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mitted yet Wat her, counienance. 25 friendly 9, 
her a8, formerly bat this ingreateful wench, 
ovght to haye Righly prized the goodneſs an 
bonruy of her Miſttile zn paſſing: by 2 fault; fo | 
_£B9rTmons, and ſo mildly corrected, enfertaining 
ber ſtill, lovingly in het ſervice, notwithfland- 
inn ſhe had. forfeited all favour and: reſpect, yet 
potWithitandirg this contemned what ett her Mi- 
Areſe had done ; or chen cid for ther, and being 


+ 33 it; were mad, net only to have loſt her ftoln 


plealuces ,- but te he buificd to boot, (conſulted 


wü her ſelf, how ſhe might execute her n- 
Vvinge, in ſuck ſort that the. theughr of nothing 


night ner day, but of the means to be teren 
ed of her Miſtt is. uri 

Having diicourſt ker (elf throughty en this 
point, and eont loded how ſhe: ſhould work ber 
delign; ſhe .jomagined it would never come o 
perfection, as long as her Miſtreſs ſhould be ſe 
warehtul over her, and tberefore ſeeming to take 


0 all in goed part Which her Miſtreſs had done 


to her, became very plyable and pleaſant, 
although ' within ſhe carricd ._ nethlog- but poy- 
ſon: #7, N 2 5 . : 
| She now behaved her ſelf humbly te her Mb 


* reſs{c3n . tuck manner that benny acquitted her 
bay bd : „ 
*oþ het Miſtreit ſevere cotte con, he berook her (ell 

to her former employ of looking nter the houſe 


(v hich / ſue had kept ſome dayes, by reaſen 
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e cen wiſe Miu Rem: 138 
$ behaving ber felf more diligent nad affeRtionar® 


towards her Miſtreſs than ormerly,. ſeeming :69 


be very well pleaſed with her chaſtiſemenk; fincF 
ſh: had deſerycd it, by which @eanther Mre.couldinot 


perceive th leaſt pork of, that malice which: the 
concealed aer ome ; znd continued theſe 


| ſubtle prafitiſes, til by abuſing: ber with ſach 
- diflimolarions 


Ns, whom fhe held as her mortal E- 
nemy, the had got the good opinion sf her Mi- 
fireſs, and was again returned into favour. | 

In the. mean time it was her common fiuly 
te make her diligence in kouſhould affairs, to 3p. 


Pear ſe yilibly te the eye of her Mailer ; har 


that ſhe might gain the opinion ef being # good 
bus wife. | Rt 8 

Seeing fhe ws arrived. to what ſhe de fired, 
ſhe onty waited an opportunity to execute the 


5 


.vilany ber wicked heart had concrived againſt tr 


Miftreſs, who one day being gene for prig-rime 
with ſome young Ladies and Reſaztions of her own; 
to a Garden which ſhe had without this Cry; 
this She- Dive] the Chambtr-ms.d (ho rhovght 


| on nothing but her reverge,) treing her Matter, | 
_ vlone in his Cloſer, belides whom and. ber fſelf 


there was pe bady in the kane, though: is 
hour the moſt proper for ber purpole, oft a- 
greeable to the plot the had formed te tffcther 
revenge, % TEA BORE 
In mort, net to looſe any q re time, Ni went 


| firefly -to her Mater giving nd to unerftand;; 


that ſhe had matter fvery preac in portncte Is 


'* Communieate untoi him. Aud whit £25 his 
*Watter of importante be, repives £121" 


* 
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exled zt theſe novels, it is ſuch 
the ber- wid, that cznhot be greatet, 
for you, now Sir, if you are willing to under- 
ſand ir, yon wuſt doe too things: _ 
An the firſt place, you muſt promiſe to keep 
eounſel; and that you will not be angry with me 
for what 1 ſhall relate; for the reward will be 
very heard , if in lien of being recompenced for 
that zeal 20d fidelity, which forceth me to this 
proffer, I ſuffer death fer the ſame, which un- 
doubtedly will come te paſs, if this thing ſhall 
be known to have been divulged by means. 

Phe other thing hat I deßire is nat to be tranſ: 
ported with choltar and ſury, but reſolve 10 hear 
patently the truth of what 7 fall Jeclare unto 
vou. Speak boldly what thau wilt anſwered Cle- 
ander, for I will never utter a word thereof withs 
our your approbation ; and do not think we guilly | 
of ſuch leviry, that for thy words, ot che words ' 
_ of any woman whatſoever, I fhill inconſiderately 
believe any thing; much lefs do any thing that - 
may injure my repuration. Wherenpon the Cham- 
ber- maid having made a long Apologie, expreſs- 
ing her grief for bringing him ſuch newes which 


_ . muſt inecds turn to his great ſorrow, ſpake thus. 


Sir, you have wel known in the time that 1 have 

lived in your ſervice, with what love and fidelity 
J have-iaRcd therein, not imploying my thoughts 
upon any thing, but the finding out ſuch means 
according to my flender abilicy , as were moſt 
conducible to the guidance of your Domeſti- 
cal affaires, and bring ihe greateſt contentment 
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"the ſeven wiſe Maſters of Rome; 118 
10 your ſelf and Madam your Conſort ; as mach 
eftecmning the good and welfare of my Miftrifs, 
as my own life, - obſcrving, the great love you 
haxe for her; which ſole conſideration ( befides 
the obligation incumbent to render you recipro- 


cal duty aa a wife) is ſufficient to make her love 


von, and te be very careful of yours : bur eſ- 
pecially her owa honour, the which (he 6ught 10 
preſerve above all things, and verily. I always. 


thought her till now very lately chaſte and loy- 


= Bat you and I Sir, re both egregioully deceived, 

for 1 am very well affured that throwing the fear 
of the law behind her, and the preſervation 
of her own honour , ſhe hata' proſtitated her 
ſelf ro one of your ſervants for her luſtful ſatis- 
fation. This | ſpeak unwillingly, and being un- 


: able to bear with an act that brings with it ſo 


* much miſery; I have ofreutimes reproved ker, 


that thit 
am force 
| | I 4 YE.” 


* «A 


ing beth alone, te withdraw her from the 
baſeneſs thereof, remonſtrating to her the evil ſhe 


' afſted therein, and the great danger ſhe was like 


to involve herfelf ; there by betceching her to 


baniſh all ſuch thoughts, and reconcile her heart 


to yon, and to be as juſt and true as you have 
been to her; but the Harveſt of my good coun- 


* fel I reapt in blowes even to Drath; the which 
troubled me not, and did bear it patiently, pay | © 


Was content to be besten again and again, ſo that 
I might ſee that amendment I deſired ; but 7 fee 

8e wotſe and worſe, and therefore 
to give you notice hereof, to the end you 
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way take ſuch « courſe, 3s your prodence ſhall di, 


rect por. Ja the mean time let me pray you, not 
to Rick at my werds, bat ſatiefy your self ivrcher 


Which yon may ezfily do, for every thing, u 
often 2s you pleaſe ſhall be evidently wade dp- 


pear to your occuler obſervation,” 


Hut herein have a {ſpecial care of your Kell, far if 1 


you forbear to ſpeak, and diſſemble the Know- 
edge of your knowing any thing you will-caljly 
End out which of your ſervants is maſt accepiable, 


to your diſloyal wife; ſor fire will not ſuffers | 


long concealment, but make a diſcovery of it ſelf 
by üs own luſtre. The (Gentleman heating bis 
Chamber-maid talk after thi; manner, was aw:z- 
ed, to hear ſueh tidings of his wife, kom he al- 
Ways thought cheſt and modeſt, 2s in truth ſo it 
was; now finding the mranes facile for che know- 


1 = m tw ww ww wy * 


ledge of the truth, be reſolved to wai: till he might | Tg 


fird out the true meaning bereof, and having 
forbidden the Chamber mud, te ſpeak. to avy 
perſon hereof op pain of death, bid her go a 
bout her 8ecoſtored befinr's; and being alete 
began te caminate with himſelf, oitea refſœcting 
on the ſid of his wife, nd prrvdering with bim- 
feif who of his ſervants/ſhovld be che man, that 
did him this injury. | IS 

Now among others , this Genicman bad a 
young ſervant, whom from his infancy he brought 
wp in his own family; who was handene, bold 
and of « gracefall -drportment; alfo his, Mifiecls 


ſ-ved him well, not for luſt, bur for the goodrofs * 
ſhz ſaw Rim and his teadineſs- to ſerve. ber, |: 
* e 2 


* 
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| the ſeven wiſe Maſter? of Rome. 120 
now this Geaileman thought withis »himlelf, 
thar if any ſervant belonging ro him, had done 
him this wrong it muſt be him, but the grem 
5 loyalty- nnd : fidelity which he had alws 
| known in his wife, and this ſervant made; the 
'Þ caſe ſeem very ſtrange and intricate, how ever 
he reſolved to be very vigilent to fee whither -- 
| by | himſelf or other means, he could come 
to underftand the truth, and in ſhort looking 
narrowly into the deportment of this his ſer- 
vant; he Judged him the liklieſt of all his fer- 
vants. : | | 
ne ſaw otherwiſe his ſervant bad no other 
propenſity, then to ſerve, his Maſter 3 waiting 
it table, and conſequently on. his Miſtreſs , 
in ſuch . manner that upon the leaſt ſignal] gi- 
ven be flew to ezecute what was © commanded 
him: Alſo he. began to ſulpeR ſeeing + his wife 
= was more derem to be (crv'd by him, then 
be reſt and fancied: ( as commobly it happens 
to ſuch 2s are tainted with jealoofie ) that all 
that his wife. did ſhe was accuſtomed to de, and 
that the forward, and cexdy ſervice of Henry 
(for ſo: this ſervant was called) 26 Wat an onde. 
niable argument, proving whatthe Chamber-ma'd 
| had related; and as his jeslouſie began to en- 
| creaſe, he frequently reſolved to kill, both wife 
| and ſervant, and thought he had proof ſufficient 
\ toconfirm him in the fact, but remembring that the 
 Chamber-maid had told him, that at any time ard 
' 25 often ns he would; ; ſhe; would lead, him by 
_ [| the band where he might ſatisfie himſelf; he 
"| Aabered his purpoſe ,” concluding to fee it it 
ett | were 
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done that Wiich he had before determined; for 
- which purpoſe, having ſecretly got the Chamber- 
maid to come to hien in his cloſet, he asked ker he- 


were poſſible, if he could ſurprige them in the very , 


fact, to ſhow rat with go0d and juR reaſon, he had 


ther ſhe was willing to ſhew him that which the had 


told him concerning bis wife; ro which this wicked 


Chamber-maid anſwered : is there any thing more 
eaſy then this? Do only this which I l tell you, 


and you ſhall ſee with botk your eyes, that which 


ſhill make you mad to fee. This very day if you 


pleaſe ; ſeem to go out of Towa for ſome few days, | 
and alittle while after return that night, and Igi- 
viag you the ligne, to which come without knocking = 

at the door, and | will let you in; and then you m 


go briakly into the Chamber of your. wife, for there 


you ſhall find the Ceckow brooding in Neft thay 4 


none of his own. ; 


This over credulous Gentleman fiadiag the coun- FF 


ſel} good of this wicked Chamber- id, prefeatly 
called for his Boots, and having his horſe ger ready' 
ſaid ro his wife, | muſt go our of Town for ſome 
days, I recommend to you the care and mannagment 
of all; and taking his leave of her, as it was aſral for 
him to do when he had travailed abroad, bat he rode 


na farther than the extrears part: of the Saburbs; 


where in afecret place he lay occult, til about mid 
night andthen perceiving che hour proper, for what he 
had reſolv d upon; he took a poyſned Dagger whirh 
he ſtuck by his fide; and in this equi page he -direQed 


himſelf toward his Palace ; where: arriving, he 
made the lignall, which he had told the Chambers 


maid, who being very waickfall as ſhe wes, an 


wif 
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lh ſoven wiſe Maſters of Rome: 106 
| inflantly like a fury, to Henry's. Chamber doo 
a xhich ſhe knockt, very loudly crying out to 
| kim, Henry d'ye hear make haft, run quickly to 

TT Miſtreſſes Chamber, who is taken ſud- 

| * il, and commands you in all haſt te come 
und ſpeak with her; that he may ſend you to 
I Phyſitian. Haneſt Henry, Who was x good 
| ſervant, and allways ready at command, chrow- 
ing his. Cloak upen his ſhonlders, went te lis 
\ Þ Miſttefſes Chamber, and at that very inftant ; the 
' Chamber-maid' opened the Gate to her Mafter, 
_ faying go ap the ſtairs, and you will now find the 
ſteel. and Rone ſtriking fire inte the Tinder- box; 
wherefore haſten and go up ſoftly, that you may not 
be diſcovered and that the whoring Varict may not 
hide himſelf. Henry being come to his Miſtreſſes 
|| Chamber, asked her; Madam what is your pleaſure 
I with me, for the Chamber-maid cauſed me to come 
= ingreathaſt unto yen, to which his miſtteſs reply 
ell, go and ſleep for I need not your aſſiſtance, fare 
ſhe is druak as ſhe ute to be; poor Henry going out 
af the Chamber, encountred his Maſter upon the 
ſtaits, hu in rage without ſpeaking a word, ſtab d 
him with his Dagger to the heart, and there left him 
lead ; thinking he had then come from debiling his 
) | marriage bed : and to proſecute his fury, tan to his 
wife, whom he found awake; and did beat and abuſe 
| her, worſe than any common Strumpet; on the cor- 

tary the poor Gentleweman all aſtoniſht at the vil- 

_ lanous mis uſage of her husband whom fhe expected 

dot, demanded of him half drowned in teares , what 
dat his: reaſon for ſo. doing, cndcavouring alſo to 
rage her Innocency ; but ber kusband ſtill 
. | perſiſted 


2 „„ 


% 


Sz. 32 2 n * * "PE Pant wy 
% : 5 * — 
\ "8 
4 8 ; - 


1 wm Hey f Brafhis „ 
perſiſting in beating and bitterirg er about the 
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mouth with the bilt of his'Dqgger, whereby ſhe 


died not che left permiſſi un to cer onellable, and 


being more then half dead, he railed at her in the 
moſt reproackfall me nner ima ginable, and being un- 


willing to ſtain his hands with the blood of, her be + 
loved onte ſo dent ly ; he wiſnt he would dye of 


her own accord "Having now pour: d out the poi 
fon into a glaſs, which he had brought with him, be 


took it in one hand and his Digger in "the other, 
 faying, chooſe which of theſe two thou wilt have; © 


either this poiſon which will ſuddenly diſpatch thee 
or all I penetrate thy heart, with this Digger; in | 
recompence of thoſe vil inies, thos haſt peyperraced; 
and acted ag inſt me: Diſpatch in the choice, of one 
er the other, ov | will diſpatch thee inftantly. The 


por Genilewsmen, ſceing her Husband firmly | 


bent upon her deſtruction, without doing Rim any 


wreng ; took the Glaſs of payſon, 2nd lifting her ® * 


eyes ta heaven, ſaid, | cafl heaven and earth, and ill 
the creatures therein contain d to teſtify my inno- 
erncy; ind if there be I Providence above, whoever 
cafts a warchfull eye on things below), I humbly 
ſopplicue that after my death, my honour may not 
remain contimicated or ſpotted, either in teſpectio 


' heaven or erh; and that one time or other, my it- 


notencie may be ſo perſpicuous that the death which, 


Lam now abb ut to receive form my own Hand, miy | 
"he ns ple iſing to heaven, c it is no way tronbleſome 


for we to unde g it: my life is nat grievous for me to 

looſe(as God M be my witneſe) But al my trouble 

is for the infa my you have caſt upon e but i open | 

God who is a juſt Judge, chat my inocentie wil in- 
2 1 


\ 


your wrath and fery ought to be appeaſed, ſeeing you 


5 


- 


4: the ſeven wiſe Maſters of Rome: 133: 


dut the diſhonour & confulion of theſe are the cauſe 
of ihis my preſent w e; | ſpeak not this to ven, 
knowing that you are troubled in my behalf, for] 
know tis your miſ-prifion , hath drove you to thin 
ſad -emterprize, the which When once clearly 
known, I doubt not will make you willing to re- 


pair your preſent fault, wich the hzzzard of your 


life, to extenuate, whick Thad rather dye by my 
own hand, drinking this poyſen, than to charge. you 
with this infamy, of having ſhed the innocent. blood 
of her,who ſo atdently lev'd and loyally ſerv'd you; 
having alwayes-kept the tye of wedlock inviolable. 
Thus ſaying, and without fear he took the poyſan 
and putting it to her mouth, ſhe withdrew not the 
glaſs till he hed fwallowed all, having ſo done, ſhe 
addreft her ſelf to her Hurband, ſaying, ſince by my 
death approaches, which | feel ſealing on my eyes, 


have taken as large a revenge as the groaceſt fault in 
the world may require, although I ara innocent, [ 
beſeech you do me this laft favour; us te tell ne the” 
vceafion which put you into this paſſion, to the rajag 
of her, whom in times paſt you lov'd as your life, to 
ch. her husband thutreplyedzhew is it pofible then 
thou canſt be ſo impudent as to muke me believe that 
lam deceived in 2 thing I (aw with both mine eyes: 
and toucht with both both theſe hands, which ean- 


" ſed this revenge? but ſince before you dye, you da- 


. 1 
12 2 2 8 
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Gre to fee what thus inraged me here to ſee, lam 
content to do you that kindneſs, and ſo pulling her 
ent of bed, drag'd her to the plnce where lay the ho- 
dy af poor Henry the innocent, & throwing ber down - 


pon it, ſaying, ſolace thy ſelf now in thy difloy my 4 
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the ruin of your honour, and my reputation, ſo now 
ugede, te dye miſcrably together in one place as 4 

ve puniſhaent for your evill decds, and to ſetve as 
an Example to others whe date commit the like, 
The poor Gentle women who had yer ſome little 
firength'remaining ( for the peiſon had not yet ſeiz- 
ed her heart) railing her ſelf as well as ſhe could, 


cry out ſaying. Oh God! the fin of my husband is 
greater and more enormous than I thought it Was; 


Tor I thought ke aimed at my life alone, but I ſee ue 


#.-4 


with this Traytor, and as you club's tage ther id 


are beth Murtherers z and have ſlain wrongfally the 


Jomecenr, | pray thee O God be pleaſed to enlghten 
. kim, and let him know our fidelity; to the end 


aur honoar may endure unwrong'd blamleſs and 


immaculate, turning thy eyes with, jaſtice, on that 


icke Chamber-waid; making appear the trea-, *; 
fic hach here committed; and herenpon us 


fell dead; being unable to pronounce her laſt 


words: fer had the had more ſtrength ſhe had dil-, ' 
covered all, remembring her ſelf what Henry ſaid 


at the Chamber door, whom the Chamber - maid 


had ſent thirher, ander the pretence of her Miſtreſs 


cl 
over but death ſtopi her in her full career. Ine Gere 
cleman ſeeing the great reſolution, and conſtancy in 
which his wie departed this life, was in a miſerable 


A that the danger of the treachery, was blown 


from his wifes mouth, 


+ &@V 


— 


£24 


— 


nan, [ he had too coafidently belieyed bis 
eyes, by whom he thought to have found his wife 


fankyz yer notwithſtaading by the laſt words pr 
| i Alias dead, he 1 
est ſome treachery in this act onthe Chamber 


for him, and now ſhe ſceing them dead; con- 
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aids fide,andrefolv'Mo know whether it was ſo or 
no ulthovgh too late. Having then call'd the Cham. 
ber-maid, who miſtruſting ſome darger for the evil 
| ſhe had done, came trembling;but he began to ak her 
witba 7 —— (but within moſt deſp- 


entely heavy) by what means and in what manner 
ſho to finde ont the loves of Henry and his wife,came 
or whether it way long ſince that ſhe diſcovered this 
 2morous intreagve z and where was it that fhe firſt 
farpriz'd them in rhe fact, asking many ſuch like 
queſtions': to which the Chamber. maid anſwered 
in tearms ſo intticate and contrary, ſpeaking ſome. 
umes things the Gentleman knew were impoſſible 
at he coneloded te take this following coviſe wich 
her look ing very pleaſantly on the Chamber-maid, 
he ſaid to der: thou now haft of thy Miſtris that 


| whichthos defired'Rt for the evil treated thee, but 
de will now be never more offenſive to thy eyes, 


"F for'which cauſe I am now ebliged to thee that thou 
lu given me the means to be rid of that offenſive 
thing which enraged we fo ofren under pretcnce of 

zeal te my honour, for which I will aſſure thee, I 

hall not dye in thy debt: but firce you have done 

me one kinene(s, pray de me another, and that is to 
tell me freely the truth of this buſineſs, and howir 
Hands in every particular, for I know very well it is 
otherwiſe than I was made te beleive, to have the 

colour and occaficn to do what I have already done. 
The Chamber>waid aſſuming courage from ihe 

words of her. Maſter, verily believing the had plen- 

Ted hirn te che life j affured her ſelf any thing, and 

| therefore ſaid co ber Maſter, if you will premiſe to 
bade, and not tuen me ont of doors, / will tell 
125 hs, you 
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you one thing you never rewe of, w. 


* 


1 „ 


pot me upon the deſire of this revenge, bur uber 


- » thovght' it would have previd ſo cturl, gc bold. 
ly faid her Maſter, for I know very weil 409 he 


the cauſe goes, and by this means ſpes ins rely 


8 
= 


vod will pleaſe me very much; ji not alla Jogt 5 
elf, inſtead of a reward, I will inflt apon de 


puniſnment ſo ſtrange, that I will make hee tell the / 


- truth by forte. | 


The poor ard unhappy Chamber-inaid, began 10 


relate the love between her and the ſervant, ho 


ſhe wa: ſurp: ized by her Miſtreſs, beaten oficr x 
muſt grievous manner, and how ſhe pur poſed a re» 


ucrge, ſhould it coſt her her life, in ſhort ſhe omit· 


ted nothirg that was paſt, ſaying moreover thatit! 
wis not the life of her Mrs.ſhe de ſired, hut tu have her) 


35 ſoundly baſted, as the had been bafted by her. The 
SCemleman hearing this, (being all rage and fury, 
de rn 22 her, and having ript open her breaſt wich JN 


that Dogger he kill'd Henry with, he tore out ber 
heart, and flampt upon it, pouring ont all the cat iet, 
reproaches, and exccrations he. could think of 6. 


ver ker wreiched citcals, curſing himſe li tog for! 


bcicving the treachery of her miſcreant, and nen 


R. vic g lufficĩentl deplored and wept over the corps 
of his chaſte wife, and faithful ſervant Henry, he 
Akt of one and the other a thouſand. pardons, lays: 


ir g. ſinte it is inpoſſi ble to remedy fo great a crime, 
8+ I bare here committed, fagreat in killing vo 
both ſo wrongfully, that ic moſt not paſs unponiſhty |, 


and therefore I will appeaſe if I . can, by ſagribhing. 


1 
12 ; M 
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A my (elf to your offended innocency ; begging tba: 
vil not deny me your Company in death, lines, 
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te ſorts iſe dtn ome Hr 


Þ there was fe mech love and amity between us in 
, dil treschery made this final ſcperatron. There © 


is one thing left which aff di me ſore comefaer and 


eestentment, thet before | dye, I have had my juſt 


gevenge, although a thoniend deztes of fuch Hite 
Traytoers, is no fit reparation for the life | have de- 
prived , baving ſaid this, he pat a halter abont Nis 
neck, and having tyed it te a beam, ſtrais over the 
body of his cnafte wife, he wrote againſt ihe wall, 


| with his dagger theic verſes under written, which 
yet to this day are ts be ſeen in the Healſe of that 


miſerable Semleman. 


| By araſh alt which bad its riſe from treaſon, 


ucens d by a maid ſervant without reaſon, 


1 wrongfully have ſtain my deareſt wife | 
d a male- ſervant have depriv'd of life: ; 
3 4 lenge 1 knew the truth, but t was too lat ” 


J. ftay the hand of my tos _ fate, 


Aud then I fleb'd the heart that was the cauſe . 
in making me. offend great Natures laws, | 

For which I bang my ſelf againff this wall, rey 
Cleanders boundleſs raſh. was his fall; | 


Wh + 2 8 9 1 
Having finifhr this wititeing, ke threw- the dugyer 


under him, and puſhing the Roo! on which he Rood, 
poo the rape abovt the beat wich which he. in- 
d 


co hang himfelf, he there kung miſerably, 
ending his dayes ſor being over credulous, and pu- 


ting too mach confidence in his own eyes. 
| And now to return to the matter of fa, which 


kthe queſtize I conclude, Sir, that you ought to 
uke great heed in — „„ and weigh 
5 33 it 
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129 Il bs Hiſtery ef Eraſtus and 
It with ferioes conſideratiea without levity believes | 
Un ia the words of her, ho de ſires the death of Era. 
Has without any reaſon, thereunto inducing : Con- 
Eder then within your ſelf, that this affait may be o. 
ther wiſe that as it was repreſented to your eyes, Fer 
there is no greater argument, nor more proper in- 
- Rance for caring into jealeuſic, then this Gentlemun | 

' of Padua, of whom we-ſpake before z who without 

| 27-00, the matter took it for certain, but knew 

the cone ſuſian (bur too late, and to his utter tuin) 

that a matter of ſock great importance, fhon'd not 
rely on the believing of an other, nay ner himſelf, 
- This eration of the Philoſopher, put all the Anditors 
inte admiration; far be ſyꝛke ſo muck to the pit | 
poſe, and with ſock vivacity, that all che ftanders by 
could aot refrain from bathing theſt cheeks, in 851 

of teates , which wrought ſo cif:@ually, that every 
one Judpcd, nothing was more requific; then ftaying | 
the execution of the ſentence oi Erafins, untill the | 
faſt was more necrowly ſearckt into, thar in the end, 

he might receive i rightcous Judgment, Wherevpon 

the Emperour was conſtrained to condeſcend, as well 

fer that excellem diſcourſe the Philoſopher hid de. 
livered, as for the applications the Senxce eff rd up 

to his Majeſty ; according © this concluſion, Eraſtu | 
= Was ſear back te his Dungeon, and fo hed his Jife pro- 
„% Tornged by the wears of his go Muſter Eneſcopui 
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Aar Hiſtory or Example of Gleander, 5s according 
u rbe or:ginall, in the italian and French; hut in 
bend there is mother Miſtory, in another Bukit 
this purpoſe 57 ſhall thus relate it. on 


- b * — 
+, 3V 3 


; FF Here dwelt in a certain City, a Kingh; well ftr. 
1 ken in years, who notevithſtanding mtr ied u 
Miſe z whoſe youth and beauty both conjoynedis 
make ker the {abje& of every mans admirarion, theſe 
| + awe things, fo :endeared Kis a ffections rewatds her; 
nt thert wat nh hing to her, by him more prj2aVis 
aue whole univerſe, now lexft ar avy dime he wil 
+ Þ (berobb's, ofrhivinefiremrble Jewell, after wick hid 
en hancs he did lockt hb dere, ke ſecuted the keys 
- nder his beds-hrad, © By the Way you arc to under 
I fund that by the Lane of the Cy, tt x certain Heng 
'of thenight'n Bell was uſually rang ; after the fo 
of which, if either man or woman was found 
in tie ſtreets, hey were inſtantly ſeiz d. an. 
been detain'd in priſon A Sight, be nett net 


| 5 to all the bekolderi. ME 
* > This antient Anight, by rea ſon of hiv age, was ling 
| 8 fecble ; and aogeiker unable, o * 
1 wfaQtion ii yon required , vb well for pre | = 
mus delight, and therefore kli you wife ' four 
| wot away te ſupply his defects, by wh "the ) "= 
\N] --overy as feet under his head, when faft affes 
1 2 opcriiog the dots went to her parimeur, who | 
Audfally enjoyed her 6)! ,rerarned mnd'lay'dihe be 
. unte ue place, from whence ſhe took ten. 


vt ſo happencd (bat not expected) mat one I 
n K 2 - afige 


_—y 


hey ſtaed in che Pillory, uv an obje of ame 11 . 
2640 
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liches, that her husband awaked, and m ſſing his wife 
ek for the keys, but finding them not, he went devin 
to the door, which he found open; therefore he bolt. 

- £d it, and returned 10 his Chamber, and ſuſpectirg 
huis wifcs levity, he leokt out of the window to ob- 
- ſerve the paſſages, which might happen in the ſtree:: 


When it was very late, or rather early his wife carve - 


from her luſtfull Aa liom, bat found the door bolted 2. 
E inſt her; however ſhe took the boidneſs to knock, 
Hereupon the goed old Knight lebking out of the 
window, aud ſecing it was his diſl»yal wife, ſpake to 


IN her in this manner; O thou wickedG&c unchaft woman, 


have I now found you ont; how oſten may I not from 
hence conclude thou haſt committed adultry, &de filed 
thy marriage bed; for which cauſe ftand there til the 

ringinꝑ of the Bell, that the Watch may take ther, & 

that paniſhment may enſue, eccordiog te thy de merit. 
+ {Towhich the canningly & cagirgly replied ; my 
Lord, why de you thes unjuſtly charge me ; | am no 


1 


ways guiſty of your accuſation, for if you will know 


ide trath, I was ſem: for by my Mother, being taken 


angereuſly in; now finding you in ſo ſweer aflcep, | 
' was loath ro wake you, & therefore without the leaſt 
. npiſe Lroſe, & taking the keys [ openedthe doors, & 

Went Whether my duty commanded me. I fond my 


Fection to you, that | came away & left a dying Mo- 
ther to return to a dear and loving kavband whereforc 
+ Tit you let me in; but the Knight utterly re- 
Toſcd it : hereupen the rem inded him, what a ſhame 
i would be (were ſhe taken) nt only o a" 


{ 


Faſter ſhe was gone, to proſecute ker accuſtomed de. 


Lather fick even 10 death, & though I believe ſhe | 
cannot live till the morning, yei ſo great was my 2. 
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ſelf but to al their relations, ufing befides all the per- 
ſwaſions her ſubtile invention could find out tequiſic 
for her purpaſe, but all prov'd unavailable, when (bf 
ſaw nothing weuld prevaile, ſh: bethought, her telf 


ol this ſtratagem: my Lord ({aid ſhe ) you know by 


this door there is a well, it you let me het in, | will 
drown my ſelf therein, to avoid the ſhame ] ſet is 
coming upon me, and my friends in my behalf, As the 
old Gentleman was about to reprove her further 
the doo went down, & now was the night ob cured 
with a darkne(s, more then uſuall, ſhe being glad of 
this advantage, ſhe thus ſpakez that | may dye like a 
Chriſtian, before | drown my ſelt, I will make my laſt 
Will and Teſtament, and firit I bequeath my Soul to 
Heaven, and my body te the Earth, but all other 


things what ever, I ſolely leave to my dear hus 


for him to diſpoſe of, as he ſhall think convenient; 
e ee ker ſaying he went to the wen, and 
there Roding a great Ronc, ſhe took it up in her atm 
ind lifring it up cry ed out, now [drown my ſelf, an 
o threw the Rene into the well, having thus dane 


ſhe ſtept to the fide of the door 2giin, and there 
| abſconded her ſelf. At the n ite of the Rones fall 


inte the well, the old mes verily bel eved that his 
wife had been as good as her word, in drownirg 
her ſelf, and having made a miſerable ont cry 
rn haftily down to the Wel, te prevent what not- 


L he thought irrecoverable he was no 


ſooner out 


ut ſhe got in 2 deore, and having lockt 


then, went up into her Chamber, and lookt aut of the 


window as he had doncbefore, and having heard «long 


| While the ſad complainzs, the poor eld man mad 5 
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133 ; The Hiſtery of Eraſtus and | 
the loſs of his wifr, cendemring much his over ridge | 
ed humour. ſhe regarded leſs of his forrow, called our 
to him aloud, reproxchiry kim in the vileſt manner 
'- Imaginable, er kim leacherous Datard, and up- 
braiding him for ſſightiyg her, and going continually 

*s a night walking after Harlors; with other baſe abaſes 
j . which the old Mar'valucd not being overjoy'd to 
4 hear that his wife was yet living, and deſiring his 
wife to have a better opinion of him, beg'd her 10 o- 
pen the door, and paſfing by all they would be good 
friends bot ſhe was deaf ro all his entreaties, vow- 
ing ke ſhould ay there till the watch came, that 
he might ſeffer 2 29 de had threstned her 
befere, The Knight inüged apon his impotency 
. for kis vindtcitian; 8iledging farcker, that out of 
{ — affection tn ker weHare he war now in the 
13 eets, ard therefore deſited her not to lei bim ſuf. 
— fer fa metully for love and tender kindneſs; but all 
this wenld nat do, and as ke way Audying ſome 
new perſwaflons to e him ia, the watch czme, and 
ien bim in the Reacts, Crmandcd his buſineſs, 
and what he did there ut that unſezſonable time of (| 
Night, minding kim witheil ther h kad broke the 
Law and cuſtotae af fe City, and that though he 
- bits an antient inhabirent tkere nf, that could not ex- 
vaſe him from 1; ffer ing accerd:rg to ihe pure of 
the offence : his wite 3 thete words cry d out 
to the warch, ſaying now is the time honeſt men for 
you to ayenge we 97: ther iu! Adulteret, who is ſo 
inſatiste in hi- luft, that he never fails & night to- 
huſe my bed and follow bis common Strumpets, in 
hopes of reformation I kave patiently forborn him 
. long time, bat noching will reduce kim, ſlighting 
| my 
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the ſeven wiſe Aale of Rome: 134 
my youth, and continuing Rill bis whoredemes- 
wkeretarc now puniſh kim as he hath deſerv'd, that 
r | he way be made an example to all ſuch doting Le- 
chers; accordingly ke was thrown th-r night iato 
„ priſon, and the nent morning ſhame fully ſtood in the . 
n ee 
d 


Pillory. hag 
| on ſaid the Philoſopher ro the Emperour have 
you minded well this tory, and he (aid right well « 
, then ſaid the Philofoplier if you execute your Son, 
being thereunto inſtigated by your wife. your can- 
ion may prove more unfortunate chan 
the antient Knights. Hereupon the Emperour con- 
femned very much the lew'dneſs and unworthineſs 
of the woman, and ſald moreover that for that very 
| ctvſe Eraflus hould not dye that day, the Philele- - 
| pher having applanded his reſolution, and humbly 
| thankt him for it, he departed, = 
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CHAP. X V. 


Thi Empreſs again prompted the Emperour to haſin 
' the execution of Pronce Eraſtu, by @ Letter which 
ſh: wrote wherein was coxtain'd a diſcourſe of ' 
' * Treaſures belonging ro the King of Egypt, of 
\/ » Whore one wal very covetnous, and the other libs- 
ral, who being over rul & by the evil council of his 
Sen reſolu d ts rob the other Treaſurer, and peſſiſi 
bhimnſclf of that treaſure the Ning bad commit. 
ed to his charge, but being unable to clear bimſilf 
from the place wherein bor committed this robbery, 
he ordered bis own Sox ro cut of bis head, this Son 
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living after very rich and being arrived to the 


, pitch he propoſed to himſelf kil'd alſo his own Mo. 
nber, who wes privy te the theft, to prevent ber 
making any diſcevery thereof. 


* 


| 12 Emperor with his counſel having ordered 
sccarding to the rule of juſtice, the accem- 
pliſh-ment of the Proceſs of Eraſtus, and having left. 
the A, cut ian thereof ta the Principal of the Senate, 
lere Ived"ro leave Rome for 3 breathing while, 
ang divert R mſelſ without croubling his head as he 
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the ſaver wiſe Malers of Rome. 135 

was went with the complaints of the Fmprefs on 
the one lide, and the orations of the Prilaſophers 
on the o her (ide : for the great injury he conceiv'd 
he had dene, and his z::1| for juſtice, co whom he 
wild -ve he ahſervint, on the one ſide, and his fa- 
therly »ff ion n the other, would nor (offer bim to 
take a minutte of quiet «nd repoſe + wheretore with- 
out acquaintirg h. Emprets he left Rome with litele 


company, valy attended by forme of tis chief (a- 


yaurites, and d ire ed his cou fe to one of his Calles 
without the City, in 2 place obſcure and ſecluded, 
from che noiſe of people, where he intended to rett 
himſelf for ſome convevient time. In the mean time 
the Empreſs (minding nothing but the jay ful newes 
of the death of Prince Eraſtus ) was inform'd that 
infesd of the execution of che Prince, the Philolo- 
phers bad ſo mynanrg'd the matter, that it was gene- 


' rally believed that the Prince would eſcape ihe dan- 


ger in Which he was involy'd, fince the whole pro- 
ceeding was left te the diſpoſe of the ſenate, ammonght 
whom there was not « Senator who was not extrem- 
ly grived at the death of their young Prince; evety 
one deſit ing rhe entinuance of his honour, and well 


| being. This meſſosge was no ſooner delivetd but 


ſhe bad information ly another, of the departure 
of the Emperour, uh had Icft Rome witheur 


| Waking her nequainied th:rewich, this made 


her ſtrongly imagine that this departure Was de- 
Gigned for the delivery of her ſor, and that he had 


done this on purpoſe that the Empreſs ſb ud 


not break the neck of his deßga „and that ſhe 


head net be te veng-d for the gteat inju- 
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injury 3nd imfamy her Son in Law had thrown upon 
bet, wondring writhall at the revocation of that de- 
eree the day bfcorewhich is contrary te right that 
 Cgantel or Senate ſhonld bring abant the tryal anew 
an judge of iht viliduy or nullity of a Sentence. 
” Which had been before pronounced by the Emperour 
himiclf; ide report herzof was ſo contrary to ner 
mi d and expectat ion, that ſhe fell into ſo great a 
rage that every on” ſuppoſed he wauld run di- 
trated, Bat that ſne might nor make the Warld 
aq u inted with thu which with ſo mach diſficalty 
fic dad conceal'd in her breaft, ſhe withdrew herſelf 
inta her Cloſer, ncih wis private and remote from 
all the o her Lodaings of the Czſtle, where being a. 
Jan* and defirous to exe her fieart, ſhe begin to Curſe 
the Emperaur, her ell; end thit barharons enter - 
pr Zz: ſh: had took in hand: and having argued 2 
white with her ſelf about what he wis ts do, zad ha- 
ving diſchurged her heart in ſame meaſure of a load 
ob grief, by the torrent of her tears, fre reok pen in 
* hand and with mach exgerneſs wrote this Letter fol- 
lowing. a 
Aghradiſia te the Emnperony Diocleſian her Lard 
and moſt beloved hu ba ua be alth. if wealth can proceed 
from iy who i reduced to a condition warſe then death, 
ſeeing my [elf jlwted at. not only by others, but by him 
why would nb rae believe he lab d m- better then bis 
own life , voie ver the caſe 14 of greater importance 
ten tobe did w mockery for herein goth nnour 
£29/14 which daga to b: prefer A before life it [elf for it 
45 th. aluns Worth brars up eur reputation and eſtem 
* IL 
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the ſeven wiſe Maſters of Rome. 138 
in ſuch manner t hat (&: who 1: depriv'd thereof ought | 
not to be ranks amongft women, bur regiftred in the; 
cetalogue of Bea,. Now Sir wonder not te ſee one 
thus vehement in 4 buſineſs wuics concerns me ſo near- 
ly, aſſuring you that tbe grief Iẽ hade taken and ſtil 
ritain after this fact proceed: principally from this 
that your honoar i, at much inte reſted as mine own 5 
fer as tothe holy tyr of marriage it us mpiſſivle to 
blemiſh the howour of one party aud the other be inſen- 
ſible of the wrang; the honour was rat witch you 
acquitted in the beginving of the ſeuteace warch you 
pronounced ag eſt Eraitrs That Traytor . an att be- 
- coming ſo worthy an Emperour 4s your ſeif : for wo 
find is Hiſtory that there hath hien Emperonrs who ra- 
ther then deviate from right and equity, have laid 4- 
fide all Fatberly af} eF1on and bicome the ex:curroners 
of, therr own Children as right and juſtice did require: 
the ſams you were willing to ſhow at the hegining; 
but by ſo much your reputation encreaſ d as you-were 
willing ſeverely 16 give place to juftice, by ſo much are 
Je to be blamed by your woraniſh indulgence and 
hvuy, phick turns by every windy able of thoſe ſeven 
PhyloſF&prers, who by their guilded counterfen expreſ- 
ſions toſs you teo and fre 4s chaff before the wind. Did 
jeu ever read in Chronicle of ge Emperonr , that the 
execution of @ ſentence ꝓ onuiced by the Emperour 
bimſe F or by bi: Proclamation was retarded as this i- 
nw ! Or which 1s worſe the ſentence it ſelf repeal'd. 
' How comes it that your judgement and counjrlis fo, 
' pprblind as to order and 85tav;it one th g of which 
afterwards you are convinced te tn; Hrn. In 


ſhert the infamy and reproach 1 Iibong ua in ſo great, 


that 
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139 The Hiftory of Eraſtus and 
that 1 am almoſt diſtracted aud had rather have not « 
being in the world, then to be involv'd in ſo mach 
trouble as Iam. Amongſt the reſt of my reproac hes 
F fee one without an end, for put the oaſe that filsal af- 
fettton ſhould move a heart mild and low as youry 
ſeems ro be, yet ut is a thing aſſent anton to a conragions 
and a conflant ſoul, and ſuch x heart bifits an Empe- 
reur woo caſting behind him all Fection and paſſion 
onght ſolely to regard what Juflice doth require; now 
for you co leave me without making me acquainted 
therewith arg neth my preſence s: bſpleafmg, and that 
you hate me for loving yon too well. And sf it be ſo, 
( for other wiſe it oamnot be) you know Jon will hate 
alwayes; however I loge you A dent abſent or pre- 
ſent , ard ſhall Adviſe you by Letters (. ſines I can- 
not do it by word of mouth) of any thing | ſhall kaow 
rending to the prejadice of your welfare and repoſe 
1d althongh I know it is to little purpoſe having ſo lit- 
tle credit for my advertiſements, ( how trus ſo ever ) 
yet u will lend your ear to others who propound 
nothing but what is dangerous interweven With pain- 
ted ana pernicious ſophiſiry. 


However I ſhall dic harge my conſtience, being wel 
aſjur'd that in the end you will krow all my [apings 
tend to no other end then the conſerv- tion of your life 
and honour; ard on the contrary what others ſay 
only aim at the utter ruine and defiruttiun of them 
both: ai 1t hepned to 4 Treaſurer of an Fyyprinn 
King a man liberal or rather profuſe whe might have 
liv'd quietly and praceably, bad bs believ'd the counſel 
of bis wife; but influad thercof dyad —_ fol- 
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the ſever wiſe Maſters of Rome. | 140 
lowing the diſorderad Diftates of his Sen, to 
the" great prejudice of his poor wife , and per- 
petual infamy; as you will ſee in this ſhort diſ- 
rowrſe- here under written, to the and that b 
informing your judgement with matter  ſutt«ble 
te this pur peſe, you may from thence gather 
what is beſt to be done, "waking 4 bier re- 
2 in this affair , than hitherto I baus 
aon. 


* 


x In former times there was a King in Egypt 
very rich, both in Silver and Gold, as were 
all the Aatient Prolomies : But this man ſo 
abounded in meney, that ke was contineally 
makirg it vp in great heaps or piles. 


© This King had amengR other Officers of his | 
houſe twe Treaſurers 3 one whereof was very | 
liberal, and ſuch 2d became a ſervant to fo great 

a King; Notwithſtanding the other Treaſurer. 

was miſerable and cevetuens and apreablc ts 

Ss the Nature of his Maſter. 


This Prince-the better te ſecure his Treaſury, 
bnilt a flrong Tower, whercin he laid his Geld 
4 and Silver, and gave the key thereof to his co- 
vetuous Treaſurer iriftly commanding him not 
te meddle or diſpoſe of any of the money wick 
| ont his expreſs order under Hand & Seal. 
Thi Treaſurer guarded the Treafury with ſoch 
eircumſpeR care, that he truſted none, pay, hardly 
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141 - The Hiftoryof Eraſtus and 
ſelf. to caſt an eye thereon. In ſhort, every day he 
conftantly viſited the treaſury, prying into the lecks 
ot open them int his abicnce. 

me other Treaſurer who Was prodigal,who had 
ſpent all that little meney the King das entroſted 
him, asd his own Eſtate betides : and not content 
With this ke councelled kis 50n to the fame proſuſe- 
nels, who #86 of himſelf prodigal enough before: 
head-firsag and Iicentions, at length chis young 
man Hecame ſo profuſe, that he ſpent aſl chat was 
left of his Faikers, and his Mothers too, in making 
- Preſents, and giving here and there without regard- 
ing how or to Whom , in ſuch ſort that all was gone, 
being unable co do as he did before , heweyer he 
endeavoured what in him lay to follow his former 
courles ; whereupon his Mather reproved him, of. 
ten telling kim what a great cherge ſhe, was min 
muintzining wo daughters which were fi for Mar 
tinge, and te What great poverty his prodi 1. 
Had reduced beck father and other : yet for a 
rhis ke. Kew worſe and wle, and never feft ul 
he kad iprnralt, naraithRanding be ing moge hot 
than cver, in the proſecution of expence , and 14: 
dreſt himielf to his Father, defireing him to ſupply 
Mis expenctb, and that he might brave it among us 
Aſſociatets 23 formerly, and not to be dilgrage _ by 
they, to m_ dic 5 0. replycd, that 3 
thing left ta ſupply kis excellise charges, Addi 
hore wer that at Bark all he money in the other 
Tres ſurett hu wud not ſuffice what tccafery is 
'thar aid the 85h f ro which quettion rhe Fathet au- 
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and tryiag whether any had been carapering to break | 
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ferme lac Son bf all rat pak. Certalnly faid Fo: 
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the ſeues wife Mert of Rome. 142 
Son the King hack dent you great wrong, in put- 
ting leſs contiderce ingen, than in the other Lreg- 
ſuter ; whercfore if yWT will be zull'd by we, ferve 
him as he de ſer ves. | | 
H ouſt the: be done {aid the Father, Gnce I 
have nothing of his remaining in my hands. no, no, 
ſaid the Sqn, the cheat / intend is o what you have 
not in your hands, end the fault ſhall lye heavy en 
the ſhovider ef anther. In fhort, de couscelled 
him to rob the treaſoty, relating the mager, and 
how en ſie it was to effeſt it fo that the ceveiucys 
Treaſurer fyould not ſoſpett any thing, though it was 
uſual for him to go often and view the Treatury, ſee· 
ing that the lecks were faft, and unvielsted, and ihe 
doors ſhut; for there were many belongirg 10 it, 
the fooliſh father knew very well the danger of the 
itrewpt, Nee ver he was deſirous of revenging him- 
ſelf of that indignity the King had thrown upon 
him (as ke thought ) ave t fatys fie his own dra · 
nate de lire end bis Cong. ard to maintain that rank 
and quality he had inveſted himſeif with ( as he 


thought ) by ere and therefore deter- 
mise d to fo!) ow the evil counſel of his wicked Sea, 
ard having prepared inſtrumenia for :heir purpoſe, 
he and his Hon oe night enircd inte the Tower, 
"Where the treaſary ley, baving fprung 8 mine. and 
broken 1he wah of the Tower, end havirg. loaded 
themſelves wich Gold and Silver returned througb 
the Mine hey had digg d, and ſtoping up the hole, 
"Made the Earth plain as it Was be fore, ſo thai the ir 

 [thefr might got be perceived, knowing the danger 

if ii was diſcovered. 12 i 
By this means returning home, they mor 
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143 The Hiftory of Eraftus and 
Joy, and feaſted abaadunily, reſ»lying to take the 


ſame courſe in x few dayes, I they heard. no noiſe 
of this their robbery, 1 their bags, that 
thereby poverty being baniſh! ;chey might bave for 
the reſidue of their lives, where with all ro feaſt it 
acco . ding to farmer cuſteme, 

Nyw the ava: tous Treaſurer who was more 
j:al»us iu the preſervation of this Treatury, than if 


it kad been his own, let nat a dey ſlip nere in he 


did nor viſii it: and being entred into that Cham- 
ber where the Treaſuty was, and looking whilhiy 
about him, ſaw (cvers] things diiplaced, for every 
thing lay in its pcoper order , wherenpsn he inſtant · 
ly jaſpected whar was already done, and having di- 
hgencly Jaokt bout every where, to fpy aut wire 
an entrance had been made, found out at a corner 
of the Tower carih newly digged + Hereupon ac- 
qurinting no perſona with hit defign, he entred the 
\ Tewer alone, with iaftrumenny te dig and mind ſo 
long kill he came to the very hole which they had 
made at the Bafls of the Tower, and knew tha: bole 
to br place where it wes not uſual fer any perſon 


to be, ſet ing his hemuſed a while, conſidering what 


wis bef# 0 be dont, atlengih corcluded to lay no- 
thing, bet Nudied whaher it was poſſible to en- 
"trap the Thieves by ſitlence. Whereupon haveg 
mide a great Chaldron, t the height of n 
man. filled it full ef Picch, Bird: lime, and ſuch like 
eff, which miagled tegeiher, became ſo glotinost 


that it would forceably retain any thing put therein: 
this being done, hs laid it as ſectet 7 as he covld in 


the hole whici gave entrance inte the Tower, and 
having (craped away. the carth, he ſo covered this 
D Ohaldren, 


* 
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Cauldron or Kettle, and cleanicd the pavement that 
ut could not be perecived that any had been there 
biace the prodiga! Trenturer and his Son, who 
herring no noiſe about che money they Rad ſtelen, 
god concluding for certain that the covetnen Tres- 
uret had no miſtruſt of any thing, re{oived te pro - 
ſecote their enterprize,and to carry away more mo · 
ney than they had done before, and to that end, 
made choice of à night very dark, without the leaſt 
' gliawering light of the Moon, and fo went to the 
place where was the meuth of the mine; the Faiher 
went 6r, as beſt knowing the way, juſt as he came 
to the hole of the wall, where he was to enter the 
Tower, he fell into the Cauldron and was ſo faſtned 
on every ſide, that he could not Rir, and preſently 
concluded it a plot for his ſarprize, und therefore ad- 
monifht his Son to withdraw inſtantly, leſt he ſhould 
he entangled like himſelf, Whereepon his Son abt 
him what wes the matter, to which the Father re- 
plyed : L am dead take you no care of my life, but of 
my honour, for fhouid | be taken in this thieving 
_ plight, infamie will attend my name fer ever, the 
Son would have endeaverred toe aſſiſt his Father, but 
that the Father told him it was inspoſfible to take 
him out of the Cauldren alive, beides fhould he 
come to help him, he would be in danger of bex 
ing cavght himſelf. What muſt be dene then 
leid the Son? for the ſafe-guard of. my honeun 
ethine owne (aid the Faiber:lince there 18 no teme 
ent of my keid,te the end they may net know my 
E that the name of our family may nat be de: 
ban d, the Sen hearing this thought it very 12 
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that he ſhould be his Fathers executioner, but con: 


ſtdering with himſelf rhat of two evils the lepft is | 


to be choſen, reſoly'd ro ezetute the command of | 


bis Father, and comming ro the brim of the 
Czuldron ſaw him ſhrank up te the Arm pits, ir- 
recoverably , than taking him by the hair of the 
head with his leſt hand rris d him, and with a Scy- 


meter in his right ſevered his head from his body 
aſter this havitg entemd the head in a ſecreet place, 
not te be found, ke returned home all blocdy to his 
houſc, where with ſighs and tears related the whole 
matter to his Mether, beſecching her to 1ake all in 


- good part, end to hinder kis Siſters from crying, for 


that would be 2 means of diſcevering what ae yet is 
hidden to the world, the poor woman hearing this 


"fad news began to weep, tearing her hair, and cur- 


ſing her ili tortone with the prodigality ard diſobe · 
dience of her Sen, who would never hearken te her 
advice, now biameing ihe extraysgancies of her 
Husband, then condemring the inſafferable pro- 
fuſeneſs of her Son, and having thus a long while de- 
plored her condition, the began to conſider that the 
advice of her Sen was not impertinent to avoid 
the great evil that might follow the contrary, and 
therefore threw her (elf cn a bed, tormenting het 
Felf, and lamenting all the night. The day follow- 


ing the Treaſurer accordicg to his Cuſtome, went to 


fee the Chamber of the Treaſury, and te ſee whether 
any was taken inthe Cau dron; where coming he 
faw before ike Cavidren the earth all covered with 
bleed, the which amaz'd him much, — 
10, 


ligently che whole, and looking inte the Can 


hee ſaꝶ x body without u head, at which he mo 


| the feveri:wiſe Maſters of Rome: 143 
had net loft his labour and debgy, tor he thaughi to 
have taken the Thiet alive, and conifquently have 
' recovered the Gold and Silver he had loft, and ib 
may be more to boot. In the men time he oſſayed 
by all means to take cogn zinte ot the bedy, rhe 
which he removed em of the Csuldron by the 


delp of fire, and norwithftanding could diicoven 


nothirg becauſe kis Nature was low, nor from his 
garments being all ſo bedaubed with Pitch and Bird - 
lime. Herevpen the Treafurer reio'v's ro inform 
-the King of all that paſt 3 vpOn which it was corclu- 
dedthar the bedy of the Thief fhuuld be dragg'd 
by two berſes threugh every fircet with a Trumpet, 
:befoce and ar every houſe the Cryer ſhould pron, 
claim, this is the body of that traytrous Thief, that 
tob the Kings tresſury, intending thereby to have 
cognizance of the fact, his relations being unable 
to coxiain their tears at ſo ſad a ſpeQacle z and in- 
deed it was very gocd project fer that purpoſe; if 
the Son bad net prevented it by another wicked act; 
for the body being drawn through moſt of the ſtreets 
it came at length againſt ide houſe of its abode, ut 
fight whereot his Wife and Daughter could not re- 
ſrain from weeping and lamenting as ſoon as they 
heard the cry, this 5s the body of that traiterous 
Theif who 70 the Kings treaſary : herewpon & 
Juſtice ran inſtantly o rhe Houie of this thieving 
Treaſuter, thinking to find what they fought for g 
but the villanaus Sun who was wary took ſuddain- 
ly a hatchet, and therewith g:fhi Ries Mothers leg] 
| before which he laid n log of wood: and threw 
dowa the baichet all bloody on the ground the 
Jause being enteed the hou!e, enqured of the Mg, 
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ther; and her dieghtert the ocenſion of their wee. 


a 


ing and wail „ ee lighs and teirs they anſwered, 
do yon not fee Sits: 

Mother is cut grit vouſſy, ber leg being almoſt 
off, by endervouting to cut ihat log in peices, and 
therefore it is no wonder, if we who are her Children 
grieve and take on for her, having juſt grounds to 
— ſhe will looſe her leg; you were berier ſaid the 


"2 Jaſtice ge and help ber, than cry and lament ker, and 


ſo toak his leave, withont affecting any thing im- 
gining all true they told him. Some little time after 


he poor Mother, who was thus wounded in the leg 


Jek inte a feaver which d:priv'd her of life, leavirg her 


Son tither in villany then he was before, havi 


withbis own hand, kill'd both Father and Mother, 
Gol grant dir, the like befall you nor, for certainly 

aim much afraid hereof, and that yon will be redu- 
ced tothe ſame danger, that this Treaſorer fell into, 
and as it is an honeſt women 1hat gives you this ad- 
ce for your benefit, ſo l fhall never defiſt to tall 
you ſincerly, and in pure verity whatſoever [ ſhall 
underſtand and be not angry, that | par you in mind 
of your duty. The Treaſurer followed the evill 
coanſclt af his Son, and ſo loft his hononr,and his life 
hy the hand of bim, who ſhon)d have given him his 
beſt aſſilance; do you alſo follow the counſell of 
your fine Philoſophers, win to have the mannzgaent 
of affairs, to rule and govern the world at their 
pleaſure, thinking gf nothing but the infialling of 
their | Diſciple in your Imperiail ſear, ro the ka ird 


5 of your life, and Joſs of honour. The Son of the 


Treaſucer remained rich, after the death of bis 


Father end Mother, whem he ſlew with his own 
 Ungd ; | fear Eraffns will ferve you in like * ̃ — { 
Teas | 
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bew that poor woman, whois | 
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| finding, the which J beſeceh and exhort you re 5 ot 


. 


var, unleſe yon opeu the eyes of your ænoderſtardz 


=> 


te ſr wif Mirren . 


lech fort thut we Mall be in danger al liſe ard bo- 


. 


7 


of ſupplications mort you det, let rie danger wih 
bugs over yeurticad and the laperial digaity which. 

ybu now poſſcls, perlwWade you 59 i; ? Beſecchiagę 
you to pardon me, if | offend 22 (zying the wu: 


for the love and ſinccer aff. Aion which | bear to 


yos, 0 — faith / owe you, conſtrains me thereto, 
ud (o1 bid vos heartily farewell, _ ___ 
„Tais Letter bajag fiathr and well defigrtd, ſhe call? 


ed to her, one of ber B:d- Chamber jn whom fhe put 


great trat , commanding kim te go and fiad out the 


— Emperone with all dilligence, and deliver that night 


the Letter to the Ecopergur, aſſatiag him there was 
raatree of great impartauce therein-coatained, and 
that be heul inſtantly read it, and return ng anſcrer 
the ſame night, and ſo bring it her the next mernſng 
es ſoon 84 it Was light. The Meſſenger having re- 
ceixed his diſpatch from the Empreſs, ſo (peedily 
execated her cemmends, that thorgh the Jay was far 
ſpent, and the place where the Enpereve was, being 
temote from Rome, yet he arrived at his journey« end 
before Sas let, & baving found che Emperour alone, 


delivered vim the Letter, which be hid received from 


- 
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the Empreſs z Whe reading it over & over again, and 
weighing well the contents thereof, all mz d ashe 
Was, returned an anſwer imeadiately on the place, to 
the Empreſs, exculing himſclt for his ſudden depar- 
ture from Rome, aſlütiag ber it was not becanſe ke 
would revoake the ſentence pronounced agtinſt 
Eraflus, bat onely to delay it for awhile, and fiad- 
ing ib theſe de ays were taken ill by her, he »eold - 
forthwith proceed te ihe excenrion of the ſean 
. \ Ke pI 
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Eren the * Auen, 4 "Y c TY 
J Etafus by diſcourſe which he made A Em- 
* pero of a young Set Dainſel, wbo was"; "Fives 
x in mar iage to 4 young ſtrange Gentleman whom 
jp loved by the hands of her own Flus band ſpho Was 
; Gorb old and j:alons; 
E Empreſs having received the Letter of tho 
Eper our, was the moſt ſatis fied perſen in the 
Wor: d ſreing that the exccatian of Eraftus was re· 
mit ted 10 her diſcretion j wherefore hort to looſe 
time, fearing lome accident might happen - which 
& on FP ini / r;upt her deſign ov formerly; ſue . 
aged the Officers. ot juſtice is αννννεννινỹFtlRe 
but F Heat was fo favoorghle! to Pit E 175 a 
that the Jadges ſeeing the Enparoyr' de wo 
by that 2 being tim re coylider of ( 7900 | 
boſinels, were e herofſomethert in'd/fderte_ 
the leclemenc fdr particular aſant: go 8 | 
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| the ſevin wiſe Maſters of Rome. 147 
|. ſophers in the mean time had the opportivity xo , 
conſult ab»ut what the Emperonr had concluded an 
the day before, hoping that the ſeven ara} dayes 
which threatned the death of Eraſtrs were as guad as 
aft, nee there were but three i- came, yet noiwith- | 
ſanding they were not well aflured here of-being 
in continual fear, ſecing that the Heavens and every 
thing from whence they might divisze, and know: 
things to come, demonſtrated their Diſciple in dan- 
er of deaih , moreover that which augmented their 
car, was che ſecret threets of the Empreſs A phrodi- 
cia, of which they were continually. inform d, for 
inded they had good ſpyes in her houſe, ſame of the 
priveipsl of her Bed-chamber, by whom they were 
advertiſed, that the fore goipg night ſhe had ſent 10 
the Emperour, one of ber Bed: chamber in great 
haſte, whereupon imagining what ſhe might effect 
thereby, they conſulted how to ſraſtrate her de- 
Ggns againk Eraſtus. In ſhort the lame night where» 
in they underſtoed the menaces of the Empreſs, they 
left Rome and were ſo ſpeedy that before break of 
day they arrived, where the Emperour was about to 
riſe, wha being troubled all night aboat che Letier of 
the Empreſs, araſe in great rage as ſoon as he faw 
them, and being muck troubled, (aid what come yee 
here to de, and with what preſumption dare you A- 
pear before kim, whem you have ſo much injur d; 
| aſſuring them that if he had no more regard to His 
own quality (which nothing ſhould provoke to an- 
ſer Jehan their deſerts he would hang them all ſeven 
t he af{ared them that they ſhould nor go loop un- 
punifhed, ter alloon es Eraſtns ſhould de diſpach f ac- 
cording te order, he 301d them there tut mut he 
6 ä next 


4 * 


s The iy of Enſtu ad. 


next, cauling* the rigeur of jaftice ro muke theri ex- 


emplary, acrerding to their.villany and treaſon, for 
making kim the moſt miſerable and unſortunate man 


of the Barth, inflcad of a happy and triumphant . 
> Ewperovr , having conſtrained him to kill ignomini- - 


fly by ibe hand of juſtice,the Son of his awn loyns 
from whom he expected comfort and affiftance,whchv 
had came to pals, if inftead of betters id goodman- 
ners ( whom they ought to bave inſtrufted therein) 
they had not perverted his nature, diſdaining kithercs 
to ſpeak to his father 5 but on the coritrary bad in- 
cited him to vitiate her, wham he ought to cal} Me- 
ther ; concluding that the matter ſhould not go after 
this manner. The Philoſophers hearing the ſaying 
of the Emperour, ard under ſtand ing the concluſion 
Which he had made with the Senate was reverſt, and 
that he had made fiew proviſion for the death of E. 
raſlus, they were {© troubled, that they had no more 
to ſdy tothe Emperovr, they it ihey had been ſtab'd 
tothe heart: hewever knowing that their buſineſs 
required expeditlon, they ware unwilling to Joofe 
time in their on joflification ; but retoſved to pro- 
ſecute the cale of Eraſtut. Wbercupon Pfilautropus 
who undertook to ſpeak for Craßus this day, and 
whe ef all others, was a perivn wolt Gentle ard 
complaiſant (following in his actions the etymo. 
legy of his name (begin to ſpeak in this manner 
Sir, if you have been ſo dilligent in the informing. 
your ſelf, concerning the truth of the fact, alledged 


agaiaſt Era7us, and as you have been teocre- - 


dulous, ſo it you be to raſh in Judging, I hall nor 
take the * to ſpeak the leaf word is his de- 


' fence: Bat ſince I am ſo well aſlured of the icy 
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the ſeven wiſe Mes of Rouge: 149 
ef the young Prince, I think it is impoſſible for him 
ſo to let looſe the reins to his diſordered deſires is 
to commit a fault ſo ſaul as this : however I hall of- 
fer this to your Judgment, which I kn. by experi- 
ence and muſt ſpeak for him, although you condemn 
not dy kim, bat theſe Sages, alſo my compni»ns 
rot onely worthy of that death you have ordaioed, 
bot u puniſkment muck greater- Bat knowing and 
underſturdirg that in this ca'e you are only govern'd 
by the ſole pcrſwaſion of a 5:mple woman, and being 
inform'd elſe where in Hiſtory z as wel antient 28 
modern, of the great paſſions to which women are in- 
clin'd, and principally thoſe which liy a confiraine 
on all, but what their appetites do.diftate to them; 
| hence I conclude, whatever you have heard of Era- 
flu: are enely fables, and do not wonder Sir, if you 
are deceived by x woman, for youre nat the oy 
' and ſhall not be the loft; for women will not only-in- 
duce us t bclicve what is poſſible as in this, but 
things that ure altage her impoſſible, as it happened 
tos Gentlemen of Greece, Governer of Moroces, 
| Who was fo deluded by his wife ( whom notwith- 
funding he loved better then his life ) that with his 
own hand, ke give her in marriage to a ſtrang Gentle- 
man whom the loved, thinking it was ſome other. 
Let me ſee (aid the Emp- ro how can that be? I will 
tell you Sir, ſa id the Philoſopher, not doubting ta 
have as good ſuceeſs from my diſcourſe, as my cem- 
pinions have had from theirs z and therevp · n be- 
gin to ſpes . Not long fince, there was Gent le- 
man in Greece, whoſe name / ſhall not tell, b-cxuſe 
| know him well; and the accident which betcll 
kim, canons; be intra impuied 10 him. any aeg os 
er | 7 * folly 
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150 "The Hiſtory of Eraſtus and 
folly of he, bat chicfly ro rhe diſaſteri of farruge, 
who takes delight to troable aa interrapt tha de- 
| Ngns of men, and chicfly of theſc- who nog encly 
ſtudy te g · vera their ow˖a cancle of life, buy that of 
ethcrs, :n{cay»ating to he in that reſpeR agreater 
Rock of prudence thin ther men: Bet ts teturn te 
our Gentleman, who was of 2 gad and anticat fami- 
ly, and every where eſteemed a mighty man, not on- 
ly for che great e2ace his Father let him, bu; for the 
Lands and Lord-thips . he had parchaſed by hit own 
induſtry , at lengih he pur>aſcd to Marry thinkin 
himſelf a hapyy man, if ke could procure 4 wife bat 
fair and honeſt tos; and certainly it had aa happen; 
ed ami's, if the thing had fallen out as ke defired ; bat 
tis very ſeldom (I will not {ay never) that heamy 
and honelly ledge together. With e dilligent eye be 
foeght after i beauiy, that might be call d 4 Nane. ſach 
or a Nan pateill, reſolving to marry one that was 
pleaſant and of 2 geod grace; in ſome few months he 
ſound out what he deſired, and ckosſe her for his 
wife, who was very pleating 10 his eye, and when 
he loved n+ his life. Ia the intervall, the Depuries 
of Greece having a very god oppinien of this Ges- 
tleman, hom hy expericnce.chey found wife and ace 
complitht, cRabl ed him in the gayernment of Mo 
recco; and thereupon being .con/lrained to retire to 
ſkis g1vcrnment he cook with him hu wife, whem he 
cnrianed loving ſo intirely, that he became jealous 
in ſuck ſort, hat he abridg's himſelf of that liber 
he to k in divert ſing hmielf it Feaftivalls among by 
aſl clates, and the company of Gentlewemen; and 
not ſat sfied with chat, he ict a goats ver het of ſuch 
. ung meſt cotruſted, waiching ber, higaſelt and en- 
deavouring 
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the ſeven wiſe Maſters of Rome. 153 
deavanring to find out whit he could, either in what 
the did or laid j knowing for cer ain that it is hard, 
nay, imp. ſſible almo?, % guard hat which cvery 
one cave; for the more he joyed : cr, and he m re 
lovely ſhe appear d in his eye, ihe more h thought; 
dae Was beloved by every one, a2 bet he was 48 
tempting to all, as fhe sto hin: taviagg beeg thus 
tar mented for {ome time, inſtead uf finding any ae 
beg tw wrſennd writ, whether i, wis becauſc ha 
lte his gazidians he had placed aver his wite, 
whom he fearcd might be bribed to treachery 3 or 
whether he revaglud in his thoughts the great de. u- 
ſiot women pat up*n their husbands, pretending ta 
be blind when they have, or would have as many yrs 
u Argus, or Whether ke had {cen ſome thing hi- 
ſelf, he did not well aprove of. Hereup on being an- 
willing te truſt any, and being unable always ta ob- 
ſe ve and Watch her himſelf, by reaſ-q of bulineſs ke 
was continually employed in, he fell into the great» 
ef. melancholy thei cauld be, fill conſidering how 
he might afſure himſelf, that ſhe might not caſt a 
winten eye, or beſtow ber love en any hit himſelf. 
Now he had a very fair and high Tow:r in 3 carnee 

the Caftie wherein hc hved, whica was built ra- 

er for ornament than ſtreng h; herein this Gentle: 
man piieht upon « Chimber, for himicl}, the moſt 
cmmndious for his deſign ; and haying painied and 
Mort d it, ſo that there was nothing io be ſeen but 
eglintering uf Gold, he reſ lyed to encloſe his wiſe 
rein & nat to let her eu, but on ſome ceritin days 


aide y 27 ; in th ri he pet fected his debt & vs it 


Fere, put his wife in priſon. As to the 2&y« © the 
| which maſt g ve him inlet where his mig #25 
Were.many in guwber (tor chere was ten doors to 

ä | Fals 


5 The Hiftory of Eraſtus ane 
paſs through Ihe cirricd they always abeut him, 
. not traſt them with any body. Hereupen 
i Sentle woman grieved, and lamented ſadly, not 
fo mich for being encloſed, 26 for the litile confidence 
ber husband had in her, All ker tears avalled nothing. 
fer ſhe could 'notbeſer at liberty, till che arcival of 
forme Feaſtivals, which in all were but feur in the 
year, and but two ef them neither, preperly belong: 
ed to the Damſel doubtleſi ly ſhe had 2 * mind 
rv wake ancfcape,” und therefore employed all the 
faculties of fler Mmiad to that purpeſe; bat her gunedy' 
aboat her, and the little aſſidanceſhe ſaw fhe had, be- 
ies her kay bands having 2 continasl watchful eye 
upon her, fruſtrated her defign, Now 22 we faid bes 
fore, this Damfel was a very grent bessty, and the 
farne thereof, which ſpread it ſelf all there baut was 
much greater: For which canſe a young Gentleman | 
C of whom I ſhall ſpeak mere at large an) forſock 
his own houſe, ro pat ſomerhing on fac, he heuld 
think moſt requifir, la proceſs of time fortune ot 
love browght it to paſs, that it happened that a Rravge 
Gentleman who had a Father very rich arrived at the 
Mateopolis of Morecce where having lived a while, 
there happened one of theſe ſolemn annus]! Feaſtivals 
which invited him to g9 and ſee their pablick ſperts, 
which were uſually performed on thoſe days, to de · 
light the people j where being come, & and conſider- 
img every thisg, at length he (ſave ihe dial of the 
Soyerneis wie, to whom every one gaye place, wy 


ſhew's their reverence, as well for that rank ſhe | 
in Megiſtracy, us ſor her exce lent deportment, & i 
compirable beauty, ah ch was then accompanies with 
rich 2ccoutremen's ard ſo many greece, which dizied 
the eyes of the (pcRacors, All rhele were —_—_— 
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the ſoven wiſe Malers of Rome. 1753 

ohly to force all to give place, & o give her konou: & 
keſpett io great was ker beauty, & ſo lovely & obleig- 
ing was her behaviour. Opolite to the Chair which 
vt prepared for her was placed a Scaffold, in which 
were windows to look out on the place, where tHe 
ſports. were ſolemm ze d. Herenpon the range Gen- 
tlemen taking notice thereof, ad v: nced in good time 
io bargain wi th the Maſter of the ScofFuld for a place, 
"which was ſe dear that very few peeple were there g 
ſs that the Gentleman had the opporruniry to ſit an- 
crowded & and at his caſe, for the gps! Faces of 
what ever he Ceſigned. In fine, having his cyet con- 
 tinually Gx en the Governeis &eonfidering her brave 
behaviour with geſtures al divine was preſently cap- 
tinted by love, ſo that his intetnall pa ſſiom ( which. 
xfftiacd his mird) conſtrain d him ro manifeſt by out- 
ward ſigns, that which was contain'd within his breaſt 
if any there had taken notice ; but every one had his 
eyes ſo buſied, that his paſſion was net diſcovered, 

fortune being than very favourable, eſpeeially inchis 

the that damſel looking now here, now there, at laſt 

caſt her eyes vpon the young Gent. whom finding in 
2 goed gar bGcgeſture, ſhe amoroufly; glanced her eyes 
upon him, & he M her, ſo that the glances which paſt 
between theſe lovers, had in a liitle time ſo abſolutly 
diſpoſed of the heart of this Gentle woman, that (he 

ſhew'd as much ſatisfsction in the friend- ſaip of this 
= a2 he ſhewed zff:Rion for her ſervice, Now 


Pat which incited her to conſent eaſily, to the friend- 
Mip of this Sent. was ber hopes by kis means, to be 
freed ont of Priſon; forgetirg all the difficulties ſhe 
formerly found for her deliverance. The ſporis being: 
baiſhe, the people began to with-draw, io did theſe. 
mw we lovers, fixing their eyes on cach oiher, as fu 
".. A 
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” , Was left withour, than felt thole pains wiichare in- 
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154 The Hifleryef Eraftus and 
as their eyes could reach. In the mean time the Gent; 
Followed at a diſtance, even tothe Caſtle, walls; the 

Damici beirg enta;ed; the poor Ger: lemgn which 


cid ent to Lovers, nor was the Genilewoman inienti- 
ble there f, or both the ene and the other having 
ro other bene fil than the glance of an cye, nor ha- 
vung no aſſurance of one anvthers frieudfbips, had 
lei, hopes of ever conferring together ; for the 
 Gentlewoman way afſured of being made cloſe pri 
ſoner as ſon as ſhe enired the Cattle, and ſit haps 
ned. New the Gentleman who had heatd fome- 
thing er quires diligently how che matter ftocd, in 
the mean time the Gentle women wept and bewailld 
her c dition in prijen, the: ſhe had inn fo lweets 
Gentleman, why onthe conrary deipiſed that l 
beriy be epjoy ed. and w ſht himſeli the haxpiaeſs}o 
be wich her, under the (ame confiraint, and bub of 
them ecmploy'd their Whole time in coniriveing 
W yes Bow i (ucconr and relieve ore another: 4- 
b ut ihn affair they conſumed a great deal of time, 
having no viher remedy than te diſſemble, in the | 
mc an time that which ai 3 could not ch 
tain. Hereupon the Wange leman gave out 
that kc was come to inhabit in this City pretending 
he had let bro own Count ty upon a very lawful at- 
chunt, ariſeing tram a quarrel in which he had ſlain 
@ G:nilemar and that de wigh: Jrankly do, 
his Faiker was dead who had left him a Conſi 
ble cſtatc, by which ea he could frelick and 
ay the teme with other Gen ſemen of the Cith 
who encched much and cartſſcd high this rant 
Gentleman z for he obiiged them to cxpence by pi 
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the ſe ves wiſegHafters of Nome. 153 
ing all the reckonirg, hepug enough 10 ds it; by 
this manner of feafting one anotke:,1in a little time 
be came acquainted with the Governovy, Now to 
the intent he might be lodged nearer the Caltic, and 
to have better acceſs te Couri. he borght him a ſtate- 
ly houſe, very near and juft faceir g the Tewer, fur- 
piſhing it with very rich Tepiſtry which he had 
brought out of his own Country; in which he often 
effaycd to treat the Guvernour, and with him to paſs 
away the time therein pleaſantly ; im ſuch Fort thar 
for the moſt part he wis not looked on «5 a firanger 
but a Courtier er a Citizen. This Gentleman befides 
his other zccompliſhments, was much delighted in 
arm, for he was a prear Trave her, and had bm in 
the ſeryice of a King of Greece, v ha dw g life 
had juſtly for him a very great eſteem; after whoſe 
death be returned hene, locking on it as an unglori- 
ous thing to live the life of a Souldier, being ſo 
rich for that ſervice which he bad undertook, he did 
not for necefficy, but to exerciſe himſelt in honour- 
able exploits and emploꝝ ments. Being accuſtumed 
25 aforeſaid, to the cxercife of artos, it hapred that a 
ſolemn day drew near, of which be was joyful, and 
particularly having underfleod that here would be 
a Ternament with Lances, for the delight and ſatis- 
faden of the Ladyes ; wherenp n without delay; 
de furniſh bimſelf with Lance ard Arme, and with 


every king requilite for chat porpoſe, wich (ach 


TE fecrecy that cope knew it hut himſelf, and one con- 
gat, and the better to carry on his enterprize, he 
his forniture fre m his lodging, and had 
52 f rey ber bark nate 
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156 The Hiftory#f Brafton and 
leem d the day ot reinricftion to the pour Priſoner; 
and to the young Gentleman ) who had counted the 
hours and minactes, to the titae wherein he ſhould 


appear betore tu Miſtre's, he there made hirſelf 


Known her Neighbour 6c yer he was noucer to her in 
hear: than in habitation, now as be paſt be bowed, & 
lid-clongcatt an amorom giance,receiving the like te · 


' Cipreca) glance from his Mittreſs, In thort, having 


eyed herall the way he weat te his place ohſtanding, 
and thinking he would excuſc him, it he was leſs 
lavith of h.s amor glances, ſince there was ſo mi · 
ny eyes pon them, he haſted to his pot or place ap- 
pomied, ts be armed, and bring arm d from kead fe 
foot in white armevr, he came to the courſe witk e 
Laace all filver'd er, both rhicker and larger chan 
cuſtomary, having his head-peice crefted with 1 
black and white Plume of Feathers, anſwering the 


the colowre of his Horſcs expariſen z onder che 


Helmet there was a Corflet of Braſs, out of which 


iſſued a litile ſmoak, denoting the fire that was hid- | 
den within, with a ſcrole whereen was written in 


Leners of Gold theſe words, Ti bard to bids « 
e. This de viſe was thus invented by him, to m 
yteſt that aff. Aion which was knownto very ſem: 
erery one b<gan to regard from head to foot this 
bright Cavaleer, one ſaying this, another that, yet 
every one miſtaken, for this Gentleraan had his vi: 
auer down te abſcond himſelf from kaewledg,but & 
ver / onemigh: knw his horſe hy ceaſon of his grett 
Capariſon, To atk his name was as great an inciyſ 
Iny, as medeſty to conte il it 3 aticr ſeveral Lancet 
brokes by the Gentleman whe entered the Liſts, uu 


this Gentleman ſtranger was willing to break bit, 
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Herold xt Arms arriv'd and proclaimed inthe behalf 
of the defendants, that al Gentlemen aſſailants have” 


ing won the victory, of the defendants, ſhauld have 
for their prize a Chain worth 300 Crowns ; but on 


the contrary if they had the worſe, to give them the 


like, or be the defendants Priſoners. On a ſudden 
the white Cavalleer elevated his Gantler, in token he 
_ necepted the challange with. its conditions wherein 
(to be ſhort) he behaved himſelf ſo well tharhe won 


the Chain, having paſt his Lance againſt the head of 
lis antagoniſt. The ſecond defendant, he ſo briskly 
charg'd, that he made his head kiſs the Pommel of 
his Saddle. This made every one amazed, for every: 
one held theſe two defendants the meſt valliant and 
couragious Cavalleers in all Aforocco, 2s. indeed they 
were and having beſides conquered many other Gent- 
leman and carried eff in token of victory many fmall. 
Chains and perfumed Gloves, and having ſuſtained 


many a ſhock with Gallaniry of Sp'rir, all the whole 


afſembly remained aſtoniſnt. Vet every one eager- 


ly de fired to know who was this Cavalleer who had -- 


ſoadmirabley bchav'd himſelt in the Turnaments ; 
hat above all the Governour had x Great affection 
who earneftly beſought him to make himſe lf known 
for the honour of nobility, to the end chat the accu- 
mulation of praiits which he had merited, might not 
yaniſh'in the aire, Whereupon the Gentleman turn- 


ing his face to the Governcſs, who without ſaying 


any thing ſhew'd by = ſigu that ſhe was delirous to 


- know this Cavalleer (for women are more affected 


with curofity.than men) herenpon the Cavalleee put. 
yes vi ier? ſee here tis Fabio ( for ſo tie was 


This being obſcrv'd ys all, there was n general 


amazment 
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ams zement ſeized the whole Company, and chiefly 
thoſewho before theught him « man more fir for 
. pleaſnre than for Action, The day being far ſpent, 
a retreat was ſounded to put an end to the Tourne- 
ment, and the white Cavaleer was accomparicd with 
Drums and Trumpets towards his Lodging, ſtill pre- 


trending to treat one and another, ſtaying in the ſtreet 


till tke Governeſs ſhould pa's that way, whe wes at- 
tended with an honourable retinue; to whom he 
made a profound reverence without as to the wife of 


the Sovernour, but within, as te his dearcft friend, 


and having received the like from her, with a joyfull 
countenance he tete uned to his on habitat ion, where 
after he had paid thoſe reſpect: due to the honour 
was dene him, he then began to ruminate on his love 
concerns, and how he ſhould accomplſh them, in 
which conſiderations he found many and great diffi- 
culties: how ever like a true Lover, finding nothin 
impoſſible, after a long conſultation with himſelf, 
he diſpaicht his.ſerrant-whom (he could confidently 
craft ) ro fetch him a Maſter Maſon, which, was a 
ſtranger, and very skilful in his Art, ſuch a one was 
broughthim in a ſhort time, whom this Gentleman 
treated ſo generouſly well, that he became abſolutely 
bu cremute, ſealing up his mouth with a world of 
. preſents he gave him, adding with all threats if he 
diſcovered the defign, ſo thit it was buried between 


them three, the Maſter, Servamr; and Maſon ; the 


latter of whom beg in 10 ſer his hands to work to e- 
very thing he was commanded, and that was ro ſpring 
a Mine under the foundations of the Tower where 
the Damſelwas, with ns little noiſe at might be, to 
which the Gentleman lent Mis affiftnce very fre- 


quently in digging and esrrying out the exrth, 
| lu continuing {_ 
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continuing their labour, in a little time they under- 


tiined the Tower without the leaſt diſcovery. Here- 


upon the Gentleman diſcovered ts the Maſen his re- 
ſolution of mount ing into the Chamber of. the Dam - 
ſel; to which the Maſen gave him admiffion, as well 


| tyreaſyy.of his long experierce in ſuch matters, as 


by reafon of the advantage of the Winding ftairs, 
which were in the laid Tower ; by Which means it 
was very eaſie 10 aſcend into the Chamber of the 
Damſel ; yet there were ſeveral impediments inthe 
way, however the Maſon found out ether wayste 
aſcend, lit ning to the Walls if any one tosk notice, 


at length they arriv'd at the floore of the Chamber, 


or rather priſon of the Darmſe] , not knowing no 
what to do bud io truft in fortune, and leave the iſſue 
of all to ker guidance, intending not to paſs further as 


yet for fear of inconveniencie,reſting there & hoping 
na lictle time to have ſome bcetter opportunity ſab- 


miting his paſſion to reaſon which ought to govern 
in all luck matters and reſpects: Upon the approach 
of x folecan feftival, the Gentleman was not unmiad- 
ful of putting an end to his enterprize, and having gl- 
ven out that he was extreem lick ard that he could 
not go to ſee the publick ſports, much leſs take plen- 
ſure in them, & che Dimſel being releaft for that day 
o go and ſee them; this Gentleman Fabis ſaid to the 
Maion, Maſter this opportanity will aot admit us to 
looſe time, for this is the day wherein we ought te 
eſteem our ſelves no leſs happy (every thing favaur- 
ing us) then Deucation and Phyrrka afier the Decoys 
o that for any one 1 loole one lingle minute of this 


opportunity were tohate himſelf, & prevoke the 
Gods, Hereupon the Maſter and the fervant im 
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diately furniſſſt them ſelves with infirumonte; and o- 


ther things cequiſire for their purpoſe, und having paſt 
the Mine they had made, they arriv'd at the place 


they deſired, where being come they ſearcht round x- 
bout and at laſt found out in a little time a hole 


big enough for a man to enter, ar that very corner || 


where ſtood the bed of the Damſel, accordi 


as the 
Maſter Maſon had contriv'd with the 8 


ance of 


the God of love. The Gentleman being entred the - 


Chamber ( whilſt the Maſon and fervant were regar- 


ding the hole, how to return again another time with 


out diſcovery ) he regardfal lonkt about the Chan. 
er, wherein ke ſaw ez little bex lying open ( for ii 
had no key, which which was made in the form of « 
little Preſs to contein Clothes, wherein were rich 
habilliments which he would net diſorder, as well b 


__ reaſon he had no leiſure, as that he might not be dil- 


covered ; notwithſtanding having found « place ( a1 
he thought, were the Damſel was accuſtomed to lay 
her hand at ber return he reſolved there to leave 
Tome ſignal of his entrance, which however was ſo 
obſcure, that thovgh any other ſhould ſee it by 
ebance, he ſhould not gather any thing from it, azd ſo 
left this following eFſadrigall, which ſome days 
before he had compoſed in manner of » Riddle. 


*. 


Madrigal, 


e Madam ther's one bath vow'd tobe 
Tour Captive whom you know t; 
Ad though you ars within atyr,' 
Hath ſmorn to break the knot : 
Und this I de tomove your heart, 
But let mit tes or heart with grief 10 
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At troublad for what's dime 8 

_ Love hath conſulted your relief, ay 
When [the victory won 51 5 Lf 
n And ated then 4 Lovers part; 
And will de ſtall and muſs do more, 
"*T55 be that come from forreign ſhore, 
Wil ſerve you with bis band and heart 


4 


| The Gentleman having laid this Madrigal where 

he purpoſed, returned to the Maſon, deliring him. 19 
Ciſpatch hat he had begun; ſo that all being deſcend; 
ded,and the Gentleman ſeeing all things as he would 


aſſertain the non diſcovery of his plot. but mov d wih 
compaſſion, he changed his intention, and giving 
kim many preſents he eaus d him roembark the (am? 
day, and leave Morocco. In the mean time the Dam: 
ſel being entred ker Hermitage, ſhe tambled oyer 
ſome thing ſhe bad, amongſt which ſhe found the 
Madrigal, which ſhe read and read again and ag n, 
_ thinkingand rethinking of the interpretation therer 
of, how it could be laid there, and what ſhauld the 
iſſue be thereof, in fine ſhe gathered who. ir mould 
be that layed it there, bat could not collect by what 
means it could be left ; and at laſt concluded it muſt 
be done by Nicromancy , for in thoſe Gaps 
there were many Witches,and many. put cooh- 
dence in them, Whilft ſhe was in gle aer 
imaginations ſupper time, und conlequemly that 
of Yes 2 near, and (@ ſhe —_ — bed, 
not with an intent to fleep but to be vigilent 


to the intent ſhe might ſee the iſſue of this doubiful 


M 3 matt. 


LO 


have it, had ſome thoughts of killing the Maſon 10 | 
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matter. At length the night being far Spent, ang ha- 
ving tyred her elf with thinking, ſhe was conſtrajn'd 
to give repoſe to her ſenſes, and ſo fell into a ſound 
fl:ep. Now according to her thoughts awake ſhe ſaw 
in a dream what afterwards hapened; for the thought 
ſhe ſaw him who had To much'eyed her before & the 
kim, was on the battlements of the Caſtle bewgiling 

hiraſelf by reaſon of thoſe impediments and obſirudti. 
on, which were laid for the hindering one anotherg 
» pleaſures z and that then the priſon miraclovſly was 

opened, and as mirsclouſly ſhut ns ſoon as he was en. 
tre; and that both #fterwards fell into great anexi- 

ty of minde, ſhe fearing that there was no means left 
or his going aut, and he fear ng he was ſurpriſed for 
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for fear as deſire ſhe had to underſtand the ſequel of 
this buſineſs, kept her mourh fur, but her exrs òpen to 
the laying of the Gentlemen , whoſe requeſt being 
well underſteod; & unwilling to fhew her (elf harder 
than 2 ſtone, and being more unwilling to the ruine of 
the Gencleman, and much more of her felf; thinking 
it withal an AA ef Picty to preſerve thoſe who love 
us; became at length inclinable to pitty, aud reſabred 
to entertain him, whereupon without further tofs: of 
time they both addreſt themſelves for the gathering 
of loves fruits; and to make manifeſt the Riddle, 
thinking of nothing elſe but the perpetuity of their 
pleafure ; adviling the beſt way bow they ſheuld 
meet often together. | | 

This ſtory here inſerttd, Sir, it tends much to our 
purpoſe, and thoſe alſo who have endeaveured to 
know women; but principally thoſe many Hypo- 
crites , which makes profeſſion of being half Saints. 
This Damſel of whem we ſpeak, Sir, not induri 
to be lock't up under the guard of her Hus band, (who 
we may preſome had good reaſon to be careful of 
that he valued above every thing; ) was reſolved 
for a long time to be revenged of him, and fo ſeeing 
octaſion offer it ſelf, the greedily laid hold thereon; 
not only to ſavc nd deliver her ſelf, but alſo to con- 
clude the detrimeni and confaſion of the poor inao- 
cent; and ſo having taken her pleaſare many nights 
with her friend, ſhe reſelred to forſake her Hunband, 
and cleave to this young Gentleman, and that with 
much ſubtlety, ſo that he was prais'd, and her ald 
man blam d. In the mean time her friend viſited hies 
often, an ſhe deſirous to come to that end the Gen- 


tleman proponnded, * regarding any thing = 
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the- preſent he ſpake to him in theſe words ; my 
friend / know you are valiant and that you bear mie 
great aſfection, wherefore it is tequile ir you en- 


terpriat ſomething in which l ſhall have the greateſt 
charge, to the intent that if any thing happen comra- 
ry to our defign which I hope, the whole may be im- 
puted to me, and no other; and that you may not 
perplex your brain, 1 will undertake the particulat 
matiagement. | E470 

Court you ſſiall wear on your finger one of the rings 
of my Muſty Husband, which 1 fhall give you, and 
ſo order the batineſs, that he may ſee it on your n- 
ger, and | doubt not but immediately he will knowit 
to be his own, in ſuch ſoft that he will sske you, 
wiience you had it ; lo which you muſt anſwer thi 
yay have had ita long time, ſay no more, bur came 
Kraight aw y 10 me, and give me the ring again, afier- 
wards [ ſhall iafoerme you how things proceed. Day 
_ | breaking { which conftrained the Sentie- man io de- 


part)the Damſe] gave kim the good morrow, patiing * 


the ring on hit finger with which the Sentleman de- 
reed bis courſe toward the Governowr), and had 
no ſooner pert ornied his obeiſance towards him, bur 
that the Governout faw that which netled h im to fee, 
and although he diflembled the knowiedg of what 
of that which w. to trat, yet he could not but fix 
hin: eyes x long time thereon, and to ſhe by ſonje 
ſtrange geſtures that he was not well pleaſed ʒ in ſach 
manner that many of the atrendann' deſired to know 
the reaſon of this ſuddain change; but the' preſently 
went to the Tower, and was ſo long in opening the 
ſereral doors , thut the Gentlemen who! was gone 


— - 


In the fitſt place tomorrow worning going to 
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before had the opportunity of delivering the ring to 

her from whence he had ir, now the old Dotard ha- 

nag found the (aid ring in che place he defired, refied | 
himſelf ſatisfied, and was reſolved to lye with her be 
following night which was accordingly done; of | 

| which her friend Was advertiſed by certain Ggnal 

given by her, which he finding returned to his lodg- 


ing. | | 

ot day following the Gentleman ſeeing all thingy 

ſafe return d to his accuſtomed reft, where he and the 

Dimſel had time enough to laugh ar the poor old- 

man, In fine the Damſel ſaid ts the Gentleman; 

my friend the God of Love hath given us a good be- 

pinning to ſatisſie our ſelves, and certainly I hope no 

leſs of the middle &. concluſion, and ſo for the ſecond 

tryal, you ſhall do what I ſhall tell you, and do but 
3 with the ring in which you behaved your 

ſelf moſt gafſanily. The Gentleman deſcended from 

the Tower ( after he had receiveda little Dog from 

her which ſhe kept for her paſtime,) and went to the \ 

Court, carrying with him the little Dog, the Go- A 

vernour ſeeing his little dog, was about to have 

till d him by his name,, but conſidering the quality 

ef him, who held him, and wondering how it was 

poſſible for it to be procured, for he ſaw by all the 

marks of the dog, chat it muſt be the ſame, he (aid 

not x word but wear Rraight to the Tower, grinding 

histeeth, and threatning beth his wife and Gentle- 

| win that he had worſe dog for thera both then rhe 

| Rad of his. The turning his bac 

' ] "tothe Governour diſpoſed of the Deg wich as much 

I *elerity as he had done with the ring. 3 

Nee 
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Ehamber of his Wife, and there ſeeing the little 
dog, knew not what to ſay, but believed it might (6 
happen. that two things might be found alike in 
two different places; and having ſcen already things 
like his on, he entertain'd no bad opinion, and lets 
jfealonſte.. In the mean time the Gentleman had his 
fall delight with the Damſelz who was defirous to 
put an end to all; reſolving with her Friend about 
the means they ſhould take to deliver her from this 
ſerritude, ſhewing him the way. he ſhoulf take, and 
what pretences he muſt uſe, and that ke muſt fit a 
Galley, as ſwift of ſail as he could cheoſe, and that 
| he hould place her in ſome Haven near the City, and 
pretending that he was in haſte to be gone, he ſhould 
procure ſome ſtrange Habilliments for her, and ha- 
. ving taken leave of the old Dotara, they ſhould ger 
alofc wich all ſpeed they could, diſcovering how he 
had cheated her Husband at he did. The Gentleman 
deſcendedghe Tower, and went to procare the light- 
eſt Galley in all Morroce, and having vidtual d and 
arm d her he put her off a little to dea, the better to 


abſcond kis de ſign: aſter this he ſubtlely contriyd 


womans apparel very rich, but made after a flrange 
manner, the which he laid up in his Chamber, the 
- haur for their delign being eome,the Damſel remov'd 
from her Priſon that night ſhe- knew the Dorard 
would not come to ſec her, he conducted her to the 
Galley which was arrived at. the Port that very night 


giving out that it was a flrange Galley then came in 


and having embarked his Lady, he committed her to 
the care ot hjs truſty ſervant, and return'd a ſhore to 


perfect his defign. Now the Govenony was rilen 


very early to go'a hanting, and. nu Pablo defied 
| | in 
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kim to make one of the Party, of which he excuſe 

himſelf, ſaying to the Governour that he was con. 
frained to lay all buſineſs aſide tor retura ſpeedily 
into his own Country. How ſaid the Governour, 
ſhall we be deprived of the company of z man ſo 
| and heneſt as you are: whereupon the Gentle- 
man replyed that he could be content to ftay and fee | 
their paſtimes, but that he was conftrain'd'to depart 
16 ſuddenly as he could, haying received the good ty- 
dings of the peace his Parents had conciuded with 
thoſe of, the Gentleman he had Ducl'd with for 
which cauſe his preſerice was altogether requilite for 
the ratifying what had paſt in kis abſence, and that 
he fear d delay in going might endanger him more 
than any thing ede; cho Governour having askt 
who brought him this news, the Gentleman aniwer'd 
to tell you the truth it is my dear Female friend whe 
who alwayes hath confer'd on me her ſrienuſhip, 
who being muck trovbled at my abſence, is very de- 
ſirout of my return, being come in all baſte for- thar 


* 


. purpoſe, in a Pinnace which arciv'd: in the Port this 


morning at break of day; wherefore I am come ex- 
prelly to take my leave of you, according to that 
ſervice and duty I ever ewed you, and to pray you 
alſo that you will drink a glaſs of wine with me in 
that Veſſel which is come on purpoſe to earry me 
off z to the intent with beter courage | may ſet (ail. 
The Governoue praiſing much the Cordiality and 
Friendſhip of the Damſel which was come to find 
our Fabio, promiſed him to go and dine with him in 
the Galiey, and following his hunting, the young 


Centleman in the mean time gave order for 
After the beſt manner he could - dinner time being 


come 


r 
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come he went before the Sovernour, with ſeveral 
Sentlemien kis- friends whom ke alſo cndugted 


"thirher, and being ariv'd near the Port, he began id 


conſider and zmongſt orher things he declared that 


1 


(for the geit love he had found in his friend in times. 


8 pet which ſhe had ſufficiently demonſtrated then 


and now in ſeeking him out, he reſolved forthwith 
to marry her; beſeeching the Governour as he had 
ever found him affectionate to his fervire that in acl 
rknowtedgmenrthereaf it would pleaſe him to ſolem> 
"mize his marrizge, and that he might have the happy 
dels to receive a wife from fo good a hand as ky 


The Governour resdily agreed to the motion, ind 


deing on the ſtrand, a Skiff preſently carried them 4. 
board the Gally, where being tome, the Gentleman 
ordered her to cover Hier (elf & to ſit next the Go- 
verneur who wits no ſtranger bur his own wife. At 
ir de was thovghtby the Goverriour and all 177 
-tharthe was his wifc(as indeed ſhe bat by reaſon 
of heeftrange habir and her de portment, knowing 
well how to counterfeir as in the cafe of the Riay 
.znd little Dag, #4 aforeſaid ſhe remained undiſcover- 
ed. Dinner being ended the young Gentleman ſpake 
briskly to the Govrtnour deſiring him to beftow his 


Female ſetvant on his Male, to which the good o 


mai replyed that it M ery reaſorizble; and that he 


would do mudh er his contentment ; hereuped | 


rut ing the Dainſeh bythe hund , ke gave her to the 
0 Genclemun is the preſence of all the com- 
pany; this being done he returned to the Caſtle ; 
but the Gentleman with his prey, got as far off 5 
be could. The - Governour having ſome little 
jealovfic in his > breaft, and that Svich encreaſtir 


more. 
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- more was the aſtoniſhment ef the whole company to 


ſeen woman ſo propertion'd like the Gaverneſsy in 
ſech manner tha? ta clear all doubts, he was no ſoon- 
er arriv'd at the Caſtle but that he went firaight ts 
his Tower, and having unlockt all. the doors and 
ſearch'd. up and down, he could not find his wifes at 
which, he was ready to run mad; and not ſeeing any 
remdy for his calamity, there being no hopes of o- 
yertaking the Gally, which was now a good way at 
ſea, befide the confuſion he was in, ei: her to ſpeak or 


be ſpoken to, and filling his head with a thouſand 


things, he at length fell into dlſpair unimaginable, & 
faexpreſſible, at length a diſcaſe ſeiz d him, which 
took him off. 

Who think you Sir, was guilty of his death, bur 
his wicked wife: Wherefore el men ovght to con- 
ſider how to govern tkeir wives rightly ; for there is 
nothing more difficult than to divert a woman frem 
what ſhe in ende? Tis true if their, deſigas were gui- 
ded by reaſon, I ſhould not ſo much blame theis 
ſubtleties by which they accompliſh thejr con- 
ſeptions, but ſecing the imperfeQion of the Sex,which 
i more uſually guided. by paſſion than reaſon, I can 


| confidently ſay that the end of thoſe defigns they plot 


tends ordinarily to miſchief and danger, as way be 
ſee in the diſcourſe of this our Greecian, whoſe ex- ' 
ample need not go alone for I can inflance a thow- 


ſand more, and 1 wiſh to God that the Empreſs was 
Bot rankt among them as I am certain ſhe is, and you 


your ſelf may ealily diſcover it: Wherefore it is 


neceflary for you to take mature deliberation- in this 


aff:jr wirhout givirg more credit to the paſſions of 


The 
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de  Emperour having given | a attention to 


ö 


15 


che Philoſophers diſcourſe, thought good to medi- 


tate thereon : but although he had no bad opinion of 


his wife, yet he did abhor to think of the Death of 


his Son, which ceald not but be 2 great vexation to 
him © although he much deſired that Juſtice might 


take place, and the affectien which he alwayes had to 


acquire the reputation of a jaſt Prince, and who 
would not be rafh in any affair, and this induc'd him 
to reſolve to ſtay the execution of his Son, until the 
cafe ſnonld be more fully and deliberately examined, 
having underſtood by ſo many examples, that all 
thing: ought not to be taken for truth, which at the 
firft ſeem to be ſo; yet that he might ſomewhat 


pleaſe the Expreſs he purpoſed to return to Rome, 


ſo that by his preſence he might ſhew her ſome rex 
ſon for his preſent delay; and thereupon without ary 


further tay, or giving any other anſwer to the Phi- 


lJopher,buc that he would take care that juſtice ſhould 
be done, he inſtantly mounted on horſe- back that he 
might the ſooner perform his jouray to Rome, where 
being arrived, he found the Empreſs very much en- 
raged againſt the Officers of Juſtice, who being 2 
broad upon their particular occaſions, had bees the 
cayle of prolonging the life of Prince Eraſtus. This 


very well pleaſed the Emperour, finding it in his 


power to deliberate in the proceedings about his 
Son; and therefore he give command to the Officers 
do torbear any further proceedings until they had fur · 
ther commands from him. 
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abe ſeven wiſe Maſters of Rome. 171 | 


it 5 2 85 3 | 
. Story or example may ſerve to the ſame purpoſe 
wih Former. 


Þ 


[| 8 There was a wealthy Burgefs living in a certain \ 
® | er kept a Pye, the Bird he lov d ſo well, kat 5 
be ſuffered none to feed him but himſelf; and as he 
el hie taaght kim ſeveral Languages; this Pye was 
o spprebenſive and grateful to his kind Maſter, that 


| wharfocrer be ſaw done in the houſe be told his 


N 
q 


= 
if 


. This Burgeſs was married to a young wife, whe 
FB: was much more beautiful than honeſt, requiting her 
F kuibands love and affection with Gight and diſreſpeſt 
becauſe he was not a man of chat luſtful performanc 
ſhe expected, but that ſhe might not want means td 
B fatisfie her amorous deſires , e made choice of 8 
man fit for her purpoſe, whom ſhe alwayes ſent fos 
when her Husband was abroad about his bulineſs, 
FF that they might eat delicioufly and wantonly toy on 
nith another. | | 55 5 
Now the Pye as ſhe told her Maſter every "hinge 
"ſhe obſerved, upon his return ſo particularly 


junketting wanronneſs, und was ſo open moumh'd, 8 

: | the report hereof did ſpread it ſelf through the whols 

Cuy, her Hus band hereupon much troubled «nd 
TY 


4 | os upbraided her with diſloyaly. and cha 
ber donn right with adultry, te which ſhe ſaid f 

es innocent, and that he was to blame to belive nit 
Pye, and that as long as he continued ſo doing, there 


F would be xothing but variance and diſcerd among - 
them, but ke reply'd the Bye conkd not lye, for whi 


de law or heard, that ſhe told him, and therefore 


—— 
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1272 ' - The i ifs Brains and, 1 
would belive her rather than his Wife. 4 
1. ſo hapned not long after that, this Burgeſ⸗ 11. ? 
v=Sed abroad, and was ne ſeoncr gone, but the (ent 8 
to adviſe her friend, that to avoid the ſuf ſpiti nf the ſ 
People he ſhould come ſecretly to her that night, * 
to do as he was accuſtomed © being come, as. he en- £ 
tred into the houſe, he ſaid Dearef fear this Make a 
* bair Pye will diſcover us, but ſhe: bid him, be-bold, F | 
ſor it was dark, and therefore the Pye could not 4 1 
> "them; thePye hearing this, ſaid tis true, I (ce 1 
"2% not, ba | can hear you, and know ther you cod mn. 
my Maſter, which Je ſhall tell him when he comeh - 
home , at whieh this lufty young fellow was flartled, | 
but ſhe badehim be of good courage, and ſhe would 
be revenged of the Pye, ſo hey went and lay rogether, | 
about midnight the Adultreſs aroſe, and calling her | 
'Maid-ſervant, commanded her to ferch a Ladder, 
which they did fer vp to ie roof of the. houſe; and 
' having gat thereto, they made a hole therein, fraight » 
over the Pye, and through'ir caſt at the Pye,ſorncimes 15 
Water. then mall ſtones, (and and the like, in ſo mich. 
that the poor Pye was ready to dye. 1 
pon the Bu: g: ſſes return h/ went to vific his Pe ; 
ing her how he fared, and Whal had paſt in his } 
In © gbfence, to which the Pye rep'ysd, Miſter I hallſs, Y ; 
tisſie you in both; firſt, I have ſtrange newcs.to tel b 
vou, and that is you are : Cuckola, for that "ery night I : 
after your. departure, your wife 'enteriained — ths 

man all night in Bed with her, netwithſtandi 
Id them | would informe you thereof : ns to "| 
welfare, that very night J had like to have d eden 
Ii ſo tempeſtuous, either raining, hailin non; 
a W me all NOR OM The wife being 7 5 


2&4 
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m_— | | Rx 
be ſrorn wiſe Maſtirs of Rome. 178 
aid to her husband, you have hitherto beliyed in the 
Pye, Iwill ſce whether you will continue ſo. doing: 
She faith he bad Aike te have 4yed-with fein heilt 
-: ſnow, that night ſhe accuſeth me of adultery, where 
s there was never any thing clearer but my innocen- 
ty, there having. ot beefiTeen' To lovely" fair a night 
, that for many years, and therefore for the future 
lire her not. The good men to be latisfied of 
"the truth, Faure .ef the Neighbourswhetherathat 

N k Was tout or, fait, who all A theo 9 80 ni he s 
elels be fairer;then going to hie-wiſcheaoknowledg e 


ws 4 atv hi s,Credulity,, and af 
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ledg « 
11 RA dat hi Tap Ong diſcord, be, 
n man and wife, notwithſtzading he 7-4 


e U. and debe the. ye Proteſte 


"1m nothing but what, be either ſaw or k. 
ke wing derer of. Ye Nie the ghz he 
. over. vy, but the Hysband laoking up, fa 


adler, and 2 hole in the roof the houſe, anda ve 
of water, ſand and ſtones ſtanding by, which made 
kim ſoon perceive the treachery ot his Wife, at which 
he grew ſo troubled to be thus deluded, and dleg 
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pre 4 icin again induceth the E 
eur rorcell to the txcurion of Prince Eraftss, 
= þ #Kiſconrſe which 3 to him of ,« great . 
Lenuemiance which befel « King Sup erln, by pu | 
Wiſe 


232 much ronſilunce in 72470 
. aſme which they made in 4 town, beſieged by 


We -+ +l and ready to be ſurrendred canſed the 
Stige-robe raiſed, to the great damage of the King, 


* , they having taken Bribes and N 1 
Enemies, | 


*HE inconftancy and inſtability of theſe who | 

looſe themſelves in the ſervice of women, may, | 
becleerly demonſtrated in this eximple of the E-. 
perenr /Didcleſiex : who had ne ſo-1ncr ordained a 
eftabliſhed any thing in this eaſe of his Son : bur ihn 
n ibe diſcourſe of the adverſe Party be * # 


by wind for after. he had heard the Phi 


the ſpeeches of che 
. * 


Prince gb 


' Roms, he 'was ſo over 4 
Empreſs, that he 8 
W to: 


d to his Court : Toby mean fl | g 


\ hereſolve&te enimine well the fact of | 2 
and ſearch out the truth, bat being come 10 | | 
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. the ſeven wiſe ¶Maſters of Rome. 175 
manner thus, The Emperour went te viſit the Ea“ 
ſe to acquaint her that the delay which he find 
aaſed in the exfe of: Cre, was. hog te hinder the 
courſe of Juſtice, nor te deferre the revenge for the 
uſe ſhe had ſuffertd : but to avoid the blume of: be- 
ing accounted rafh and chollerick, as already ſeytral 
had reported him to be, in regard ke had profounced 
temence without uſing the formes in thote caſes avs 
eatomed which ought to be free ly uſed to the fatis- 
ſaſtion of evety one z, wherefote the 'extecution:of 


the ſentence muſt be deferred for à few dyes, orhet 


wiſe he ſhould: be very much blained in net admi- 
hifteing Juſtice »ccording 10 the ſua] manner | 
The Empreſs fighing and gronning thut anſwered, 
| deny not Sir, butabat in all ordinary cafes it i ne- 
ceſſary to obſer ve the cuſtornes of thie Court; bm in 
ſo extraordinry a cafe wherein the ctime encetde all 


punjſhmeots eftablified by law: I ſay there it is ill to 


delay the pyniſnment, but to haſten and be ſpecdy'in 
the execution theteof ? and Sir, I pray is it ever 
known or read in any Chronicle or Hiſtory, that 
any one Was ſo gudacious as only te think to force an 
Empreſs, much leſs te attempt it where dd yeu 
linde a Son ſo unnatural and wicked , as ic endeavout 
toquench his diſordinate appetite in veſſel cenie 
exted to his Father, and now this great abuſe is com : 
mitted againſt one ho i above all Laws and Ord 
_ ances c and for him te delay the punifhment, | know 
not what to (ay to it, but that you are ſs blinded by 
1 Fatherly affecion, thar you ate in a canner don - 
tunted with the eutrage that hath been done to 

for the laws formerly made by Emperoure were 

10 tye op their hands, bu by Keep their Fubj 
: 2 * 
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176 Tb Hiſtory'of Eraftus and 
chin compiſt, and to inffiꝶt ſevere puniſnmeht upon 
 - thoſe who ſhovle be found ſo manifeſt guilty 6 L. 

maus, who hath camitted 2 crime of the higheſt:ne+ 
ture. that che/rould poſſibly bo guilty of; Wherefore 

lter that all this protongatiens:are to no other end) 

bed that I habid dye of grief; which will ſoon: and 
'-  exfily happen to me, fince you have ſo ſmall eſteem 

© fermy honour, and if my life by troubleſome to y 

- * wherefore de yu trouble me and your ſelf in he! 

minner, and at ill me out · right at once; for aſſures |. 

Pour ſelf, Iſhall be beiter pleaſed to dye, ſo it mt | 
- pleaſe you, then to live in this torment I now indir; | 

r theſe words the Emperour could nor för ber! 
->» weeping; which the Empreſe obſerving, ſhe pt uſecamli > 
. hepdlifcourſe with greater affeRion chan before, At 
ing; that ſhe a not ſo much troubled on her one c- 
count, aꝭ in reſpect of him, adinq chat the yerywelkriiw 
thai theſe delay! *Braſtas proceeded from | 
. 2 a Philoſophers, who under pre. 
tone of 1 ligion endea vaured to ruin the ho · | 
- noar and liße of the Empreſs *and 1 with to God;faid | 
me, that it hupneth not to you it did to a+ King (of 
| Perſia, who having to do with the Culdeans, was in bid 


"ITY 


— Jura . _ r 


| _eafe,by beiag adviſed by his Philoſophers as youre 
2 theſe here q and although | find my ſelf very much 
ES by \continual trouble which affl & m 

« poor heart yet however | ſhould be willing rorelate 


1 


tel whole affair to — were it not wholly loſs ef | 
time, ſeeing:ybu reſolved to ſtop the execution of be 
ſentence you have denounced. 3 | 
Let not that hinder you ceplyed the Enperont, 
and I pray yen ( provided it does not diſpleaſe you) 
to relate to me all that hapned to this „ 
; " | - aKure 
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the ſeven wiſe Maſters of Rome. 175 v 
iſſure you that ydu hull fee your (elf revenged both 

| of Eraſtus and the Philoſophers ſooner than you ex- 

bead And thus having! comforted the Empreſs in 

me beſt manner that he could, he ſo entreated 

{| fer'thic (he began her Narratiye ufter this man- 

ner. 1 : 

In times paſt there was a very puiſſant King in 
Perſia, (as it is uſual for all the Kings of Perſia to be 

ſo) who was named Pſamentis : this King being de- 
Grous to enlarge his Kingdom) at the firit began to 
war upon his Neighbours, and ſo purſued hit Victo- 
ties, that in the end he having reduced all the adjoyn- _ 
ing Countries to his command, ke came to the Cen- 
fines of Caldera, hoping to conquer that Kingdom, 26 
de had done the reft of their Neig bout z and there- 
upon having raiſcd à very fair Army, and being pro- 
vided with all things neceſſary for ſo great an entex- 
prize, he with great fury entred 'the Country of the 

|. Caldears, parting all- that he mt to fire and (word, 

the King of Caldia who was named &fchias, bein 

informed of the great proviſion which the King © 
Perſia made to aſſault him, cauſed his Nobility to be 
aſſembled, whom he acquainted with the defign of the © 
King of Perſia had io ſubdue the Country of Caldta, 
ind toreduee it to the obedience of the Perſians, for 
which pur poſe he had raiſed 2 great Army with 

' Which he had taken the field, fo that he daily 

| expected newes of his arrival into their Caustry. 

* Repreſenting to them chat they all very. well 
knew what Forces they euld raiſe, and yet how- 
ever he was reſdlved to maintain the fredom of his 


Country chqoſing racker to dye than to fall ande 
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n The uber of Frafluznd 
' the Government of the Perſians , whoſe Impieties 
they were ſufficiently acquainred with, and did ab- 
hor them for their 1 z which they could not 
by any means admit eff, wherefore he prayed and ox; 
horted every one, both particylarand gene 
ſider of what expedient they ſhould u 


of the Crown, a. right to which he wonld not partj- 
cularly claim, bot ſhould remit it to the Seneral : and 
- thereupon 2 Royal * being placed in the 
wiqddle of the Counſel 
placed the Crown thereon, and then went and ſate 
down among the reſt of the Counſel, concluding 
his diſcourſe thus. A for me, I ſhall ſerve the 
Crown, and ſhall not ſpare my life to maint ain it: hung 
ed that if every one will follow my example, and 
ds their andi auaurs, we ſhall well enough preſerve it fron 
tyranny of the herlians. 
This action being accampanyed with « Vehemence 


whiph the King u(ed in his ſpeech, did ſo move the 
' heyrts of the Chaldeaus, that laying alide the fear 
which they had of the Perſian forces, conforming 


themſelves to their Kings example and his verivouy 


heart, they all uxanimovſly cryed out, that they 
would live and dye in the ſervice and protectiog of 
the Crown, in lign wheregf they tgok it into heit 
bands; and baving replaced 5 on the Mad of their 
King, they all promiſed and f 

never yield to the Perſians, hut that they would r- 
ther chooſe to dye than to fall inte is power of 
their Enemies, praying the King ta he cout 
to adviſe of the neceſſary groviliang; for defence e 
their Country, offering themſelves ready, wholly to 
_ obey all that he ſhould enjoyn then. Ir 


ral to cons 
e in that time 
of ſo eminent danger, and that for the conſervation | 


hamber, he went thicher and 


org that they wood 
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: that the Caldrans bei 


—— 1 the ſeven wiſe Maſters of Reme. 179 | 


' Tt is high time faid che King to take order therein, 
but however it is rſt requifite that che Eſtates take 
care of proviſions, and fince you bave reftored me 
the Crown; I Hall not fail to let yon know by my 
Government the love I have alwayes had For you. | 

"| After ſeveral propefitions on af! fides, the Eftatps 


teolvedto carry into he City of Ker, al theriches 
and wealth of the Kingdom, in regard that it wat 


the Capitol City of the County; and alſo by rexſcn 
of the Fortreſs, and that all the Forces of Caldera 
ſhould there have thei? general Rendeyouze, to make 
to make head aguinſt the Enemy, for that it was im- 
poſſible for them to meet the Perſians in rhe bpth 
fields, whoſe Army was not numbred by hundred 
of wen, but by thouſands. And thus the King f 
Culata having given the beft order he could in- Vis 
affairs according to his power, . the City of 
Huy to be victualled and muniriontd, wherein he ufo 
placed a good number of men to ſuſtain the Scige & 
yet he tnade not ſo much haſte, but the Enemy ws 
entred the Country, be fore he had victualled the Ci- 
ty of Hur as he bad intended, and the Army of the 
Perſians was ſo numerous both in Horſe and Foot, 


that it ſeemed ſufficient to Conquer not only one 


Citty, but all the World. 

The Perſians being entred into the Caldrars coun- 
try, pur all that they met te the Fire and Sword: fo 
| forced te forlake their little 
Town, ol ſled te the Cuy of Hur, being followed 


_ fo great an Army withont their walls, began to fon 
pet in the end every ene reſolved 10 keep his Oath, 


and to defend themſelves, purpoſing rather to loſe 
: N * their 


* * * * 
N 
a 


' "a The thfeyof Ecaluygnd, 
' Ives then to yeild. ta the Perſians, who frequently || 
eſſaulted the Citty, but, it was a8. valiently defended 
"+ affaulted. The City was ſo firaitly beſeiged en | 
al ſides. that it n i poſſible to emer ir, and much 
leſs re iſſae out, but without great difficulty, and that 
| 42 way of the Mountain, which was 2djoyning to 
the Cty ; ind thus the ſeige endured for ſeveral 
moneths, the beſeigers not being able to take the Cit- 
. they within to damage the beſei ers ; and yet 
they were 2 afſavited, but the Fortreſs was 
ſo. fireng and ſe well defended, that the aflalianis 
could gain nothing there on, but inevy times they had 
ual leſſes. The ſeige then having continued a long, 


e. the Victuals began to fail thera within, the King 
Inderſtanding hand tack the number of the men, 
ad cattel that were within the Citty, givir g to every 
e a competent, though ſlender ahowvance., ſo that 
the beſeiged k:pMhemlelves for ſome. time in very 
dod order. But the King ſeeing that their vituals 


on 
1 


Vould endure but fcr : few dayes longer, he cauſed | 


the Counſel to aſſemble, acqua inting them with their 
condition, concluding that of two cvils they muſt 
cheoſe che. eithe; tadye by hunger in the Cjuy,. or 
valiantly t iſſae out upon their Enemies; ſaying that 
althovgh the beſt was bad, yet his opinion Was not 
10 dye of hunger, but like men of courage, to fall 
pon their Enemies, on whom they mult needs, make 
gent ſiderable ſlaughter, aſſuring ther that if they 
behaved chemſe lyes as he hoped they would, they. 
ſhould leſſen the numbei of their: Enemies , and 
ies be reſt affaſton not to Þyaſt ef any vr 
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| the ſeven wiſe Maſters of Rome. 187. 
All of them approved of the Kings advire, conſi- 
dering the deſperate condition of their affairs, and 
it was concluded that at the next new Moon ( ter the 
Caldeans reckon the increaſe of the Moon to be a 
goed ſign, and the decreaſe tobe a bad lignto them) 
they would all iſſue out intending ro dye in the Bed 
of Honour, fighting againſt rheir Enemies, and the 
Women declared themſe\ves to be no leſs valiant, re- 


ſolying ro accompany their husbands, This conclu- 


fion being taken, and every one being reſolved, they 
all began to make merry, and give ſigns of joy and 


 gladne(s, The Perſians hearing this, and being acquain · 


ied with the great want and ſcearcity which they with 
inhad indured, were aſloniſhed thereat, and more 
particularly their Philoſophers and Magitians, where- 


| of there were three in the Camp, who managed all 


the affairs of the King of Perſia, ſo that nothing wat 
done without their advice, for theſe three Philoſo- 
phers were reputed to be very wiſe and good ſervants 


tothe King, yet within few dayes treaſon and diſloy- 


aly, appear in the ruin of their King, and deſtructi- 
on of their Army. Now theſe three Philoſophers 


being very well experi: nced did preſume that all the 


treaſure of the Caldeans weuld be brought to this 


, Citty of Har, and that therefore there would be a 


great quantity of Gold and Silver, as indeed there 
was, ard they had deſigned this ſeige for no other 


end, but that they might gain a good part of the trea- 
| (ures that ſhould be there, but now underftanding that 


the beſciged had not loft courage, but that the longer 
they continued, they appeared the mere hardy in de- 


ſend ing their Cirty, they therefore believed they had 


ſeund lome quant iy of Corn or other Muritior, 
| | ; whereby 
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whereby they might yet endure the Seige. And there- 
fore nor having patience, but being very deſirous to 
ſatisfle their avarice, they reſo ved to be Maſters of 


| ſome of the Caldeans ircaſure by one meant or 0+ 


. ther, and nor attaing their ends by the ruin of the 
Citty, which had worne out their patience by their 
long holding out, they there fore intended to giin it 
by delivering ot them within , whereupon having 
conferred together, they all three entreated the King 
rp permit thera to depart from the Camp for ſome 
certain dayes, to celebrate ſame facrifice, where none 
ought to be preſem but thoſe of their quality; 
whercby they ſhould diſcover by the communication 
of Spirits, the =ccxlion of the feaſt, which was made 
by the belieged, and what means they muſt uſe to 
reduce them to the neceſſity of yeilding. To this 
the King -confented, and vrichal entreated them to be 
diligent in their ſacrifices, to the purpoſes aforeſaid. 
Fheſe Philaſophers then leaving the Camp, pre- 
vailed ſo with the King of Perſia, that he promiſed 
to attempt nothing »ganſt the Citty until their re- 
turn, only to kce vit firaitly beſieged, and to take 
care of his own Camp. This being done they tra: 
velled to to the Mountain, where they remained an- 
til night, which being come they went towatds the 
Citty,-and being perceived by the Sentinel, who 
asked who goes there, and having anſwered that they 
were there tor the ſervice of the Citty, and that they 
ſhould conduRt them to the King to acquaint him 
with ſomwhat of importance, the Court of guard ſee- 
that they were but three, permitted ihem to en- 

ter the Titty, and having ſec a guard of ſoldiers over 
them, ſome vent co the King to acquaint him of their 
arrival, who cauſed them to come preſently a 
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might know their bulinels ; they being before the 


King deſired private audience, to this the King con» 
ſented, retireing into a Chamber with ſome Princes 


his favoufites, and there the Philoſophers began to 
diſcover and declare what they were, ſaying, that the 
eat compaſſion which they had for the poor inha- 
rants of the City of Hur. had mov'd them to come 
thither, to advertize- the King, that if they might be 
recompenſed iqual to the greatneſs of their deſert, and 
is the caſe required they would cauſe the ſeitze to be 
raiſed, and cenftrain their Army to leave the Coun- 
try of Caldea, The King hearing this, although he 
could give no credit to their promiſes, taking them 
for Lraytours, yet however ſeeing his affiirs reduced 
to ſo grevt exiremity, that within 2 few dayes he 
ſhould be conftraincd for want of victuals to fall up- 
an deſperate actions; he therefore would not ſlight 
this occafien, and thereupon knowing that the de- 
fign of theſe Philoſophers was only co get mony, 
though he was uncertain of their performance, but the 
better to oblidge and ingage them, be carried them in- 
to the treaſury, where there was ſo much Gold and 
Silver, hat it is impoſſible to reckon it, for the whole 
treaſury of the Country had been brought thither for 
ſecurity. The Philoſophers ſecing this, were aſto- 


niſhed at the vaſtneſs of that treaſure ; and the King 


promiſed them and ſolemnly ſwore to them, to let 
them have what part of this treaſure they pl ia 


, Cale they per formed what they promiſed in can ng 


* to be raiſed, and the Army to leave his 
ouniry. + 

The Philoſophers — ont told the King 
that he ſhould incourage his peoplezfor within 4 2 
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che ſeige ſhould by theit means be raiſed, which they 
performed as yau ſhall preſenily beat. 
la the. middle of the Citty of Hur, there was 2 
very high Lower, /which not only commanded the 
Camp of the Perſians, but alla diſcovered all the ad- 
joyning Countryes. The Philoſophers intending io 
play their proj:& on this Tower, cauſed a habit to 
be made of a Gyant like proportion, covering the 
ſame with burning glaſſes, looking · glaſſes of Chriftal 
and other Glaſſes of ſeveral colours wrought together 
in marvalous order; after this they made (wo golden 
wings, Which had as much luſter as the habit, and 
painting two ſwords with Vermillion, that they 
ſeemed ro be bloody, wet however they fhined very 
cleetly, they alſo. provided ſeveral artificial fire 
works, which ſhould make a great noiſe, and ſeem to 
be Thunder and Lightning - all things being thus pro- 
yided and ordered, two ot the Philoſophers went out 
of the City, and went to the Mountain the ſame 
way that they came, the third remained in the Citty, 
xi execute that which they had determined between 
them. : 

The next morning the Ra'cal Philoſopher who 
ſta'd behind, did put on the habit of gl ſes, and pla · 
ced the two golden wings on his ſhou!ders, ſo that he 
could command them, and ſpread them as artifi-” 
cially xs 4 Bird doth haturally; beſides all this 
he put 2 great Crown on his head, from whence 
iſſued ſeveral bright beams or raies of divers co: 
Jours, having in each hand a bloody ſword. © ' 

"This done he fell to werk with the wild - fire; 
making ſo great a noiſe with flaſhing and cracking 
. | 2 as. 
3 N . 
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; if the whole Citiy of Hur had been on fire, 
and in the mitt of this flime ing and thundring the + 
Philoſopher appeared on the top of the Tower, in 
the habit aud equipage which I have deſeribed to yau,. - 
+ [gppearing of fo large a ſtature and fize, that it ſaceeed. 
. ed all humain proportiant. The Sun beams firuck 
- fodircAly upon the Glaſſes, and their 15 ha- 
biliments, that it dazeled the eyes of the beholders. 
After the Phrlaſgpher had for ' ſome ſpace f read . © 
his wings, and flattered with them, he began to bran- 
Ain and flourifh with both his vermillion ſwords, ſo | 
tar the brholders ſuppoſed him to be in ficht. Thee 
* ſeeing this ſirange an diſmal Hghis were 
| terrified and diſmayed, not knowing what. ſhould oc- 
 tafion ir. In the midſt of theſe wy, es the two other 
Philoſophers who were in the" Wy fnin cage fan. 
int and crying into the Camp, and going /diretly to 
ine Kings Tent, cryed out ;hey were all dead men 
Wherefore ſaid the King? do you not ſee Sir, (aid 
they, the God ot the Caldewrs who is deſcended from 
Heaven to de fend them, ſo that if we flay here any 
longer we ſhall be all loft j and therefore it is neceſſa- 
ry for us to flee, left we enrage this God any further, 
and thereby looſe our lives as our Companion hath 
done, who having ſcen the apparition of this God, 
ind being defirous to appeaſe his fury with certain 
new Sacrifices which he would offer, was ſuddenly 
flain in the Mountain by a Thunder-bolt, which we 
ſeting tuade all poſſible hafte down hither, to acquaint 
| | you that if you do not this day depart the place, nont 
| of your Camp will eſcape : and thereupon they be- 
Ida to flee, which canſed ſeveral who gave 25 muck 
; | cfedit to theſe Philoſophers, asif chey had — | 
5 2 
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ed to ſollow, then, and flye as jwell at they: 
The King himſelf preſently mounted on horſeback, 
fo that in one hours time the Seige was raiſed 5 The 
beſieged who were in armes and who were ready to 
illue our, ſeeing their enemies in a Rout, fell on their 
Reer and charged thera ſo briskly, that they made 
as | oi fliughter as they pleaſed, and took ſo many 
Priſoners that it was wonderful, forthe poor Por 
Hau, fled without any order, thin Hing that the God 
of pea 70 4 mm them, fo nr 2 (mall 
number eſcaped, d& chey too hafkening night &day om 
the . Fax The pant — 800 | 
Which laſted untill night, the Caldearis returned 10 _ 
, their City being ill rich & more contented, for all the 
biggage of the Perſians was left in the Camp, where: 
boy the Caldeans nba Pillage which was of an in- 
ſtetmable valuE The Philoſophers faceing about 
took the way of the Mountain, and from theacg 
returned to the City of Hur where they were high- 
ly welcomed, and the King of the Caldears kept his 
- pt6miſe with them, having by their cunning device 
aks tricks defeated the King of Perſia. who was their 
Maſter, and had turned the victory to the Caldeans 
and chat for covetouſneſs of the Treaſure which 
wis delivered to them. | | 
And thus Sir, ( continued the Empreſs ) will it 
happen to you if you prevent it not: For | foreſee 
that you lending your ears to thefe Phi oſoph: x5, and 
not taking heed to their device, and tollowing their 
| d&perniciem counſel as you ds, they wil ccca- 
Ren yaur death & will enſtall their Eraſlus withihe 
iall Crown. that they may divide among them- 
ſelves the Treaſure of Rome z but I beſecch God * 


the ſeven wiſe Malers ef Rome: 171 
be ſa meciful to me to take me out of this miſerable 
life before that happeneth, ſo that I may not with my 
| l eyes behold that which wich my Spiritual 
ves I foreſee with much regret, _ 

And thus having finiſhed her diſcourſe, ſhe began 
to figh groan and weep, ſo that the Emperour himſelf 
could not refrain from weeping ; and after he had 

| comforted ker xs much as he could, he ſaid take no 
cure for this Madan, for I am coo well in Inſtructel 
to be over · reached with all their cunaing and to give 
you the more ſatis facton I have purpoſed that to 
morrow morning Craſſus ſhall be executed without 
my further delay, and he being diſpatch 32 halt 
"| ſoenafter proceed to the puniſhment of theſe-who 
have brought him to ſs pitiful, an cad hy their bad 
laſtructions: At which ſpeeches the Empreſs being 
ſomewhat appealed they went to bed together, but 
the Empreſs fonud this nighr to be as long as the 
precedent wherein ſhe the next morning expeſted- 
news of her ſon-in-laws death. 
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7 of Geintany bad written te rhe Emperent; 
e Be? husband to be put to dia; alle dging in 
Als off bigoypirion the. dry of @ Jin 

, who ſe wife did cut his broat:that 
eu an. bm ſbe level foe hs 
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id rhein ſhe had failed 
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| Heipttour being wiking to lye wich the Bm. 

preſs, in ſame manner to appeaſe her, tlidiperceive | 
ſoon after midnight (he being ſo continually troub- 
led in mind that he could not take his natural reſt) 


ſeveral people who talked very loud in the with- 
drawing Room of the Empreſs; and having asked 


abe women of the Enpreſſes Bed- Chamber what | 


was the mater, one of them entred the Chamber, 
and preſented a Letter to the Emperour, ſaying that 
gane of the Gentleman of his Chamber had brought 
it, and had charged her to deliver it ſuddenly ,accor- 
ding to the deſire of a Mefſenger who was come from 

; many in Polit, who (aid. he was co | 
- thoſe that ſent kim, to cauſe it to be inſtantly read 
to the Emperour inregard it was of importance fer 
the Conſervation of the Empire, further ſay ing yr 
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the lowd talking rhe Emperour had heard was in ar- 
going the caſe with the Meſſenger , whether it was 
abſoſutely neceſſary to deliver the Letter prefently ; 
doybring there might be danger in ſtaying-till the 
Emperour did riſe, and for fear they ſhould preſently | 
awake him. PL | | 
The Emperour having ſeen the contents of the 
Letter, which required fudd ain conſideration and 
yet mature deliberation, commanded that the ebeif. 
of the Senators ſhould be. aſſembled, in the mein 
time he aroſe, (for it wis not long to day) and went 
only habited in his night gown to meet the Senators, 
in the Emprefſes Haß, among others the Philoſo- 
| . phers were alſo called to this counſel, whoſe p̃te- 
ſence although ir ſomewhat diſpleaſed the Emperour | 
by reaſon of Eraſlus, yet howeyer he was very well 
contented that they ſhould he preſent at this Counſel; 
to fee he much they would ſurpaſs the others in 
readineſs of advice. The Counſel being then aſſeſb⸗ 
led & all others being turned out, but ſuch as belonged 
tothe Counſel, the Emperour acquainzed them with 
the ciuſe why he had cauſed thera to meet, and after 
he had ipenr {ome time in dilcourting ablur the pre® / 
ſent affair, he commanded one of his Secreraries'to*? 
read the Letter from the Qren of Germany, che 
contents WHerebf followeth. e rere 
— Queen of Germary, to Diocleſiad Em 
peronr of the Romans greeting 3' the horror 
which | naturally have againſt any thing contrary to 
| dry jeyn dito the faith | owe to the Reman Empire, me. 
only in reſpett of the gener al oblty ation which this king®" 
am hath. as being a de pendant on the fa Empirt hr 
| 0 pargic alan affcttion of my Family whit a. 
only de ſcinded from the illuſtrious blood of the Romans 
| O - hath 
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bath conflraingd me to ſend you this Letter, withom . 
. reſpecting and having little regard to the great danger 
_ 1, and hazard ef my life, incaſe of diſcovery that the ad. 

vertiſement wich 1 fend you ſbould come from me, 
' "preferring this advice which only tends 10 the preſer- 
77. of the great Roman Empire, before my own 
© 

; Know then that the King Eraſtus my husband, who 
71 ſhe wed himſelf very Hfectionate to the ſervice 
of the Roman Empire, from whom he holds bis Crown, 
is ſo altered in hit latter age, that be endeavours 
nothing More than your ruin, and the d:ſiruttion of 
Rome, aud yet I am ignorant of the oscaſiom. To com 
paſs which ends, he daily endeavours to draw to bis 0- 
pinion, the maſt de xtereuſiy that he can the cheif, and 
Gevernours of the Countries adjoyning to this King- 
dom. Nay bath many iatelligences and ſecret pratts- | 
ſex in lraly, by which means he may on a ſuddain raiſe 
© 040 and ſtrang army to ſurpriſe you unprovided; 

id by this means to abuſe the granduer of the Roman 
Empire. And this he may eaſily perform ( if you pre- 
vent lim not) by the great number of men which he 
can raiſe in theſe Countries, who are very ſtrong and 

rue WArriOurs As every oneknowes. And therefore 
vun are nut only to adviſe how to defend your ſelf , but 
-#o-think of Chaſtiſeing bis rafhneſs , ſo that ne may 
_ ſerve as an Example to other Princes, who ſhall be 7 
| bold. ate rebel eguinſi the _=_ Empire, and to 
maintain Rome ix iti greatneſs. 

Nom ta think of hon bim by force of Arm, as 
thecafs regained, it wal be wer diffic ult and in 4. Aſt» 7 
wa. glb ſap 4s Jou ur) wel Kaen our Germane = 
areſq fle the Fences of your Eur 
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| confeſs are very great, yet the would be to weak 10 
2 2 —.— this 22 Wherefore the# 
phiab cannot be done by force, may more cafily be per- 
formed by cunning which if you leave the granagemen# 
te me? | will delover this diſloyal King to you either alius 
er dead. provided that you warrant me in the alt ion, d 
vil tale me imo your pros eitian, and that of your Em- 
| pire, 10 which I account my ſelf ſe much obliged, tha 
1 rather chooſe to keep faith with you, than with him, 
ts whom 2 per ſon is oblei _ years (inte : Where- 
ore expetiing Letters of aſſurance on your part, you 
| oy. gt of the ſinceruy of my — 
| you and your Empire, which I mill manifeſt to you in 
Jors time, more by ect than words, Fare you | 
well. 


This Letter being read in full Counſel, and the 
importance of the affair being well confidered, they 
were devided in their opinions, ſcme adviſed that 
Rome ought preſently to be foriyſied, fo that the E- 
nemies Might have litile mind to come and beſeige 
a place ſo well proviaed ; others on the contrary laid 
| that this was not correſpondent to the grandeur of 
the Roman Empire. and that this would demonſtrate 
their fear, which would be 2 thing contrary to the 
honour ard reputation of the Komasn People, who ha- 
ving been Corquerers of the World, would not ſeem 
to fear the barbarous G n, without great pre- 
jadice to their honour ; and therefore cone ſadei that 
2 potemi army ſhould be raiſed, and led wirhal ex- 

- pedicionto chaſtiſe the taſnaeſs of thoſe whe had not 
1 only preſumed 10 rebel, but alſo had ſworn the ram 


of the Empire, 
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Others who were diſpitaſed with the war, diſap- 
proved of the German expedition, alleadging that it 
ws not only difficult, bot in a manner imp ſſible by 
force of Arms to over run a Nation fo populons 
and Warlike ns the Germans were , and to this pur- 
poſe they related the many loſſes which the Antient 
Romans had at divers times ſufteined, and therefore 
they adviſed ander ſome pretence to ſend an Ambſſi- 
dour to the Xing, who might by fair means re mon- 
ſtrate the duty which he owed to the Roman Empire, 
from which his Crown depended ; endeavouring to 
perſwade him to deſiſt from malting war upon the 
Empire, intimating that if he did proſecute his delign, 
it would be his certain ruine. 

Others were of opinion to acccept the Queen 
Hebodora into the protection of th: Empi e, n 1 © aca 
, cept of her offer, confiderirg the great affection 

which ſhe ſhewed, by advertizing them of that which 
might be of dangerous conſequence to her. This opi- 
nion was contradicted by others, in reſpett that the 
Romans had alwayes maintained their greatneſs by 2 
millitary vertue, and not by any indirect courſes, ſuch 
as thoſe were ; wherein the Queen propoſed and of- 
fercd her aſſiſtance, in this variety oi opinions, the 
greateſt part of the morning was ſpent without 
taking any, reſolution, when the Philoſopher Aga. 
ha ( whoſe turn it was on this ſixth day to defend 
Erafins ) aroſe, it being his turn to give his opinion, 
and becauſe all the Aﬀembly believed him to be 2 
wiſe man, of good counſel and ready judgment, every 
one kept ſilence, ſo that he being obſcrved by all, ke 
began to remonſtrate by a very elegant diſcourſe, 
the liitle oppearance for any ſuddain motion, and 
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leſs to make any warl'ke preparations upon the 
ſi nole Letter of this. Queen, fince that by the Let · 
ter it ſelf which the hd ſent thrre a peated falſity 
and deceit in the 24vertifements, which proceeded 
rather fr »m the P. ſſi dae and difordinuce aff Qions 
of that Prirce's, chan f:0-n any z al which the had 
for the canſeryaiian of the Roman E apire, ind ope- 
ning il the parciculars of the Leiter, he made out 
the little credit chat was to be given to ity for as for 
her Original which ſhe ſaid the was derived from 
the illaſtrinns bland of the Romen Senators, he 
prov'd from the Annuals and Chronicles that this was 
falſe, far he could nat finde that any Roman Gentle- 
man had left Rome to marry in Germany, or that 2 
ny Roman Lady mus marrfed thither; further adding 
thit if it had been ſo ( which wie not to be beleived) 
yet however that it was impoſſible that any Roman 
Lady ſhould fo long remain in as. birbarous Nation 
without being baizrdiz:d :; her Letter expreſving 
thit her Family was deſcended from the Antient Ro- 
man blood, and therefore he concluded thit this 
Letter could not be impated to proceed from 2- 
ny 259d zeil, alleidgiag further that there was very 
Uitile probuvilicy that this King had ſollicited the 
N:ig\bouiing Nations to rebel with him, ſince 
that if it were ſo, it wild be impoſſible but 
that the Freach, Sweeder, Hungarians, and 
thoſe of the adj »yning Co intriet who are alwayee 
mo? fairhfal to the Enpire, ſhould have ſome know « 
lege of it. And 2s for the Practices and in- 
fell genees which the (aid her husband had ig {rol 
this might exlily be diſcovered to be untrue, in te- 
ird the affairs of lcaly were as well ſetled as thef 
1 O 3. „ ;, by 
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had been for a long time: and that taly had not ever 
been more at the command of the Empire than it wis 
at that preſenf. And therefore knowing that the (aid 
Letter was compoſed of falfities and impoſſible 
"things, he concluded that no regard mould be had 
. thereto , for although the King of Germany ſhould 
bear ſuch intentions 2gainft the Empire, (which he 
could not believe, eſteeming all chat the Queen had 
written to be falſe, yet he could not on a ſuddain 
raiſe ſuch an Army, but that their Allies, nay the 
Governauts of the Roman Previnces would have 
knowledg f ir, who would give ſuch timely notice 
thereof ut Rome, that they might be well enough pro- 
vided to ſtop their paſſ»ge, more cſpecially at the 
Apt. Ard now ſaid he, theſe things being thought 
to be probably falſe, it will be Ver to reſolves 
doubt. which is this, what mould be the cauſe, and 
what ſhould move the Queen to write this Leiter, and 
thereby to caluminate her Hus band, As to this, the 
contents of the Leiter being conſidered, the reſoſu- 
\ tion is very plain, and in fhort is ber Husbands age, 
for there is nothing more di{ſp;eaſant toa young wo- 
man than to lye by an old mans fide ſo that if Na- 
ture do not take them away as ſoon, as they have 2 
' Minde'to it, they never leave then 10 ſtudy ſome way 
how to diſpatch ihe m, and | wiſh to God that their 
caſe would al wayes prove'as it did with a Damſel of 
e Modena, whoſe Rory | fhall wilimgly relate, which 
may ſerve as well to this purpoſe ab another, if I did 
net dosbt to diſpleaſe the Counſel with my tedioulſ- 
neſs, no, ne replyed the Bmperour, proceed and yon 
hall very mach pleaſe me, for time cannot be better 


iwployed thanin hearing thoſe mint, Yong wheres 


3 


| the therefore endexyoured to difpatch- her old 
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we may learn ſome goed and profitable doctrine; 
whereupon the Philoſopher proſecuting his diſcuurſt 


. thus began- 


[a tices paſt at Moden one of the famouſeſt Ci- 
ties in Jcaly, there was a Gentleman one of the 
Principal ot his Country, who having ſpent his 
yourktul deyes in the ſtady of learning, and in ſeve- 
ral ocher exerciſes fitting his degree and quality, 


without ſubj cting himſelf co the york of wedlock, 


being arrived 10 a declenſion inyears, purpoſed to 


marry, as well out of complyance to the deſiers of 


his friends, as out of an e ffection to leave ſome iſſue 
behind him : and thereupon he took x woman his e- 
qual in riches, and the greatneſs of bis Family, but 
much different in age, he being well Qricken in years, 
and ſhe entring into the flower of ker age, who ha- 
ying lived with him for ſome time, and baviog had 


ſome experience of the World, ſhe anderfiood that 


alkough ſhe had plenty of all manner of worldly 
goods, yet ſhe wanted a full enjoyment of that on 

thing which women woſt principally cover; and un - 
derſtanding that ger Husband could not give her a 
fall ſatisfaQion, ſhe purpoſed to look out far it elſe 
where, fo that by the aſſiſtance of her Chamber. maid 
the contrafted love with a young man, and havit 

had tryal of his youth, ſhe ſo entirely placed her at- 


lectuos on him, that ſhe not only enjoyed him 4 
22 


vate, but was not aſhamed to own hin bef; 


the World. But knowing that this could not be done 


Witheut great ſcandal ſo | 


ong t her husband lived 


Hueband ovt of the wiy that e might bd 
uricd te this young . for his parg 
& 4 | 


loves 


. 
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loved her with an equal rffection, hoping that it 


id not he long ere they has both their wiſhes uc. 


compl:ſbed, in regatd that the oid man could not by | 


the courſe of Nature live much l- pger. 

"Theſe two Lovers having ſevaral times diſcovrſed 
upon this tvbjc&, wich a reciprocal promiſe of a con- 
fancy in affe ction, the yourg woman at lengt re- 
ſolved to hatien mat which Nature had ſo long de 
ferred, which the young man underſtanding, he told 
Ker that although he ſhould be pleaſed with her hus- 
bands death, yet it was neceſſary to conſider that 
this halining wight wholy hinder that which they ſo 
ezxneſtly deſired, for in cauſing the old man to dye 
of 2 violent demh. Juſtice would take ſuch af ac- 
count of it, that he ſhauld be forced to forſake his 
Couhtry to > fave his life, or to ſuffer a ſhameful death; 
by that means loling the pleaſure which they had al- 
read taſted, and of which they hoped in time to have 
a full ir j)ymeni . Vpon this diſcourſe the young wo- 
man did in pars. modetzte her rige, yet however the 
endeayoured to attain her ends, but yet ſo as it might 
be thought he dyed of a natural death. And thereupoa 
being acquainted wizhan old woman, who like many 
others commit much wickedneſs... undder the viile 
of dev oiion, the carned-of her the receipt of a cer+ 
Lain powder 2 ot the roots of Herbs, 4nd many & 
ther ingredients, which beicg taken either in Bolus, 
or Licquor, woulg cauſe a burning Fever, and having 

7 this oy der, the adminfired?irto her Hus 
. ge r the Phifitiens 2 g this Feavet 
6 8 | hamonrs, Would cauſe her h 

purged means of which purgarion 21d 
* weak L yd. ck would r of 12 


* 
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life. The poxde: performing ics operation, put rhe. 
or Gentleman into a Feaver, which he being ſenſiꝰ 
ble of, ſent for an sd well experienced Phiſitian, h 
having examined his Patient, and found by his an- 
ſwers that he had not at all diſordered himſelt; he at- 
tribured the cauſe of his ditſtemper to his age and in 
regard he had a young woman to his wife, whereupon 
he was of option that in ſtraining himſelf more 
than his age would admit, to pleaſure his young wife, 
he had cauſed this Feaver to ſeize on him, and there: 
fore he concluded not to purge him either with Mie 
dicines r G'yiters, believing that a reſtorative would 
be more pt per tor the conſervation of his Radical 
moifture, than to weaken him further by evacuation, 
ſeeing him already feeble enough, as well in reſpect 
of hit age, av in regard of his firaining himſelf wick 
his wite, : 
The poor Gentleman having remained feveral 
dayes in this condition, his wicked wife failed not to 
ler him tatte often of her powder, ſomgtimes the 
gave it him in Broth, and other times after ſome other 
manner, that ſhe might continue him in his Feaver , 
but finding that this cauſed him only to Janguiſh and 
not diſpatch hirm as ſhe intended (for the reftaurative 
which the Phiſitiae adminiſtrd ro him was of ſuch 
verive, that it exceeded the malignity of the Feaver, 
and maintained his radical temper ) wherefore ſhe de- 
termined to make uſe of abſolute poyſen, to effect 
that which neither Age nor his diſtemper could per- 
koeme, and ſo as it might be ſappoſed that his 
Feaver only did: occaſion h death; and there 
* having purchaſed ſome firong Poyſon, 


|: it With ſome Broth which ſhe gave 
him 
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gere him as a reſtaurative. Bat fortune was at ihn 
inſtant ſo favourable ro the old man, that taking the 
Porfinger with trembling hands, he ehanced to let it 
fall, and it became a Medecine to the Cat, which ſoon 
lick'd it up z the woman was very "angry at this 3e · 
cident ( pretending her diſpleaſure to be at the loſs of 
ſo precious 2 reſtaurative ) and having thus ſpent all 
her Poyſon, for reſolving to make fair work the had 
given him as much poyſon as would have killed a de- 
zen; Wherefore that being loſt, ſne was nece ſſitatel 
to give him of the true rettaurative, by verive «f 
wtuch, the good Gentleman recovered his formet 
health, the powder which the old the- Devil had pre- 
vided being likewiſe all ſpent. Where apon the wick- 
ed woman was mid with anger, and therefore reiok 
ved whatever migh: happen (o dich kim out of the 
way ; ſhe therefore procured a flcepy potion and gave 
it him one night at Supper, ſo that the povt man bes 
gan to ſleep a4 he (ate at the Table. His wife per- 
ceiving ih, to expreſs her kindneſs to her husband, 
ſhe undrefled him for bed where ſhe pur poſed he 
ſhould take his laſt flerp, and having pulled off his 
Clothes ſhe very gently laid him on his Bcd ; In the 
mean time her Paramour being ſent for, he attended 
her in an adjoyning Chamber, where they were uſed 
to meet together. She ſoon left her husband afltep 
to go to her waking friend, in whoſe company kt 
took her pleaſert, and having enflamed him te 4 
height, ſhe fell upon the diſcourſe of the long life 
of her husband, and underſtanding that her young 
Lover was 8s much troubled as her (elf, ſhe told him 
that if he had couragg enough 10 do one thing —_ 
| e 
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ſhe would d'r, he might be aſſured to have a full 
and. free enjoy ment of that which they had ſo long 
ind ſo earneſtly delired, and expect. d, and there fore 
ſhe preſſed him to execute her defires. The yoang 
man Who little though of the wicked purpoſes ot his 
Miltreſs, being willing to content her as it is uſual - 
for young. mens told her that there was nothing ſo 

t he wound enterprize for her (cr vice. He 
making this proteRation to his Miftreſs,he made him 


ſuear to performe it ; after which ſhe rooke him by 


the hand and led him inte the Chamber, where the 
good man was in a ſound ſleep, and being apprexched 
dear the Bed, ſhe put a naked Dagger into his hand 


laying : Bchold him who hath (0 ow hindred the ac- 


complichment of our delires, he is faſt aſleep, and will 
be ſo for theſe four hours, for ſo eff ctaal is the ſlee- 
py potion I have given him, you have therefore the 
means of diſpatching him from treabling us both and 
therefore I pray keep promiſe with me, and let this 
Dagger be inſtrumental in conveying him thither 
where long ſince he ought to have been. The yenng 
man was ftarcied and troubled ac theſe words of his 
Miſtrels, and although he loved her very well and a- 
bore all things deſred the death of the Gentleman, 
that be = be married to her; yet however he was 
ſemed wit horror and compaſſi on to ſee this antient 
ntleman who was in great eſteem chronghout A- 
to be thus. cruclly dealt with by his wife; ſome 

times in one manner, and then after in an other, ſo 
that the conbideration hereof having ſeized on his 
$pirits, being in ams ze he let fall the Dagger , which 


this wicked and ohſtinate woman tooke up ſaying 
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ſince your weakneſs and Coward ze hinders you from 
executing what you ought, you ſhill ſee that l an 
Miſtreſs of more reſyv1ion and courage than you; 
and lifting up the Digger ſhe cut the pont num 
throat, who was ſo faſt aſſ ep by vertue of the p t-, 
that without waking he went to fl & in the other 
World. An f not contented herewith, ſhe gave him 
diverſe blu ves with the Digger into. kis heart, utter 
ing ſo many. ourr3gions ſpeeches againthim, wh the 
young man begin to be. 20g y with her, Hiving 
thus diſpiiched ner husbind and being covered with 
blond tat amazed her loverſhe (ad co him; n 
that is  flaiſh:d winch ctuſed lr mince, we 
ought not to lol dime but purſe the reft, and now 
we have time and opp runity, and it will be Ing be 
fore it be day an] any company wilk the trexre, let 
us Wrip: up this Hoody an thele bloady Clothes, and 
carry them into one ſcare place witho'nt the City, 
Where we will br y hm ohen, enotyſelge ſhy 
ever,h. hid finm 4 wach deing del if exrly'm 
the m win; 2515 nurcmumrey haue ittended by 
Chamber, wad wan is acquinred with all my loi 
proceedings, an there we will report, thit my hat- 
band cem orig into rhe Cuntry for chtnge of Aire, 
an iꝛcculent here happened to him which foon killed 
him; and tue wil he eaſily credired, for it is pr bible 
enaug i that an vid mn after a lingericg i ng diſtem. 
per my dye. This being done / will 'cuofe 20 
te be filled x5 with u dead C»rp#? which 7 will 
refuſe ta ſee leit I ſhauld dye . — and m 
king in Nonsarable Funerall cc ordin 


ty cc mill then at leiſure conſult how to fiaiſm ob 
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The young man approved of the Counſe! ofthis 
Mord et, and thereupon they wraped the body inthe. 
bloody Clothes and carryed it unto an unfrequented 
place without the City where wery few perſons pal- 
ſed; and havirg digged a hole and buried him, they 
concluded that tor the fatere nothing could hinder 
them in their Loves, but the young man was fill 
ſomewhat doubrſul, and according to jheir agree - 
ment they went to the Country to proſecute their 
intent ions which would certainly have taken the ef- 
ſeft ; the lewd woman intended had it not been for an 


extraordinary accident which was not thought of, and 


did diſcover all che treaſon. 


This antient Gentleman had bred up a Dog which 
ways attended him: I his dog followed the Litter 
wherein the woman *was carried to the Country- 
houſe, ſuppoſing that his Maſter was alſo with her. 
But being come to the Village and net finding his Ma- 
ſter there, he returned to the City and having hunted 
and ſought over all the houſe, not leaving the leaſt 


Corner untrodden , he according to the nature of 


Dogs began to ſme}! and ſent out his Maſter, and to 
hind the place where they had conveycd his Maſtery 
body, and in concluſicn be hunted fo long over all 
the fields, that he came to the place where he was bu- 


tied & three he ftaycd putting his noſe io the ground 


he ſcented his Mafters body: whereupon this poor 
Corr began te howle for his Maſter, and that in tuck 
pittiful manner that many who paſſed thit ways ſtop- 
es this howling, althoveh this was the Common 


for the whole city: & rhe dog did ſo ſcratch & 
da with his feet that having remoy'd ſome eatih he 


Gſcover'd one Corner of the bloody cloth ch he en- 
Gavor'd to pul out with bis teeth forbearing to tear it 
42 
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as if he feared to hurt bis Mafters body, and thus did | 
he continae and encreaſe his howling, - This the 
Pfſcngers ſecing and obſerving the pains which the 


Dog took with the bloody Cloath, which be endes 
vouted-'ro draw out, they therefore reſolved to ſee 
what it was; the poor Dog looking ſometimes upon 
one, and then upon another, as it he arked their 


afliftance, fawing en theſe that helped him to * | 


and flying on thoſe who would hunt him away, as 


he had reſolved to defend this Pic even to the deaihy | 


ſo that in conchalicn people came with ſpades and 
ſhovels, and digging found the body wrapped up in 


bloody cloathes, The goed Dog ſeeing his Maſters 
body, began to lick it ſo that he cleanſed it from iht 


blood wherewith it was beſmeared, and yet forall 
thar none knew the body; the news hereof þcing 
carried through e Modena, cauſed that many and ſome 
of rhe Chief of the Citty os ta ſee it, among the 
reſt ſeveral of the Murthered Gem lemans Relations, 
Who fi:ft knew the body by the Dog, before they 
Knew the Dog by his Maſter, whoſe body was very 
much dicſigured. The Governour of the place having 
notice hereof, being a wiſe and underftanding Perſon, 
examined the particulars of all; and being told that 
the Wife of the deceaſed was young, and the man 
old; ho thereupon conject ted the truth of the mat- 


ter, whereupon he ſent Officers to the Place where | 


the Woman had reported her Husband was gone for 
change of Air. The wretched Woman who was re- 
purned to Modena, heating the noiſe about the Dogg 
end the body that was found, was about vo fle, bac 
the Officers came timely enough to ſeize on her and 


ſeeure her ani her wicked Ehambes-maid phe 2 
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her ſeli taken and bound, and knowing in whole cuſto- 


dy ſhe was, freely confeſſed the fact, ſaying the very 


wellkoew the cauſe why ſhe was taken, an pon: 
ſed 


luly related how the bad uled her 
— that ſhe might be rid of him, and how ſhe 


| hed kill'd him with her ewn hands, whereupon the 


was led to the Governeur, where ſhe reiterated and 
confirmed her diſpoſition, further adding that 


| 2 92 ſhe had endured ſo mach, and that 


elayed his death ſolong, and that if it were 


1 tedo again ſhe would do ir. 


The Governour hearing this being much treabled 


0 ſee ſe fair a young woman ſo obſtinate in her 


wickedneſs, which ſhe dia not endeavour to excule, 
but rather 10 juſtifie, be therefore condemned her 0 
be burt alive, at the common place of Execution in 


Medina, and that her Chambermaid who had not 


ealy kept her counſel, but bin her aſſiſtant and com- 
panien ſhould alſo ſuffer with and accompany her in 


' death, and this ſentence was the next day executed, 


this wretched woman not ſhewing the leaſt repen- 
tance for ſo wicked a crime. 

And this may be the very caſe of the @neen of 
Germany, for | am very confident, that no cauſe hath 


| Induced her thus miſerably to calumniate the King 
ber Husband, but only an carneft deſire to have him” 
; | Uſpaiched out of her light. True it is this woman 
is more cunning, & endeavours to have more aſſurance 


then ſhe of «Iv odena, for ſhe would be aſſured of the 


protetion and ſafeguard of che Empire, that the. 


may with more ſafety execute her wicked deſign. 
my. opinion is that ſhe ought not to be 


anſwer 
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anſwer ſhould be returned her, that the Roman Em. 

\ pire is puiſſant enough, not only to detend it (elf 
a thoſe who ſhall dare to aſſ:ult it, but alſo for to 


4 


niſh thoſethat ſha] attempt any unjuſt action where. 
y this perverſe Princeſs may know that we well 
enough underſtond the reaſon of her writing chi 
Letter, and that therefore ſhe ſhou'd torbear acting 
of thoſe things that deſerve puniſhment, leſt ſhe ſerve 
45 an example to others who ſhall attempt the like, 


And it is my earneſt with that there were none 


like her at Rome, and then I ſhuuld not have occaſion 
to continue my diſcourſe, and then Sir you and we 
rhat are your ſcrvants ſhould no1 be on to the trouble 
we this day are at, on the «ccalfon of Prince E. 
rafths , for certainly if the cauſe were ſearched 10 


the bottom, it would be found to- be quite different, | 


than his mother in la hath feſly imputed it, to cauſe 
him to do ſo, that ſhe may with the more eaſe con- 
trive the ſ»me againſt you, and be ou: of fear and dun- 


ger of y ut Sins heing tevenged on her; this Sir, or 
ſome ſuch cauſe is the only reaſon, Which at preſent 


is ro me unknown, bat | can affirm, as yon will in 
conc luſion find, that Eraſtus is innocent, not only of 
this fact, bur of all other viii ons actions, if the haſty 
execution of a raſh tentence gen 2giintt him doch 
nor hinder the knowledg of the truth, to procure 
which 7 ſhall follow the Nute of the Gentleman 
of Hodena s Dig, ant the exampic of my Cour 
panions, who have not ceaſed, nor do not yet ceaſe 
to crye that order may þc,obferved, and it you are 
not pleaſed to open; your ears to the adver- 
tiſements which we-give you, have 2 care that out 
clamouts be thought hereafter to be to as little par- 
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poſe as the Howlings of the good dog were to hisMa- 
ger, to diſcover ihe truth of the fact when there was 


ij temedy Open your eyes.and your cares Sir, while 


ji is yer time, wuhout precipitating on an action that 


may cauſe a to late & vain repentance; if you believe 


" that Eraſtas is guiity of the crime here with he is ac- 


cuſed, we arcot a contrary opinion, & yet none of us 


ge upon certain tes; & therefore if you pur him to 


death, you will he accauntedtkruughout all the world. 
tobe a wicked unjuſt &ctucl Prince, wherefore let me 


prevaile with yo do that which you have ſo often 


ipregdec , i ircmbilrhe cauſe to the trial of the Senate, 
io proct ed cc ding to tight rea ſan & juſtice : if it 
Moves to bed i'c Enproſs hath falſſy alledged, & 
that Eraflus be co demned then you By execute him 


280 us lo whe fave been hir Fitors without intcar- 


Ning any iniamy. Ant en the concary if his Inno- 
cence doch appear 25 | helices ir Wil, yon will not 
bedeprived of 4 9710 n the. Empite of 2 Succeſſor. - * 
The Oraiion of gui eAgatbas was pronounced 
with ſuch carneſtneis that ail ihe denate Hood vp en- 
cating the Empperonc ty tojly's the advice of the Phi- 
Joſopher, and-thai no beter chunſel could be given in 


gde lo difficult: For which c21/- & alſo by reafon af 


th&learned (peecbes' Which the Pmloſopher Apatbus 


bad made, the E wi cunttrained ta put a ſtop 


i che execution f he ſcatence of Eraftns for that 
Tae he was troubled to hear the Empreſs Co open- 
Jy blamed before the Senate. And as for the Lecen of 

ermany, it as concluded ta give her ſuch an anſwer 


- the Philoſopher had directed, who gained very great 
Honour in this Counſel for that he had diſcovered the 
i of this Queen of Germany wch could be no 


Ader but what he had geſcrib'd in regard there was no 
= other adviſ 
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- adviſe if any rebellion in Germany wherenpon'the 


Counſel aroſe, and every one retired to their houſes; | ; 


expeRing to hear the cauſe of Prince Eraſtus which 
had been left to the tryal of the Senate, and it was 
the wifhes and deſires of all, that the cauſe ſhould 
prove as the Philoſophers had averred, and not ac 


cording to the accuſation and imputation of the Em · 


preis, whoſe Tyranny was hazed by many, on the 
contrary every one admired the good carriage which 
they had only once ſeen in Prince Fraſtus, who ww 
ellcemed and loved by all the world. 

This HiHory or example of the Philoſopher. Agarhus 
55 according to the original in the Italian. aud Freneh 
2 an other ſtory to this pur poſe, | ſhall thus 
relate it. 

A Gentleman of Rome ( whoſe Anceſtors had left 
him a plentiful eſtate, becoming Maſter of it by the 
deaih of his Relations before he had deſcretion to 
manage it;) was ſo expenſive and predigal, that in 
few years it wes much impared and leſsned ; he not 
perceiving it or at leaſtwiſe not taking care to im- 
prove what jhe had left, Rill ſpent in ſupeifl uous 
manner, keeping ihe higheſt though not the beſt com- 
pany ; but the moſt chargeable was his converſe with 
women, whom he had treated in a ſplended manner, 
hoping to make up his own fortune by matching 
himſelt to a rich Lady; bat thoſe who were ſo under 
ftanding his profuſeneſs, had almoſt reduced him 


to beggery, refuſed his Court. hip aud Importunity, | i 


and at length his Company, ſe that he belag dilap 
poinred in 2 intentions of recovering his Eſtate be- 
game deſperate, and having long courted a reh Romas 
Lady, and miffing of her, he was at laft contented » 
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married with her Chamber-maid, who was %8 
n not ſo rich as her Miſtreſs, and who had 


1 
25 7 
* *'£ 

. N 


ed of his bounty as a ſervant, that ſhe might ſpeak 


good word for bim to her Miſtres, but ſhe who 
ns deceitful and ambitious, and indeed amorons of 


him, inſtcad of forthcring ard aſſiſting him in his 
Court ſhip to her Lxdy, ſpake and aRted all ſhe could 
to hinder the progreſs of their loves; which was 
ſoon broken cf, fo ſoon as her Lady who was cove- 
tous, underſtood that he had made ſhipwrack of his 
forrune,and had no other way to keep himſelf. from 
fiaking but the hopes of hee Eſtaie which ſhe had 
reſolved he ſnould never be maſter off. 
Our Gentleman underſtanding the reſolution of 
$e Miſtreſs, was #1 rold you married to the Maid, 
by which aQtion he thovght to vex the Lady which 
Aighted him, ard marry het who-loved him, and that 


| 


be might make the Lady and all the World believe 
| they were miſtaken in him, and that his Eftate was as 
good 2s ever, he lanched out all that he could to 
make a ſumptuous wedding, ſo that by ſuch time ns 
Þ's and his Brides cloathes were paid for, and the o- 
 laer eXpences defrayed, not only his own Eſtate was 
' eonſuraed, bur all his ne wives ready money which 
e had pickt vp in her ſervice was ſpent, and beſides 
one Citty houſe and ſome: mcveables, all elſe was 
fold, and che money waſted, all the Treaſure he could 


4 „ 


3 


} boaſt of was his wives beauty which was indeed, ad- 
mirable, and ſe attractive that it drought her 
ſervants and adorers, bat ſhe who was vitious enou 
in other matters as you hall ere long was 
fIrtuon: * for him alene 2 
2 
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who had paid ſo dear for it, and refuſed the embra* 
ces of all her Lovers for her husband. 

They who courted her, finding that amorous language 
and handſome treats would not work upon her, and 
partly enderſtayding her husbands condition to be 
nect ſſitous, reſolved to take an other courſe, and pre- 
ſented her with rings, plate, and ſome trifling jewels, 
which ſhe accepted of, and than gave them the hear- 
ing, but yet ſtood out as to the main, and would not 
admit of any neer approaches, reſolving ſince they 
had begun with preſents that they ſhould proceed in 
the ſame manner, and that if they had injoyment, it 
ſhould be a coſtly one, as incecd inthe end it proved 
to be. Many of theſe ſuitets ſhe had, (all which ſhe 
held in hand ſo long as they brought g rift to her 
Mill) but the principal were three Roman Knights, 
who having large revennes,not only ſpent largely, but 
preſented her very roundly that they might hayea 
lick at her honey por. | 
Her husband was no ſuch Novice in theſe affairs, 
but that he underſtood what was meant by this court- 
ſhip, but being confident of his wives chaſtity, (who 
indeed acquainted him with all her proceedings, and 
permitted him to ſhare in her profits) he therefore 
waz contented, and adviſed with her how, to manage 
her affairs to the beſt advantage;(o that the 3 Knights 
becoming importunate ſuiters, and befides the pre- 
ſenis offering her fair in moneys, ſhe at lergch made 
a bargain with them, ſhe managed each of them ſeve* 


rally, not one knowing the deſign of the other, | a} 
though' they were all very well known to eich | 


biber, yet this was a ſecret they diſcovered not 
TE say, the having engaged chem ſo to doe for 
. | pre. | 
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preſervation of het honour. | 

The ſome the agreed upon was 200 Crowas of 

each of them they were to pay, and fate all alike, 

ind to be entertained al} at one and the ſame time 

ind place. The appointed time being come, and one 

ol the Knights having entred her hayuſe, and delivered 

the mony ready told, her husband was ready to re- 

ceive kim, but in a fatal manner with a naked ſword 

ranning him through ſa oſten, that he ſank down dead 

on the ground, the firſt being thus 4iſparchad, it was 

not long after before the ſecond came, who fared no 

better than the firſt, and the third alſo was forced to 

bear his friends company in death. | 

© Thas did theſe three Knights fall inglorlouſly, and 

inſtead of pleaſure they intended, they purchaſed a 

ſaddain death, and theſe two murderers were proud 

of their prize and conquett, believing that they had 

done well in preſerving their honor, and ſuppoſing 

dat if the world were acquainted with the whole 

niatter they might well enough jaſtiſie the fact, yet 

|| however they were willing and defirous to conceal 

it, and to that purpoſe they contrived a way how to 

be rid of the dead bodies, 

The murdreſs had a Brother who was Commiader 
of the watch of che whole Citty, and with ſome 
; | atendants, (ach as he thought fit to chooſe from a+ 
| mongthereſt, he went the Rounds, and viſited the 
: | ſereral watches, he being in his Circuit was called in 
- | bykis Siſter, who gree him and his crew a ſufficians 

'| qual of ＋ (quer , and Keeping them in kas 
ale fa leag that it was too late to pr | 
in kit walk defired him to ſend away bis 
Artndants z ind that * had 2 private baQ 
S. 24172 2 a 3 TH 
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210 The Hiftory of Eraſtus and I 
private buſineſs to _ impart co him. He conſented to 
what his loveing Siſter deſired, and they being gong, 
ſhe tells him that ſhe hath ſComewhkt to impart that 
he muſt be very ſecret in, and withal aſſiſt her in oz. 
elſe ſhe was undone ; he not queſtioning the matter 
-what, makes her an abſolute general promiſe to do al 
things ſhe would deſire, ſhe having thus aſſared him, 
ſhe cells him « Knight of che E:nperours Court came 
that day into her houſe, and intended an abuſe to her 
but was hindred by her husband, who by chance at- 
rived and being Cholerickand the other deſperate, 
they ſo far engaged together that her husþand ha- 
ving the Juſter cauſe overcame and ſſew his enem 
Whoſe body remained there in the houſe cabaried 
and that without his aſſi tance they knew not how 10 
convey it away. Well Siſter replyed he I will rid 
You of that trouble; help me to a Sack and I will put 
the body into it and carry it on my back and throw it 
into the River Tiber, whoſe ſtreams will quickly 
convey it into the Sea, ſo chat you ſhall hear no more 
it, | 
His Siſter did 25 he required, and deſired him by all 
means to return thither 2 tin, (+ ſuon 2s he had dn 
-whathe promiſed: He zccordingly did x5 he had (aid 
and ſoon returned, bidding her cake ne» more care fot 
by that time the body was carried far enough by 
the violence of the {tream, fhe hearing him ſay (6 
fetchcd him a cup ot the beſt liquor her houſe aFard- 
ed, but pr-rending ſome buſincis in the next Room 
to that where they were drinking, ſhe went th. 
ther ? bat haſtily and 2s it were in amaze rerumed. , | >” 
crying out, On Lord ! Br other lam undone gz tor s 
Kaight which you ſo lately carryed to — 1 
. Þ 27 et 


— 
— 
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| pormedant lyes here : Haw ſaid he, it is impathole y 
but goiag thither he there found the body of = dead 
Fuer whom he ſuppoſed was as ſhe told him the 

mer returned. Well ſaid he give him me again, 


PR; 


23 


work, for I will throw him in again Sack and all and 
A gteat ſtone tyed to it; having aid thus he takes the 
body puts it into his Sack layes it on his ſhoulders, 
and carries it where he had fail and returned ſaying, 
now Sifter aſſare your ſelf | have ſecured all well e- 
hough, for /ſaw the body ſink to the very bottom: 
theretore fill the other diſh of liquor and let us be 
erty. She did as he deſired and they drank on, 
but not long before ſhe made the (ame excuſe as 
formerly, and came running and frighted, crying out 
that the Knights body was again returned. 
Her Brother hearing her ſpecches and ſceing a 
xd body (which indeed was of the third Knight 
agh ſhe aid it was the firſt ) was much am. z · d 
toncluding that this Kaight was borne under {ome 
| Planet whoſe influence was (ſuch that the water 
uld not prejoduce him, wherefore he reſatved 
to take another courſe, and try what the fire would 
A do; therefore he puts it into 2 Sack and carryes it 
(0.2 place without the Ciitiy where there was much 
Wood, this he put together in ſuch manner a- 
bout the dead body that it might be conſumed He 
eig placedall thing in order, and (et fire to the 
Need, retired a little out of che way: to do the 
1 ed of — 1 ; F 
la the mean t growing cowards morning 
1 Knight ho. was Journeying to the Emperoug 
3 MK FS - - Co 


9 "2 '* 5 


- OO FF TX wow WW 


te ſeven wiſe Maſters of Rame 211 


ind I will rey what can be done and n»w make ſure 


212 The Hiſtory of Fraſtus and 
Court,chanched to ride that way, and ſeeing a fire the 
weather being cold & raw, he drew near to it to warm +1 
himſelf, and in this pofture did our Over · ſeer of the N 
waich finde bim when he returned, 'whereupen' he 
asked what he was, a Knight replyed the Traveller, 

von are a Devil and no Knight ſaid the Over-ſeer, } | 

for I firſt carried you into the River and threw you || | 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


in, but you returned, | then again threw you in (ack 
and all with a ſtone, but you ſtill returned, and then 
1 finding that the water had no power oyer you, tryed 
what the fire could do and intended here to burn you, 
bur I think go no purpoſe, for 1 ſec you are come out 
2gain, yet I will once again try what Lean do, and 
thereupon ke ſeized on the travelling Knight, and 
threw him horſe and all into the fire, and their ſtayed 
tell they were burned. n 
By this time it was day, and he having done his 
work throwghly as he belcived, returned to his Siſter (| 
houſe, telling her what Þ& had done; and how that 
atlaft he ihrew him and horfe too into the fire, ſhe 
ſeemed to admire at it, and was very well contented 
with the ftory, and having treated her Brother with 
good drink and victuit, and many thanks ſhe p et- 
mitt ed him co 90 herne, : e: | 
Thos did this politick woman perform this enter- 
prize, coming off aich flying colours, and the big 
gage of the feld, three chafiderable baggs of money, 
which was very welcome to her and het husband: to 
pt ice up their broken fortunes, and ihas did ſhe often 
timer get many of her ſeveral woers, till at laſt ſe 
came off with loſs, ard thus it was. n 
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the ſeven wiſe Maſters of Rome. 213 
Among her many lufty woers, the had one à lite 


+ dapper fellow tor her fervanit by profeſſion a Law- 
yer, he having 1 moneths mind to be dabling with 


er, made his addreſſes to that purpoſe, he was 


rich and prodigal, ſhe covetuous and a higgard of her 


fayours which muſt be purchaſed at a dear rate; he 
bad tryed the vertue of his tongue, but it had no 
vertue at hee bar without that which cauſed it to 
ſpeak at the Judges, ready many was .uſcd to oyle 
his tongue, and that muit be produced before ſhe 
would give the comfortable word you ſhall have your 
&lire ; but in the end he agreeing to give her what 
he. defired ſhe conſented, bat ſhe intended it 

not, for of all men ſhe liked not this Dandy-prat 
Lawyer ; and therefore intended to ſerve him as ſhe 


had done the three Knights. 


She acquainted her Husband with her delign , 
who was willing encugh to aſſiſt and take part 
in the pain, becauft he was co take part in 
the gain. | | 

It was a tall ſum ſhe agreed upon, 300 crowns 
whichſhe pretended fhe would only;borrow for ſome 
time, but deſigned never to pay ; the time being come. 
the poor Lawyer came to the place her own houſe, 
and delivered the money, but fa ſoon as heat» 
tempted to take his pleaſure with her, he had it with 


.avengeance, with a lofty blow laid on between his 


neck and ſhoulders, with à large cudgel that ſet him 
a ſprawling, as it uſed to de Conies, there needed 
net many blows, nor no ſword to diſpatch him, that 


kickt up 


pe with the flaff was ſufficient 3 ſo that he 


is heels, and went to plead cauſes 


. They 


214 Tht Hiſtory of Eraftus and 


They being certain of his death, confalred whit 
to do with his body, which gat being wounded, they 


reſolved on this caſe, the murdering Hus bind took 
kim on his back and carried him to the bat fide of 
the Lawyers own houſe, which was nos far diſtant, 
and there being a houſe of office in the yard, he (et 
him don oa the ſeat, as ff he had been where eaſei 
his body, and thus having placed him; he there left 
him, and went home, 

The Lawyer had a companion and bei- fellow who 
was acquainted wich his love ſtory, and knew of that 
nights appointment and therefore did ſi: up for him, 
he hiving occalion to viſit the houſe of Office, ope- 
ning the door (aw one litting there, alchough he could 


not im igine who it ſhould be, yer out of modefty ne 


retired for (ome time, but attending ſome what longer 
than ordinary, and ſceing the Party did nor come out 
he ag in opened the door, and making # neerer ap- 
proxch perceived that it was his friend the Lawyer: 
he wondred at his bciag there, ſuppoſing he was in 
an another place, wherefore he called him by his 
Name. bur received no anſwer ; he then believi 
him to be aſl :ep, and reſolving to awake him, pulle 
him by the Chat, fi-Rt ſoftly, and then ſoradely that 
he feil on the flo r, he ſeeing that, upon 2 little fur- 
ther ſcarck found that he was dead. 

Ouc Lawyers Chamberfefl ow being ready witted, 
was not long in conſidering the matter, ba: gueffcd 
how all had hapned, and thecefors reſolved to carry 


the dead body back to the place from whence he 111 
brought, and thereup on taking him up in his arms, ., 


he went to the houſe where he had been marrhered, 


and ſetting him upright againſt the door, w—__ 
8 | | {to 
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| | left him and returned to his lodge ng. 


Our Murdreis had ſome uccaſi n ab ut midnight 
t go to the door, „pening it, d wn (ell ne b. dy wig 
the houſe, to her great amszement ane tr Hue; but 
when fac broug t a Candle, aud law e that it was the 
body of the de ac Lawyer. ſhe was exrrcamly terrifi- 


td. calling aut to her tluSband, and acquamm•˙g him 


' with the buline(s, he was a Nach rrouhled as the had 
bin, but Knowing their „2 4 ec ſſi y T1 duing ſom - 

What, he reſolved to Carry the h dy and thro v 1 in- 
io the River, he was to pals through divers ſtreets, 
but in the midſt of his Journy he heard a noiſe of 
People walking and talking; he having a guilty con- 
ſcience, and fearing. all things Rocd up at a conveni- 
ant corner to hear and ice what theſe People were, 
it was not long ere they came ſo near him, that he 
could diſcover by their words and actions that they 
were night walkers, ſhop-lifts, or houſe- breakers, 
and that they having met with ſome pr ze or booty, 
Which they had in a ſack, were te lolved to leave it 
ona ſtall, and retire to a Tavern to make merry. 

_ Our Morderer underſtanding this, perceaving that 
they were gone, came from the place where he had 
Rood up, and cxamining the Sack, found there wis in 
two flitckes of Bacon, be was not long in reſolving 
What to do, but taking the Bacon ont of the Sack, 
em the dead man into it, and placing it on the (tall 
went home laden wich the Bicun. His wife expeRed 
lis return, but ſeeing him laden was 3fightcd, 


- thinking be had brovgh: back the body, but he ger- 
Nin a doors undecci ed her, ſhewiog her the Be- 
„ and acquain.ng her how all had hapned, fhe 
cRanding chat they were enriched by an other 
; ht; : a * a priz 
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Prize went to bed, being very well pleaſed with her 
Evenings work. | 

The nigat walkers who had the Bieon, went to 
the Tavern and drank ſo long there that all their mo- 
ny would not pay their recxoning ; wher{ore they 
bethought themſelves of ſelling their Bacon, and ha- 
vizg drank their Land- lord to a handſome Pitch, they 
told him that they had a bargain for hi.n, he asked 
what e and they replyed Bacon, this is good chaffer 
(aid he, if I could ſee it, whereupon one of them went 
to the place where they had left their Bacon, and 
ſoon after returned, and ſetting dewn his load they 
opened the Sack, but inſtead of Bacon the Lawyers 
head appeared. This amazed them all, but the Vint- 
ner more eſpecially, who cryed out they had mur - 
thered his Neighbourz who was well knownto' him, 
and indeed to at} the Citty : they were as much ſur- 
prized as he, and knew not at firſt whit to ſay, but 
although he (hreatned to ſecure them as murtherers, 
yet in concluſion they over-rui'd and perfwaded 
him to be patient, and told him all they knew of the 
ſtory, and that they took ir for Bacon, and had it in 
ſuch a place. x Chandlers bick houſe, which indeed 
they had plundred, and that thither they would carry 
ir again. The Vintner underſtaading by their dil- 
courſe that there was a miſtake in the caſe, ind believ- 
ing that he thoald only purchaſe trouble by his med- 
ling in it, and it may be, be accounted a party, he there · 
fore vas contented to be raled by them and thereapsn 
they went to the Chandlers houſe from whente the 
had the Bacon, and carried the body and laid it cherte 
and ſo departed. The Chandler at whoſe howſe they? 
had left the body did that morning call up his ſervant 
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'arly to carry Corn to the Mill, to be ground, the 
ſervant ar iſeing and having fitted his horſe and his 
corn for his journy, had a mind to a breakfaſt before 
be went, and & raſher of Bacon was that which 
he deſired wherefore up he went to the Ba- 
con loft, but inſtead of Bacon, he met with 
the Sack and. dead Lawer, which tumbling on him, 
threw him down, he crying out up went his Maſter 
io ſee what was the matter, Where he found his man 
Du and row ling with a man in a Sack, he won- 
dred to find a dead man there z but miſſing his Ba- 
con he ſuppoſed they who had took the one had 
| broughe the other, but now it was there he Nuddied 
how 10 be rid of it; Wherefore having brought his 
wan 10 his little wits , they reſolved that he ſhould 
, carry the dead body with him towards the Mill, and 
by the way cither drop him or bury him. The ſervant 
igreeing to what his Matter ſaid, intending to do ſo, 
bat falling into company who went the ſame way, be 
had not 1he opportunity to do it all the way he rede 
to the Mill, ſo that being come thither,and having de- 
livered his Sack of Corn to the Miller, he then honted 
, #bovr td finde a place where to put the dead body. It 
was winter time the nights long and it was not yet 
day, however the Miller was up and had provided 2 
Cart load of meal tocarry to the Citty, to ſell, the 
Thandlers man ſeeing this took one of the. Sacks of 
meal & taking ſome of it out, and ſtuffing out the ſack 
herein the Lawyers body was, with it made an ex- 
change and laid the ſack with the Lawyer & meal on 
the cart, taking the other ſack & laying it on his horſe 
& having his own ſack of corn ground, he took that 
Aſo and returned homewards. wh 
is 
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This wandring body of our dead Lawyer was 
row on the Millers Cart, who ſoon after fer for- 
wards to market, and expoſing all ro fale; but mark 
how provider ee ordered the matter to diſcover this 
Mur:her, and the true Atcrs of it. Our murtherer 


2nd his Wite being p: ſſeſſed of a round ſumme ot 


money, ard two flitches of Bacon, did reſolve to have 
mare ſtore of proviſion, and lay in Meale as well as 
Bacon; and therefore went the next day to market 
to purchiic ſ«me , alihough they came lightly by 
their morey, yer knowing the want of it they reſol- 
ved nat t part from it eafily but buy a good penny- 
Werth, 28d therefore they examined all che market 
where to buy cheapeſt, and at laſt they pitched upon 


the, Miller wko had the lizttte Lawyer jna Sack, 


that was ſer down in the open market, but tyed up 
as a Szek ef mesle; the woman having cheapned and 
tryed that the Miller would ufe her well, agreed up- 
on price for tO Sacks full, one which he opened and 
#nether uch he warranted ts be of the ſame goodneſs 
bur ſeeing being believing z She cauſed him to oven 
the Sack, nd ſhe her ſelt thruſting in her hand jntend- 
ing to dra t 2 handful of M-ale , caught hold of 
the Lawyers hair, the therefore tels iht Miller he in- 
tended to cheit her with ſome worſe commodity than 
M:ale, wherefore to be ſure, ſome of the Mcale 
being taken cut the Lawyers head appearing, ſhe 
cryed aut ; Oh Lord! husband the Lawyer you killed 
js come again: Although ſhe ſpake this in anaf-, 
ſrighted, diſtracted manner, yer ſhe Was obſerved 
and notice was taken by ſome perſons there preſent 
and the LA yr head being ſeen by the multitude 
tha; gathered iogether upon this account, cauſed a 


great 
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t amazment; all conclvded that Murder had been 
mitted, but how ffrangely none could guels. 
The Miller was ſecured as owning the Sack and 


\ Meale, and our murdreſs a nd her husband, ye 


they would have ſlunk their necks out of the Coller 
ard denyed what ſhe had ſaid, yet they alſo were 
ſeized on and carried before the Juftice. . 

The noiſe of this accident was ſoon ſpread through 


all the Citty, and came to the eares of our Lawyers 
Chamber ſehew, who knowing ſomewhat of the 


truth of the matter, went to the Juſticcs to hear 
what would be ſaid of the Whole; but there was 
linle proof of any thing, til he declared that he knew 
his Companion the dead Lawyer, went the foregoing 
evening to the Houſe of the murdreſs whom Im 
go truly call ſo ; (ke. beirg ſuppoſed to be guiliy 


therefore ſhe and her husband were both committed 


to Jay le, and being ſeperated and put into feveralt 


Priſons and fixiRily examined; it was not long be- 
fore, ſhe conſeſſed ho may res, and alſo aceuſed ber 

betbaed for murtherirg the. aſere mentioned three 
Knights, ſo that juſtice ia ing place, they n 
ſentenced to dye ard accordirgly executed. 


Thus although this woman pretended to 2 great 
height of vertus in preſeivirg ker Chaſtity, yer was 
ſhe guilty of a greater crime murher , which was 
the loſs of all who had any converſe with her. 
Therefore we ought not to give credit to 


{every ſremirg vertve , for ſome Vice may 
Uceed ii. 
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This ſtory or example may be; avd bath. been ag 
plyed to the (ame putpoſe as the fotmer of the Lady 
of Modena; to ſhew the; cruelty, and, lixvle c: 
dit that is co be given to women, end this or the fer py 
mer preſerved the life of Prince, Eraſius for ous $i 
day longer. Nn d, an 
. | n der bt 
+4 Pts 12 
n K 
n 0443 


4 


j 


* 
2 0 enn 
N. 4 21 D 
P 7 
* 
» 
1. 
4 


Cn Af. XI 


| a » 2.10 = id . 1 1 
The Empreſs moveth the Emperouey toiproceed tu tb NF; 
{'*"2eution or Eraſtus, and to put the ſeven Phileſophem F 
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%% Priſon by 4 diſcourſe which'fhe made him I, 
io Marvails at Rhodes, ont of 4_fire not ro bo pit 
ont, which however was ext ing by i Styollar. 
e rhe of a Column wherein mig ht be ſeen al 
23 pes and ditions that were conrreped againſt e 
hodes, which w. deſtrayed 'by the knavery Wi 

"core Philo ophers, under pritenee of | finding Þ| 
Treat Treaſures under it, which becaſuned the un 
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A LL matters being ordered according to the agree 
ment made in Counſet, the Emperour ,pytzoles F- 
to leave the Citty and not return to the Ewmpreh, Þ 

(whom he highly effected) thar he might not hear, 

: the exclamations ſhe would make in regard of 1 1 
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4 Aelaying the execufion of Eraſtns, ſo chat the miſe - 


table Princeſs who thought of nothing bas the 
- death of her Son in law, doubted of that which had 
hipned ;- Whetefone that ſhe might be informed of 
the truth, ſhe ſent for one of the Secretaries, whom 
e had preferred to the Emperonrs ſervice,of whom 
ſhe enquired a particular account of what had paſſed 
that morning. The Secretary gave her a full anſwer, 
freely relating all chat had been ſaid and concluded 
on, ſo that by this means the Empreſs was adver- 


I yzed not only how it was endeavoured to 2 the 


be Philoſopher Agathus had ſo freely ſpoken againſt 


1 reneſtcomplunnin the * ;the having ( ar (he 


cauſe to the hearing of the Senate, but alſo all that 
her; whereupon ſhe was very much enraged, gnd 
tonceived as much anger aꝑainſt the Philoſophers, as. 
ſhe had »gainft Eraſlus, pur poſing not to deſiſt until 
ſhe cauſed them all to ſuffer death, that ſhe might be 
fally revenged on them, wheretore contriving in her 
brain a thouſand mychinations and treaſens as miſ- 
chie vous as ſhe could imagine, Fre expetted all that 
day when the Empt tour ſhould come to viſit her. 
And having underſtood chat he arrived late 7 
and had not ( accerding to Cuftome ) come to 
ſee her, and diſcourſe with her, ſhe became deſ- 
perately angry, and having for ſome time con- 
tinued ſo, but knowing that. ſhe loft. time, in ex- 
pectation of the Emperour, ſhe therefore reſolved to 
gotohim, 3 | 
Having ſtaid till every one was retired, ſhe be- 
ing accompanied by two of her Damſels, went to the 
 Emperours Chamber juſt as he was going to He. 
+ There (he began 10 ſigh and cry, and make the 


þ 


| aid) 


222 The Hiſlery of Eraſtus and 
ſaid) performed all dutiful love to her Hasband, us 
to her ſoveraign Lerd, yet ſhe was ſo unfortunate, 
that (althovgh «reciprocal love was pretended) ſhe 
was mocked, and ſhe believed hated, as might be 
/ gafily conjectured by rhe effect : for inſtead of re- 
venging the injury had been done to her, he had not 
only fayoured him that had deſerved the puniſhment, 
but alſo hearkned to the Counſcls of thaſe who had 
occaſioned all this evil; by pretence of defending 
their Diſciple by falſe inventions, and faaudolent 
ſpecckes had not forborn to ſpeak upworthily of ker, 
and accuſe her of that which ſhe never ſo much as 
dreamt of, and had been ſo confident as to perlwade 
the Emperour thatſke had cauſed and procured that 
againſt him, which he with his own eyes had ſeen 
aQted againſt her; much wondering that he ſhonld ſo 
much debaſe himſelf, as before his Counſellors to 
appear ſo friendly to theſe traiterous Philoſophers, 
who made no difficulty, ſo mueh to work on his 
ealineſs, as to perſwade him that black was white ; 
further adding that ſhe valued nas how much ſhe ſut- 
fered in the opinion of all the world, ſo lorgas ſhe 


would be difficult to continue, by means of theſe 
mens venemous tongues, who endeavoured to paſſeſi 
kim with an e vil opinian of her. But ſhe {tif} hoped 
he would do her juſtice, in punifhing thoſe. who had 
ſo highly prejudiced her honour , telling him that if 
ke ſhould refuſe that juſtice, ſhe could catily have it 
by other means; for her Relations being advertized 
of the great ourrages that theſe Philoſophers had 
ſpoken againſt her, would not Jet them paſy anpn- 
- Sifhed, but would execute ſuch vgogeance 8s the per- 
ſumption 


ov A. 


2 his love and good opinion; which the found 


e 
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fampticn and rafhneſs of theſe Calumniators, and 
the greatneſs of her houſe did require ; nay, fhe did 


not queſtion but their revenge would reach againſt E. 


alas himſelf, tm regard he had been ſo backward in 
execting juſtice for the great wrong which more in- 


trenched « his honour than hers. But eſpeciafly - 


it he ſhould hinder. the courſe of juitice, as he had 


gone in only cordemnirg, and rather giving him the. 
geans of eſcaping by this delay, and permiting him 


ts live, to the great ſcandal of the Empire; aud truly 
(continued ſhe) | foreſee ro my great grief, that in 
the concluſion theſe wicked men will execute their 
malignity ag1inſt your perſon, to the ruin and de- 
ſtrnction of the Common-wealth, and it will happen 
16 you as it did to Philarchus King of Rhodes, whoſe 
ſtory I would relate to you, if 7 thought that my 


true diſcourſe would be as eff;Aual with you as thole. 


falſe ones of che Philoſophers, 

The Empervur having confidered of the complaints 
of the Empreſs, made many excuſes, aſſaring her 
dat the delaying the execution of Eraſins was not in 
wy reſpc of any deſice he had to hinder che courſe 


ef juſtice wch*he intended ſhould proceed not only a- 


gainft his (on, bur alſo againſt thoſe who having the 


charge of inſtructing him in good learning and good 


manners, had ircouraged him by their wicked inſtra- 
ctions, tu commit that lewdne's which they had ſeen, 
and who under pretence of de ending him, had ſpoken 
ſo ignominiouſly againſt her vertue: but that the Se- 
nate had ſo preſſed him, that he had not power to de- 
ny that which the Laws grant to all Criminals, that 
| to give them timo to juſtifie and defend themſelves, 
ind although Fraſtus had — U had fix dayes time 
2 


to 


— 
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to defend himſelf, during which time he had heal. 


nothing abſolute to fignity that what he was accuſed 
of was nottrue,as indeed it was, he therefore purpoſed 
not to delay it any longer, deſiring the Empreſs|'© de- 
pend upon his word, that in a very ſhort time ſhe 
ſhould be revenged of all the wrongs ſhe had re- 
- ceived either of Eraſius or the Philoſophers , and 
therefore he prayed her to relate the ſtory of the 
King Philarchis, which was a great Novelty to him, 
who had never heard any thing thereof ; neither had 
he read any thing thereof in any Hiſtory , aſſurisg 
her that as to his great trouble, he had been conſtrain- 
ed in full Senate to hear the calumnious diſcourſes 
of the Philoſopher eAgathws, ſo on the other (ide 
he ſhould ta je as great pleaſure in hearing the Nar- 
rative of Philarchus. 

Altkough the Empreſs would not at firft conſent 
to give the Eperour this fatisfaQien, making excu. 
ſes that ſhe might cauſe the Emperour to be the more 


„ 


earneſt, yet in concluſion after much impor tunity ſhe | 


n as followeth. 

All people do very well know the great renown 
Which in times paſt was had of the Ciny of Rhodes, 
as well by reaſon of the Antiquity thereof, as for rhe 
famous Univerfiry that was there: where-all manner 
of learning did flouriſh, ard out of this further re- 
ſpeQ and conſideration that the Inhab/tants of chat 
Citty had by force of arms ſubdued not on'y. all the 
Iſlard, but alſo the greateſt part of the adjoyning 
Countries. | 

There were many rare things in the Iſland, but 
principally two that were admirable and profitable, 
zne Was of great uſe and ſervice to the poor, and the 

Other 
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other was for the preſervariow of the Country. Theſe 
two mervails were in the publick place, under tw 


eat triumphant Arches made of Marble, in one of 


-which there was a fire, that without any Wood or 


Coals, or any other fewel did continually burn, 


yeildingg ſo great a heat, that the poor Iahabitants 


who wanted fire at home, came commonly to this, ſo 
that many of the Rhodians ſpared making fire in their 


- own houſes, havingthe convenience of warming them 


ſelves at this publick fire, juſt oppolite to this fire 
there was 2 great ſtatu? of braſs, holding in his left 
hand a Turkiſh bowe, which he had ſo drawn with his 
right, that the very point of the arrow which was 
drawn to the head, and ready to diſcharge , touched 
the wood of rhe bowe whereon was written. 

Strike me not, for if you do, 

I have more power t offend than you. 

Under the other Arch there was a Columne which 
did ſhine very bright, and none knew of what ma- 
terials it was compoſed, ſome ſuppoſed it to be of 
one unknown ſtone z others were of opinion that it 
was compoſed of divers mettals, but what ever it was 
made of, the brightneſs was ſo great that it ſhined 


cleerly ander all the Arch, thiz Colu ne was ſuppor- 


ted by four other ſtatues of brals, made in the figates 
of animals, the one was of an Eagle, the other of 2 
Lion, the third ef a Griffin, and the fouth of a Horſe. 
And although this Coluntne was thus bright & ſhine- 
ing. ns ny looking glaſs, yet à man could not ſee 
himſelf therein, neither could one fee any thing 
that was adj3yning, as is uſual to do in any 
other Looking-glaſſes, or other things that are 


* 
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that when ary thing was enterprized againſt the Ci. 
ty of Rhodes, or when any Prince did raiſe forces to 
_ aſſault the Rhodians, all might be ſeen in the Column, 
ſo plainly thar you might -behold thoſe that mad; | 
theſe enterprizes, and by the ſame means ſee from 
what Parts the Enemies came, for the Modians could 
not in any manner be ſurprized, for no ſooner was 4: 
ny thing intended, and contrived againſt the Citty, 
but the Columne preſently diſcovered it, and therefore 
the RKhodians were by means of this Columns al- 
wayes provided for their Enemies tie 1mpcflile to 
tell who was the Inventor and Archite dt of theſe two 
Co: umnes, it being altogether uncertain, yet it is ſup- 
poſed that ſome great Mapitizn, (for at all times 
that Citty hath bred men of knewledg, and well ex. 
perienced in all Arts) made them boch; and the 


Rhodians were às proud of theſerwo Columens, as of 
eny thing that was in their whole Country; and yet 
ſo great is the uncertainty of all things in the world, 
(where nothing is perpeiual ) that both theſe marvi- 
lous things were deitryed jooner chan Was Convent 
ent for the go of the Znkabitans, 

Th's Univertiiy h ing thus famous through all the 
world, was trequented will aburidarce of 5chetlars 
of all Nations, amorig others there was One who af- 
ter long ftuly of the Taule ot ibis unextinguiſhable 
fire, that withour wood or othef materials burned 
continnafly, and having ſearched dilligently, but not 
finding the natural cauſe, turning his fate he perceived 
the writing which was in the Bow 97 the Brazen A. 
cher, af which l have fpeken, and thinking with 
himſelſ how it hould be poſſible that an innanimaie 
and ſenſcleſs thing, ſhould give a greter blow; * 

Y 0 


1 hard as he could ag 
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lie that Gould ſtrik that, wherefore he purpoſed to 


make tryal, and having taken a halbert, he ſtruck it 

a the breaſt of rhe Archer; 
but he had no ſooner given the blow, when the Ar- 
cher diſchanged his Arrow directly into the maxe- 
tinguiſhable fire which preſently vaniſhed ; ſo that 
the plage became as cold as it there had neyer been 
any fire there; at which jthe young Schollar was a- 


mpzed, and doubting what would become of him if it 


were knen, that through his tolly the unextin- 


guiſhable fire was put our, hz ran away as faſt as he 


could, having deprived the Citty of Rhodes of ene of 
the greateſt commodities z aud indeed the diſturb- 


- ance. occalianed by the laſs of this fire was very 


great, for all the Inhabitants but principally the poor 


ones were very much intereſſed and troubled at the © 


joſs; and it was not long after that they loft the o- 


ther marvail, 


This hapned in the raign of Philarchus King of 


Rhodes, who had a difference with Nichomachus King 


of Cyprus, for certain ſhips which the King of Rhodes 
had iaken from the Gypriots, refoling to reſtore 
them z although the King Nichomachus had often 
prayed and ſollicited the Xing Phuarchus both by 
Letters, and Ambafſadeurs ; wheretere the King of 
Cyprus being angry, reſolved to be revenged for the 
fable the Rhodians had done him, but he could not 


raiſe any ferces, and ſurpriſe the Rhodians by reaſon 
af the admirable vertue of the Column, which diſcos 
vered all to King Philarcbus, ſo that by this means 
he had time to prepare for his Enemies: this enmity 
being between thele two Princes, the one no: b.ing 
milling to be at the charge of a War, doubting he - 
Q 4 ſhouſ:' 
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ſhould loſe his labour, and the ether not valuing. hi 
Baemies, knowing that they could not ſurprize him; 
three of theſe under pretence of diſpiſeing riches, and 
the greaineſs of the world, but had no other end but 
to make themſelves both great and rich, ( ſuch as theſe 
Philoſophers are, in whom you put fo much copfi- 
dence) ſeeing the great gain they might get by the 
difference between theſe two Princes; after theythad 
a long time conſulted the matter among themſelves, 
they went to King Nichemac hus, to whom making 
themſelves known to be wiſe men, ( as they were e- 
Reemed ) they told him that if he would give them 
conveniences, they would undertake to ruin and 
deſtroy the miraculous Columne oi Rhodes, ſo that 
nothing ſhould after that be ſeen in it, which being 
done, he might eaſily attain his ends of Philarchas 
by taking him unprovided; the King of Cyprus who 
delired nothing more earnefily, than to have the 
means to be revenged for the wrong which Philar- 
chus had done him; aſſured theſe Philoſophers that 
he would not ſpare for any thing to accompliſh 
this deſign, though it coſt him his Crown; further 
promiſing ta give them all that they ſhould ask, if 
they would perform what they had ſaid, nay, he 
pfo:miſed to make them partakers wich him in his 
Kingdome if they would live in Cyprus; pray- 


ing and entrearing them to perform it with all | 


ſpeed. 


You ſhall ſee it in ſhort time anſwered the Phi- 
loſophers, but to attain your deſires, you muſt 
provide us three Antient Veſſels, which muſt be 
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- fled with Gold, wherewith we ſhall in ſuck man- 
ner blind Philarchus, and thoſe who have the 
"keeping of this miraculous Columne , that they 
ſhall ns well be deprived of that, as they were of 
the unextinguiſhable fire, which they had in their 
Citty. SITY 

"The King of Cyprus who was very rich, ſee- 
ing their demands were ſo ſwmall, {aid to the 
Philoſophers , it Gold will finiſh the enchant- 
ment of the Columne of Rhodes, we will cafily 
ittain our ends, as your ſelves ſhall ſee; and 
thereupon he ſhewed them his great treaſure, 
telling them they might rake 3s much as they 
pleaſed , and that they thonld fill certain Anti- 
4 Veflels which he had furniſhed them with- 


The Philoſephers having made choice of three 
Veſſels, one made of Earth, and the other of 
Braſs, aed the third of Silver, they filled them 
wich Gold, as much as.a man eould carry, and 
having taken their leaves of the King , they de- 
paried for Rhodes in a Friggat which they had 
provided, were being landed, they each of them 
took one of theſe veſſels under; their Arms, going 
lait to the Citty of Rhodes , and being neer it 
they buried one of their Veſſels in a place which 
they took ſpecial notice of ; then going into the 
Citty, they did the fame with the other two, 
burying them neer to the principal Church of the 
Citty, ſo ordering the Earth that it could not 
be diſccracd, that the place had been lately dig- 
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This being done and they having remained ſome. 
time in Rhodes, and agreed among themſelves how 
they ſhould accompliſh whay they had promiſed ibe 
K ng of pra; they went, early one moraing to 
King Philarchus of whom having demanded private 
audience, and obtained it, they told him they three 
were Bcethren, and that they had ſpent all cheit time 
in the ſtudy of Sciences, and apcitly in the. Art of 
Magick.z wherein they had ſo well proficed, thu by 
the means of their knowledg, and of certain Sacrih- 
ces and Iuvocations which they made alwayes; 
obſerving th? di polition of the Moon, each of them 
ſa in the night time, certain treaſure that was buri 
ed in · ny place neer unto thoſe parts where they n 
preſeat did reſide; and haying known by their Art, 
that the Citty of Rhodes did abound in hidden tre:- 
ſures more than any other place in the World; they 
were therefore come thither to practice their know- 
ledg, which they kad no intention to do, without 
firſt having the Licence and permiſſion of his Majeſiy, 
eatreating him to permit them to make diicovery of 
thoſe hidden treafar#,which rem:ining-under ground 
wer? vnp ofitable io any, promileimng to give him al 
that ſhould be found, and thac he might; beſtows® 

them what part of it he thould pleaſe. 
Philarchus hear ing this difcoarſe of the Philoſe- 
phers, could not ut firſt believe that, they wete fo 
skilful as they profeſſed themſelves to be, but having 
examined them about other perticular affairs, in which 
he found them knowing, he changed his mind, and 
eſteemed them to be wiſe men, as indeed they were 
fo that he reſolved to make tryal of their knowledp, 
in regard that he himſelf had heard, that in 1 
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{fe of Rhodes (whick had alwayes been accounted 
yery rich) ſeveral treaſures had been found ont, 
which had been formerly buried in the time of the 
wars, and therefore having courceoully receaved 
them, he with cheerful countenance told them thar 
they were very welcome, offering them lodging in 
his Caſtle, ſo long as they (ſhould pleaſe to ſtay at 
Rhodes, and that he would take order for all ſuch ne- 
teflary proviſion as they thould pleaſe to have z they 


_ having very humbly thanked the King, Indged in the 


Caftle, concluding thus with him, that ſo ſoon as they 
ſhoold underftand by their Art that the Moon was in 
a condition for them to make their Sacrifices and in- 
vocations, they would acquaint the King therewith, 
ſothat he with his own eyes might fee the truth 


- Which they had told him. This Philarchus very well 


approved of, who having took leave of the Philoſo · 
phers, cauſed them to be honorably entertained in the 
Caftle, commanding the Maſters of his houſe, and all 
his other Officers and Treaſurers to give them all 
that they ſhould dcfire, and to provide all neceſſaries 
for them. 

Some dayes after this the Philoſophers told the 
Kieg Philarchus, thi: the Moon was very well diſpo- 
ſed for them te make their Sacrifices, (© that the 
folowing night the youngeſt of the three would 
have a Viſion and Revelation, 

The King being very glid of this advertiſement, 
prayed them to put their »ff.irs in ſo good order, 
that they might not looſc that opportunity, where- 
2Þpon theſe knaviſh Philoſophers put on their Prieftly 


-babirs,& having ſanctiſyed & purifyed him who was 
do ſet the viſion by perſume & holy waters & having 


made 
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made their invocations and Sacrifices, with 2 world 
of Ceremonies which they ſaid were neceſſary, th 
wraped him who was to divine, in the skins of tho 
beaſts that they had Sacrificed,- and having left him 
there alone ( for they told the King that it was cot 
venient ſo to do) they went to reſt themſelves, haye- 
ing firſt aſſured the King, that the next morning he 
ſhould have Jatelligence of ſome hidden Treaſure; 
the King being ſo near ſeeing the experience of the 
Philoſophers promiſes, was ſo impatient chat, that 
night ſeemed to be a Whole year, thinking the day ne. 
ver come ſoon enough, to make proof of the truth or 
falſehood of theſe three Brothers, So that as ſoon ws 
day bit ak he went to the Philoſophers lodgings, who 
making him believe that they were in conremplatian 
and prayer, did not ſtir un' ill ſuch time as the King 
entring their Chamber, asked how the matter went; 
whereupon theſe Raſcalls feigning to be awaked from 
a deep ſlecp, made their obeyſance to him, ſaying that 
it would nt be long defore the Dreamer would 
come out, Whom they muſt attend fo that they nor 
no other perſons might enter into the place where he 
was. And thereupan ſon after tha Drexmer came 
forth from his Chamber, cloathed in his Prieſtſy hi. 
bilimenis requilire for the vifions he was ro fee. On 
a ſudden the Philoſophers pro'trated themſelves on 
their knees before him; 29 viſing the King to dothe 
ſame, (ſaying that this honour appertained to thoſe 
who had been all the night in the counſel of the Gods 
ſo that they were made participarors of the divinity 
of thoſe Gods with whom they had comunicared, & 
then after that the Dreamer had cauſed himſelf to be 
adored for ſome certaine time, he made a (ign with ui 
band that his Prieſtly habits ſhould be taken off &his 
owt 
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eun put on; then being dreſſed in his uſuall Clothes 


he ſaid ro the King Sif, | bring yon good news by the 
Revelation of the God Pluto, who hath power over 
all the Treaſures that are out of the power & man- 
mgeweut of men. I therefore tell you that this night 
Thave ſeen-a Veſſel of earth full of Gold, in a place 


. without the City and yet very near the ſame, which 


ws hidden there many a hundred year ſince; the 
place is without the Eaſtern Gate, 333. paces from 
the City wals, in a direct line againſt the Sun-riling, 
ſo that with the help of an Aftraloble I can eaſily 
ſhew you the place where the Treaſure. lies: And be- 
cauſe according to the Revelation which I have had, 
this Treaſure is to be diſcovered at fix of the Clock 
inthe morning let us readily pray to God Pluto for to 
find us upon the place at the hower he hath appointed 
Aſſoring you Sir, ihat ſince we find Treaſure without 
the City, that we may very well expect to find grea - 
ter abundance within it. The King being joy full to 
hear what this Dreamer had ſaid, de ſired the company 
to teturn thanks to God Pluto, according to the w 
ſua] Ceremonies, and that he would not fail at the 
hour appointed, to be at the plice where the Gold 
Was hidden, ſaying that he would be there himſelf, to 
ſee the iſſue of the beſine(s, this the Philoſophers ap- 
proved of that the King finding what they had ſaid 


| Was true, thould put the more confidence in them, to 


believe what elſe they ſhould acquaint him with, fo 
tut by this means they might eXecute what they had 
tended. Having returned thanks according to their 


* Ceremonies they meunted on horſeback to follow the 


King and priacipal @onrticrs, and they weni to- 
Watds that gate without wch thePhileſopher had ſaid 
the treaſure was hidden acording to his relation when 
flley were come thither, the dreaming Philoſopher 
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tooke an Aflralobe and a Qadrant to find out the 
full caſt, where he was to proceed and to meaſutè 
Geometrically, the Paces between the Wals and the 


place where, the Treaſure was to be. And having. 


dilligently meaſured it, he aſſured the wy and thy 
Corapany chat in that very place the Treaſure was; 
and then having invozked the Grd. Pluto, he cauſed 


them 10 dig with freſh aſſurance that it was the right | 


place, The King longing to fee the truth of this afs 
fair, commarided to dig wi h al diligence, carefully 
obſerving what ehe Pjoncers did do: But tt was net 
long befere the Pionecr: did diſcover the Veſſel which, 
the King ſeeing, he himſelt would rake it up to ſee 
what was Mic; and finding it to be juſt as the Phi-. 
loſopher had ſaid, he returned towards the Caſtle 
very well ſatisfied, honovring and treating the Philo- 
{ophers with all kindne!'s ; hoping by their means te 
be Mafter of a world of Gold. And after he had gi 
ven them great preſents, he enquired when they might 
have mother Revelation? to this they anſwered that 


they mutt be governed by the Moog, and that they, 


mutt wait untill another change of the Moon, becaule 
the aſpects of the Moon and Sun, which was requi- 
fire. on4his occaſion, happened but once in a moneth, 
aſſur ig the King that they we nld adverriſe him when 
the time {ſhould come, who in expect ion chercof 
indexvoured to hour and pleaſure them in all that 
he could. In fine, the encrealting of the Moon come- 
ing they acquainted the King that the following night 


there would be a vilion, which th: midlemoſt of the 


three was to be concerned in, and therefore havinſ 
pertormed their ordinary ſacrifice, and obſerved the 
ſame order that I have before related to you. 


next 
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un day the King coming to them, the Dreamer ſaid 
him Sie, I have good news, for this day we ſhall 
fad in che Gjuy twice as. mach Gold as we found 
le other dey; and Maving remarked the place where, 
the Tres ure was to be, and found it out hy means of 
the Aſtralobe and the Quadrant, and having uſed 
the uſual Ceremonies, they began to dig neer the 
Temple in that place where the Philoſophers had bu- 
neil the two other Veſſels, having placed one much 
deeper than the other; alſo the Dreamer had told that 
the Treaſure which he had ſcen was contained in two 
Veſſels of Meitle whereof the one was richer than 
theother, and that the richeſt would be the deepeſt 
in ide ground, wherefore after they had for ſome 
tive digged they began to diſcover the br zen Veſſel, 
1nd following their work as the Philoſopher dite cted 
they alſo found the Veſſel of Silver, both which were 
filed with Gold. This did ſe encreaſcithe affection 
ofKing Philarenm towards ibeſe Raſcally - Philoſo- 
phers, that he did nothing without their advice and 
counſell, and had them always in his Company 
anmanding that they fhould be honoured as he 
baſelf was. 1 7 | 
And now was he in great expeRation to ſee the ef- 
eas of the third Philoſophers viſion, which was to 
ben the third Moon, and cu the other (ide the Philo- 
lophers thought of nothing mere but the means how 
they ſhould performe their premiſe, which they had 
made. to King Nicho mac hus; acording to which de- 
hgn they went one moraing early to the King, to 
whom they with cheerful Tountenances told that 
the Moon was diſpoſed for the viſion, ſo that the fol- 
loning night they Huld havo the thicd Reveladien 
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whichiwould concern the' moſt antient of the three 
Philarchus being very joyful at this news command 
ed that all things requiſite for their Saerifice, ſhould 
be provided: And now uling greater 'Ceremonie 
then ordinary, as the uge of the perſon required, at 
their dclire every one departed expecting what the 
Dreaming Philoſopher would ſay the next morning 
after the Sun wes up the three Philoſophers went i 
the Kings lodgings, the Dreamer being in the middle 
whither being come, he with ſmiling*countenane 
faid. Sir, g ve me your hand, for | bring you the bel 

news you bave had chis long time; know then that ii 
the Citty,Hiot far from hence there is a Treaſure theet 
times 2 as that which we have already found, 
and the Veſſels that costa it are much more tich 
than the others: true it is that there will be ſome 
"difficulty to come at ir, for Plato ſeeing the greatnely 
of the Tresſure, hath placed it very deep in the cart 
yet thatſhall be bat lierle hindrance,” for finceitis 
diſeoveredd it will be free. 

The place chere the Treaſure it poſited, is ſix hun. 
d red pute s from the Palace, C you may take notit 
that theſe Raſcalls had taken the 3 
meaſure the fliſtance which was between the C 
and the Pallace ) directiy towards the South, which 
was the very place where the Columns ſtood. The 
King hearing this news Wit very well pleaſed,'und 
preſſed the Phil oſophers to make haſt and find out the 
place; whereupon he went secompanied with diverk 
Princes and Lords. where being come the Dreamily 
Philaſopher began ro Calculate the diftance of th} 
place by the Aftralobe and haviag marked bi 
Qundrant the exact place of the laſt pace, it | 


, 


— 
r , . 


10 


the ſeven wiſe «Maſters of Rome. 240 
edo be exact y in the midft of the Pedeſtal, and of 
the Baſe of the Columne, and havisg meaſured and 
alculated very exactly, he affi-med that the treaſure 
s placed directly under the Columne. A 
«Philarchas ſeeing this began to de (uſpitions, ſo 
thar he looked as White 35 a Clour, appearing ts be 
more like 2 Ghoſt than a livirg man, bur (pake cleer- 
that he would not by ro means ſuffer any digging 
Mer the Columne chaoſing rather to bewithout the 
zold&loſe all that he already had rather than haz rd 
the wiraculou Column:,wch might truly be ſaid to be 
the Columne ard prop to the Kingdome of Rhodes z 
to this the Antient Philoſopher anſwered, that truly 
would be great imprudence to hazard ſo rich and 
Þ excellent a trezfure- as the Columng was, which 
ſurpaſſed and «xceeded all the treaſuers in the world; 
ad that only to gii2 another leſſer treaſure which 
ws hidden in the earth, but if fo great a treaſure 
might be attained as chat which was hidden without: 
nageing the. miraculovs Columvne , that then it 
. world be indiſeretion to let it alone there. I dare un- 
l \ e (aid he, and „ M Iv others 10 keep th is Co: 
dame with Timber which 1 will place round about 
it, Which all ſupport it as formerly, that it Mall 
n to damage it, and theſe Engines ſhall he 
to rong, and ſo orderly placed, that you may dig 
under the fc undation as much as you will, without 
e leaft prejudice in the werld, and when the irca- 
fare is taken from underneath it, a new and better 
Jonadation may be laid, then that which is there now, 
whereby the miraculous Columne may perpetually 
(for pc 
Ki lere hu hearing this, began to confader , 
lu being fill fearful of n his rich Sd. 
| | Bag 
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but withal very deſirous to have the treaſure which 
he certainly believed was underneath ; wherefore he 
deſired the Philoſopher to make 2 caſe for the &. 
lumne, as foon as poſſibly he could, and to pre- 
vide the other Engines to ſupport it according 


to] his beſt , skill ſaying that as he found the 


Engines to be ſtrong, he would confider 
whether he would have any Artem under the C 
lumne or not. The Philoſepher who deſired no more, 
being very glad that they had brought the King to 
this point, in very cheerful manner told him, ſo Sir be 

' confident of this, that the Engin which we ſhal make, 
all be ſo ſtrong that they ſhall be nor only capable 
of ſuſtaining the miraculons Columne, but ſufficient to 
ſuppert a Tower, ſo that all the digging that ſhall be 
uſed under it, ſhall not move it, but it ſhall remain 2 
firm as if fixt on x ſore foundation; and thereupon 
they made an Engine of wood to be as 4 caſe to the 
Columne, ſo that nothing could harm or touch it, 
this being done as the Pyoncers wrought, theſe Phi- 
loſophers were very curious that the Columne ſhould 
ſuffer no prejudice by duſt, and the better to preſerve 
ir, they covered that and the four Animals which 
ſerved as ſupporters with claathes, and they fil. 
led all the void places between the Cafe and 
the Columne with wool ; but theſe Traitors pri- 
yately mixed Pitch and Tarre, not permitting ally 
to have a band in this pretended preſervation ef the 
Columne; und that for fear that their treaſon ſhould 
be diſcovered ; after this was done they deſired the 
King and ſeveral Engineers to take a. view of he 
Engines they had made to ſupport the Colunne ; and 
this view Peing made, it was agreed on al hands that 
| t with ſafety dig under the Colpmne; 
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whereupon the King was well pleaſed and contented, 
aud commanded that without any delay they. fhonld, 
proceed to digging ; then the Pyoneers began, but 

Although they d gged all day, yet they found no: hing, 
ny, they continue d their werk for part of the night, 
which the Phviloſopher ſeeing, he pretended to. mea: 
ſare and calculate with his Aſtrale be, and having been 
diligent in bis caltulation, he told the King that the 
yea di e was ver as deep agen inthe ground as they 
had digged ; and theretore it would be convenient to 
deferre the digging untill the next morning, aſſuring 
him, that he thovuld then ſee great matters. 

Upon his promiſe the King retired, very deſirous 
to ſee this great trezſure diſcovered, certainly believe. 
ing that i: would be very great; conſider ing that 
which had been already found out, and which in con- 
cluſion was too great for him, for inſtead of a trea · 
ſare which he thought to finde, he loſt that wch was 
of more v2iue than all the ireaſures in the World. 

The Philoſophers having made proviſion of all 
things neceſſary for the finithing their treaſon, and 

being aſſured of a Friggit, they went about mid- 
night, when all the world were aſleep, to the place 
where the Columns ſtood, and having anointed and 
be0aubed the cale and wooden Engine, and all the 
Materials about the Columne with Oyl, Greaſe, and 
other ingredients fir to take fire, they put a barrel of 
Puch, Sulpher and other Materials juft underneath 
the Colamne, and having (et fire to it, ona ſuddain 
it made a terrible execution, 


The Philoſophers ſeeing this, and finding all things 
ould 
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hey had no more to do at Rhodes, they embarqued 
thewwſelves in their Friggat, where they had pri- 
vately conveyed not only their Gold and Silver, but 
alſo ſeveral rich things which they had of the Kings, 
which they eaſily procured, as having liberty to take 
any thing they had a mind to without any contra 
0 


dictton, fer ſo the King had commanded, and the 
Mariners plyed their Oars ſo luftily, that by the nex; 
morning they had left the fight of Rhodes, in which 
there was'a great uproar , for theſe Traitors had pla. 
ced ſo much wood about the Coluwmne,under pretence 
of ſecuring it, that it cauſed ſo great i fire, that it got 
only conſumed the Columne which was their prin- 
cipal: deſign ; but alſo the Arch of Marble under 
which the Colamne was placed, at the fall of which 
there was ſo great anoiſe as if the whole Pallace oſ 
King Philarc hus had fallen into ruin; at the noiſe of 
which all the People did run to ſee what was the mit 
ter, and ſo did the King too : who now too late ſaw 
his Covetuouſneſs, but however he commanded ſeve · 


tal things to be done: to ſee if theColwm might be pte · 


ſerved, but all his endeavours were ine ffectual, for not 
only the Arch but the Colam were both wholy ruined, 
+. The people perceiving this, mary of them ran 
with violence te tlie lodging of the Philoſophers, and 
there they underſtood that they were gone, and had 
carried much of the Kings treaſure with them ; and 
then their ſuſpition was cleered that all this ruia came 
by the only treaſog of the Philoſophers ; who being 
arrived at Cyprus were welcomed by King Nichome 
obur, who gave them muck treaſure in recompenceof 
melt good fervice, whereby they had empoured hip 
10 be revenged on King Philarcbus. 
ln the mean time the poor Roden were je. 
«Ms A 
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much troubled, that they were deprived of that which 


ſerved for a defence, not enly to the Citty of Rhodes, 
bat to all the Iſland; and it was not long before 


their ſorrow was increaſed, by means of King Ni- 
thomachns, who having privatly raiſed great Forces, 
and obtained the alliance and friendmip of divers 
Princes of Natolia, who were troubled at the pow- 
er of the Rhodians their Neighbours z fell upon the 
lle of Rhodes being unprovided, and ſo well preſecu- 
red their intentions, that they took the Citty, and 
King Philarsbus had hardly the liberty to avoid ihe 
fury of the war, who from being a powerful Prince, 
was reduced to the nece ty to turn Schoolmaſter, & 
reach publickly in the Iſle of Matolin. the 
And thus as the unextingaifhable fire which was of 
ſo great commodity t the poor Rhodsans, was put 


out by the ſottiſhneſs of a Schollar , ſo the Citty of 


Rhodes was taken and pillaged by the cunning ma- 
chinations of the Philoſophers, and the King of that 
IN;nd forced ro confine himſe!f as à baniſhed man, into 
an Iſland, there to ſpend the remainder of his miſe- 
table life. | | 

Te apply this Hiſtory to the preſent occaſion, I am 
fearful that the ſame calamnities may befall you, ſinee 
the experience is already begun ar Rome z where 1 
may truly ſay theſe 2 marvails were- For I dare boaft 
my ſelf to have been that fice and burning lamp of 
honor, which the Ladies and Damſcls of Rowe owe 
mto their hazbands, ſo that from me they might take 
eximple of their duty z but I may ſay this immortal 
ire of honor is extind, not only by the ſottifineſs, 
bat by the diſordinate appetite of = Schollar q 
who under pretence of being your Son, is 
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of my faith did make him ſuch reſiſtance, that he 
did not obtain his will epon me, yer however the in- 
famy ſtill remains imprinted in the minds of all men 
confidering the great delayes which from day to day 
you make to avold the execution of that juſt ſentence 


which yo have given againſt him, The conſideration 


of which doch much treable me, more ou: of reſped 
to you than my (elf, bnt my heart is ready to burſt to 
ſee the cunning contrivances that are uſed to ruin apd 
deſtroy this moſt firm and ſtrong Columne which 
has ſerved as. 2 faicgia'd bath to Reme and 
all the Empire; being ſo cleer that by its brightneſs 
it hath fruſtrated all he deſigns and crrerpeines of 
thoſe who deſign. to raiſe arms againſt the Empire, 
This Sir is your prudence wherein formerly every 
one might [ce as in 2 looking glas, that which con. 
cern'd the repoſe of all in general, fo iat being in its 
luſter, and ſtanding on its foundation, there is nothi 

that can prejudice ihe eſtate of the Empire; raf 
which I (ce ſcveral treaſuns defigned, not by three, 
but hy ſeven, who have the title of Philoſophers, ha- 
ving abandoned themſ-'ves to al vices, only tending 
to me deliverance of E£:aſizs, that he may take poſ- 
ſeſſi n of the Ecapire b-tore his time 4 by meant of 
their curſed and pernicious Coun'e 5, to deprive you 
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they endeavour .to, undermine it by the various ſubtle 
nl on fire as the other 


pliſhing their ends ; fer they have already cauſed you 
to doubt of that truth which hath appeared before 
; | | your 
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jour eyes: wherefore Sir while you have yet time 
n the eyes of your underſtanding, and do not 
petmit the alſe and indirect inventions add machina- 
tions of theſe Traytots, to bereave us with our ho. 
nor (which already is much ſhaken) both of our E. 
ſures and lives. | 
Theſe complaints of the Empreſs were ſpoken 
with ſo much carneftneſs, that ihe Emperour con- 
etired that all the good advertiſements which the 
Philoſophers gave him, were to no other purgoſe but 
todeceire him, ſo that he preſently commanded that 
they ſhould be committed to priſon, promiling the 
Empreſs that the next day ſhould not paſs, but ſhe 
ſhould ſee hey ſelf revenged both of Eras and the 
Philoſophers, and that he did not doubt but that the 
s were Traitors as ſhe had wiſely diſco- 
yeted.. The Empreſs being very well contented ap ; 
eared more pleaſant than uſual, and lay that night 
with the Emperour, only waiting for the hour , 
wherein hee wicked und peryerſe defires ſhould be ac- 
complifhed by the death of her Son in law, & the in- 
nocent Philoſophers. 
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The Philoſopher Lencus perſwadeth the Emperour 1 | 
leave the cauſe of Prince Eraſtus to the — bY: 


4 Letter which he writ to him, demonſtrating the 
8 danger of bring guided in any Import unate oils 2 
the counſel of a Woman ; and this he made out by th 

Aiſcourſe of a Phiſitiariof Milain. Who having bff 


his only Sen by the inducement of his Wife , wha | 
= bindred him from grving to the Child in 4 uit 
diAempex ſomething which the Child demandedand | 
which the Phiſuians had not forbidden, after find 


" int by experiance that the Child b a certain 
inflinct asked for that which would have cured 


ewr;ofdeſ pair, hefirfi billed bis wife, and then nf 


by N 'purſuarce of the Emperours cemmmand, the 
phere, who were chained and feitered, and put every 
fuffcr death the next day after the execution 


of the Prince Er afus, which was to be per» 
formed. in the narning, according to the former 


lid likewiſe diſcourſe after this manner; ſo that 
he heard of it, which did not ſo much trouble 
him, as the Detenſion of his feven Mafters who 
were bis faithful Advocates, ſo that he could not for- 


bear manifeſting by evident ſigns the great an 
N thi 


1 Guard immedistiy ſeized on the ſeven Philoſo 


one in 2 ſcveral Priſon, that they might not conferre 
with one another, and they were told that they muſt 


fentence. Thoſe we had he euſtody of the Prince | 
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that he was ing and being reduced to a kind of deſ- 
pair, he was upon the point of breaking lilence, not 
valuing his own life, ſo as chereby his Maſters might 
«ape ard he diſcharged ; yer conizdering the neceſ- 


lity of the Cæleſtial influences, againſt which it was 
| impeflible for man to reliſt, and be ieving that accord- 


Ig ee the diſpußitions of the Heavens, thar not only 
| his own life but his Maſters conſiſted in his ſeven 
I Gayes lilence, ſix whereof were already paſſed, he 
© therefore retolved not to ſpeak, aſſuring him le ſ upon 
the great wiſdom of his Matters, who. would not fail 
to linde ſome means to Ray the execution of the ſen. 
| fence alchough they were impriſoned, In hopes of 


this although there was but little probability; be en- 


deavoured to comfort himſclf. The Philoſophers on 
their parts were as much troubled, being out of hope 
of life, which did not ſo mach trouble them, us that 
they had no way to defend the poor innocent Eraftns. 
Bat above all the Philoſopher Lencws, whoſe turn 
it was to defend the Prince Eraftus the ſeventh day, 
\ he Was mach croubled, for he had prepared ſo pa- 
theticall an Oration, that although the Emperour 
thould be never ſo obſtinate, yet he aſſured himſelf by 
his Oratien to move the Senate and People to take 
the young Prince out of Priſon and ſecure him for 
ſome time, till the Empereors anger ſhould be aver. 
Bat ov he being ſecured in a Priſon where his Ora- 
tion would be to little purpoſe he was ſo dejected 
that he was alt oſt ont of his wits z yet however he 
lia in tend to do his utmoſſ for his young Maſter, and 
in regard he had not the conveniency of ſpeaking, he 
reſolyed i write to the Emperour, and having Pen, 


ak and Paper, he chus began, 
1 Y To 
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O the Emperoxr Diocleſian, one of his ſaithful 
' - Counſellors ſendeth greeting; The duty which 
oblieges all men to ſerve each other, and the truth of 
which | b. us always made profeſſion, together with the 
ry y which I owe ta my ſoveraign Lord and Prince, 
ath conſtrained meSir, to declars to you by Writing, 
that which with a good will I ſhould have ſpoben by ward 
of mouth: The matter being of ſach importance, that 
your honottr and reputation and quiet of the Empire di. 
pendeth thereon ©; you being eſlablifhed in the Govern- 
ment thereof, ought not only to give audience to theſe 
whe demand it but it is alſo convenient for you to change 
your mind, when it is contradicted by reaſon , for that 
man who hath the mannagement of publique affairs, 
ought not to be ſtiſfe in his opinion but to alter his mind 
as often, as to the publique good it ſhall appear to be 
neceſſary , and if heought to be thus obſervant in of- 
fairs of ſmall importance, bow much more is an En. 
perour engaged in greay affairs, nay in theſe wherein 
conſiſi the [afety or ruin of the Empire; and 1 queſinn 
not hut yon will do ſo, provided you will lay aſide your 
palſen which every Magiſtrate ought todo ; and hatt 
patience to read what | now write unto you, wot for my 
particular intereſt but out of reſpett to your ſelf who 
are my Soveraign Prince, and for the conſequemy 
which may bappen to the Empire, the repoſe and geed 
woereof entirely dependi wuportithat which is now i 
gueition ; for as inflic caxſerh Com. nan wealth and 
Empires to encræaſe, ſo ontlis contrary where iniquith' 
and inordinate affetions reign & where juſtice is wat 
ting, All things go from bad to worſe, Andcof this we 
every day ſee a world of exptriences which are manifeſ 
enough to us al; and we are ſure that there is no — 
| nar 
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nerchy wor Empire ſo\firmly fixed, out injuſtice in ſhort 
n which pt are breaft of a great E- 
15 produceth moſt daugerous fruits and ffect; : Now 
no perſon is more remarkable than am En perour; and if 
biftories which have made ſe great mater of the ſeverity 


\ of Br uu. & | orquaru+, who are ſo m-morablt for their 


ernelty although when they put t heir Child: en to death 
it was for violating the Laws. With what nfamy then 


mil the Emperour Diocleſian be noted for putting ta 


drath his only Son without hearing any thing in bis de- 
fence, which us a thing contrary to all Laws and ordi- 
nances, bumane and divine ; for there is ne Nation ſo 
Barbar 016, to execute aCriminall without giving him 4 
competent time to Fuſtific himſelf. 

Alu rhem poſſible that the Emperour Diocleſian who 
bath always been eſtecmed a juſt Prince, and an obſer- 


' ver of right ſbal now introduce a cuſtom ſo inhumane 


andcruel as this. F the authority of the Senate doth 
not at all meve you, or if jau doubt that Prince Eraſtus 
ful 1. while you procucd orderly, are not your Pri- 
ſons enengh, and well guarded with Solduars, is 
there ary Senators Prince or Barren, to whom you have 
buen pleaſed to ſpeck, of this aff air, who bath not endea- 
ved to divert yeu from ti is bay execution, and none 
hefiens jeu therein but the vinemens regt. of a woman. 
by whe « connſel a Roman Emperono can get noitbing 
but blamns, bet the Counſel be never ſo geed;, and ther 


fore what infamy will you procure to your ſeif 16 uſe 


centrary 10 all reaſon, ſo great cruchy at the only per- 


# [Paſien) of a m Know Sir, that women ard made 


is ſer ve Mew, and not to counſel them and he who 51 ab- 
lately governed by their counſci ſha in the end to bis 
detiags repent thereof j for although a woman is deſire- 
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ons to give gtd connſel, yet the imbacility of the ſex 

canſes their counſel alwayes to happen ro the worſf a3 u 

bung ſines it happened to a Phyſitian i which ſterj bi 
pleaſed to read. | 
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It is not long ſince thet at Milla there wu! 
Phyfitjan named Polictetus in very great eſteem of 
all, as wel! by reaſon of his wealth , as for the opini- 
on Which every one had of his knowledge; ſo that ke 
was eſteemed the principal and moft famous Phy- 
ſitian of ¶ Millain, and indeed he deſerved this title, 
having per formed many almoſt incredible Cures. 

This Phyſitian had for wife a Damſel of 2Millain 


named Flaminia who was one of the principal fami- 


lies of thar City, by whom he had ene only Son, and 
no other Children. But although nature had been 
niggirdly in giving him but one, yet in recompence 
ſhe waz very ſiberal, having tormed this Child ſo fait 
and of ſo gentle a ſpirit that it was pleaſant to behold 
him, for being but ſeaven years of age, he gave hopes 
not onely to his Father and Mother, but alſo to a 
that beheld him, that in time he would be a great 
perſonage and of reputation; far which crufe his 


Father loved him more then his own life and cauſed 
him to be inſtructed and exerciſed in all exerciſcs, u 


© "welt of the body as the mind, proper and convenient 
for that age; finding him very well diſpoſed to Sci- 
ences, well formed in his body, ſtrong in his mem- 
bers as having never been ſicx. 

It happened when he was nine years old, he fell in- 
to a diftemper which in the beginning ſeemed to be 


{malt , which his father ſecing would take the _ 
0 
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e | of other Phyſitians, although be himſelf was eſteemed 
t | ihe firſt; fer fe: r his affection in his own caſe ſhoujd 
e | deceive him. Having therefore brought two of the 
moſt experienced Phyfitians of Miilain to his houſe 
he recomended his Son to them; however he himſelf 
took notice of what they ordered. This diſcaſe of 
| | the Child which at the firſt was (mal and flight, did 
f daily increaſe ſo that inftead of diminifhing, by means 
of the remedies, which were given yet he every day 
t | grewworlſe and worſe, and thus it continued for a 
- | moneths time; all which time the Phyfitians did all 
» | that was poſſible according to Art, for the health of 
the Child, without perceiving any amendment but on 
+ | the contrary he was the worſe for every thing they 
gave him: The poor father was almoſt deſperate and 
| |. fowere the Phyſitians, wfio now reſolved to give him 
no more Medecines, but only to comfort and foriify 
nature by reftoratives, that he might live 25 logg as 
be could, being out of hopes of reſtoring him to his 
former health; the Child finding hicaſe If as ſick as 
dis heart could held, deſired them to give him a whire 
| Onion to eat; to this the Phyſitians would not con- 
ſent, in regard an Onion is coxtrarj to a feavour, 
| and yet all the while the diſeaſe encrtaſed ſo much 
| the moredid the Child cry out for an Onion, ſay- 
itz if hey would not give him à white Onion he 
ould dye. 

The Phylitians ſeeing there was no other reme- 
dy for him agreed that he ſhould have an Onion, 
{ more to content him then any —_ elſa, ſay- 

ing that, that could net do him muck prejudice 


- = = 
7 


\ | conlidering the violence of his diſtemper; and 
having ſent for a white Onion to give him, the 2 
* 0 
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another came into the Chamber, who ſeeing them 7 
bout to give him an Onion, fell into the greateſt pal. 
ſion in the world; ſaying that this was to kill her 
Child, and that fhe could not endure it to be a Mar: 
dreſs ot her vwn blood, and (he made ſuch a noiſe to 
her hus band, and the other Phiſitians, that the Onion 
was not given to the Child, whereupon the Child 
took 1tio to heart, that he d id not languiſh long be- 
fore he dyed, {lill even to death crying out after his 
Onion. 

The Father and M-ther werc as much grieved u 
can be imagined, having no other Child, but this 
wherein was all their comfort, and being ont of hopes 
of having any more, after the death of the Child, 
the Paſitans were deſirous to open thebody, at this 
the Father was was well contented, being defireus to 
know the cauſe of that diſtemper, which no Phiſick 
had power to cure, he being then opened, there was 
found on the bottom of his ſtomzch, neer tg his 
heart, a peice of Ice hard as Chriſtal, at which they 
were all aſtoniſhed, to ſee water thus congealed in 1 
hum zin body, and they all agreed that there was no 
coring of him, but by things proper to deſolve the. 
Chrittol ; and that the Child dyed for want of ſuch. 
Remedies, the poor Father who alwayes had his 
Son before his eyes, in reſpect of the great love he 
had for him, that he might have ſome mark and token 
cauſed this Chriſtal io be enchaſed in the haft ofa 


knife, which he uſuilly carryed about him uponally |' 


occafions, and when he drew it, he alwayes kiſſed rhe 
Chriftai in memory of his Sen ; and thus it paſſed 
for a whole year, but on that very day twelve moneth 


that his ſon dyed ( whether by chance or that Ne- 


| 
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ture was willing to ſhew the ꝑreatneſs of its ſecrets) 
this Phifitian being at the Table, had a mind to eat 
1 White Onion, one being brought him he: cut it in 
topeices wich his knife, and having taſted a flice or 
too, he asked ſor drink, and let his knife fall on part 
of the Onion that was on the Table, but he had no 
ſooner drank, whes going to take his knife, he found 
it without a haft, for the Chriſtal that was fixed 
thereon was diſſolved, and diligemly ſearching the 


cauſe, he knew that the vertue ot the Onion had de- 


ſolved the Chriſtal into water; wherefore being a 
wiſe man, he conjectured that his Son by a ſecret in- 


ſlirct of Natute, was ſo jmportunate before he dyed. 


to have a white Onion, as being the ſole remedy, and 
only expedient for his diſcaſe, ſo that underſtanding 
that he had cauſed the death of his only Son, by de- 
nying him an Onion, only at the pertwations of a 


woman, contrary to the directions of him, and the, 


other Phiſitians, he took his kniſe in one. hand, and 
the peice of the Onion in the other, ſayidg with ſighs 
ind tears, Ah poor and unfortunate Father, you now 
ſee the great evil, which you liive cauſed , this day 


it is juſt tele moneths, that by my own fault I loſt 
my only Son, and that / might know my mis fortune, 


the Heavens have this day made me ſee it 5 who will 


not blame my ſottiſhneſs, knowing that l have cauſed 


the death of my only Son, by following the di- 
tections of a fooliſh and diſtrzcted woman. Now I 


. but too late, that Nature ſhewed her ſelf as 


untiful in preſerving may Son, as ſhe was liberal in 
beftowing him upon me; beb old the lign, behold the 
Chriftal difſolyed, by vertue of the white Onion 
Which my poor Child ſo often defired to have, but 
| it 
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in vain; whereat Nature being angty, hath made me 
vncderſtand and know to take ſuch vengratice of me 
2s I deſerve; and te ſerve for a perpetual example 
to all men, not to give credit to the ſotteries & malig- 
nit ies of their wives; my Son being dead, who other-. 
wiſe by the courſe of Nature might have lived long, 
ſhall 1 live ? / who have cauſcd his death ? It hall not 
be fo, | cannot endure my ſelf, ſuch a miſchief ſhall, 
not go unpuniſhed, and on a ſudain, when he had ſpo- 
ken thus, he thruft the knife which he held into his 
wives breajt, a: d ;hen did as much to himſelf; and 
that with ſuch quickneſs, that thuſe Who were pre- 
ſent, and who melted in tears, thus to hear the poor 
Father complain, did not mind him, and much leſs 
had the means to hinder what he did. boſe, 
This was the end of poor Polectetus, who te his 
reat prejudice found the danger of being governed 
A the counſc} of a womar ; tor if the counſel of 4 
woman be bad, when ſhe thinks to-do well, as it was 
with the poor Flaminia, what is it then when ſhe is 
moved with rage and fury. | 
, Themcans which the Empreſs uſes upon this. 2c. 
count I ſh1B let pals, becauſe Sir your Maj-!ty is deſt 
acquainted therewith: but] dare ſay and affirm, that 
it you ſuffer your (elf to be over ruled by her, and 
cauſe your vn to dye, without well conſidering of 
the matter, I doubt not but it will happen to you, 2 
ir did to Polictetus, and it may be worſe, and yet 1 
do not corciude that Prince Eraſtus ovght net to 
ſuffer death, if what he ' is accuſed of be found 10 
be true, and that the Philoſophers eſcape death | 
who inſtead of inſtructing him in vertuous 
and good learning; have rendred him, ſo 1 
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| | nod given to ſenſaallity. Yet however I once again 
ue, chat in this point you do not depend upon the 
ſale words of a woman, nor to thoſe who on this oC- 
 tafion are trabſpyried with paffion, as you your ſelf 
are, for ihe Wrong you think you have received; 
which if.it ſhould be irve there ſhould be no torment 
not pain how great ſoever, which ſhould nat be 
<apght li L., in.compariſen to ſuch an exceſs ; But 
all thoſe who knuw and ave acquainted with the v:B 
\ | raes, and gie it continence of young Prince Eraſtns, 
uc another mind, And therefore got only tocon- 
| teat your mind, as belongs to ſo great a Prince ac yon 
| us, I pray, Exhert, and Counſel you to leave this 
fair to the Senate. And in caſe Prince Fraſtus be 
toand guilty of the fact, that he dye miſerably by che 
as of juſtice, and wich him the ſeven Philoſephers, 
| | who have inſtructed him ſo wickedly ; and on the 
| | contrary if he be found Innocent, that his Innocence 
be not oppreſſed. And do nut think Sir, that I ſay this 
| prolong this cauſc, and by this means cſcape death, 
or | one ſy deſite three days times for the Philefo- 
*phers ; in which time'if they do not cleerly make a 
Fear the Innocence of your Son, and if he himſeſf do 
| not Juflifie hiusſelt wi hin thu time, that he be put 
| | todeatb, and wich him the ſeven Philoſophers, begin- 
| ning with me Lincu, who have writ this preſent 
Leiter; not having at the beginning put the name of 
| | dim who ſent it, left ( conſidering the great hatred 
| you beir to us ) you ſhould refuſe to read it, ſeeing 
| © itdireQed by one of us; & therefore wonder not Bir, 
| 
| 
5 
| 


a. what ] ſend you word, that your ſon ſhall Juſtifie 

himſelf , for the cunſe of his not ſpeaking lutherta 

comes not by any natural * whieh he hath, nei⸗ 
bs | 
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- ther is itzoecafion'd by the accident for ch we are de- 
teyned, but it i cauſed by à certain great Miſtery &cſe. 
crer,whieh you ſhall underſtand frem him within two 
days it you have the patience to let him live ſo long: 
Praying the Gods that your life be long and happy. 
This i the Story or example which Lencus the Philoſe. 
-pher did write, and ſend in 4 Litter to the Emper- 
our, and as- I find n inthe Originals Italian and 
French ; hut others ſay it was an other Story, which 
Abu relate to you. | | 
A woman having buried her husband is reſolved to dye 
in his Uault and will therefore Say with bis body, 
Soldier ( wig is appointed to Watch a Rogues by- 
Ay, that wat hanged on a Gibbet) cores to the 
Vault 10 the woman, perſwadss ber to drink and ea, 
and enjeyes ber'y'in the mean time the ' Rogues 
is flolen from 4 Sibbet. The Souldier i 
®1rabted, being tod for lui neglect; be therefore &. 
ie mpia to ki him ſelf bat the woman binders him, 
& helf. te had ber hnsbands body where te Roguit 
as. © Us 
N Gentleman: of Rome who was bleſſed with v 
A large eſtate, had for his ſole heir, or Dꝛughter 
of an incomparable beauty and logeniou 
Soul, and having been careful! ro give her verivous 
education, the by chat 3 r ſo hondurable⸗ 
fame, that all the young men of quality in thoſe parts 
became her Saito ; — it beine impoſſible for het 


to be the lawful prize ſor them all, ſne at lengih was ſo 
importunatly courted by one, that he was eſpouſed to 


kim. He who was thus happy in her love & enjoment 
was a Gentleman, in whom nothing was — that 
Huld be required to make him accompliſht and ami. 
Able, eſpecially in ker eye, who loved him with equal 
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2rdJovurs, and theught of no fclicity, but in his futur! 
af: tions and Society, ſo that all men ( his envous. 
Rivals only « xcepred)'expeRed frem fo tare $3, Uni 
on, would proceed all mortal appineſs in perfection 
But obſerve the unconſiancy of hymane felicity, theſe 
two Lovers had not long enjoyed each other when 
fate (ſeldome long favourable to Lovers) Reps in 
20d. divides them, by the Eternal divorce of death; 
tranſlating the busbard into en other life, and leaving 
theWiddow almoft livelefs, for ſo had her grief made 


þ / her, and nothing kept her from ufirg violence on her 


ſelf, that ſhe might enjoy him in the Elxium ſhades 
but the defire of ſeeing him laid into his Tomb, With 
ſuch Funcrall Pomp and ſelemne obſequics, a were 
agreeable both ro her ſorrow and his quality; an 

12 affair being onec over, ſhe reſolved Fre” thould 
not be long ere her Spirit were remitted to his, to te- 
gain that content in the other World, which had been 
iſht from her in this; and to perfect this ⁊eſolution 
made rigorous. vow that ſhe would recee no nu - 
riſhmert to cominue her in this world, but by her ab- 
Ainerce haſten her to the other; & thus ſhe continued 


*&+ 


for ſome days & nights, notwithſtanding the impor- 


uit ies of ker relations, and the nece ſſities of nature 
urged her to comiſeraie & relicye her ſelf: And as if 
\this had not been ſufficiem to cxait her ſorrowes, ſhe 
es privately into the Vault where ber husbands bo- 
femained, &ſiting down on the damp earib, ſixt her 


ves god his Cofffn as the proper object of herdil- 


K his body to remain hanging inche aire that it 
kit ſerve for terrour 6c. exatple to all ethe crimi- 
8 2 gels 
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nals &that all ſpectitors might abhor his crimes8cleſt 


any ef the vilains relations or confederaters, ſhould 
take down the carcaſs by night z Proclamation was 
made to forbid ir, & 2 guard of Soldiers order'd te 
Watch it,with no leſs penalty than death, te thoſe that 
ſhould negleR their duty; Ge the night deing come, the 


Soldiers thinking one would be enough to watch the 


Gilles: they caft lots who ſhould perform that duty, 
while the others went to a Tavern hard by, to ſecure 


themſelvs from the cold, they being gone, our Sentinal 


appli d hienſelſ to perform his duty, but he finding it to 
be cold, & believing none would haz ird their lives to 
Ny the carcaſs of aRogue: he bethinks himſelf 
of ſhelter &teſt, &remembring that there was aſpaci- 
eus arch'd Vault, he retired thirher & being entred he 
ſaw a weak light, that was at ſome diſtance, wondring 
thereat but being confident and bold he went thither- 
_ wards &.perceivivg a woman in a mournful dreſs, but 
with a countenance far more mournful, ſiting on the 
ground & caſting her eyes upon a Coffin. He admires 
the obiect, ch indeed deſer vd admiration (being 28 
told you our defolate Matron) whe notwithſtanding 
all her forrow, did diſcover 2 certain charming lufire 
ſuch at is wont to ſtrike reſpec̃t & adoration into the 
hearts of the beholders, & cannot be concealed by the 
moſt alteririg diſguiſe of the greateſt paſſion. At ibis 
" Gght he was ſo amazed that he wanted not much of 
becoming aStatue: But he reſuming his courage, & be- 
ing abovu'to ſpeak to her, ſhe lifring up her eyes ſaw a 


man or Ghoſt ſtanding before her; & although at firſt 


ſhe was flartled, yet her grief & melancholly had not 
fodepriv'd of her courage, but that ſhe ſoon ſpake to 
him after this manner- Friend ſaid ſhe ( & certain 
ou can be no other to me who have no enemy bit 
: life ) have you any thing to ſay,if you have ſpeak: fre: 
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y ſor I amn not aſraĩd of the worſt news you can bring 
Fate hath ſhot the crueleſt of all irs ats o already, all 


mut are to follow will be but favourt, my miſery is al- 


- ready ſo great, that it cannot adrait of any addition. 

here (pointing ro the coffin) nere lies my heart dead 

cold as marble; & am only here to prepare ay, (elf 

tonttend that ſhade, who by this time expet᷑ts me; if 

4 _ coming hither was by chance, I pray be gone & 
lehre 


me the peace of this ſolitray place fit for mour- 


ners, there fore leſt you be — a Prophanation 3 
acr 


leave me io accomplith the facrifice my fidelity & vow 
oblige me to offer in this place; ſhe having uttered her 
ind the Soldier ſoberly replys: That no defign but 
chance had brought him thicker, that rhe (ſight of a wo- 
in at that time, & in that place & poſture had, caus d 


| his admiratĩon& eniſed a curioſity to ſatĩs fie, which he 


kad zpproached her, that if he had diſturbed her in a · 
ay thing, he beg d her pardon, that he coneeav d him- 
ſelf innocent of any offence to thoſe dead dodyes, he 
not in the leaſt purpoling to violate their Sepulchers ; 


Kxlaſtly, if his preſence were troublſome to her, he was 


ker ſeeing took her in his armes & bending her bady 


* 


. 


ready to depart, but withal he offer d all the ſurcor he 
was able te afford, vch though mean; yet he deſired 
her ty accept of, & if his life might be ſet v cable to her 
ſhe might freely command ic. The Matron obſerving 
the habit &ar mes of her viſitant, & perceiving him to 
be a Soldier, had ſpoken ſomewhat roughly to him & 
eupecded as rude an anſwer, but ſeeing him ſo courte- 
dos in his ſpeech & intending to give him thanks and 
diſmiſs him in order thereto aroſe, but her tongue & 
legs both failed her, and he ſuddenly ſank downin 2 


(wound, falling on her husbands Coffin which the Sol- - 


Pour d 2 little wine into her mouth which he had in 2 
/\ S 3 b atile te 
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to com fort his own Spirits, & now prov d very com- 
fortable to her, for in ſhort time ſhe gave ſome ligne 
of a recovery , he M., the effects of z litile Wing, 
and being uaproivded of any better Reſtauratives, a, 


gain made uſe of his bottle ; and forcing ſome more of - 


the Liquor down her throat it wrought ſo well & lui 
ſuch good effect: on her weak: body, that the opened 
her eyes, had the uſe of her legs ; but being ſtill weak 
ſhe to reſt them, ſat down upon her husbands Coffin, 
The Soldier ſeeing ihe ſucceſs of his endeavors, was 
glad that he had been ſo well accomodated with Li- 
quo; ind believing thai V ctuals would alſobe very 
neceſſary for flrepgrhning of his patient, and he being 
Provided of ſome which he had in bis Knapſack abou 
him, he thefefor takes it our, and in an humble man. 
ner and in as decent a poſture he offers it to her,intres- 
ting her to be ſo Charitable to her ſelf, as to refreſh 
her weak body with ſuch as he was: there furniſhed 
wihal; be ſecing ker ſomewhat aitentive to what he 
ſaid, uſed more arguments to perſwade her and al- 
though he was no Philoſopher or Oratour, Nor his 
bead ſo wel furnif}i'd wi h perſwarve arguments ashis 
Knzpſack-and botile had been of pi ovilion; yer the ef. 
fects of the wine and hs modeſt though homely diſ- 
courſe, did in the cad prevail with her 49 taſte of his 


homely v ctuals, & having enen moderately thereok, 


the aire of her corntenance was changed & her face 
ye had been ſo clondy u 25 now eleer, pleafanr, and 
cheerful: the man obſerving this alteration &belit vag 
it was neceſſary to uſe ſame arguments to bring her to 
2 true undertanding of her condition he therefors telt 
her that indeed ſorrow. was to be uſed for the decesſe 
of qur telx tions & igiends, yet it wis to be bounded & 
moderated by reaſon which if we: one laid aſide or 
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exceeded. we became like the. brute Beaſts ard 


indeed worſe being unnatural to our ſelves, without 
doing any good, or avtiling any thing to the bene Re 


ne dead; 28 to recalling them to. life agen, and 


tdiag and endangering our own, contrary to the 


1105 of Nature whereby every one is obleidged t » 


| deayour their preſervation as much as in them 


es, ind if ſhe had deſigned any thing again{} her 
Paik life ( as he doubted ſhe had) ſhe oughc inſtant; 


j to retract it, for as murder was the greate!? crimg 


umain nature could be guilty of, ſo much the mare 
trgnigal were they that ſhould be murderers of them · 
elves, and that it was ſo dereftable x crime ther it wi 
dangerous to preſume that heaven would be ſo mer- 
tifol at to ſatisfie it; and that it wis moſt certai 
the Ghoſf of her Husband could receive no ſatisfacti- 
on thereby, but be rather diſpleaſed, ſince if he loved 

et when living he could not allow of any violence 
the ſhould offer to her ſelf, but rather abhor che ſo- 
ciery of ſo great a Criminal. 4h 

Ihe woman hearing that her viſitant had done, te- 
plyed, that indeed his diſcourſes were true, but the 
had ſuch a ſubjeR of ſorrow, as was not to be par. 
ralled her loſs had been ſo great ihit although her 


'grief were ſo tos, yet ſhe rather deſerved pitty and 


excuſe, than to be reprehended or condemned, ang 
this ſhort ſpeech was accompanyed, not only wih a 
deludge of tears, but another fit of fainting 3 the man 


"of War and Phifick, for at this time he had acted the 
ide Phiſitian, ſeeing his Patient fo far from beigg 
(ured, that he feared a relapſe ; had immedintg te- 
courſe 


to his only Medicine the Antidote of the bor. 


le, and holding up her head with one hand, with the 


other he drencheth her with x conſiderable dols & 
| 8 + 1 
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the remaining licquor which was me ſooner in her 
ſtomach, but (he finding the warmth and vigour of 
ir, was at it were reannimated, the fountains: of her 
rears ſtopped, her forchead ſmoothed, and her face 
recue:d to her Native (weerneſs, and this laft ä 
did not only effect thus ſtrangeſy on her body, bi 
her minde alſo ſeemed to be perfectly reſtored to its 


antient mildneſs and tranquillity, for as iſ a new ſoul 


had been infuſed into her; the became the moſt affi- 


ble, complaiſant and cheerful Creature in the world, 


and indeed there was na t only a charge of humor, but 
alſo x perſect wetamor phoſis of her Perſon, that he 
ſeems not to be the ſame woman; for inſtead of « 
forrawful widdow which ſhe lately was, ſhe now ap. 
pears to be a moſt pleaſed and contented Bride, Her 
forehead ſeems to be ſmoothed, d.lated to & graceful 
largeneſs, and ſpread with 2 ſanguiue dye, Her eyes 
though little more than half open, yer ſparkling with 
luſtre, and their amiable whites turned upward, and 
yet by ſtealth caſting glances on her Viſitant (ſuch as 
dying perſons and lovers in the extaſie of delight are 
obſerved to vſ.) Her lips we re ſwelled with a delici- 
ous vermillion iindture, her cheeks overflowed with 
pleaſing blufhes, her head a little declinirg as when 
modeſty and defi:e have a ſecret conflict, and the is 
wholly pefſcfled with an impatient, though gentle 
diſpure, and her ſpirits be ing highly agitated within 
ſo there was an e ffuſion of them upon the out ward 
parts, 2 temperate and balmy ſweat, extilling from 
the Pores of her ſnow white skin; ſo that there 
was rea on to ſuſpe that this Marron ( although 
ſlil in the Char nel houſe, and fitting upon the 5 
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of ker deareſt all. whom ſhe ſo lately lamented with 
ſs much violence) ſhe I ſay we may ſuſpect to be in 

, and that ſhe now burns as extreamly in the 
flames of amorous deſires of the Soldier, as ſhe was 
lately frozen in the Icc of ſorrow for her husband: 
ber looks and geftures betray her are all the ayres of 
bigh content and pleaſure appear in her face: and that 
the may taſte of thoſe joyes the ſo much de ſires, the 
throws her ſelf into the Soldiers arm ſhe embraceih 
him,fhe k ſſes him. & with that vielence as it ſhe were 
unſaci-fi-d with the bare touches of his lip. 2 Ing - 
el to leave the impreffion of hers upon ihem & when 
the had feaſted her lips with touching, hen ſh- feaſted 
her eyes with behoiding their beloved object; in A 
word there is nothing of liberty, dalliance, care ſſes & 
indearments, which this ſporiful woman doth nct 
uſe to make herſelf grateful and charavng to her new 
Gallant, and to kindle freſh defires in him, ſo that we 
may conclude one of the Daughters of the beauti- 
fal Venus, is now ſporcing with one of her 
beloved Mars his Sones, and that in the height 
of Solace z neither was the Soldier wanting for 
being ſenſible of the Magick, of her wanton en- 
tieements, he is ſoon armed for an encounter, 


| which being io be done in the dark, let us ſeaſon- 


ably avert onr eyes and leave theſe Voraries 


' quietly to finiſh their _—m—_ Rires they are 
1 


poing about 3 eſpecially lince their Zeale is fo 
ent, as not to ſcruple the Nicictie of ma- 
king the dead Huband Coffin the Altar; 
whereon te kindle and exhale the Incenſe they 
btave brought, Thus you fee here was 2 


"I great 
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great and ſuddain change in oar Matron, who is"n6 
longer Mourner or Widdow. | „ 
| hal not trouble you with 2 large diſcourfe of 
what ſhould be the cauſe of this ſuddain and pro- 
. er Meta norphoſis; ſome attribute it to the Mu: 
tability and Levity of womens nature in genetif, 
conſidering the ſoftneſs and tenderneſs of their col 
ſtitution, is (ach as renders them like wax, capable of 
any impreffions ; but we have daily examples of the 
conſtancy in affection of ſome women; Who will 
laoſe their lives in defenſe of their honor, ſo that f 
will not attribute this Matability and Levity of Wo⸗ 
men to be general to al women, hor that this was 
the only cauſe. of our Mitrons Metamorpholis, for 
fone impure it to the force of the wine the Soldier 


gave her, but / ſapp>3ſe this can at the moſt be recks- 


ned to be but an Acceſſary, and not the principal A. 
gent; for the quantity ſhe drank, though it was ſuffi 
cient to renew her ſpirits, cheriſh her vitals, warmeth 
and quicken the motion of her blood, yet was it too 
tirtle to intoxicate her brain. and enffime Her to the 
heighth of deſires , ſo inconſiſtent and contraty to the 
fridgid temper and low condition it four d her in, and 
as to the quallity, though good wine bz. rhe milk of 
Venus, yet doth it ſeld »me work effectaally that way, 
bur where it meets with beyes prediſpoſed to admit, 
and concurre.with'its fprightly Aue,, influ- 
ence, wherefore it cannot conſiſt with reaſon 0 
gravare the facility of this woman, and trans ferre i 

wholly upon the innocent means vt, her refreſhmeni 

and recovery: lo that the Mutability iad Levity 0 
women in general, and the eff: As of 'wine not being 
the cauſe ; I know not what elſe to attribute it nnto, 
| ” of 
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charge it upon as Love in general, which we knew is 


the Author of many wonderful Advetnures, and is 2 


kinde of Magick; againſt which Nature hath given 
$690 power of reſiſtance, and which maſtercth the 
greateſt and wiſeſt men in the world, as may be 
by a world of examples, which | ſhall omir, 

and return to the Matron, and her beloved Suuldier, 
who by this time had ſatisfied hers and his on de- 
ices, and now after his pleaſure in the Vault, was de- 
firons to know how bis buſineſs at the Gibbet ſtood, 
which although he found ftanding in the place he left 
it, yer the body was removed, this was a ſight as un- 
pleaſing as that of his Mitireſs had been pleaſant ; 
and he now becomes more deſpairing than ſhe had 
been, and he ſtrives more to deſtroy himſelf, than he 
had hefore to preſerve her. Being difirafted with hors 
tor at the Gibbet, he returns in a horrible poſture to 
the Vault, and there without ſpeaking he falls to aR- 
ing one while he caſteth up his eyes that flame with 
fury, beats his breaſt, tears his hair, ſtampeth upon 
ide ground, and uſeth all the geſtures of a man tranſ- 
ported to perfect madneſs, which ſuddain and violent 
palhen ; another while he ſtands unmoved and lilent, 
ing his e xei upon the earth, as if he were conſulting 
the infernal ſpirits what to do with himſelf; he ex- 
daims againſt heaven, deſpiſes fate to make him more 
miſerable, repruaches Fortune for her giddineſs, Cur- 
ſes his Malevolent Stars, renounceth Providence; 
ſometimes he condemns his own negligence, and then 
he reflcAs upon the innocent woman, a: the unhappy 
dcalion of his wreickedneſs, und thinking he had 
net with the true cauſe of kis miſcheif, he imerpre- 
Utes all the plagues in Nature upon the heads of the 


G whole 
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whole Sex, and vomits ont theſe blaſphemies a: 1 


gainſt them. b 


Ah Women, women ( faith he ) why did Nature | 
"make you, anleſs, repenting the perfection ſhe had |} 


given to man, the found out you to leſſen it? For, 


N who otherwiſe would be more than half | 


©* Devine ; only by being obnoxious to the corrupt 
* temptations of Woman, is made leſs than half Hu. 
.. What miſcry ever befel him, in hic Wo- 
man bad not 2 hand ? What crime did He ever com- 
* mit, to which ſhe did not incite him? What Tra- 


* gedy hath at any time been acted in the theatre of | 


the wor ld, in which a woman had not her part? whit 
war, what deſol nion, what ruin hath not faund its 
beginning in that miſcheivous ſex ? How many 
* mighty Nations, ouriſhing K ngdames, proſpe- 
* rous Common-wealchs, populous Cities; and noble 
Families, have owed their deſtruction, ia either the 
Malice or Pride, er Luſt of Woman? What are 
* you Women, bat the poyſon of Mans Innocence 
and Peace, which Nature hath guilded-over with a 
© (plended out- fide, that we might ſwallow it down 
* with the Jeſs fuſpition? all your beauties, all your 
chars are but like che Apples ob Sadem, which 
* have fair and i6vicing rinds, and yet within are no- 
thing but ſtinł ing dait ; you are the true Siren, thit 
* enchant us with the melody of your voice, and then 
© hold us captives in the chains of beaſtial flavery.You 
* are the true Hiena s, that akure us with the fairneſs 
* of yoar $kinsz and when folly hath brought us 
© within yoar reach, you leap upon us, and devour un. 


Tou are the traiters to Wiſdom z the impediments 


* ro induſtry 4 the obſtacles to honour; the ſoftners of 
| © cournge 
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eurage : the perturbers of Tranquility z the cleg 
To vertue, and goads chat drive vs all to vice, impi- 
ud ruin. Tou are the Fool's Paradiſe, the wiſc- 
ans plague, and the grand Ecror of Nature. What, 
hst ſhall | ſay ? | want words to expreſs your 
1 far ity 3 2s did my reaſon when I ſet my foot in- 
; © this unlucky, this fatal place. 


1 
A 


, 


| wing thus belched ent this virulent invective 2- 
poor innocent women ( who deferved much 
iter langoage at his hands) his wild imagination, 
T 8 {which catcheth at any thing) wheels abovr, and he 
| Þ thus Vemits the remainder of his choler upon him- 


* {es i 


18 fel, : | 
Fi *What damned ſpirit was it that conducted me into 
' his Charnel- houſe, & made me quit my duiy?where 
Tins the care & vigilancy of my good Angel hen he 
"left me te be ſeduced into this diſmal raalt ond I 
had fallen into a den L lons & Tygres, when 1 light» 
td upon this woman here: then had idyed innocent. & 
without diſhonour; whereas now I have centracted 
fa guilt, whoſe poniſhment is an infamous death, and 
"that inevitable, unleſs I prevent the flroke of juſtice, 
land become my own Executioner. Which pag | the 
eoly refuge my diſaſter bath left me, why am I thus 
o in addreſſing my ſelf unto it ? why do [waſte 
at time in weak and fruitleſs complaints, which I 
aht te imploy in delivering my ſelf from the ex- 
Iiremity of mis fortunes, that is yet to come ? dye I 
puff by ſentence of the magiftrate; why then ſhould 
"I defer to fall by my own hand? to vindieate ones 
elf from excream, and otherwiſe inevitable Calami- 
*iy, by Si- cid is not certainly) a crime : but an 2 
' Heroique Fortitude. TEAP 
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* the ipnominy of the Gallows, and by fo 


f che and by forcing op | 
*the Gates of death, 'will top up the way to 7 


lick fhame. | LY 
Here, he puts a period to his deſperate Harangue, 
and haſting to put one to his life alſo, he ſuddainhy 
draws his (word ʒ and beginning to ſet the hilt of it 


upon the ground, that he may caft himſelf upon, tt 


point, he is molt ſeaſanably prevented by the pioie 
eMHatron. Who being all this while ignorant of the 
cauſe of his fury, hatk been wholly poſſeſſed with x 
mazement at the extravagant effects of it 3 ſo that ſhe 


minded not a word of all thoſe bitter reproaches he 


had caſt forth againft her whole Sex # but quiekly 
rouſed out of the ſtupifying fit of wonder, Whergy 
with ſhe had been invaded, by ſeeing him draw his 
ſword ;fte throws her ſelf into his armes; & pertij by 
graſping hit hand-, partly by the charms of her kifle 
tears, and entreaties, ſhe fo far becalm's his robe. 20 
ihat he ſeeins not unwilling to prorouge at leaſt the 
execution of that ſelf-xNaſinatign, he intended, until 
he had convinced her of the neceſſity of it. 

© He tells her therefore in ſhort, that the body ofa 
c certain notorious villsin, which he had been appoint; 
Ved to guard, was taken from the G:þber, and con. 
«eyed away z that the penalty of che like 
© death* denounced by the Covernour againſt him and 
©his fellows ( who had transferred the. whole 
©charge'vpon his care and vigilency ) was certain add 
&igevicable, unleſs he killed himſelf, by way of pre, 
vention; that if ſhe conld have any ſentiments « 


© kindneſs for: ſo unfortunate ewrecch,as this ſad acci: 
© deat had made him, there was now no Way left for 
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ther; to expreſs them, bu: by permitting him quietly * 


0 pervert the infamy of a 7 execution, by a 
vate with. drawing himſe 


f into the other world; 
ind that it was ſome content to him, in this his A- 

Ageny, that he hould leave his body to be d iſſolved 

into the ſame duſt wick that of her former Lover, of 
Choſe ſingulat worth fame hath defuſed fo honour- 

thle a report. 

And having thus haftily delivered to her the cauſe 
of his deſperate-reſolution, he begins again to free 
his hands of the incumbrance of hers, that he may 
ſpeedily effect it. | 


But good and tender hearted Creature! her af- 


ng conducing te his death ; and the more he flrives 
0 dil. engage ber breaſt from fis, the cloſer ſhe 
—w_ to him; vowing withal, tha if he wounded 
timfelf, it ſnould be by forcing the ſword firſt 


wy was 160 great, to ſuffer her to yeild to any 


Yhrough her body , to which ſhe added, that ſhe 
would nor live to be ſo mfferable, as. to lecte fo 
Wat a perſon ſo ſoon. and in the ſame place, where 
the had been ſo bappy to finde him unexpeRedly ; 
hat very gratitude forbrde her to conſent to the ta. 
(bg away his lite, who had lately and miraculouſly 

wreſerved hers, and as ( the had ſore reaſon to be- 
Flieve ) inſuſed a new life into her; that it would be 
Ws affliction to her, to die before him, than ts ſur- 


Fire and behold at once the dead bodies of two per- 


E. exch of which ſhe had loved infinitely above 


der owne life; and that the death he ſo much dreaded 


from the W ny was not. ſo unavoidable, as his 
had made him imagine, but there were other 


but 


FA 
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bus follow her advice, ſhe doubted not to pat him up-: 
on ſuch a courſe as ſhould procure both his owne ſe- 


curity and her content. The Soldier more effcQually: 
w:6ught upon by this laſt clauſe, than by ab ell 

fhe had ſaid : and remembring the old ſaying, thar 
Women are alwayes more ſubtle and ingenious at EU. 


fions, in ſuddaen Exigences than e Men: he calily pro- 


miſe h ( who would not in his caſe ? ) to liſten iq 
3 purſue it alſo, it it appeared teaſe- 
le. wc 

© Well-then, ſaith this Good woman z ſince the bo- 

© dy of the beſt and gresteſt of Morials, is but a lump 
of clay, after the departure of the Sonl, which 
gave it life, ſenſe,” and motion 3 that all Relations 
© are extinguiſhed in death, all Piety is determined 
© in che grave & that ic is but Charity tavſe the Re- 
© };iques of the Dead, in caſe of int og to preſerve 
* the Living: why ſhould not I diſpenſe with the for- 
© maliry ef peſt hume. reſpect co the putrifying 
* Corps of my deceaſed Hu: band, and make uſe of f 


* for the preſervation of my living friend, with whoſe 


© life my own is inſepirably bound up, and whoſe 
© danger thereforg is equally ' mine ? come therefore 
© my Dear. and let us take my Husbands body ont of 
© his. Coffin and place it upon the Gibbet, in the 
room of the Milefaftors, which you ſay bath been 
* ſtolen away. Death (you know) doth ſa change 
* and dis figure the Countenance, as to disguiſe ʒ 
© from the knowledg of even the moſt familiar 80 
« quaintance. Who then can diſtinguiſh his nakes 
body from the other? beſides, we will beſmcar his 
© face With blood and dirt, and cather than fail in — 
© part of reſemblance, break his arms and leg, in 
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make the ſame-wounds in him, the Execationer did 
iin the Rogue's: ſo that his; neareſt Relations ſhall 
(got be able to find a difference, muc \leſs ſhall 


#frangers,who come to-gazr open ſuch horrid ipcAa” 


cles, out of a tayage Curie ſiiy, and commonly fand 
The Souldier quickly approves the om. ; project 
how to excuſe him; and having no time ( for; now 
ay wie approaching ) 10 inliſt upon atxnowledg- 
ment either of her great Jaye, ot of the felicicy of 
ber wit © he jayns:bis ſtiergih with hers, and removes 
the Husband's Corps out of ht vault to che Gibbet, 
ite on he placeth it, in the ſame poſture he had 


7 nces ſne had ſuggeſted , as requilite to:dglade che 


ſpetators. Which conegHe and his incomparable 
Miftriſs ſecretly ſetire to conſuir farther not only of 


their preſeni (aicty, but alſo haiy they might, cofH- 


ave that mutual hapine's which Forcune had - . un. 
expeftly begun betwixt them. And thus. did ahey 
gat an end to this nights Adventures, which u een 


 dmirable to them both ; and we may fro ende 


earn the inſtabiliiy of all ſuablunm y things; but 

wore particularly ihe Mutability and Levicys df Ma- 

Men, ſo that there s nv great heed to be taken f 
ther ;, eſpecially, when they are in heir paſſions; a2 
Jmay conclude the Empreſs is now poſſeſt of; which 
ngen ſo exirecmly that nothing but the death of 
. Son, the Prince Eraſtus will qualliſy; Whether 
ger paſſion be Love or Hate | kaow not, but believe 
id'the: conclufien you will finde that it is both, and 
that Hate at preſent is the produQ of former Love, 
t let it be which, or how it will, I am ſure it is Rot 
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Was the 


<1 . Tay that it was the former ei 
doe 


_ #pplyed' to the Emperour in this occafien about hi 


F. Pleatas poſlibly nx Lean, I have given the Reader 9 
Aa AJecountof mem both, 


4 ſer ur wis fer te gurd him, charging him abotxc 
gli the tops c ou 
Kant“ from a spectacle ſo mifers ble, 46 that Ef the © 
Aeach of his Son, ind of ſeven Perſuns vſtemes 44 l 
repthed-to be the el of thu He, te merten 


r 
« Tay 


n Hiffiry of Braſs and. . 
Comtiendable in her to let it proceed fo far as tou ' 
away i 


way. cone ife and honor of a Prince ſo vertuom 8 js 
Prince Z#gfs, and who I hope if you pleaſe to (patel 


: fromextenting at preſent, will very ſuddainly mate 4 


it apptar to you and all the world, that he is not n 
the leaſt guilty of the crimes whereof he hath ben 
© Thavealready told you, that ſome others fay tu 

Ory or example which Lencus the Philos 
yrite in a Letter, and ſend to the Enge. 


ay fitian of Milan, they ate both to one pu. 
ind efect, to ſhew the weakneſs, inflabilliy 
Palf ons of women, and may be, and are wu 


for the lat faction of the Reader & u 


i e may give credit to which 

pRifcth, and therefore I ſhall thus proceed. 

wer the Philoſopher Lencus had ſealed and ſub- 
this Letter, he delivered ir to one of the Sol. 

linge to deliver it that morning early to the En. 

wand to tell him that it was an adverriſernen! 


t 
c 


reatimporiance. This the Soldier promi- 
fully to do, and thereupon he went direRly | | 
Eule te exerite, his charge-y the Eper 
ie day breik and that the Hun did already | # 
e tops of the maunta ins, that he might be G. 1 


. 


k 

( 

( 

t 
7 be wanting to make this book as a f 
. 

k 

; 
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j 

[ 
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purpoſed 


the ſeves wiſe Maſters of Rome:  _ 774 
oh "purpoſed to ride our into the fields, to divert his me- 
ü anch olly as well 486 he could, and as he was about to 
pat} mount on hoffeback, the Soldier which the Philoſo- 
mie "pher had feut, making his reverence, delivered the 
Fog" Letter to him. He. inftenrly opening it read it, but 
got without great alteratien, which was raken notice 
ef by thofe'that were ab5ur him, ſeeing that he often 
th changed colour, from thence 'beleiving that it was 
oF 'fomething concerning the Prince Eratur. The Em- 
ape. perour having then read this Letter, remained for 
al Tome time very penſire, without ſpeaking one word, 
. yer withaf concluding chat he could do ho leſs than 
in io communicate this adyettiſement to the counſel; he 
rel reltrned in ſome piſſion to the Caſtle. The Senate 
hi ne- he decfared that. as he could do no 
My leis than punifll by che way of juſtice the deteſtable 
: felony which his own Son hadcvtmmitted-aguinſt 


u bim; andthe treafon ct chi5fe who having the charge 
ith ic inſtruct him as well in good manners 25 in learn- 
, | ing; inftead'of rend: ing him elcquent, and: of good 
uh ſpeech, they had brought him dumb ard diſtracted; 
ol and in lead of inſtructing him id good manners, they 
ry ad inſtructed him in rhe wickedneſs that was in 
-4 queſtion, and yer theſe Philoſophers had preſumed to 
"1 jaſtifie him in an act ſo wicked and ſo apparent x 
* however he would not proceed of himſelf, but had 
ty 1 uſed this counſel to be aſſembled, to make them ic- 
a aainced with the ſentenee which he had given on 
ir - this occafion, ſo that he did belicve there was no 
te -Feaſon to revoke it ; nor no occafion for further 
ind proof, che matter of tad being ſo cleer and manifeſt 
ir to all f yet neyertheleſs to ler all che world know, 
ſed | hat he Would hot, nor did not intend to Rop the 
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22 Tus iſtem Eraſtus ana + 
moeuths of any Criminals from juſtifying them felt 
. (although in this caſe he could not ſee any way vi 

juſtification ) he was content to waſh his hands of thirſt 

buſineſs, & to remit che whole cauſe to the conſiden · Ii 

tion of the Senate, with this proviſo, nevertheleh {i 

that Eraſtas and the Philoſophers ſhould only bin 

two dayes time to (ay and alledge before the Senn 
- all thar they could think «ff, or ſpeak for their juſi· { 
fication and defence, and that if in the ſame two die 
th 

th 


Sj it did not appear to the Senate by evident procl 
and manifeſt arguments that raus was innocent of 
; that whereof he was accuſed to have i cted again 
his. honour, that then without delay He and hin 
Maſters ſhould be aff publickly executed by th;Þ | 
hand. of juſtice the morning of the third day follow - 
ing; and having finiſhed his diſcourſe, he command. 
ed that his Son & the Philoſophers ſhopld be brou ti 
before the Senate fettered, and with a flrong guard 
Prince: Eraſtus hearing the door of his Dungenn 
opened, ſuppoſed they came to fetch him to exccui- 
on: but when he perceived thut they led him before 
* the Senate he took heart, and more eſpecially wher 
E he (aw, his Maſters there, in whoſe wiſdome he hid 
| ſo auch aſſurance that he hoped ro eſcape that dy, 
which beirg once paſſ:d, he feared nothing. 
Now it was that he was in moft care and fear to 
to keep ſilerce, aiwel in conſideration of the many 
queſtions that were,asked. him, as allo in regard 
the opinion that had poſſ fled many of the Sennon || © 
that he was guihy of the fact wherewith he wo 
charged not uling any manner of juſtificarion'in 1 
matter that. concerned his life; and therefore the 
moſt part of the Sengiorz, ſceint him chuß w_ 
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nal {againſt them in real execution of that ſentence 
which the Emperour had pronounced againſt them. 
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The Empreſs Aphrodicia found means 10 induce the. : 


+ 


Emperaur to command that r be | | 
immodiatily on Eraſtus, and the ſeven Philoſt.. 
. phers, by adiſcenrſe which ſue made of one Phile, | 
mom, that being adopted by a french. Gentleman | | 


named Archelaus, contrived how to kill bis Ho 


ther in law, conceiveing a batred againſt her. Ant 


being deſirous to be Lord and e Maſter of al, by tha 
aſſiſtance of ſeven of his Complices, he cauſed bis 
father in 


= IN tmprefs vpbreuicia impatiently expeciud. 
he the news ſn much deſited by her ; which ww 


that the ſentence which the Emperour had in great 


anger pronounced apainſt the Prince Eraſtus, and b 
againſt the ſeven Philoſophers, ſhould be really e“ 
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to be ſecretly murthered. 1 


ecoigy, which had been ſo many times delayed, i 


Bat now ſhe thought herſe]f aſſured that nom „ 
could hinder her defigns; for that by the Im. JK 


priſonment of the Philofophers, ſhe had Reppil 


all wayes of inducing the Emperour to have | 
knowledg of his error, and thereupon to {ſpate þ 


his Sons life. ration hereof did ve 
much. pleaſe her, to ſee her 
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NF the ſevenwiſe Maſters of Rome: 278 
Aus defired, bar on à ſaddain there arrived to her 
>! Jone-of her; Spies (whom ſhe had ſear to acquaint 
ſter wüh che: certainty of all that Chould happen) 
who related to her how Prince Fraſtus had been 
| bronght before the Henate, guarded and, feticred, 
u with him the ſeven Phi laſophers, ig regard the 
| Emperour had remitted the tryal of dhe cauſe to 
the Senate, with. this proviſo, that if within two 
des the fact of Eraflus was not ſo cleerly juſti 
fyed chat every one might plainly find him to be 
innocent of what be was accuſed, the ſentence pro- 
| | nounced agzinſt him by the Emperour, ſhould. be 
| | then immediately and without further delay executed 
' | fo that Eraſtus ſhould dye by the hands of jaſtice 
| | and. with him. the ſeven Philoſophers e further ad- 
{ | ding that ſhe might reckon the bulineſs done, in 
| regard of the ſhortneſs of the time which had been 
| given the Prince for his juſtifycation, in which 
it would be improbable for kim to cleer himſelf, 
from ſa manifeſt a guilt as he had committed in any 
ume, and much leſs in ſo ſhort a terme 25 two dayes;( 
whereof the firſt was already expired, ſo that it was 
impoſſible for Prince Craſtus to avoid the ſentence: 
fl and therefore the news which he brought were little” 
different from what the Empreſs ſo much deſired, 
which wa: the real execution of Eraſtus, which in 
ſhorr time would be accompiiſhed. _ 
The Empreſs hearing this nes was [0 troubled, 
that if her Damſels had not taken great care of her, 
ſhe had fallen down in a (wound, but they ſecing her 
faint away, laid her on the bed, wiert having remain'd 
lome time ina trance, and being again come to her 
ſelf, ſhe [retired into her Cabinet, where after 
4 6 14 ſhe 
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ring war zb the Philoſophers, and Prince Erafu 


| had ſo long kale of reſpire, the truth of the mattet 


might come to light; ſhe therefore purpoſed upen 
new matter, to take new counſel, where fore recol - 
lecting her ſpirits the beſt that ſhe could, ſhe ſent for 
ker Father and Mother and all her Relations, who 


were many, and al! great Lords, the being deſcended: 


from the m6? illuſtrious and principal Family in 
Feme z they being all come t) her, did every one per - 
ſwade her to condiſcend to the Emperours pleaſure, 


and attend till the terme of two dayes ordered for 


the Priſoners 'to juſtiſy chemſelves thould be expi-. 


red; telling her that they could no more cieer them: 
ſelves the ſecond time, than they had done the firſt, 
and that the more the cauſe was examinid, ſo much 
more would her vertue and cont inence be manifeſted, 
and that Would further incenſe the werld 2gainft the 
wicked Eraſtus, and againſt thoſe who had under- 
taken to defend his wickedneſs, | But the Empreſs 
would not hearkento this counſel, bur anſwered her 
Relations in general, that if they had any teſpect for 
ber honor, they would not thus fl ght her; and there- 
upon ſhe ſent to the Emperour to deſire him to come 
to her chamber for ſhe had matter of great impert- 
ance to relate t him in the preſence of ker Father and 
Mother, and others het Relations. The Emperor un- 
derſtanding hereot, went to the chamber of the Em- 

-eſs, who immediately began to complain of the lit- 
© eſtecm the Emperour had for her, in that ſhe had 
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'{] ſuffered the gremeft outrage in the world from L. 
ret, which he himſelf and others had ſeen, having 
been publickly ſurprized in his flight, and having pro- 
wiſed to inflict ſuch pur iſhment as the enormity of 
the caſe required , inſtead thereof he had admitted of 
juſtifications.and againſt all reaſon had called her ho- 
nor and fidelity in queſtion, remitted the matter to the 
_ judgemenc of the Senate 3 where without publiek bla- 
ming and calumnisting ef her, jt would be impothble 
to defend the caſe of Prince Eraflus : yet for her on 
. part ſhe did noi much care being aſſared in her con- 
ſeience that nothing could be proved againit her. But 
fhe was moſt concerned in the honor of the family 
frem whence ſhe was deſcended, thai in jury would be 
done thereto in having a bad opinion of a woman de- 
ſcended there- from, and that any diſheneſt actions 
ſhould be mentioned of her, as there needs mutt be, 
n tharcaſe,her honor being remitted to an ordinary 
Preceſs as the Emperour had determined, and being — 
teſolved to maintain the honor of her houſe which ſhe 
eſteem ' d above her li e ſne was conſtrain d to acquaint y 
her father and mother, and cther relations with ie 
cauſe of her grief, to the end that they on their paris 
might adviſe how to maintain their honor, in reveng- 
ing the wrong that had been done to her, by ihe beſt | 
means chat they could adviſe, ſince that the Emperor 
bad given liberty of ſpeaking to her prejudice ; and as 
for her part ſhe had rather live as a private woman in 
honor, than to be Empreſs of Rems, & to command all 
the world & be tainted with diſgrace ; as for the ho- 
nor of an Empreſs, ſhe had it not only as being wife 
to the Emperor,but being deicended from the race of 
Emper ors, more mighty than the E. Dioclefuan was6c 
that 
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that. ſhe nor hone of ber relations had-procored the 
marriage between them, but that ke himſelf had ena 
' deavovred it, and took all poſſible: pains to procure © 


her to be his wife, and therefore he ought beiter to 


| eftcem of her and if it were a trouble ro him to ut 


his Son to death, and that he was defirous to have him 
lire (which would be great injuſtice ) he might par- 
den him out of his abſolute power, whereby it is 


Lawful for an Emperour to pardon the greateſt | | 


Criminals, without perſwading and imprinting this 
opinion in his mind, that the wicked and Traytorous 
Eraſfius was Innocent; of a crime ſo enormous and 


manifeſt as that whick he had committed, and to give 


credit to the fantaſtical inventions of thaſe Ratcall 
Philoſphers who defended him, which means wi 
ſerve for no other purpoſe, bu: ro open away for the 
Reman youths, to under:ake all ſorts of wicked and 
infamour actions; in hopes to prove by the eloquence 
and well ſpezking of Orators and Advocates, where- 
of Rome is well ſtored ; that white is black, and that 
Vice is vertue, and that inſtead of puniſiment and 
ſhame, they deſcrve praiſe and recompence: Of which 
matter ſhe thought good to advertiſe him, conſidering 
the bad counſel which he followed, which procceded 
from thofe that gave it, who did not acquaint him 
with the truth of matters, as indeed they were; here - 
as the on her part had never hidden the truth, and had 
ne ver endeavoured to hide it from him ſince ſhe had 
lived with him. And although kis diſdain of her or 
bis paſſion, which choaked his underſtanding, bad 
cauſed him to do thoſe things which he ought not, 
and to abhor and diſdain, theſe who advertifed him 
of his honour and quiet, yet however ſhe would * 
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be wanting to let him Know thoſe things which ſhould. 
be for his Comodity, although by experience the 
knew that he had not fo much regard of her ſpeeches, » 
as the importance of the caſt required,nor the ſinceri- 

wherewith ſhe proceeded in her advertiſements, 
becauſe ſhe knew not how to diſguiſe things as thoſe 
ITtaytorom Phil ofophers did, ho ordinarily hid the 
. truth of things; although ſhe were now deſpiſed and 
liſdained of re Emperour, who at firſt had ſo great 
f teſpect for her : and to conclude and put an end to 
her complaints, ſhe ſaid thus, Sir, / much doubt that it 
will happen to you as it did io a French Gentleman, 
' Whole Story was told me when | was young, which 
isſo proper to yaur pur poſe, that if you do not pro- 
vide while you have the power in rt hands, 1 tear 
and that to my great trouble, chat it will happen to 
you as it did to this Gentleman, wherein I ſhall never- 
theleſs have a cleer conſcience, in regard | have not 
only advertiſed you whom it principally concerss, but 
alſo my Relations who are here preſent, who alſo 
have great intereſt therein. And although it may hap- 
pen that there are ſ me here preſent, who have heard 
this Story of the French Gentleman, yet however ! 
fhall relate it, as being nut improper to alledge known 
examples, eſpecially when they may ſerve ta the mat- 
ter whereof we treat. # « 

In Frexce, there was ſome time ſince a Gentleman 
named Archelaus; efteemed to be one of the richeſt, 

ani gresteſt Lords of all the Country, he being Lord 
of much Lande; and having in his power diverſe fair 
and ſtrong places, and eſpecially oe which wl fo 
phafmly Sciruated, and fo ſtrongly built that he 
bad be commant of all the adj yniog a 

Let his 


E abs 
Ibis Gentleman took to wife a Damſel his neighbour, 
- whom he kept long withaut having any Children; 


— 
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yer he lived with her in the greateſt love and friend- 


No thipthar could be immagined tobe, between man and 


wite, yet in the end ſeeing that his wife was barren 
and being out of hopes of having any Children, he 


purpoſed io adopt ſome Child to bear his name and 
Armes, and to ſucceed in thoſe Lands and Lordfhips : 


which he held ; ſinee the bounty or heaven did not ex · 
rend ſo tar, as to give him natural and Lawtal iſſue, ſo 
that having conferred with his wife about this deſign 
who on her part was alſo very well contented; he x 
dypted and took for his Son a young Child named 
Philemon, whe was one of his neareſt gelations, whom 
he cau ſed to be bred and inſtructed as belonged. to the 
Son of agreat Lord, and as if he had been his own 


Child. The child had ſo good natural parts that he 


learned all that was taught him; fo that his adopted 


Father was very well pleaſed, and ſo was the Mother“ 


and all the family. and in regard of the great hopes 


.. which al] the Suhj ct . did conceave of the good breed · 


ing of che young Gentleman z there was none of them 
. which did not love him and who did not honour him 
being aſſured that for along time there had not been 


any more wiſe and prudent than their young Lord 
was likely to be. And his adopted Father ſeeing his 
good genius, not with land ing his yourh did nat omit 


to acquaigt him wie his affairs, and to entruſt him 


with tome charge and mamigment, wherein he ac- 
quited himſelf with great dexterity. It happened that 
this Philemon being diligent in all the affrirs of bis n- 


dopted Father, his ad pied Mother fell lick, and in 


ſhort time died j where fore Archelans was 1 x 
ſorry 


« 
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-Forry, ſo that the better to paſs away his melanchol ß 

and grief, he retired 10 a Country houle, there t 
live folitary and pals away his time in reaui ng and 
ſtuddy, in the mean time leaving the mannagement 


: of all his great affairs to the young Philemon who 


alſo appeared to be muchgrieved for the death of 
his Adopred mother xt the firſt appearance 
ſewing that it was impoſſible for himto live in 
the abſence of his adopted father, and that whether- 
tloever he went he would follow him, to do dim all 
ſervice as in duty bound. But this adopted father 
ould not permit him; C mmandit g him not to ſtir 
and that abe ve all thirg: he ſhould adimniſter goud 
jvſtice to his Subj: As. This Fhilemon performed ; 
that he might noi appear diſubediant, ie that his chiet 
defign was to govern well, the Subj Gs of his Father 


© Nay, he de meaned himſelt, ſo vertuouſly in the Go- 


, vereMmenc of his Subj: ts, that they were very well 
,contented ʒ and thus he continued for ſome time. But 
in -ſhort4ime, whither it was thet his wickedneſs be- 
ing hidden was ſo great that it could be no lenger 
difſewbied, or whither it proceeded from the Im- 
peiuoſity of youth, which cauſed him tõ make a bad 
uſe' of his freedome, and power, he began .ta 
looſen the Reins te. bis folly as it is uival for 


young men who know them /elves to be free and 


out danger of puniſhment. True it is that being 
very wary, he ſo ordered bis affairs that no com- 
plaint eame to the cares ofhis adopted Father; who 


having paſt away his cimeef mourning, and being 
- weary of a Solitary life, he purpoſed ta return to 
his houſe where he was highly welcomed by his Sub- 


jets but chiefly young Philemon appeared to be the 


moſt comented perſon in the world and gave ſo good 
- | _ 
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un Account to eArchelaus, of all matters of impor. 
, tance that had paſſed in his abſence; and thereby cm. 
Fed him to underfiand his genereus ſpirit, that his Fa. 


ther alchougn preſent remitted all affairs to his wat. 
nagement, who zRed all his buſineſs being held in 
his fathers preſents, in greater reputation and a more 
abſolute Lord than in his fsthers abſence; in which 


mannagement he continued x ert ain time, with a vet y 


great modefy in appearance, yer in private abandon- 
ing himſe lf to the ſatis faction of his diſordinate appe- 
tite. A 

Archelaus then ſeeing young Philemon to be grown 


to mans eſtate, purpoſed rs ſeek cut a wife for him 


N 


a 


which Philemon underftanding, and tearing to'betyed 


to a wife by the bands of marriage, when he could not 


To freely enjoy bis accuſtomeg pleaſures” as he had 


Tone, being to give an account in rhe night, whereas 
now he acted what he lifted, and let looſe the Reing 


" tohisvclpreouſneſs of Which liberty be ſhbufd be 


deprived when he was married, he therefore went to 


His Father, catreating him tb let him continue in the 
condition he was, in without bridiing him by mar- 
"riage, aledging that a Wife would difturb him 
from his ſtudy, and the mavapement of his-affaits, 
& told him fcveral other renne wndzr the Cotyar of 


zeal which he fad for the good Of his Subjects, ſo well 


2 uling his tongue, that Arobt lau ( who yer above all 


' things deſixed to ſee of the race: of his beloved Phil.. 


mon) having firſt uſed all pyſſib e perfwations,” was 


in the end conſttained to comply with him, 0 wel in 


reſpect of the zeal which Philemon (hewel to his 


bulineſe, us not to coatradict him in that where he 


cxcuſed himſelf with ſore appearance of reaſon, ſo 
that he intended nct to urge it avy further yet how- 
1 erte 
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eyer purpoling to exuſe him to condeſcend in time by 
- "other meaaa ;> | 
Whereupan having conſidered the manner hew 
ke difcovered his intent to his favourites, telling them 
that fince his Son would net conſent to be married, 
than ke himſelf ſhould be confiraingd to take n wide, 
whereby ſo noble a family as his might not be leſt ; 
having none to bear his Name and Arms but the 
young Philemon, and this he gave out, not out of 2 
ny rhoughts of being married, but to invite Pbiis- 
mon to take a wife; certainly believing that when 
Philewon ſheald hear this news, if nothing elle ſnould 
move him to be married; yet at [aft the fear of being 
deprived of ſo great a ſucct fon, as that of Archelaies 
by the Children which ke might have of a wife, if he 
'thould take one, would induce him to conſent to-rhe 
will of his Father. But all this did not divert Pholes 
mon from his oppinion knowing on the one [ide that 
Atebelaus was already out of hopes of having Chil- 
dren, and on the other (ide, if he ſhould have any he 
could not Jive to fee them great by the courle of n- 
Aare, fo that by neceſſity he ſhould always have dhe 
government of thoſe Children, and of the Lands and 
Lordſhips of Arehelaus, remaining by this- means as 
-zbſoluce Lord of the (aid Lands, ns if ¶ Are holaus had 
*no Children. In concluſton Arebilaus fecing, that 
young Philemon regarded not the fame that n= 
ſpread abroad, thought that by the greatneſs and vi- 
\vicity of his ſpirit he had diſovered hisjmention; und 
therefore to make the matter ſeem mote ptobable and 
real. he begun to ſeek out fora marriage for -hivafelf, 
enqviring among all the Damſels that were 1 — * 
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| able, to fiad one pruper and cynverient for him, not 
that he intended to be mait ed, hut to inguce Philemen 
thereunge, ſceing thai there was no diſſembling in the 
Caſe, ind that he might think his father wouldin 
good exrneſt-marry, as it Was 4he general diſcourſe of 
all people. But for all this Philemon ſtill continued 
\ abſolute againſt marriage; ſo that what was firft in- 
tended for jeſt proved i earneſt, for a Dimſel was + 
found out tor Archelaus ner name was Enfroſena lhe: 
wes fair vertuous, of a Cempeten: age, and of as good 
_ In family as he defired. | 72 
Aecbeluu ſeeing this, and that this Damſel came 
freely to him, and that Philemon would not matry; 
de therfore purpoſed to proceed in this marriage, 
This was approved of by all, aud o Philemon himſelf 
Without whoſe advice he would not e mclude thereon 
And fo this Wedding was ſolemnized, with all fit | 
Wagnificenceto the great content ot every one- 
aArcbelars being very well pleaied with his marti- 
nge, having daily: experience of the mild Spirit, great 
prudence and veriue of his wife, began to introduce 
her into the Rule add Government of all his Lands 
and houſes ; yet with. ut taking he mannagemem of 
dis affairs from! Philemon, bu wilh this charge iht 
in all eaſes of importance, and which required coun 
el, he fhould agt nothing wilhont Communicating 
- thereof to his Mother · in- law. This weman behaved 
ber ſelf ſo vertuouſly in her manaagement, that in 
„ert time by degrees all affairs paſſed through her 
hands ; for on the one ſide Archelaus being ſtriken in 
years, would not trouble him ſelt with buſineſs having 
mate need of reſt, and on the other ſide Phil 
minded nothing but hiz paſtime, and to enjoy all the 
5 pleaſurey 
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fore that came into ht fantalie ſometimes 10 
| ak of others, Temitting, al} nie os 
„8 Motn r in Law; who did expedite all if e moſt 
AMtrubuſly chat might be, and with great 
The © ſubjects * their dy ele her 7055 73 
-yirtuouſly in he Goverment of the County 
heart compiainto her, of the grett' Liforde rs. Sr 
violence wich ' Philemon committed i fo "ft [s m. 
il paris complyins came to Her eats; yet 8 rg . 
miſd and goed natured endeivouted at firſh 12 
coſe and cover the faults of Philemon; afid che! 
pivag to ehde fim, achnen hing . exhort( 
paying him fo to demexn* himſelf, har he 
ule no violence towards dhe obſekts; In d, 40. 
wind his bufineſs as former! tie had one ths Wi! 
himſelf worthy of fx e WH Alt reto he h 


which eArchelaus bad born hitn, fiereupon | * 
Philemon very, humbly thanked her , with 3. pro 
miſe from thence forwards to follow the good. 2 
yereſervents,) which by her b: ur u"ty ine had No 
hm; yet nevertheleſs he acted q Jute conirar WIS 
airing to 40 any thing that bis wicked: i 
tons Jed him to, and 21. hough he endeavour 
ft his lew' d tricks as privntely, as he c d,"thar 

5 


li Mather in law might not diſcover him 
was not fo 3c ii had formerly beers fl 
ther, for he was acquainted with all 
kecauſe the SubjeAs weſt more free 4 
their: complaſete to 7 7 than to Fo 


ſeeing the rexdy and q iſparchies 2 g 


e to all affairs; wag nom they did ni 
he ſlionld be e * 
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en at the cone -of the dicadionre life of. 
| Philems as it may be Archelaus himſelf would 
ee Been, who being . neer of Kin to Philemon, 
Waile ſo grest a. love for him; that he lad 
0 11 N hind, when. x young child, and bad alwaye 

.-  bigd- 2 — entertained bim 2$ bis own. Son, 
he v ev me E & Enfreſe | ſeeing | the advertiſements which 
ff Ha en to Porlemen, had not at all profyed him 
70 to be mor free with, him ; Ahfeatning that 
f Ne did nor 4 rag his, manners, to acquaint 
100 therew] Nog bar he might take courſe with 
Ye tha) mil ly ceBing him the. great blame 
5955 It have: Wehn 0 ewd lite ſhould be diſcovers 
73 ppb tha men promiſed thai for the fa- 
ie would: % behave himſelt that fhe ſhould 

iy 

4 Complain! ts of bim; and yet he was every 
0 af und worle, (01 thac the vertuous Enfroſend 
0 yined ro'ac Mink her husband the ei 
8 N "Entreazing 19, te adviſe hu on 10 leave 
Ale Ficken coallee and 0 bring him back te his 
32 * 8 N Wanner. of living. Arc helaus hear · 
Zan ; of his Sen 8 ic very frrange i 
7 FG cf 0 oneſt achiens, ſoc ntrary to the 
| pln al A which KO of his Cemincree and 
74 15 erelpre heFhid him eveiely and threats 
oF Fim! Why, rial EMmmanding kim frem thence 
=. , tory If Ho 2 Ait any exccis ot violence; lu. 
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4 he fieſt taulc he ſhould be 
e Shag ile bim, that his former 
ch-haſbould commu, ſnould not 
the ſhauld terve as 1 
ing that he had not 
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zanifhracnt. Young Philemon counterfeiting a Re- 
- pentance, and that he was very ſorrowful, that he had 
— crimes to the diſpleaſure of his Father, 
begged his pardon promiſing to live ſo ſtrictly from 
thence for warde, that he ſnould never hear any juſt 
tomplajnr againft him. „Ne 
Ler it es not long after this that he had a mind 
io a fair young Damſel, daughter to x Gentleman of 
the moſt conſiderable quality ot his fathers Subject; 
ind not knowing how by fair means to get poſſeſſion 
t her, fle one day made! a forceible entry into the 
houſe ot this Gemſeman, and carryed away the Dam- 
fox This rude action coming 10 the knowledge of 
Arcbelaus, he Commanded that Philemon ſhould be 
ſuddenly ſeiz ad on, and brirg.ſtrictiy guarded ſhould. 
be cat ned Prifoner to 4 ſtrung Caſtle, giving expreſs 
commands io the Caprain of the S e 
pꝛin of his high diſpleaſure, he ſhould put Philemon 
in the tronges; Prion of the Caſtle, ther he might 
iraibrimes render 2 good account of him. 1 
Philemon being bus put into Priſon, conceived, 
mortal harred igrisſt his Mather-in-law, yung 
all the anger of Arthb:lavs did proceed from her, 
by her [nftigation ; and from thenceforth purpoſed to 
imploy v tis power and wicked Spirit, to xuine the 
good and inancent Lady: And that he might accom- 
pkiſn his detign, he endeavoured all that in him lay 
lager the ſrie dip of the Captain of the Caftle 
which kt epfily! performed; the Cupt iin being a 
ood fellow, one who deſired to pleaſe all and par- 
ficblarly» Phildrmen, whom! he one day hoped to 
fer Lord of all the Lands! of  cArchelango And 
erefore he often viſited Philemon eating and 
; V 2 drinking. 
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drinking with him, *endeavouring to/divert him by 
Playirg, linging, and ot her recreation ; ſo that his 
liberty only excepred, he knew nothing that would 
pleaſe. Philemon, but he ſuffered him to enjoy it, 
This Captain had one only Davghter .competently 
fair and marriagable, which he loved above all things, 
Philemon having leen her, reſolved to make uſe of 
this mears, to accompliſh. what he maſt deſired. He 
ſeeing his Keeper to-be ſo much his friend, that he 
might without any danger diſcover any fecretto him, 
he one day took him apart, and having made a long 
preamble'of the many traverſes which his Mother- 


our-:eauſe; ſo that the had by theſe means brought 
hic ra Priſon, him who was by right the true and 
Ezwtul Lord of the Conntrey;; there to cauſe him 

to Languiſh in a corditian worſe than dearth, had it 

net been for his kindneſs to him, for. which he 
reckoned himſelf very much obliged, ſo that he ſhould 

* neverforptrir, and being willing to begin to acknow- 
lege the great friendſhip and fetvice which he had 
teceived vf him, and gaur him affutance of what 

he might hereafter tape when by the deaih of hi 
Father ht ſhould be Maſter of his etate ; he therefore 
purpoſed ta take his anly-baughtci te wife, yon hit 
condition thu: the ſaid Cpm would Aid and aff 
bh im · in whar he purpoſedt0 do And. then he bega 
| ro diſeuurſe of the ptobeble coot ſet kei would take 
w beengte om:he Innocent Eufroſena, and toli 
L him pecicularly how; the dclign ſhould be men- 
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« TheafftQion which the Captainibad 10 ſee! his 
dankee gi) preſeired and the: Ambicion . 
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in · la had. practiſed to his prejudice, and that wich- 
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he Father-in-law to: his Lord and Prince, and hy 
conſequence Governcur of the Counrey, ciuſed 
bim ts open his cares; ſo that although he knew this 
to be an unjuſt undertaking, yet however he reſolved 
to be an Actor, and therefore they having pligh:ed 
their trothes to each other, the matrisge of, lis 
laughter and Philemon was ſecretly conſuihated. 
The Captain of the CaSle reſolving to keep promile, 
chooſed out ſeven Soldiers Reformadoes, in hom he 
could confide ; and after he tad conjured them, and 
received an oath from them for their fidchuy and 
ſecteſie, he diſcovered his and Philemon cmerprile 
to facillitate which, he ſhewed them the proper: L 
means, giving them great prefents and greater promi - 
ſes, to ſerve as falſe witneſſes, to tettific and affirm 
that which ſhould be required of them. This being 
done he diſpaiched one of theſe Reform ados to Ar- 
chel aus, to entreat him to come 10 the Cattle, about 
nx baſine ſs of very great Conſequence, and wherein 
conſiſted the quiet of his eftate, which was of ſo 
peat importance, that he durſt not write lea che 
Letter ſhould miſcarry and much leſs could ketrult 
«third perſon to acquaint him by word of mouth. 
While the Soldier was on his way to deliver djs 
Meflage » the Traytor Philemon pur ſing to 28 "I 
his wickedneſs, cynningly laid his foundation on a * 
Letter which he found, which the Sage Emfroſena 
had with her own hand written to the Captain of 
the Caſtle ; whereby ſhe gave him ſome particular 
orders about governing the Country, which Letter hs 
;found among the Captains papers; and being well zc- 
: uinted wich his Mother- in- 11x; hand he prectiſed 


* aterfeit it & did it ſo artificially that it was nat 
0 1 to he 
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293 _ The Hiſtoryof Eraſtus and 
be diſtinguiſhed from her own proper writing, This 
Letter being perfected, he ſealed it up 2s Eufreſens 
was uſed to do; counterfeiting. a Superſcriprion 
| ( which-was addreſſed to the Captain of the Caſtle) 
8 he had done to the Letter it ſelf; and this he gave 
to the Captain, concluding with him how touſe 
it 


4 


U 


But to return to Archelaus, 25 ſoon 25 he heard the 
 Meflage from the Captain of the Caſtle, he mounted 
on hori-back, and rode with a. ſmall train to the 
Giſtle; where being come the Captain retired with 
him into 3 private Chamber, entring into a large 
diſcourſe of the great obligation which he had for 
him and his ſervice, who from ſo low à degree 86 
z private Geatleman and Soldier, had raiſed him 
to be a Captain of \» remarkable a place, that indeed 


might be very well accouni ed to be the ſtrongeſt of 


the Kingdom of France; for which cruſe and alſoin 
regard he was his naturall Leige-Lord, his dury 
Commanded him, to think vt naching more than 
the peace and conſervation of his eſtate and perſon, 
which he is bound 19 defend, aud maintain by 
his blocd arid with his Lite, And therefore he 


haying. the me ens to deliver him from a very 


great darger, he had been fo bold as to entreat 


him to come thicker, to give hin private adver - 


tiſement of that which Was alrcady 10 fer wa: d, 
that were it not fer hiv great Jae, and Qs 
thets that belonged to him, it might be concladed 
that his life was at an end, fo forwards was: 
the deugn againft him; And it would be difh- 
cult to preveat it, in regard it was corurived by a — 
t e on 
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fon in whom Ke: put the greateſt c infidende, und 
ef-whom be always had a good opinion And to 
nike it more plain to you ſaſd the CaptainRir! was 
your wife; whom you and I and al men elſe, have 
eſteemed for the beſt and Loyaleſt Lidy in the ©- 
world. Bat I very well know that chis Sex is frall 
in Subject to Change, which hath at all times been 
een, and nau more then ever, hut | never heitd of 
ſo wicked à defign as this: For ſome days lifes. 
whicher it is out of haired to you, or love 10 dome 
ether perſon, or any otber occaſion hath induce * 
her (tor I cannc immigin the reaſon) ſhe hath 
endeavoured 19 engage me to her by peeſents, and 
grear promiſes being more liberal chin onn⁰ . 
was at firſt Hrprixed. yet in conclaſion reſolved that 
this was only the effects of her good nature of which” 
hhe always gave ſefficient proof. And there ſote 
without immagining any evil, I endeavoured 16 do 
ber all poſſible ſervice and to infinuate further into 
her favour, acknowledging het for my Lidy and” 
Miſtreſs, as indeed ſhe is being your wifez and 1 
many times told her that thz greateſt deſire ] had 
in this world, was effect al; coy dem ntrate tie 
afl ⸗ction which I had for her ſerv.ce, accard- 
— duty 3 praying her freely co command 
me, and to imploy me 23 ſhe (honld tàink fi 
ts Lady and Miſtreſs, both of my goods * 
life, putting all into her power, to diſpoſe of 
at her pleaſure , holding my life an] gods very 
well imployed, when they ſhouid be uſed in her 
ſetviec. She hearing theſe offer Men were in 
general did believe the had ts aach pet over 
me, chat | would perfucac wizcſocy'r ber bruiciſh 
| V 4 cruelty 


cru ley hae paſſed her mind, which till then ſhe kad 
| 3 a cloak of mildnefs and courtelie;: 
| without conſidering what my honor and duty ob- 
me to: being confident hereof; not long ſiace 
oe this letter go me, which is of her own: 
Writing, as he that brovght it told me, by which (1 
5 tun if you. pleaſe.to read) ſue lollicites me: 
* wit the treaſon therein - contained, to kill yen 
one day when you ſhould come to this} 
| give aut à report that yeu dyed of age, or 
bo | . , whereby ſhe: might have toll poſſel 
- - fie of ,yqur land ; in recompence whereof as you! 
3 may les, he promiſes me the beft of your houſes; 
this only exceed at tay choice, but Sed forbid that 
any: ſuch treaſon ſhould enter into my breaſt, for 
proof of what I ſay. ſaid the Captain, behold the 
lener, and.thereupon after a os: reverence he zune 
it him im o his hand. 

Avrchelaus hearin p. this newes of his wile! Was dud 
ring the Captains diſcourſe in great 10r ment; con- 
ſideripg , the great experience he had of. his wived/ 

Fertue: he could nor imagine that ſhe wauld have: 
thonght, and much leſs have endeavoured fo tteaſo- 
nable an gction, yet underſtanding tha! by the letter, 
he might know the truth, he permitixd the Captain 
ta finiſh is diſeourſe, which being ended he took 
the letter, apd baving well viewed. and canſidered it, 
he did certainly belcive it to be her oven hand 
Went, 5 50 1 
' And He having often read this — vn 
very much tz ſhed with admiratiun, and even 
AS A man who ditames of ne and _ 
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hin, as the Captain had told Arcbelaus, but after 
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being able to diſeerne whether it be true or falſe (0 


"this poor Gentleman knew not what to think on the 
eee ſide, knowiog ir ro be his wives hand, and on the 
eber fide believing her to be fo faichful, that he 

| x it unpoſſibſe any ſueb tres ſonable action 


-hould enter into her heart, this perplexiiy of ſpirit 
| perceived by the Traytor who ſpake to him 


"that he might the better compa; his. defign, he thus 


tant inued his diſcourſe to Arcbelaus. ' "+. 


Sit, I doubt that this Letter is not the true hand © 


my Lady, iris, it is ſighing ſaid the poor Archelaus, 


Ino it too well. ſuppoſe it to be ſo ſaid the Cap. 

"tain, it was only to make tryal of my fidelity, for! 
+ F cannot. imagine for what reaſon ſhe ſhould attempt 
to murther one to whom ſhe hath without the leaſt 


diftafte alwayes ſhewed all manner of dutiful love; 
but I have diſcovered ſomething elſe, which cleers 
the truth of all, forſhe hath ſuborned with mony ſome 
my Soldiers, and took an onth of them. that they 
would kill me at her arrival here, which ſhould be 
ſoon after your death, that ſhe might be rid of vs 


both; and theſe very Soldiers have diſcovered this 


conſpiracy, after | had aſſured them of pardon, and 


mis they themſeſves will relate to you. 


Having ſaid thus, he cauſed the ſeven Complices 


to come into the Chamber, who when they came 
wier fell down on their knees before Archelaus, 


begging pardon jor the great fault which they had 
tommicced in harkning to ſo great a Treaien as that 
wherein they had been engaged, add for which · hey 
had received reward; and mace a particuler r-13Ginn 
how Exfroſena had hyted bem 16 Her the Cap- 


that 
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that being ſenſible of the greatneſs of the crinie. 
which they had undertaken; they reſolved of tus 


evils to chooſe the leaſt, and ſubmit to their Captain 

who had been graciouſly pleaſed to.pardon them. 
Arobelaus comparing this relation with the con- 

tents of the Letter, no onger doubted but that the 


caſe was juſt as the traytereus Captain had told him, 
yet he knew not what to reſolve upon, for on the 
one hand the great treaſon which he believed his wife 


to be guilty of, drove him on to revenge ; and en 


the other hand the love he bore to the innacent Lady; | 


flaid ad hindred him. The trayterous Captain per- 


ceiving this, ſaid Sir, when a man is intereſted in aa; 


caſe, and paſſi >nate his beſt coui ſe is to take adviſe 


of others, and therefore I will give you my beſt) 
counſel, which if you pleaſe you may follow, other · 
wiſe you may decline it, and take your own courſe. | 


It it were my caſe, I would have you ſend for 


your wife; pretending to conferre with her about” 


ſome caſe of importance, and ſo ſoon as ſhe'comes 
hither, /canſe her head to be cut off, as a reward for 


her treaſon, which I think is plain enough proved un · 


to you; Archelau; approving of the counſel of this 
irayterous and curſed Captain, ſent to his wite that 
without any dclay, ſhe ſhonld come to the Caſtle 
to acquaint her with ſome weighty matters; the 
good and virtuous Lady having received her husbands 
letter, ſuddainly mounted on horſe-back and came 
thither; bat ſhe was ao ſooner paſſed the two fic 
you of the Caſtle, when ſhe was ſe ed on by the 


ren Soldiers, who cut of her head, not permitting} 


her to {perk one word; Archelans woald. hot be 


preſent at chis miſerable exteution, but remitted 1 
| ; to 
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io the Captains oe who having performed 
bat de had intended, and reſolving to adde one 
neaſon to another. returned to Arcbelaus, to wham 
heſaid that Eufroſena ſering her life to be at the 
Jateſt account, and that her treaſons were diſcovered, 
for which ſhe had deferved death 3 fhe therefore 
tharged him to tell her Husband that ſhe prayed him 

n pardon thoſe crimes ſhe would have committed, 
thereſore confeſſing her ſelf worthy of a more cru- 
d death than ſhe was to ſuffer , alſo acknowledging 
that ſhe knew not wherefore ſuch a Treaſon had en- 
eil into her mind, but that Sed by his juſt judge- 
ent had bereaved her of her ſenſe and underftand- 

for the great Wrong which ſhe had dene to the 

Innocent Phil: mon, having ſo calumniated and accu- 
bel him, having hyred a Gentleman who complained 
qiinſt him, pretend ing that he had forced his daagh- 
ter, which was a thing counter feited, that ſhe might 
more her Son in Law from the management of 
thirs, and be her (elf the ſole Governnels, 

This the poor old man eaſily believed, ſo that 
he cauſed the rraiterous Ph;lemon to be immediately 
taken out of Priſon, making excuſes to him, for the 

lud uſage which he had reccaved, and he inſtantly 
int him into the ſame capacity he had bin in: giving 
him greater authority than before; ſo that all dit- 
patches depended abſolutely upon him and paſſed 


17 hands. 
Philemon then ſecing himſelf in the condition he de · 
bed, for ſome time managed the affiirs wich ſuch 


- op hers he in ſhort time obtained the good will 
«the People; yet conlidering that Archelaus was 


fot ſo old but that he might be married agaio, and 
-., = that 
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that then there would be an alteration in his-condj; 
tion, he purpoled to aſſure himſelf and be peaceable, 
Lord of all the Lands of Archelaus, whileſt it vu 
in his power, and not to delay his deſign, leſt (ome 
new trouble ſhould ariſe , whereforc being expegie 
enced in the dexterity of his Father inlaw, in wick» 
ed actions he declared his intention to him, defireing 
his affiftance. This Traytor had often thought of this 
matter as well as Philemon, and was ſo ambitioas.gof 
- ſeeing bimſelf great, that every day ſeemed 2 yen 
to him, till his Son in law fhonld be abſolute Lord 
and Maſter af thoſe Lands; and therefore he told 
Philemon that he ſhould leave the management gf 
that affair to him, for at Archelays his next coming 
ta the Cattle, ſuch order ſhould be taken, that for 
the future he ſhopld net be hindred of being aþſe- 
lute Lord ; and having conferred his totentipn wü 
choſe Soldiers that had murthered Cufroſena, that 
the next day he ſhould leave the Caltle, and goa 
dayes journey from thence to mannage his affairs, 
that his abſerce ſhould not cauſe him to be in the 
leaſt ſuſpected, and that he fhould be ready to te- 
turn thither as to the chief place of relidence, 
and to ſeize on all his other houſes before an 
trouble ſhould happen 18995 5 
Philemon takeing his Father in laws advice, de- 
parted fi om the © 
chelaus came thither, who one day walking wil 
the Captain in a private place of the  Caftle, 
two of thoſe 'murderours Soldiers threw a: girdk 
—4 his neck, and there immedisteiy Arangltl 
im. 5 


aftle , and not long after. 4. 
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The poor Arc belaus being dead, the raſcaf 
Captain made an out · cry, ſe thac all the Soldi- 
ers did run to fee. What was the matter and he 
holding the dead body in his arms, with feigned 


nears told chem, that while he was talking a C.. 


uunbe had ſeiſed on him, ſo chat he fell down 


leid in the place: and then he cauſed him to be 


kid in his bed, applying perfumes and other re- 
medies to ſee if he would come to himftelt, but all 
was to no purpoſe, which he ſeeing without any 
delay ſent in Poſt to Philemon, aud after he had 
coomerfeited lamentations for the death of his 


| Lord; he cauſed him to be interred in the moſt 


ptuous manner that he could. 
Philemon underſtanding of rhe death of A. 
chelaus wis very well pleaſed, but in appearance 
fhewed! much diſcontent and ſorrow, but ſoon re- 
tuned to the Caſtle, where with tears he was 
received of the Captain, and all others of the 
Town- | for their -lawful Lord; and having taken 
order for mourning , he took poſſeſſion of the 
Lordſhips thus wickedly uſurped before the time, 
beginning at the cheif City, and from thence g- 
ing from place to place without any contradicti- 
an; * » 198 
„The time of mourning being over, Philemott 
Was ſolemnly married to the Captains daughter; 


nd he gave large rewards to the Soldiers who 


bad ſerved him in his deſigns, bat in concluſion he 
tipſed them all to be privately murthered. hy 
He himſelf did not long enjoy his eftace, for 
the juſtice of Heaven Which leaves ne evil 
wor 1 979 |; addon 
0 | 1 &G 


» 
+ * 
* 


; | | J | 
30% Tube Hiſtory ef Etaſtus aud | 
- action unpuniſhed, raiſed an Engliſh Lord againſt hin 
to be his Enemy; who having intelligence with: cer 
. tain oner Prench Lords, who although they were 
Philemon Neighbours, yer they hated h im ſor bis 
ryranny) neec ſſitated um to retite to an intenſidew 
le Cuff ie, where being taken by the Engliſb, he vu 
burn: alive, and as they led him to” execution, h. 
conſeſſed that he had deſerved not only to be barn; 
bat a far worſe puniſhment, not for the wrong 
which he had done to the Exgliſu, but for the grem 
trea(on which he had committed againtt Arrbolant, 
and: the innocent Eufroſena; declaring par ticulatij 
hew all things had been contrived and execmed, 
ani then being faſtned to the ſtake, he there finiſhed 
| his wicked life, Fn 5 
N This hiſtery my- Lord, ſaid the Empreſs, L had + 
| Minde to relate to you, to fee if it might be paſſi- 
ble to pen your eyes that you may ſee that this 
yeur Son cadeayors nothing elſe, with | his-ſeven 
trayterons Complices (and not Phifafophers)' to 
difpacch me out of this world, being afſuredrhatit I 
were remoded : l who am your loyal wife and com- 
Padion, they would more eaſiſy attain their end; 
which is to make themſelves peaceable Lords of the 
ire, without waitirgh for the: natural courſe of 
your life, againſt which they have had many deligny 
and it would nut be long/erethey were effected, ii 
were once taken away from yeu, and this all per ſont 
of j-dgment may; calily- perceive , and although 
Heaven 22 will not leave this unpuniſhed, 
has yet we mult firſt ſuffer a-miſetable death, if 17 
cording co yeur duty, you do not make timely 
proviſion againſt it, and my Parents and W 
a er 
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the ſeven; wiſe ef eſters: of Home. | 304 | 
here preſent ought to give their ready eſſiſtanee. 
' Theſe ſpeeches of the Empreſs were uttered with 
ſo much livelyneſs and earnefineſs, that. Fot cnly.the 


Emperor, but her Relations reſolved that Eraſins 


ſhould dye without delay, ſo that if it had been day 


time, as indeed it was Kot, part of the night beiog 
"pafſed away and ſpent, the Emperour would have 
*avſed the innocent Eraſlus, and the ſeven Philoſo- 
1075 to be diſpatched z and therefore he gave-ab(o- 


ſute command, that withevt attending any other or- 
tar of the Senate, the next morning wühout any 
delay Prince Eraſtus ſhould be publicly. executed by 
the common Executic ner, and after him he ſeven Phi- 
loſophers z after he had given this order, he endeavo- 
red to appeaſe the Empreſs, and for her better ſa- 
tis ſacti on he committed the execution of the ſentence 
10 four Perſons, who were her particular favorites ; 
qubng bi father in Law, and other Lords who were 
the Relations of the Empreſs to ſtay and ſup with - 
bim, and he that night lay with the wicked and per- 


derſe Mpbrodicia. 
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CHAP. XXII. 


The Emperour Dioclefizn ſaw a Viſion in bis flee; 
of ſeveral ſorts of Animals whereby was demon. 
| flrated all paſſages about Prince Braſtus, and what 


part he ſhould take, by reaſon of which Vifion bt b.. 


came very melanc holy. 


? 


THE Emperor being in bed with the Empreſi wi 


vas ſo troubled in mind, that he could not pof- 


fibly ſleep until à little before break of day 3 and 
then his cycs were no ſooner cloſed, but he ſaw in 


x. Dream iſſac from his Reins a Pidgeon' white 13 


ſnow, che delicateft and faireſt that ever he had ſeen 


whereupon he being joytul, purpoſed to have it 


well and ceretully nauriſhed, it being already fo. 


fair that all the World admired it, and he himſelf 
was {© much in love with it, that all his pleaſure 
and quiet conſiſted in conſidering of the whiteneſs 
nd baitneſs of che Bird; which growing larger, and 
daily encreaſing in begutiy , he perceived that a Ser- 
pent came to his Pallace which was ſo beautiful, 
tha: although this An mal is naturally horrible, yet 
he was ſo in love with it, that ſometimes he pat ii in 
hi: boſome, and at other times lay with it j he alſd 


perceived that ſo ſoon as this Serpent ſaw his young, I 
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d by all means endeavoured te have its company. 
The Pidgeon 1 fit! was well enovgh contented, and 
not only the wed: [ove to, but alſo reſpected the Sei- 
gent 3 bus lee ing char the Serpent. kiſſed it, and en- 
ayoured by all means 19 couple with it, che Pid- 


| (een with horror and auger which it had againſt (bjs 


flahows and venemous beaſt began to flye; the Ser- 


gent on the other (ide fleeing it felt diſdained, 
kemed to have changed into mortal hatred, all the. 
live which he had to this Pidgean, epdeavguring by 
il means to kil the poor Bird, in ſuch manner pur- 
lying ir, ibatthe Emperour himſelf hated it - out of 
pet to the great Serpent. ſo that he alſo aſſiſted to 
kill it, and y et he thought that the poor Pidgeon made 
nodefence, only looked to. heaven, witheut ſpeak- 
ing, as if from thence it exp (ted aſſiſtance and fa- 


0 Kin the fair Pidgeon, ſeven ſeveral Animals ap- 
| red in order, who were all. of, different ſhapes, 
ſo that he could not diſtinguiſh what they were, yet 
were ſo fair, that all that behgld thera took ples»: 

hire therein; theſe Animals being arrived, one by ene 
* themſelves to defend the young Pidgeon from 
e great Serpent, fighting for the Pidgeon one: after 

mother; ſo that in the beginning it ſcemed,thar the, 
ſpent yielded, and yet afterwards he returned to. 
fault the poor Pidgeon more fiercely than before x. 
bar it was neceſſary that another of the ſeyen A- 
mals ſhould come to combate to defend it, and ſo 
here was ſeven aſſaults, during which the Emperor 
emed to fayour, the Pidgeon againſt the.Serpent, 


when 
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. Pidgeon to be ſo fair, he took great pleaſure. in it, 
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your; be alſo ſaw that as the cruel Serpent was about 
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when the Serpent had the better, he altered his mind; 
and was pleaſed to help to kill the Pidgeon, for love 
of the Serpent. | ; 

In conclnGGon, he perceived that the Serpent raiſed 
himſelf higher than before, and caſting forth all jy 
poyſon with the rage and fury that poſſeſſed hin, 


he had ſo diſordered the ſeven Animals, and the Pi: 


geon which all that time had made no defenſe, thy 
they ſeemed to be at the laſt gaſpe of their lives, and 
that yer nevertheleſs the Pidgeon appeared then with 
lo good x grace, and ſo greata vertue, that withow: 
Goring he overthrew and abaſcd the Serpent; ſo ti 
it remained upon the place not daring to ftir, which 


the curſed and perverſe Beaſt ſeeing it, imployed' il 


its rage and venome againſt it ſelf, ſo that it killed it 
ſelf ; whereupon the Emperor ſeemed to have the 


m much hatred ns _—y he had love for it, very | 
0 


much repenting that ke had ſo perſeeuted ſo pleaſam 
2 Bird as this Pidgeon was, at the deſire of fo hort 
ble a beaſt a» was che Serpent ; he alſo thought that 
all the City of Rems made Bone-fires for the delive- 
rance and victory of the Pidgeon, ſo that nothing 
, was heard throughout the whole Sity, but Drum, 
Trumpets, and other muſical nftraments. 

Ia concluſion the great noiſe which the 22 of 
Rome made at theſe Bone-fires, ſeemed to be ſo great 
that it awaked the Emperor juſt at break of day; then 


when the Sun-beams chaſed away the obſcurity of 


rhe night, and being awake, he began to conſider of 


the grede TE 4 that 1 GEE 
had flept; the apprehenſion of which, was ſo im- 
Srinted :h his mind, that he thought it rather a truib 
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one ſingle point. of it, although he could not remove 
from his fanſie 2 thing tar ha ſeen ſo perfectly, 
believing that it muſt neceffarily have ſome great fig+ 
pificarion conſidering the impreſſi in it had left in 
his mind, being thus very melancholly he aroſe, and 
ſoon after him the Empreſa j to whom a minute of an 
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"hour ſeemed to be 2 year, ſo defirous ſhe was to be 


Gitislied in the death of the innocent Eraitwe, and 
the feren Philoſophers , who took part with him 
v aint ain ihe juſt quarrel of their Diſciple 3 and - 
de wis no ſooner up, but ſhe ſent in grear haſte for 
fe who had Commiſſion to execute the ſen- 
re of the Emperor againſt Kraus and the, Phi- 
hers. | a 


| bye SY, bim to be ſilent untill then; 


" nalties 3 and knowing chat for the future he might | 
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example, of Hermogenet, tar wards..ng- 

, bad caxſed him te j| 
| erf nos Sea, that be might not ſee.. him toe. | 
greater than bimſulf: Ter howover the ſans Em 
chus at length obtained the Crown, of the _ am 


of Candia, although be was but the Son of an ordina 
Merchant, according to the fatal di 9 „ wiv 
20 foretold that he ſhould Arive at this dignuy; 
ng that there is no prudence nor humane conn- 
feb, x t can bivider that which once bath been di 
ter mii ued in Heaven, and by the Cæleſtiall Influence. 
And having declared the truth of the falk, as it had 
paſſed between him and the Empreſs , he and 'the 
_ Philoſophers ars acquitted, and the Empreſ $85 * 
pore: 56 


4 
RINCE Erastus knowing the Term was vaſt Y. 
of the fatal ſilence which the Stars had demon- | 
Acared to him, and enjoyned him to, under great pe- | ©| 
employ his tongue, which in ſo long time and info |. 
great dangers, wherein he had been encompaſſed, hci 


: e to perform its duty, _— thanks 
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jb himſelf to the beuntÿ 3 
whe vertue of his Maſters, 
ite found ot Paas N 
che'Malignivy'of” t 

— 156 ſoon us he'faiv thedewning of 
iy, b y biev{o much longed ft, he all 
hk in aholecuſtodythe was, ſiyi 
> from he net co the Eaper * 
from me that his gon Een 0 
E that he cih] as. freely gat, a6 12 J 
was neceſſary fot him to be ſen, and increar' 7 


— name, that although” be muy have p 
e e we 7 5 4 


me ofthutlife _ he former] 
Taster elch ar the end of Amy gays 
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ag. | bein had been and was. till envolred; 
: that- he ſometimes e not te make 


ſie him bad been chaage 425 ſo greats 
crio fem ele believed he had jaft occas 
| . 9 with. bis Son, who had ſo lide te 

4 him, "a4-n6t. to pey him one civil ſalutatiog 
"TIN wind 5 he was bound to, and for. thus he had na: 
Et. one ſingle. queſtion, there having been ſo 

ny. prapounded to him, who efore. he had concly- 

ded 1 this his; filence, was: ſufficient proaf of bis 
Fung in ſo an a Flee a5 he had been 


| 1 Ivy the Feperour lu gire him 
bee rouran ery 
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the ſeven wiſe Malers of Rome. 31 
yeetwous perſons as the Phil; 1 be miſer · 
ved oblich | pre th the only Son and 
An of a Roman Emperour, and that their wiſdome 
MW verrne which way known to all, could not fave 
ent, not that none would engage in their reſcue; 
The people being thus. gathered together, ſame of 
them perceived the Jaylor when he went to the Em- 
perovr, and therefore followed him ( being inquiſi- 
tive after news) bat were hindred by the Guard from 
＋ the Pallace, only ſome Noble men and per- 
ſons of quality were admitted, and were preſent when 
the Emperour commended the Jayloc to bring forth 
the Prince , theſe relating this news abroad to others 
if ws matter of novelty to all, 21 being of ſo great 
iiportance that it could not be hid in obſcurity, ſo 
1 it became ſo publick, that not only all 
inthe Palace was acquaintei therewith, but alſo the 
whole City of Rome, 'and principally the Senators 
this occafien been already ſent for, ſo 


' it their whole buſineſs, a 


that 75 — —＋ vers Pages wes - world of 
- ptople valities, men and women, 
pes ſmall ; who beings 9 A1 where mer . ether | 
ll expecting the iſſue & 
— of the ſpeech that Eraſſus would make be- 
pee the Senate, where every one firived to get a place 
that they might hear what would be ſaid. Only the 
mprceſs hearing of this news began to ſulpeR her af - 
fair, as well in ceſpeR of certain remorſe of conſcience 
hich preſſed her, as for the novelty of the caſe, ſo that 
being retired into ber Chamber, ſhe ruminated in her 
thoughts the event of this diſcourſe ; and the already 
aged ofthe wa her purſuit : _ then on u 
— her, Wh he 
A 4 


urther enflamed her 
wity 


With malice and ange ſetting good. ſpics upon the. 
Place, to ko when E % Bad ue — 
fore the Emperour, and to give her an account of all; | 
paſſiges that ſhould. happen. All che world being in, 
this expeRation, the young, Prince Eraſtus arived 
Fho went before hie Maſters, al the in hands being 
fettered and as ftrictly guided as if they had been ge 
ing to excention, as the Emperour had commanded; 
which Spectaele moved all to comyaſſſon. But on the 
contrary, the young Prince marched with ſo much 
magnaminity and canfiderce, that he appearcd 28. ff | 
he had mide a'Triupphant entry, rather then to go to. 
execution: And there did he {ce his Fuer ſittiag in 
the Senate, purpoſipg not to be qyercoms by — 
ly love, al:heogh his Son ſhould beg pardon ot fav: 
dur but to. leave him to the Jaftice of the Law. &. 
raſtus being come to a convenient place, with @ voice. 
high enough to be heard of all, begznas:followeth: \.. 
deny pot my Lord and Faiber, that, the-Creagores, 
of this world evety one im its kind ds foretimes: Gr, 
duce eff A: degenerating from their eſſente, 2 — 
there is nothing here beſow that arives 10 an ahſaluie | 
perfection; bur when this mizfern:n: happens to mari, | 


10 (ee wicked Childreg iſſue from good Parents, who. 
however have taken pains to b them well bi a 
up, and inflructed ſuch, 2s ibeſe Nate Kone, 
not to bę men but brate Beaſts, y '" — A 4 9 

mach the more ſhould | confeſs my {. to. he, ſuch, 
- if ] ſhould comwit,. or think, Pr dn vg; 

ext acrime as that wherewith, nch 5 Ang, 

ould he more Criminal then a „ neh, bork 1 


"againſt Nature and the breedig. that I. hz p 
had, being "naturally iſſued, Hm your Rd 


2 Wee a 5 — 7, een Sn Sen r | 
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the * wiſe ¶ Maſters of Rome. x8 
ynes- being educated and inſtructed wich uch 
Lnowledgand i imegrity a3.hithcrio hath been πνονn 
JA will. for the future be acknowiedged to bein 
theſe my ſeven Maſters, who are here p;*{#nr 4, h 
for good cauſe you wade choice of; to ami dhe 
— of my tender Age, to whom ac to che 
edneſs of Nature, and by their diligeace aud in- 
ry, lam ſure I am ſo well profited, aut have given 
dich an opinion of me in Rome, ( for alwayes with 
my Age | have ſo purſucd the tteps of vertue, that I 
Ian ſpeak it without being taxed, of arroganc: 2) kat 
ö — to the Age of diſeretion, it is a thing l. 
. | moſtincredible ro believe that ] ſhould:fo much for · 
my ſelf, as to fall into a crime which ſhould de- 
— your bloed, and the reputation of our houſe, 
which by this means mould be contaminated with 
ſe villanous a crime, as this whereof I am accaled ; 1 
wonder how it can enter into the thoughts of any aac g 
| Ted have o mall reſpeR to the honor of o 
; | dovſe, which u hell concerns we being your Son, and 
. why ſoccer, conſidering my Age, and wy ſtudy of 
. oſophy to which I have wholly applyed my ſelf, 
a erer ſince the honr of ay Nativity, / mult needs be a 
' 2 tent bern. and evil, zhat which is pro- 
kudle and hacifal, honeſt or diſhonetft , and there- 
| fore I, have wondescs when I thought with my ſelf 
{ | how. ir; fhould, be poſlible to belisye, and that ſo 
| <fily. — al commit an a ſg villanous. & ow 
——— 2 6 a thanght. 10 co 
y for the ſpeeches of —_— 


F any, proof of the act true I am moe 


vau, Who have given ſentence againſt 
avſe. 1 have ger ſpoken one werd that might 
0 ſet ve 


i 


7 


Eraſtus an 


nz e nber 
ſerve for my Juſtification, neither at the beginn 
when lis accuſed, nor during theſe days wherein 


ny Mafters here preſent have ſaved my life ; 60 that . 


this my ſilence hath had the power to induce thoſe 


who conſider things no further than their eye de. 


monſtrate to them, to belicve that | had commited this 


Villainous act wherewith | was charged, and thut be. 


ing ſorprized in the very manner, and knowing the 


Crime to be fo hanious that there was no expectauon 


of pardony | was thereupon ſo confounded, that I wat 
bereaved of my ſpeech. Bat my filence wis ocesſion- 
ed by x higher cauſe, where with if you bad beeii' fo 


well acquainted as were theſe my Mafters, you wWeuld 
have known that it was impoffible for me to d & 
therwiſe, without falling into an extream evill, lich 
I could not avoid, it having been ulready allonte® te 


me, and my only remedy conſiſted in being ſilent fot 


theſe ſeven days, I very well knowing ther ny life” 


was ingreat danger if it were not prolonged fot that 
time, as well by the learned diſcourſe of my ty 
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the ſeves wiſe Maſters Rome. 314 
, we concluded te do rather than diſobey your 
in net coming to Rome, doubting al- 


fo leſt I ſhould fall into ſorne” other inconvenience 


which ſhould procure pour diſpleaſure, and render me 
infamous to all poſterity ; and theretore hazarding all 
ther might befal me, J reſolved to continue ſeven 
es without ſpeaking, iſſuring my ſe:f that m 
cauſe would not fail me; being confident of rhe 
at vertue of theſe ſeven Maſters, who like 
and vertyous Advocates have alwayes' oppo- 
—— ageinſt the fury of thoſe WhO 
> re the ruin 2 my life and honor. 

And thereupon he gave 2 particular account of 
what they had ſeen in the Heavens and the Aſpects 
the Stats, that evening before they took their 
to Rome y and the reſolution which he and 
bb N had thereupon taken, in purſuance where- 
— (offered yery much, conſidering thegreat 
inconvenience cauſed by his filence, which gave oc- 
cifiph'to all people to helieve that in regard he made 


- to defence, he was guilty of the great fe lony where. 


Ahe wes nccuſed f yet however his heart had not 

filed him, being aflured that what way voce: eſla- 

bliſhed: mt confirmed by the Czleſtia} influences: 

|> yy is if he continued ſilent ) he ſhouſd avoid that 

q ſo that in toneluſion he did not doubt but 

by das nc ant all chi l would be well aotevihſt and. 

the words, und forms which 

3 where in the will of the 

alt cmoecul} things re eaſily — ties nd 

p tre eren 

er God being imcorta 1 e in oe e 

e; lo at vet d bin once Geierm 
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315 The Hitfry of Keats and 
above follows by neceſſity, although i it be by ord, 
nary means; notwibſtanding all oppoſi ions and wog- 
traditions whaclnorer, And:thatir ii . ſaich tha 
gung Prince, I will prove it to you by the e 

— a very vertupus young man, and to be — 
was ſo contrary, that he wha ſhould” have advance 
him, endeavoured his death ; and yet however he at 
rived ta be 2 * being a Mean perſonage, 15 
the influences of the Stats had predicted, aud el 

which was intended to hinder, his nels, was the 
means whereby he arcived toxpyaldignityx!z belag 
And / now make it my humble: requeidto mel 
here preſent tq excuſe the leniih of my diſtourſa, in 
regard I have been ſilent ſo long, and dow being atchis 
— riy to ſpeak lahipk it got a he ãnconvemetunꝭs 
unreaſonable, that | give my ſelf his Aatisfat / en 
that | uſe myutmoſt endeavouſb te pleaſe Aa“ 
tors, che matter in babe of ſol greia ima 


* to me. {10 tvs 3+ 5 2 DASINSYNOIM | 


\ , 
„ 75 


5 in Nr Cquarriet, end 
icularly in zie of ilaſtrĩous und famous City of 
25 — — * 7 — : 
pu eee e cuſt e andgorcopge : 
ar having a long time uaffiqued with Nute 
diſe without apy / r 

. "and arrived g,, wealth; ed be:thad ya 
te bave any,miote . — to iht br Wd 


— . —. 
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8 the ſeuen wiſe Maſters of Rene 316 
 banarable ; end Fortune was ſo favourable ta him 
in this enter priſe, that in ſhort time he ſaw his (on ve- 
ry well inſtructed in Learning and Armes, and in all 
aner vertuous actions becoming a Gentle-man ; yet 
however ſeeing that he was moroſe and inelancholly, 
by reaſon he kad no company in the houſe to con · 
rſe with.at home, neither bad he travelled abroad : 
there is no better way to know the World than 
to travel in ii, which gives a greater reputation to 

and is more profitable than to live alwayet at 
nd their Neſts ; wherefore that he might pleaſe 
him; he reſolved to travel into ſeveral places, and ha - 
— rote proviſion of moneys neceſſary for ſuch an 
undertaking, and choſen out thoſe, that ſheuld ae - 
company or attend him, he provided and furvifhed 
2 Ship, wherein he and all his company embarqued, 
| aud having taken order about his Domeſtick af- 


ee GO 4 


fairs, with the firſt. good wind they fer (ail, and 
having ſailed ſeveral dayes, and meeting with a 
' torr, they made towards an Ifland where they 
; in this Iſland he had a mind te remain 
_ ſome, dayes, as being a pleaſant place; well ma- 
purtd, and the Inhabitants very civil and courte- 
on but being dclirous ro purſue his Voyage, 
he embarkqued, when he ard his (on had no 
ſapner left the ſhare but they ſaw two Birds as 
white as Swans, who hovered about their Veſlel, 
and in. the end perched on the Agtieat of the 
main: Maſt, where they had not long reſted, bur 
they, deſcended as if they would have ſetled an 
the bead of the young Hermogenes, but ſoon re- 
Arned from whence; they came, where they began 
zo var ble & ſing ſo ſweetly &charmoniouſly thas ow | 
* | wo 


JJ F i Ents an obs ̃ Sear ee a , * 
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$17 The Hiſtory of Eraftus and - ; 
' would have imagined them to have bin Mofitiant 
that endeavoured to ſhew their atmoſt skill and eun . 
ning: ſo that all the Ships company, who were ples- 
ſed with their harmony, durſt not ſtir for fear of di- 
ſtarbing them; Europus who had formerly learned 
ſevera} words of the auguries of Birds, and their 
lignifications, bethought himſelf what this might 
mean, being ignorant whither it foretold good or e- 
vil ; and ſeeing his ſon very penſive, and yet never- 


theleſs very pleaſant in eountenance, he ſaid to him, 


is ir poffible that what I have former ly heard hath 
been true, that there are brute Beaſts, who by extra- 
ordinary geſtures will foretel things to come; and 
that there are men ſo wiſe as to underſtand them? 


there is nothing more certain replyed young Hermo. 


gewer, for often times by theſe and ſuck like means, 
tome men have fore · told ſeveral accidents to come, 
2 long time before they have hapned, and that their 
hearts might be enjightned, and be upon the grenter 
certainty, they offered ſacrifices proper thereunto, 
making uſe of many things that I ſhall not at preſent 
mention. If this be true ſaid the Father, ] would 
| gladly) know the meaning of the pine of theſe 

two Birds, if you are very deſirous ſaid young Her- 
noreves, for the Obligation which, I have to obey 
you, I will give you thac-ſatisfaQion let what will be- 


fal me; and thereforc you are to take notice thatall 


which you have ſeen,and all the wardling of the Birds 
was made only in reſpe& of me, and of my future 
— theſe Birds have ſignifyed no other thing 

tas they perched themſelves fo much higher than 


; you are, fo much hereafter ſhall I ſurpaſs you in 
Ffentiels, in lign whereof they have begun on 


* 
to me. 
* - ” {- 


* 
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the ſevemwiſe Malers ff Rome. 31g 


The Merchant Ewrepus hearing this was ſurprized 


biker wich Choller or Envy, or rather with both to- 


gether; and ina great fury ſaid, 1 will take order that 
. 


8 not take cf, and ſaying ſo, be 


took his (on by the ſheulders and threw him over- 


d into the Sex , ſaying to thoſe in the Ship, that 
though he defired his Sons advancement, yet how: - 
ever he intended not ro make him greater than him- 
ſelf; and that he had rather chooſe to dye without an 


5 | — than to gire the leaſt reſpeR in the world to his 


a, and therefore he commanded inflantly to hoyſt 
vp the ſailes, and ficer their courſe far Ar 
certainly believing that his Son was devoured by 
the waves, but it hapned quite otherwiſe , for be 
thinking to abaſe his Son, and to hinder the great- 
neſs that was prepared for him, he (horined his way 
thereunto ; young Hermegeres than endeavauring te. 
gain the ſhore by (wiming ſo well as he could, a — 
wins lo aſſiſted him, ĩhat in leſs than an hour he found 
kiwſelf afhore, on the (ame Iſland from whenee they 
ſet out8&&from whence his cruel father had caſt him in. 
totheSea being much wearyòtſpent yer the Illanderg 


releived him ſs well ( having e en for the cen». 
elty that had been ſhewed to him) that he in ſhore 
time recovered, and having continued two dayes in 
that Ifland, ke ſaw a very large Merchants Ship wan 
chdeavoured to take harbor there to refreſh them 
ſelves and take in freſh water h and conſidering with 
himſelf that to continue longer in that Ifland, his 
tondition would not be better, he made his caſe 
wn to the Maſter of the Ship, who was a rich 
ler of Candy, named Seovife who haviag diſ-. 


22 


ty 
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is be Tiftory of Eraftus and 3 
eourſed with young Hermogines, ind underſtanding 
from him particularly how every ihing had hapned; 
he asked him what courſe he intended to take j t | # 
this the yoong man anſwered that he was content te e 
what he st. ung pleaſe to command him, if he would |} 0 
be pleaſes io accept of his ſervice 4 whereupon Steri. h1 
fo being very willing, accepted of him, and from chat || * 
time Hermogenes diſpoſed himſelf to ſerve him truly I b 
and faithfully, which he performed ſo well, that Ste- 0 
rifo being childleſs and being ont of hopes ef having 2 
any Children, purpoſed to adopt the young Herm. h 
gehes, ſeeing his good and honeſt carriage, which 1 
wavevery way ſuch as Srerifodelired in a Son, if he | 
Had had any; Being arrived at his houſe, and having ſ 
accquninted his wife with his defign, he found her $ 

very willing and free to it, and (on after they both t 
declared him for their proper Child, and becanſe of 0 
the' bounty of Fortune which had been manifeſted . 
rowards him, they changed his Name and called him i 

” Emtichns, that is to ſay Bonadventure, or good Al. 
urn ürt, which being done you may underftand that - 

if at the beginning, a young man ſo weh hred, had r 

Garrjed himſelf reſpectively towards Stirefo and hiv, 
wilt when he was adopted, he then made it his 
Study to do much better, and with all fidelity, dili- 
gence and readinefs to apply himſelf to theit (er+ 


t was about this time that the King of Candy, who 
Wis named Cricornews, that is to ſay a Judge of Birds, 
whether that were his proper name or only impo;' 

d on him) by 2 certain accident, was then in tent 
trouble, and not knowing which way or howto de- 
liver himſclſ out of it, he counted himſelf to x bans] | 

4 3 
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the ſevenwiſe Matern Rome. 320, 
bippy and unfortunate, and being ignorant of Wb 
cquſe of this trouble ; he Judged that ſome great m 
fortune would: befall him, and the Candiots his Sad, 
' jefts bed # bad opinion of himy ſuppoſing ihat ibis had 

'F happened in reſpeR of ſome enormous Sin ;Which e 
had Committed; And this, was his aff ction, ſo oft&% . 
1c he went out of his Chamber three Crowes weult 
preſens themſelves before him; as- if they had waited. 
on purpoſe, which flew round about him flutteriag 
ard Croaking in ſuch manner; that the poor Prince 
had his brains ;atmoft broken, fo that he was forced 
io return into his Chamber from-this.mischief, being 
very de ſirous to be releaſed. a bis laſt refuge, he cau- 
ſed it to be proelaimed throygh all his Countries by 
Sound of Trumpets, and throvgh all the Iſle: of Candy 


” 


| 


that if there were any. one who- could remedy this. 
Croaking of the Crows, and deliver him from the. 
trouble which they gave him; he would give them 
the, one half of his Kingdome for their reward. 
and if ir Were a man, ke wauld furthermore 
give his 'onely Daughter in marriage to | 
them. E. e 
This being Proclamed, many went te try their 
kill, thinking to de liver the King from the trouhle 
of rhe Crews, ſome by Negromancy and the In? 
vocation of Spirits, and-others by certain Medecis.. 
nal comporſiions and Ten thouſand other experi- 
ments, and yer there was none rhat could eſſett 
what they intended. The young Emtichwe- un- 
derſtanding this news * the .Prociamation 
of the King of Candy bethbught kigaſelf that ic 
be * | x | might - 
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321 The Hiſlary of Eraftus and 
might happen to be he that ſbonld receive this gent 
eg which the King had promiſed, ſince 2 8 
liedin the interpretation of the Geſtures and Song || 
ef the Crowes, in which knowledge he was very | 
well skill'd; and therefore he humbly entreated Steri· * 
fo ( without whoſe commands he would undertake | 
nothing) that he would pleaſe to give him leave to | 
deliver King Criternews from the trouble of the 
Crowes, aſſaring him that he could eaſily perform | 
it z to this the Old man conſented, and he kimſelf pre- | | 
ſented him to the King, who likewiſe promiſed him, | | 
that ſo ſoon as Entichus ſhould have delivered him | 
from: the trouble wherein he was, he? would perform 
the promiſe he had made, and confirmed it with an 
euth , whereupon young Entichns having made his || | 
| pans > the King, he humbly entreated that it 

wa pleaſe his Majeſty to take the Aire out of his 
| 
| 
| 
; 
{ 
| 


| aring. him that he would immeadiately 
- acquaint him, with the occaſion of the Croaking of 
the birds, and by that means free him from the 
trouble he was in · The King very readily performed 
this, but he was no ſooner come out of his doors, but 
the Crowes came fluttering and Croaking more then 
ever they had done, The young Emichas ſaid to the 
King, know Sir, that this Croaking and flutcering of 
the bird, comes not by any evil that is in you nor 
any other in your houſe, but theſe birds come to you 
te decide'a difference which is between them : This 
Erow which is known his feathers to be older 
' than the other, toałk to wife this other which appears 
to lie a Male but is a Female, but when a ſcarcuyof || \ 
proviſion happened, he hunted her away and would | 
not Keep her company, ſo that ſhe joyned her —_ 4 
| is © 


: — 
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. this young Crow, whichis that in the middle; when 
there was victuals enough to eat then the old GroW- 
would egain have flis Female, but ſhe ſeemed to be 
diſcontented, and furtherfore the young Crow hoped, 
to have ſome pleaſore with the Female in chat good 
ſeaſon, ſince he had provided for her in the time of 
ſcatcity, & this being in debate, & they net agreeing 
there upon arc com io you that by yont royal authoti 
ty whereby you make Laws and ordinances, that you, 
would be pleaſed to pur an end to their difference, by 
your defini: ive ſentence; aſſuring you Sir, that ſo 
ſoon 2s you ſhall pronounce ſentence they will be 
gone, and trouble you no further. The King hear- 
ing what Entichus had ſaid, adjudged by his abſolũte 
ſente see the Female to the youeg Crow, and he had 
no ſooner made an end of pronouncing bis ſentence 
but the Gcowes flew away without cver teturning 
gain, to the wonder of all the SpeRators, who muck 
mar vailed thereat, but above all the King Was A- 
ſloniſned, and deſng tranſported ran to embrace 
young Entichus; telling him that from thenceforth 
be ſhould take him and ne other for his natura] Fa- 
ther, for ſaid he I will perform my promiſe ingiving 
you my Daughter and rhe half of my Kingdom, Anti- 
eln making His duc reverence to the King, humbly 
thanked him, and ſo they returned to the Pallace, the 
pood old Sterifo being joy ful of his Adopted ons 
dvancement alter he had given him his beſt inftruQi- 
ens and bleſſing, deparied goeing home to his wife 
"and leaving his Son Emtichus at Court, both beloved 
. N | is Nobility, as 
b ee 7 ds En department oof 
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bin and conning, for he frequented Jouſts and 
Tournaments in ſhort time became ſo Compleat a 
Practitioner, that he excelled all others ſtill bearing a. 

Way the Prize. . | 

Ar this time there was an Emperour of Germany, 

Whoſe name was Frederich, who was ſo accompliſhed 
2 Prince in all endowments both. of body and mid, 
that he excelled ak the Princes, Kings, and Empe- 
routs in the whole world. The fame of this Empe- 
roars vertues flying abroad into all parts, it came to 
the hearing of Prince Extich ( for ſo [may now 
call him, his vertue having procured him that Title) 
who being delireous of procuring fame abroad, as 
well as at home ; aud therefore purpoling to t. avel], 
and no place being ſo fit as he thought as the Tourt 
of the Emperour Frearick he aiked leave of the King 

to go thither, His requeſt was not denied, only the 
King adviſed him to ftay (ome time till honourable 
provifien were made for him, that he might appear 
at the Emp*r-urs Court, in an equipage beſitting the 
Son of the King af Candy, and that before he went he 
would perform what was at firſt inteuded, and was 
indeed neceſſiry in marrying his Daughter. To 
this Prince Entichus replied, Moſt renowned King 
and honoured Father, I moſt humbly thank you fer 
your great re ſpect towards me, in condeſending to 
give me attendance, and other equipzge beficring 
your Son. but I delire you to ſpate that charge and 
trouble, for if my own vertues are not ſufficient to 
to beſpeak and make known my quality, it will be 
in vain to have any other Ornaments ; therefore I 
defire to go, although not altogeiher n a 
. i + 
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and us a private? perſon, 5 to have as few-as maY 
be, and a8 little charge only your Letters Credent - 
als, that | may be received as your Son if (hall d. 
-ſerve that Title; and as to your other deſire of mY 


u pfeſent marriage, [humbly and heartily thank yon 


fer your offer, and above af thing: zccept of yon 
-Majeſties Alliance, but defire the conſumation there” 
of may be deferred till my return, hoping-then 40 
bring ſo good a fame with me, / as may in part merit 
the [Naftrious Title of your Son-in-law, and there- 
- by render me to your Danghter more acceptable for 
her husband. „ Feet 
Prince Entic hus having finiſhed his ſpeech, which 
. was.dilligently obſerved by the King who . knevs it 
was modeſt and reaſonable, he therefore conſented 
. thereto and gave him leave to-depirt accordingly 
-fieſt furniſhing him with a ſufficient quantity of 
and Jewels ; and now in fhort time he artiv- 
ed at the Court of the Emperour, who received him 
with fall /mmaginable. kindneſs: And there he be- 
\ haved himſelf ſo well, that the Emperour made kim 
his Carver. And ſoon after Prince Arthur Son ta 
. the King of England, arriving there was kind'y re- 
ceived of the Emper out, and him he made his. Cup- 
' bearer; And theſe two Princes Entichus and Ar- 
thay — — like one another in ' face Proporti- 
dn, and voice, that they could hardly be: diſtingui- 
ſhed, and as they were i alike in bodies Ie hoy 


+ Lived esch other with an entire and K iba) at. 
. , *%. * Ain , 


bean The Bmperour had only one Child and that 
was a Daughter who although ſhe kept a Court by 
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| her ſelf and had ſervants of her own yet erery day did 
the Emperour ſend her 2 difh from his own table by 
- Entichus his Carver, who by that means had the 
opportunity of ſeeing her and the advantage to bee- 
Reemed by her; but he being one diy * from 
the Emperours Table, and the Ewperout zceording to 
Soſtom intending to ſend to his Daughter ; Prince 
eArthay performed that Office on his behalf, by this 
means he had the light of the Princeſs Angelica 
( for ſo was ſhe named) who perceiving that it was 
not Emtichws, enquired his name and quality, and he 
| having anſwered her departed, but alrhongh he was 
wel in body, yet he was ſo ſorely troubled in mind 
that not being able to hold up his:hcad, he retired and 
went to Bet. VT 
His friend Prince Enzich«s miſſing him, and doubt- 
ing ihe matter to be as indeed iv it was ( fot he un- 
derftood that he had ſupplyed his plick, in carrying 
Diſh from the Emperour to the Prince(s, ) and he 
ſoppoſing that the fight of her, had wounded his heart 
with love; he therefore wet te his friend Arthur: 
Chamber, and demanded the cauſe of his ſickneſs, 
which Prince Arthur being unwilling to giſtover, 
made excuſes, but Extichws being confirmed in his o- 
pinion, declared it to his friend Arthur, who then 
could not deny, but _ = Love of — 
Angeliva wis the cauſe © is diſtemnpet-;tWerewpon 
Emichus deſired «Arthur to be tomfoned, and he 
would affiſt him in all that he might, either did he 
fail in his premiſe, for the nexi day he havinguch - 
portunith of waiting on the Princeſs; A prdſented 
her with - = Rick Jewell of his own, hum delivered 
Aras ſent to her by his ſtlend Arthur, whoſe Love he 


cecommended 
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enclined 19 love Prince G ler, accepted of thoſe pre- 
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recommended to her me an humble S uitor 


The Princeſs ſeemed to he offended with him for 


his boldneſs-and charged him not to proceed in that 
mnanner, but however he took all opportunities of 
preſenting her with Jewels from the Prince ¶Aribur, 

| anduſed all poſſible Arguments to induce her to pity 


and love his friend; whereupon ſhe who had borne 


' ſome affection ta himſelf, asked him why he had not 


ſpoken on his own behalf, to this he replied that he 
did net eſteem himſelf ſo worthy us the Prince his 
friend, either in birth or otherwiſe, and beſides that 
his heart had not as yet bees wounded with love, as 
his friends wes ; wherefore there being ſe great 


a friendſhip between him and Prince Arthur, 
be thought himſelf eblieged to try all menns to 


procure. his ſatisfaRtion and therefore he was 
an humble Supplyans to her in his friends be- 


half. 


The Princeſs anderſtanding thus much, and being 


ſents that Entichus had offered, and at his eatreary 
was" won to admit them both into her Chamber, at 
a time appointed that eveging. This was good news 
to tic hus, who ſoon -earried rydings hereof to his 
friend Armur; who was in a manner faviſhed with 


joy at the recicall, ſo. that he left his Bedand was 


immeadiately ſo well, that at the time appeinced he 


went to xiſit bis fair Princeſs; whe received bio kind- 

ly at preſent and ſoon after was conquered with his 

Importunity and his friends courtſhip, ſe that he had 

| freedame re he with her, when and a3 often as he 

- Pleaſed z but this affair on manniged very FROM 
| 4 . 
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in re gata the Empet very cautious and vigilant 
over his Daughter, ind many Courtiere who per- 


Ceive# Artberi too muck familiarity with the Prin- 
cel; ; were envious thereat, and ſonghthow to en- 


dhe they were frpſtrated and diſappoimed 


in preg: hazard on his friends behalf. 
* The caſe ft00d thus with theſe Ptiaces, when Ler- 


his friend Emichus; who oftentimes put his perſon 


ters came ro Enticbus of the death of the King of 


Candy, and that he ſhould return and take poſſeſſion 
of his kirgdom, this 'hewet he declared to them who 
were tight {orrowful for his departure, and ſo ws 
the Emperor himſelf when he came to take leave of 
hiar} but however knowing chat ir was neceſſary for 


his advancement, he gave leave for bis departure, 


meft of the Court attended him part of his way, but 
particalarly his friend Arthur and the Prineeſs, who 
wete grie ved for the loſs of his Company, he advi- 


led them to be very private in their meeting, refling | 
Arthur that ſome one in time would diſcover his love 

to the Princeſs, if he were not very Wat y and circum- 
ſpect, and that would be bis ruine ; to this he promi- 
: ſed to take good heed, and Prince Arthur taking 2 


preciousring from his finger, and giving it to Prince 
Entchuy after ſtrict embraces, and a ſolemn burſor- 
towtul farewell, theſe friends and Lovers ſeperated, 
he purſuing his journey, and they returning to 
Cqurr z; where net long after Phu Bon "to 
the King of Fate, itrived and ivis-admitted 


into the place of Prince Enticbus, which was much 
10 the ſorrow and trouble of the to Lovers, for 
. 1 8 | * N ü. 221 h. -they j 
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they were fuſpeRted aud watched by Prince Phare- 
mond, who was ſo curiaus in bis ſearch after ihe 
truth of their love, tharhe found it and diſcovered 
them, and. having ſome deſigns upon the Princels 
himſelf, and now finding all his hopes fruftrated, 
he through rage and anger reſolved to be revenged 
on them both; and therefore he publickly accuſed 
them both before the Emperor, whe ſo ſoon 35 he 
heard of it was very angry, and (ending for Artbax, 
told him of what he was accuſed, telling him that if 
i; were proved, he ſhould dye « ſhameful death; 
Arthur pleaded that he was innecent, and that he 
would prove it in Baitel againſt his Accuſer, to chis 
the other conſented, and the Emperor aſſigned them 
the day of Combar, | | 
This was very-unpleaſant to Prince Arthur, but 
much more to the Princeſs, when he acquainted her 
therewith 3 but they ſeeing how their affairs ſtood, 
adviſed how to prevent the enſuing danger ,. for 
, "dangerous it would be for him to fight with 
"Fharamond, who was not only 2 very, yaliant 


Koight, but had a/juſt and true cauſe, which com- 


monly is the occaſion of the victory; whereas if he 
ſhould fight in defence of an wniruth and for that 
of which he was guiley, he might juſtly expect to 
fail, and be vanquiſhed ; this they both belejved 
would happen, and therefore conſulted what to 
do, and thus it was, that they wanted the pre- 
ſenee 'of their dear friend Eztichus. This con- 


ſideration brought it into the minde of the Prin- 


ceſs; how that they ſhould accompliſh their ba - 
lineſs , and therefore ſhe having thus adviſed her 
Lover 5 to take his opportunity very ſuddenly, 
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2 
—_ eofpeak withithe Emperor, and tell bim that he had 
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received Lenters from the King bis Father, that he 
muſt needs go home ſuddainly,Þ:cauſe he was ſick; 
and rherefore to delire hig leave ta dpart , and togire 
Junger time for the-Combar, which having oþtained, 


togo then immediately to King Entiebus, and delire 


his advice and affiſtance ; Prince Aribur followed 
the directions of the Princeſs in all theſe particulars, 
and obtaining leave of the Emperor, he travelled (6 
Jong that hr qyrired at the Court of King Entichus, 
and there privately he acquainted him with his af: 
fairs, and the occaſion of his journey; King Entrchys 
wes very gizd#ro ſee him, and deſu ous in alli things to 
adviſe and aſſiſt kim but knew not how; there is no 
way but this replyed Arthur, that you return in wy 
behalf, and not being known to be other than wy ſelf, 
on my befaif to perform the Bittel and return; King 
Entichas approved of har his friend Arthur hed pra- 
Pounded, but they were very moch Rraitned for time 
in regard it was but eight daychtimerathe day. pre- 
Gxed for the combuce, and it it were delayed for one 
day he could not poſſibly arrive there time enough, 
and ke had inviied all his Nobility on the next day 
:to come to his Wedding. This was ſuch zu cÞlacle 
as could not he removed ar remedyed, and put them 
to their wirs end j but King Ex ichus being reſolved 
to give an abſolutt proof of his friendſhip, and ba- 
ward Kingdome; Wife and Life, and all tather than 
- bis friends ſhould ſuffer in their honor, he therefore 
tus comrived the buſme ſe; that Nrince Arthur in all 
things teſemblingK ing Errichu: ſheald ſtay chere, vnd 
2s if it were he be married to his Queen, and hold all 


the folemnicy of the Noptials; anly when he was in 


bed with her to forbear proceeding with her: and 
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had I that he would immediately return to the Emperors 
he Court, and undertake the Combate, and if ke ob- 
; } tained the Vito Rely return, and ſo might he 
e 0 fo tee to his beſt beloved, this being concluded 
d, | apon they ſeperated accordingly. ; 

re On the next day was ſolemnixed the Wedding of 
© | Prince Arthur and the Queen, as if he had been 


Niag Entichar, and after much feaſting, at night he 
went to bed with his Bride, but that ke might per- 
fore wich King Entichus, he laid 2 naked ſword be- 


| ewween them, and which ſhe much wondred at, how- 
is || ever be continued to do ſo all the time of the abſence 
0 ef his friend; King Emichus arrived at the Emperors 
0 Court, applyed himſelf te the Emperor, telling him 
' I that although bis Father the King of England was 
5 . . 

very ſick, yet as a true Knight he had left him, and 
uns come at the time prefixed, to pertorm the ap- 


pointed Combate, the Emperor received him kindly, 
and wiſhed him good ſucceſs, and ſo he went to his 
\Lodgings as if he had been Prince Arthur, only the 
| $ entertained him privately, and underſtood 
ſrom him in what condition he had left his friend, 
much wondring that there ſhould be ſo much friend · 
ſuip between them. The next day being. the day of 
Battel, both the Champions being ready before the 
\Combate began, King Extiebus before the Emperor 
declared that if Pharamond did accuſe him with: in + 
; £ontinence, or too ranch familiarity with the Princes 
- Hlagilics, ihn the necuſation was falſe and untrue, 
und that he therein lyed to the great diſhonor of him- 
(elf,the Ptinceſe, and of the Emperor, and chat he Ws 
n falſe &t. and that he was then ready to make good 
npon him in ſingle combat, Pharamond hearing this 
protefiatios, anſwered, that what he had ſaid was 
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2 -rrve, and that he was ready to prove, and thereupon 
3 — — ready arch d, they mounted their horſes 
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| an the combate which laſted not long. fo K. 
'- "mtschaws he ing the better Warriour, ſoori variquiſhec 
his enemy, and cutting off his- Head, preſented it to 
the Princeſs to her great joy; and to the ſatisfaRion 
of the Emperor,and all the Court, who applauded 
King Entichus, ſuppoſing him to be Prince Artbar; 
But he having leave of the Emperor to go to his | 
ck Father, us he pretended,” and having taken his 
farewel of the Emperor and Princeſs, he departed 
vst towards England as he pretended; bur to his own 
_ ©Lingdorn ;' where he was privately bat joyfully re- 
ceived of Prince Arthur, to whom he gave a true ac- 
count of che ſucceſs of bis journey, te his graut ſa - 
' tisfaCtion, who told hi;n that he had ſaved kg life nd 
the Princeſſes; and therefore he was Debtor to him 
for both, not being able 30 tequite ſuch à peice of 
Friendſhip but with his: own life, which he / would 
+ gladly at «ny time offer up for his fervice, thiswas 
3 _ the kiodneſs between theſe two unparralled frinds, 
| ' whole friendſhipsexceeded all that-was ever written, 
as in the ſequel ot my diſcontſe you will underſtand, 
but at preſent ater many kindnefles offered to one 4- 
_., *"pother, theſe two friends Entichus and Arthur: ſepa- 
| rated; Arthur returned to the E. Court, and: Prrichs! 
temained in his own kingdom, neither was it known 
| * of any that he had bin abſent for when night came e 
; went to. bed to his Q. and as ſoon at he was laid be- | 
. gen to kiſs arid embrace ker in loving manner, ſhe | 
pon told him that this was a ſuddain alteration, 
as how ſaid he, beczuſe replyed ſhe;you hitbherto have | 
& been very cautious of coming near me; and have put x | 
naked ſword in ved between ns, not.ſo much as turn. 
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ing towards me; Oh my dear Lady faid he, that was 
for no harm, only the performance of 2 
Ew, which time being expired, I ſhall for the fu- 
Jure make you amends, the ſcemed to de contented 
i his excuſe, but was ſo enraged with his former 
coldneſs, that ſhe was reſolved to be revenged on him: 
md therefore conſulting with a Knight of the Court, 
who bad formerly loved and courted her, they con» 
red his ruine; and to that end they gave him poy- 
| fon, which he taking bad almoſt bereaved him of his 
e, bat although he eſcaptd with life, yet the poy- 
I fon had ſuch effects as it made him like a Leaper, and 
"that in a monſtruous manner ; ſo that he was abomi- 
ble to behold, and being abhorred by his Queen 
ad Subjects, they turned um aut of his kingdome, 
is wife beipg married to the Knight I lately fpake 
, who reigned as King in his ſtead, BED 
his was the ſad condition. of the poor unferty- 
pate Entichus, but on the other fide, Prince Arthar 
was as highly advanced, for bis father the King of 
Aug land dying, he became King, and the Emper our 
ot Germanydying, and be marrying with thePrinceſs 
Antolics he was crowned Emp. King Entichws un- 
ler ſtanding the fortune of his friend co be thus proſ- 
pereus was joyful, and reſolved to go to him for re- 
leif in time of adverſity,and therefore putting on ex- 
- Bits apparrel, he travelled to the E. court, where hen 
he was arrived- and would have entred, he was turned 
out hy the courtiers, who could not indure the fight of 
ſo'deform'd a monſter, wherefore be ſpak with one of 
| he Emperor ſervants, deſiring him for the love of, 
Sed to do 2 mefſage for him. The ſervant 
. a ſober perſon bid, him | ſpeak 2 
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on and ſay what he would have? I defire ſaid the 
Leaper that you go to the Emperout᷑ and tell him thay 
here is x Leaper, that deſites for the love of God aud 
King Excichns his ſake, that he may be admired te 
eat ia ſome place this day, in the Emperours preſence. 
The Servant told che Leaper that certainly his requeſt 
would be refuſed, but however he would perform lit 
deſire; and thereupon went and told the Emperour, 
Who hearing the name of his dear friend King Euti. 
chu, was ſo charmed therewith that he preſemly con- 
ſented to the Leapers requeſt, commanding that he 
 houldent in the Hall at a Table by himſelf, and be 
reſpected as a perſon of honour , Dinner time being 
come, ind che Emperour and his @ourtiers being ſar 
AK Table the Leaper was alſo placed and ſerved, and 
when he had eaten he defired one of the Servitors to 
go to the Emperour, and deſire him fer Ming mi- 
cha is ſake to ſend him his beſt Bowl ful of Wine ; 
This is an unreaſonable requeſt ſaid the Servitor, 
for my Lord the Emperour will never drink in it 
again, if yen ſhould once tonch it but however he 
went and delivered his Meſſige to the _Emperour 
who Wwondred at the requeſt, but performed hut vn 
defired, and the Leaper receiving the Bowl drank off 
the Wine, and taking the Ring which formerly the 
Iuperour had given him, put it into the Bowl and de- 
ru the Servitor to carry it to the Emperor, who ſee- 
ig the Ring and knoiving ir, was amazed believing he 
ſhould kear ſomething ot his dear friend Enrichus ; 
wherefore be commanited that the Lesper ſhould be 
| | oy after & — to his private Chamber that 
Ade might ſpeak with him, this his commands was8: 
Boy's unde aig frm Dinner memo the Leap 


— 


, , uu ug ry ( D = 


* 


' o 
\ Wy 


he 
at 


* 


9 
e. 
| 


10 
r 


3! 
i. 
— 
e 
e 
5 
c 
! 
| 


the ſeven wiſe Maflers of Rome. © 35S 

and being atene with him, he asked hom he came b 
that ring, very honeſtly replyed the Leaper, l had it of 
the right owner, who ſaid the Emperor King Enri- 
chat d no ſaid.the Leaper, of Arthur Prince of Eng- 
lend, thar cannot be replyed the Emperor, for | am 
that Arthur, and] gave it to none but my dear friend 
King Exzighus, that is confefſed faid the Leaper, and 
fince you ſtill call Entichus your dear friend, know 
that I am that unfortunate King; Oh What impeffi- 


| bilities do you tell me ſaid the Emperor! nothing but 


what is rootruereplyed the King with tears in his 
eyes, which by this time flowed tov from the Em 
tors eyes, down his cheeks in grear #bundance, 
his greif and paſſion having had this vent for a time, 
be then ran to the Leaperous Ring, and kiſſed and 
embraced him, crying out oh my dear friend, how 
s (his great ri: fr tune he fallen yom you replyed the 
King are the occafion of it, thongh I myſt confeſs 
you to be innocent, how laid the Emperor cauld 1 
| * friend be the cauſe of this mis fortune and 
innocent : it is moſt certain replyed the. King, for 
your friend ſhip io me in lyirg wich my wife, and 
| being innocent m not knowing her, ſhe ſuppoſeimg 
you to be me, hath ſo enraged her, that ſhe revenged 
herielf en me by poyſon, which'hath wrought this 
diſmabeffeR upon me, ſo that your innocence occaſi- 
oned my ruine; and thereupon the King related the 
Whole manner how it had befallen him, and how he 
wn turned out of his Kingdome, Oh me unfortu- 
nete ſaid the Emperor! that I ſhould: occalion fo 


mech evil, that my dear friend who bath ſo often 
zar ded his life for me ſnould be thus eviily recom- 
;Peiiced through wy occafion : | cannor(ſaid the King) 
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Maſter of ſo much vertue continue it and hope the 
beſt ; and I will endeavour your remedy if it my 


be done by the skin of any man, I wilt give 2. 


ny reward, nothing in my Dominions ſhall be 
wanting or ſpared that may. do you geod: the 
goed Ning thanked him, and reſolved. to continue 
there unknown to all, to ſee if there might be any 
remedy for his infirmity. | 

In order ts his cure the Emperor impleyed al Phi- 


| ficians that he could here of, ſetting out Progla- 
- mations, that if any could cure this diſtemper,chey 


ſhould have a large reward; but when i} was 
done they could do nothing, and ſo they told hitn, 
that it was not Within tbe cute of Phiſick, ind that 
if he were ever healed it muſt be by miracle. 
The Emperor hearing this was very much «fflicd, 
and being reſolved to try alwayes for the ref zu- 
ration of his friend, he applyed himſelf to all reli- 
gious Perlons and their prayers , neither was he 
wanting in his own, for he did not only make fre- 
quent and daily prayers for his friend, but he bet 2 
part ſeveral dayes whereon he faſted and prayed up- 


on this occalion the good King Entichus was pati- 


ent in this adverſity, and yet prayed alſo to be de- 
delivered from this evil if it might ſtind with the 


good pleaſdre of the Almighty, who in the end was 


entreated of him, and in a Viſion told King Entichus 
how he might be cured : but it was by ſo trange 
'means that he reſolved rather to contiane as he was 


than attempt ir'y for the Viſion told him. that the 
ws other” way for hit recovery, but to be . % 
=: 3 ey D100 
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complain of you, but of fortune, to whom we nu 
all ſubmit, well ſaid the Emperor, ſince you are flill 
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Mood of two Thildren of the Emperaurs which the 5 
Emperovr muſt, with his en hands kill, and after A 
hab him with their blood ; This was the Oly re- 
medy preſcibed for his malady, wherefore he purpon 2 
ſed to be ſilent accounting it unreaſonable to ill two 
Innocents to preſerve ote Sinner ; hut let his reſolve Es 
what he pleaſes, it was the pleaſure of heaven to tre: 
ſolve otherwiſe aud as he hag, given an Unparalleld 3 
| proof of his frierd(hip ro the; Emperour, ſo the Em- 

perour muſt retahhiate ard indeed exceed it in this f 
Text tryal of this naturall affaction in preferting nis 1 
Fiend before himſelf, for his Children may be tercm- 
es himſeli being ihe beſt part of him; whereſore iht 
lay proceed you zre_40:know :that the EMperdur - 2 
s | till continued his- prayers to heaven, neither was 
„ heaven ſilenx, but in a viſien tal him that; his friend | 
t I Entrchus knew-how to be cuted;-he thereupon goes — 
do him anddefires him ca tell him and that truly if hee 
; | did not know of a remedy for hie diſeaſe,, to til! - 
ier much importuniiy, Eatinis not pnty dad him 
- | that he did but alſo ane bay a Bi 2 
© | ſwades him from exetutis it i to this . E: 
- | [ceplyed, that ligge: heaven-preſcribed the remedy he I 
- { would diſpute Ns further + bug abey hat wh. cm- 
* | -wanded ); and thereupon wer a Cur the thraars off 
ide two Ingecents, and ſaying; the bleod and bathing 
bis friends body there with he herame in cleerind fair 
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e bas ever to ihe great joy of them both. ihe Emper Sg 
ls. | . xejoycing-thar- be had ſo good an opportunity: 58 o 
I give proef of his friendfhipgt i eng t > 3 
© || ++ The ng being thus healed, it was thus agreed . * 
1 Town, WY . . 5 
* Lell, ; vitable wy: 
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foirabiero hiequa „und then he ſhould ſend ward 
of his appronch, and ſo ſhould be met and entertuin - 


ed a bo his dignity appertained; accordinly there 


came « Meflenger the next day into the Emperet? 
Hall, Who gave the Emperor an accopmr of the arti- 
| val of ls King Entichus. The Empreſs hears 

of this news was joyful, and told the Emperor 
that by all means they muſt entertain their good 
friend very ſplendedly; and te that end ſaid ſhe, 
with your Nobles, and I with my Ladies willys 
meet him z to this th Emperor agreed; and c 
rode together till the mei hies and received him wit 
8 ; wearrending him till they came to 

Palace, where they gere him" royal entertain- 

Ment. 


Although the Emperor was joyful at his dear 
Friends company, yet the Empreſs exceeded him in 
demonſtrition of her joye; which the Ehptror ob- 


Ke ms ning Gidthe Empreſs ſhould I not ex- 
* the keighth, for his company is more 
Sean. all the Treſure in the Mb wo 
is n ignity, a 
he hazarded his fife to 2 ! 
The Emperor hearing this, defired het xo take 
22 what he Would preſeatly ay ; it is 
5 continued he) chat a*deforintd 
Wands * Jvell remember kim - (aid 
the moſt horrible ereature he was midecd ; 


1 tat there . 
| his baathſome Leupraſie, but 
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8 
oY + 
$4 


CE STC S ECT T-- TM. $23 


ſerving he told her tha the was well pletfed there- - 


. (ſiic the Emperor) rhis Leaper' weee th 


waſhed 
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- waſhed, equ!d you for his ſake ſuffer it. It ia a ver 
ſtrange queſtion replyed the Empreſs, but I thus re- 


ſolve it, that had | ren Children, I would xill them a 
with my own hands, rather than our dear friend 
King Entiebus ſhould continne ſo loathſome a Lea- 
per, for we might have more Children, but never ſuck 
2 friend as he. The Emperonr hearing her conſtant 
eck, was refoived to make full trysl of her con- 
ancy, and told her how all had kapned, and that her 
tuo Ehildren were dead, ſhe bearing this, nurwithz 
ending all her eouragious ſpeeches, yet Nature fo 
wrought with her chat ſhe ſunk down ina woe, but 
remedies being uſed ſhe recovered 1 at the newes. of - 
the Emperoyrs Childrens death, the | Nurſes Vent . 
to ſee altes them, when they came Where they were, 
and expected 10 finde them dead, they ſaw the cantray. 
ry ; for they were alive and ſinging, ad about thei 
Necks where they: were cut, wereiCircles of Gold 4 
this joyful newes was brought to. the! Emperor. and 
Empreſs, who were cxceeding joyful thęreat, give- 
thanks co Heaven for this Miracle 9 5 


sen after the Emper out raiſeing an Army » 
went along with King Entichus to Candy, gud 
overcoming an Army which the Qgcen and ner 
Nusband had raiſed, King Emrichns; was 8 
pat mn poſſeſſion of his Ringdome, = 
;Queen and her g- & WI 
| * e mas, iht 
;theſe ro friends mi he beallyedby, arrings A, 
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? to hie Friend King | 
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dd then theſe two great friend i . 

raced, great friends were again ſere 
The Emperour returning to bis Empire, and 

the Ring remaining in peaceable and: quiet poſi: flion 

of his Kingdom; and num he began to think of his old 

friends eſpecially his Foſter father Srersfs whom 

: he ennobled with Titles of honour, and giving 

him an honoutable and profitable employment 

at Court, had bim near him as a Counſellor in- 

uf hi affairs; and. carry ing himfelf 1 a 

and” juſtly to his Subjets, he was beloved of 

then in ſeated of his enemies. Thus affairs grow: | 

ing every diy berter and better, it happened that ia 

the 'Efty'of Alexandria, vrhic h was bis natural) f | 

ry 4 

f 

0 


Catfitry,” the great warrs, unfruiiful ſeaſans, and o- 
„ inlvonhes had cauſed ſuch a, Scarcity ef 
4 ls, that che g esteſt part of the inhabitants: 
Ayed with famine; ſo that the inhabitants. of 
Alexandria Were neceſſitated to ttaveſ into ſe- * 
veul Countries to get Cern for the poor, ard | * 
therefore they mide choice of the moſt expert | * 
«and the” möſt knowing men that they :couldAind |. 1 
*amorigt - them ("who'-willingly accepted of the | + 
[ 


© i: e they were well provided 
3 _ thing Fthat from other pas they might 
"pdlievE their Cirhzens, paſſing their time 2t che 
urge r Amorg-the reſt they m * 
eus the nacurall-Father-: of ti. 4 


ee throw kim vo te Bk, | 
Who having teſtes Part in therilde aß Candy. 5 
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- | 'for him, he deſired leave to buy up in that Il ind 
great quantizy of Corn, King Entichu being ac- 
, [| rguninted+ herewith cauſed enquitey to be made, who 
they were that were in the Ship, and from whence 
they came and: being informed of the truth, and 
knowing! the neceſſity of his Country, and the 
name of the Commander, and of the Ship, he did 
-ſuſpeA that it was his Father; and therefore he 
par poſed before he departed co make himſelf known 
do him, and to put him in mind of the great fault 
which he had committed. Whereupon having 
ſent for him, to come to his Pallace pretending 
10 diſccurſe with him about other affairs, he cau- 
ſe him to ſtay and Dine with him: which invi- 
dation he knowing not how te retuſe, iccepeted of 
vor ſuch henour and reverence, as hath been accaſto. 
med to be uſed by thoſe who ſpeak with Kings, Prive 
ces, and other grea;] Lords. © | | 
Being at the Table, after that the King had ſuf- 
* ficiently informed himſelf of the eſtate of the 
City of eAlexandria in generalt, he queſtioned 
with his Father of his particular afftirs, of his 
name, and how many Children he had? Where - 
upon the Merchant having told his name, anſwer- 
ed ſighing that he had no Children, and that he 
never had but one, who perjfhed in the Sea by 
» miſerable mis fortune. a | 
It may be ſaid the King your Son is not dead, 
fer there is one here preſent. who. hath eſcaped 
from ſuch 4 like misfortane as you ſpenk' of 
ani av he ſaith he is the Son of 2 Merchant of the 
[City of eAlexantris, e adviſed him to 
1285 | 3 look 
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look about him upon all the Company there projent 


for it may happen that he may know his Son, before 


the King had faid, began to take notice of all thoſe 
that were in the Hall ; and on the other (ide every 
one looked upon him, believing that they ſhould un- 
derſtand ſomewhat that was 3 unknown, and 
after he had well looked dpon and taken notice of e- 
very one, he ſaid to the K'og that he could not find 
that his Son was there preſent, whereupon the Xing 
ſaid, if you had well conſidered the Spectacle which 
you had of the two white Birds, and the interpre- 
tation that was made to ybu, you would of your ſelf 


have known thu which I ſhall now tell yeu; ſor it 


was | my felf, whoſe way to greatneſs you would 
hinder inftead of ng it as yon ovght. The 
good man hearing him ſpeak of Wo white Birds, 
addenly changed his Collour, being confounded 
within himſelf with hate; Bat when he heard this 
ſpoken to his f:ee anti in the preſence of jo many great 
Lords, ihe occation that had moved bim to ſuch an 
excels, he grew pale and red both at ane; and know- 


ing no other way to make amends for his faults, he 


aroſe {rom the Table andcaft himſelf at his Sons feet 
asking him pardon, But the King who was no 
leſs generous then gre and puiſſant took hold of 
him and raiſed him, praying him that forgetting 
what was paſſed he would Make wit of that power 
which God had given him and that he would ceft con- 


is impollible to interrupt or binder. that which che 
pleaſure of God hath once'ordainell t d en 
| | LN ent 


the ſeven wiſe A afters of Rome - 35 2 
| ſeat by others 2 ſufficient quantity of Corn for his 
Coontry, he cauſed. his Faiher ta remain with him, 
taking order to bring the ref of his family to Cangy, 
18 participate of that good fortune which had befallen 
y | him, contrafy. co all humane thoughts ind which he 
. | hid well and wilely perſued. | MON Y 
d 


By this Example ( (aid Eraſtus) and many others 
4 | a$29mirable as this, which I could relate; we ma) 
e |. affuredly conclude that whatſoever hath been once 
0 ordajned and eſtabliſned above, doth uſually come to 
: paſs, ſo that nothing here below can obftruA or hin- 
| derits being aſſured of this, I aed my Maſters did ex- 
N poſe our ſelves to very great hazard and danger, in 
' our coming to Kome, and the only remedy that we 
had was for me to be ſilent for the ſpace of ſeven 
| days, in doing whereof the heavens promiſed me a 
| good iſſue ang deliverance, provided that ſome would 
efend my cauſe, for that Term; the which my ſeven 
Maſters like prudent and valliagt Champions have 
done: I therefore reſolved to follow the, right re- 
medy which had been preſcribed me, for the conſer- 
vation of my life and honour, the whick otherwiſe 
| ſhan'd have diſhonourably loft ( as the heavens 
had let me know ) ſoon after my arrivall at Reme, 
the ſhame whereof would have been much more 
rievieus to me, than the death wherewith 1 was 
| threatned, Bebold then what hath induced me 
and indeed enforced me ro be Dumb theſe ſeven 
days, which I ſuppoſe hath been as muck te 
your aſtqai png as my trouble to ſce my (elf 
gonſtrained by a fatall Glence * confirme the opini- 
| N. 4 ot 
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_ on that every one might, Have, that 1 would commit 


by 


been falſly charged on me by the Empreſs , who be- 
ing a woman and naturally enclined to be fickle and 
angry, and having been lately in love with me, it is 
no wonder if ſhe hath converted that love which 
ſhe ſrſt ſhewed me into a mortal hatred, endeavour- 
ing co make me dye who am her don in Law, as it 
bath frequently befallen others who without any 


reaſon have proſecuted their Sons in law , either 


through hatred or anger. As for hatred we may finde 
t xamples enough in antient Hiſtories z as that which 
Fur conceived againſt Phriſſo and Helle, and of the 
Modern Riftories there are enough; and of haired 
we may read how the crucl Phedra treated the inno- 
cent Hipolitns whoſe companion I had certainly 
bin, both in cauſe and miſerable death ; if the  evir 
dent danger wherein I was, had not been wanifefted 
to me by Heaven, and the means to eſcape it, the 
which I have hitherto done by the good affiance of 
my Maſters here pte ſeni, to hm Tam indebted, nor 
only for the good infiruftions I have received of them 
but alſo for my life ; xs for the crime wherewith A. 
fhrodicis hath endeavoured to che: ge me which 
is chat 1 attempicd to force her, and confirmed 
the truth of this outrage by my flight, it had 
been very eaſie for me to manifeſt my innoeence, 


an ber incontinence, if I had permiſſion to 
ſpeak, but knowing very well by the. courſe df 
7 wr Alok that my ſpeech would or. have de- 
- livered me from darger but rather fave plunged 
m4 into a bottemlels pit of mitfortune,  / have 
8 Ne . been 
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might, Have, that 1 would commit 
an action ſo wicked and wretched, as that Which hüt 
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been conſtrained ro endure theſe dayes paſt all 
ite Calumnies that have been charged. upon ine, 
that I might now diſcharge my ſelf, and make my 
Tanocence appear to all the World, I being-unwit- 
ling to advance before my time, leſt I ſhovid at once © 
looſe boch life and honor. e 
And now before | proceed any further, may it 
pleaſe you Sir, to grant me this favour, to cauſe the 
'Empreſs to appear before you and the Senate, that 
the truth of whac | ſhall ſpeak may be cleered, 
and that you may not think / have contrived what 
I have! ſpoken, as ſhe hath falſly contrived the Ini- 
putation whetewith ſhe hath charged me, miſerably 
to ruine both my life and renown : yet however I do 
not deſire the ſame manner of proceeding againſt her 
as hath been'uſed againſt me; that is to * with 
cxccation before the matter of fact is deliberatly 
debated, but I deſire that the truth may be known by 
the confronting of the Partics, and that what term 
ſhe pleaſes may be given for her juſtification, entreat- 
ing you Sir to believe that what I ſhall propoſe to the 
Empreſs when he is preſcnt, to be for the diſcharge 
of my innocence, and the cleering of the truth, and 
not to imagine that I ſhall ſpeak or prop»ſe any thing 
whatſoever for fevenge, for it will ncver enter ind 
the heart of any man of honor ro revenge himſelf 
upon a Woman, This Orstion of Prince Eraſlus was 
ſpoken with ſe much confidence, that not only the 
Emperor, but alſo all the Seaxtors, and quan 
all choſe who had heard him ſpeak were aflonihed, 
2 without any contradifton it was conclu- 
ded & ordered that theErmpreſs ſbould be immediate- 
ty ſent for, who underſtood by her ſpics with what 
9 courage 


- 
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courage the Prince Eraſſus had ſpoken before the ger 
nate, and douhting what would hecome of her, the 
purpoſcd to have fled, and by that means to eſcape 
the danger, but it was too late, for he had no ſoon- 
er taken this reſolutiou, but thoſe whom the Empe- 
ror had ſent, came and ſurptized her; at whoſe arci- 
val he loſt courage, and was ſo ont of countenance, 
that underſtanding the charge which they had from 
the Emperor, ſhe could not give one word of anſwer, 
being pale and trembliag net knowing what to do or 
fey z whereupon thoſe who were ſent for her did 
ealily coojeQure that the caſe of Eraſtus was other- 
wiſe than ſhe had repreſented it, ſeeing that ſhe was 
ſoconfounded at her being carried bore him. In 
' this aiſtracted condition they conducted her from 
the Pallace, into the Hall of the Senate, at Mhoſe ar- 
rival all the Senators aroſe, making reverence to her, 
who took no notice of them ; whereas formerly ſhe 
was uſed to be fo complaiſant that (he teturned all ſa- 
lutations, not only to the Senators, but alſo to the 
meaneſt perſon in Rome, this ficreeneſs was obſerved 
by all, being ſate down by the Emperors fide in a dif- 
ſerent poſture from what ſhe. was wſcd to, Prince E- 
raſins purſuing his diſcourſe, did particularly declare 
from the beginning to che end, all that had paſſed 
between him and her, beginning with the letters and 
rich preſems which had ſent him. before 
his comming to Reme, which might be attributed 
to 2 loving and Motherly affcQion, if (hc had 
not proceeded farther 4 bat ne ſooner was he 
come thither , when ſhe made cleerly cyidens 
the | diſhoneſt igtentions that (he de b by 
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thoſe: preſents , endeavouring at the beginning b. 
ſmootk and amorevs ſpeeches, and after that by 45 
ordinate and luxurious geſtures, to indnce hime to vi- 


olate the holy and ſacred marriage of his father; and 


in eoncluſion endes vouring to have her pleaſure wit 
him by foree : hereupon he had rather cheſen to fly 
from her, than to ſtain his hands in her motherly 
blood, in revenging the great outrage the intended 2 
gainſt his Father z according to the enormity of the 
cafe, eonſidering the violence ſhe uſed to him, but the 
ſeeing that the caſe was otherwiſe than ſhe ex- 
' pected, meaſuring the continence and chaftity of e- 
hers, according to her own diſordinate appetite; 
through rage and anger to ſee her ſelf ſo flighted, (as 
it is uſual for vro men in her condition to do) or eiſe 
doubting that he would diſcover this villany te the 
Emperor his Father, who might puniſh her as ſhe 
juſtly deſerved, took her advantage ſeeing him.take 
his flight out of her Chamber, to cry out a Rape,and 
ſay chat he would have forced her, confirming her re- 
port by his ſuddain flight, aſſuting her ſelf that this 
would be ſufficient to move the Emperor and every 
bady elſe, the truth being ſo apparant, to kill him 
immediately, being ſurprized in ſuch an action, with- 
out giving him leaſure to juſtifie himſelf ; and by 
this means failing in the ſatisſaction of her diſordinate 
appetite, ſhe might have the content to be revenged. 
Te which deliga of hers at the beginning Fortune 
bad been 25 favourable to her, us contrary to him, 
ia ming him inte this Labrinth , at ſuch « time as 
the Heavens would not permit im to ſpeak, whereby 
all en might beleive that he was goilty of the crime 

whertof h had been accuſed ; true it ic, that accord- 
nba ing 
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And here did Prince Eraſtus apply every thing to 
his purpoſe, which might be material to the conſer- 
vation of his life and honor; ſometimes he would ad- 
dreſs himſelf to the Empreſs, rehearſing to her the ve · 
t ſpeeches ſhe had uſed ro him in her Chamber, with 
her luxurious and diſor inate gefiures whereby ſhe 
endeavoured to induce him to let looſe the Reynes 
of his continence, oftentimes axking her wherefere | 
ad for what cauſe ſhe would thus taint an /aperial 
family with ſo villaneus an action ; io this the miſera- 
ble woman knew not what to anſwer, ſeeing ker folly 
and treaſon ſo apparant in the preſence of the Empe- 
-ror, and ſo many perſons of honor which were there 
:preſent, but her eyes were continually fixed on the 
ground, often changing her color, thrinking ap her 
ſhaulders and ſighing continually; which things ſer- 
ved as an abſolute index to prove the ſpeeches of Pr: 
Eraſtus to be true, who was ſo eloquent and lively ia (f\ 
his defence, that he not only drei to his (ide the 8e · 
nate, and others who loved and reverenced him, but 
alſo the friends and relations of the Empreſs, ( who 
the evening before being ſednced by the fraudulent 
ſpeeches of Aphrodicia, had procured that without 2 
ny delay Prince Eraflue ſhould he diſpatched and with 
him the ſeven Philoſophers) who wete the firſt that 
declared the Prince to be innocent, caſting themſelves 


ing to the inſtability and ordinary inconftance of For: || | 
tune, ſhe had turned her wheel, giving opportunity x 
to his Maſters fo ſtay the execution of the ſentence 0 
Aga inſt him, until he had the liberty of ſpeaking, to 1 

. manifeſt the matter as it had paſſed; We 
| 


at his feet, and asking him pardon. and mercy, moſt 
humbly catreating him that he would _—_— 
5 "71 cution 
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ſecution which they had a ade againſt bim, for that _ 


they a3 well as the Emperor had bin cunningly. ſedu- 


cedz and for ſatis faction if no others ſhould , they 


themſelves would take a revenge according to the 


quality of thel crime againſt her, who by ſo great 


1 ireaſon had abuſed them; hereupon Prince Eraſtus te · 
ceixed them very courteouſly, with a free and cleer 


countenance, and he and his ſeven Maflers being un · 
bound, he went directly towards the Emperor, who 


having retained all that his Son had ſaid, how every: - 


thing had paſſed, he bethought him of his dreamy 


anderſtanding the truth of the Viſion that hadithe = 
night before appeared'to him ; and therefore aciſeing 


from his Imperial ſeat, he went to his Som imbraceing 
him ſo loveingly that the tears flowed from his eyes, 
to ſec him in a manner raiſed from death. to liſe, 5 
well in body as in honor, whick he eſteemed more 
highly than life; and being about to excuſe kimſelf 
for thoſe rigorous cout ſes which had bin uſed againſt 


him, the young Prince interrupted his diſconrſe,” 
ſaying that his fatal filence was the cauſe of all, where-. 


of having ſaid enough before the Senate he fond 
forbear to ſpeak further, only he intreated him to de- 
elare plainly if he yet had any ſceuple of his being 
uilty, which was not cleered io him, ſo that he might 
lly juſtify himſelf , whereupon all the Senate uns- 


fitoufly anſwered him, that they eſteemed him ſufh- 


ciontly juſtityed and innocent of that wherewith he 
had bin accuſed, and after ſome further diſcourſe the 
Beperor cauſed him to ſit down by him, to canſult 
what ſhould be done with the Empreſs ; whereupen 
the Emperor (having learned by the pains & trouble 
he had lately ſuffered) ſpeak aloud that by experi- 

ence 
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found it to be an unjuſt thing for a man to be a judge 
in che matter wherein he himſelf was concern d and 
therefore he would not meddle with the proceedings 
about the Empreſs z but remit all ro the judgement” 
of the Senate to proceed as they ſhould finde cauſe, 
without reſpeſt to any perſon, and accerdingly by 
order of the Senate, the Empreſs was delivered into 
the Cuſtody of ſome of the principal Senators until 
the next day, when they would conſider what way 
ro'proceed againſt her; and if ſhe ſhould not at 4 
— ſelf, Cas every one belcived it to he jm: 
poſſible) that ſentence ſhould be juſtly executed on 
her, that ſhe would have unjuſtly cauſed to be exe- 
tel on the Prince; and that in the mean time all 
's ſhould be taken from her, wherewith ſhe 
might offend or kill her ſelf through deſpair. 
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Tb Empreſs Aphrodicia underſtanding the diſperate- 
7 1 condition, being in * * 
killed her ſelf. 


Toon'as Prince Eraſtus was reſtored and con- 
firmed according to his place and qualiry, the 
fame rereof was preſently ſpread through all the 
Tiry, by means of the great muliſtude who were 
aſſembled at the Palace, to underſtand how the Caſe 
Would be with Prince Eraftas, which 3 had un 
honorable iſſue, all the Remans both general and par- 
ticular, made the greateſt feaſt in the World; in 
fach anner that there was no Man or Womad, 
ang nor old, great nor ſmall, but laid afide all by- 
nefs, though never ſo importanate ;; and haſtening 
to the Pallace endeavoured to fee the face of the 
Victorious and Triumpbant Eraſtus; ſo that no cri 
| 8 entry that was ever made in Rome , had 
caufed fo great g croud of people in all the Meet, 


nor io jay mere general nor more common; every 


one ſpenking ſo hſghly and advantageouſty as poffb- 
| qv. ad be of Prince Erafus; whe fer hit parree- 
cezred the people and fluted them wirk an incre- 
kidle tnoefty; letting them underſtand Abbt he knew 
how fe xcep a mad withoin being elevntt Pres. uh 
E ſpcrity, 


* 3 f ; 
ſperity, 2s his ſpirits had never failed him when he 
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was in adyerſity , but it was far otherwiſe with the 
unhappy. Aphrodicia, whe finding her ſelf in the night 


time locked up in her Chamber, which thoſe who had 
the charge of her had provided (they having offe- 


fed her (wo Damſels to keep her company, which ſhe 


_ reſolving to be alone had refuſed) the hegan to curſe 


| er. ſelf ; and conſidering her ſelf to be culpab 


: herſelf, the Heavens and Nature, and being enreged 


her Son in Law; ſhe converted all her ra 2 48 
E not 


aher ſe t & much r thing to ſtab her ſelf withal, 
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fingers, whereupon ſhe ſearch'd diligently for that | 
which had cauſed it, ro ſee if therewith ſhe might 
maxe a larger wound, whereby her Sovlmight make 
its iſſue out of her milcrable body: Upon this curi- 
ous ſearch ſhe found a bodkin, wherewith ſhe was 
uſed to prick out figures in parchment to divert her 
ſelf, and this ſhe had ſtuck into her Clothes as wo- 
men are uſed to do, without being taken notice of by 
her Attendants; they having been cemmanded to 
take from ker every thing thas might kurt her, but 
this bodkin was ſo Cunningly hidden that it was im: 
poſfible to be found. Having found this-bodkin. ſhe 
took it in her hand, and cafting her ſelf on her bed 
ſhe ſaid ſee what I am enforc'd to, Ah bodkin ! thow 
haſt ere now when J ul'd thee, diverted me from me. 
lancholly thoughis, but now thou muſt be inſtra- 
mentall to deliver me from the ſadeſt melancholly 
that ever any was peſſeſſed with. This being uttered - 
with a firme reſo]utien ſhe fixed this bodkin under 
her left breaft, and with her finger thruſt it ſo ſtront· 
ly that it entred up to the top, fo that having piere- 
ed her heart it was not long be fore death ſeized her z 
yet ſhe lay rather like ſleeping than a dead woman. 
At the break of day thoſe Lords who had the 
charge and keeping of ber, ſent ſeveral Damſels to 
ſce how it was with the Empreſs, who openingahe 
Chamber door very lolily and ſeeing her lye on the 
bed thought that ſhe had ſlept, not immagining that 
it was her laſt long ſleep as indeed it was and there- 
fore that they might not awak her they returned 
to thoſe that kad icnt them, telling them that 
the Empreſs was fait aſleep ; whereupon thoſe Sena · 
"tors that had the charge of her were amazed, won- 
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ihat one in her condition could ſleep ſo ſoundly; 


The Sun being riſcn they went to the Senate, which 
on that occalion/was ſo early aſſembled; where be- 
ing come, they adviſed how they ſhould proceed in 
this affaire, and they concluded that all manner of 
advantage allowed to Criminals, ſhould be permitted 
ta the Empreſs, that fhe might Juftific ner (elf, that 
ſhe.fhould have leave to chooſe one or more Advo- 
cares to plead her cauſe, either in her preſence or in 
her abſence, as ſne ſnquld think fit, This being de- 
termined by the Senate, thoſe who had the Empreſs 
in Cuſtody were ſent to fetch her, that ſhe her ſelf 
might ſee thefair means they would uſe in her cauſe, 
notwithſtanding the great rigour and precipitateneſs 
which ſhe had uſed againft Prince Era7us. The 
Gentlemen being arrived at the lodging where the 
Empreſs was deteyned, ſent the ſame Damfels that 
hed been there in the morning to ſee whit ſhe did; 
who finding that ſhe had net ſtirred, carried back 
word to the Gentlemen that ſhe was not yet awake : 
Wheteupon the Gentlemen wondring reſolved to 
awake her, and thereupenentring into the Chamber 
with the Daraſels they opened the Windows, and 
ſeeing that for all that ſhe ſtirred not, one of the 
Damſels called ſoftly, Madam, e Hadam , To 
| Which ſhe not anſwering all whe were in the Cham- 
ber ſeeing her ſo pale did believe that ſome accident 
had happened, which was very likely in regard of 
her great trouble: yet nevertheleſs ſeeing that for 
ought they eduld do by throwing water on her face, 
ſhe came not to her ſelh, they therefore ſent for the 
Emperours Phyſitians, who being come and having 
felt her pulſe concluded that ſhe was dead. The 
. Senate 
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Senate was advertiſed hereof, hut none conld Ima- 
gine that any trouble of mind theugh never ſo ſud- 
den could have the power to kill, for that griefs 
though never ſo great, have not the por wer to op- 
preſs & ſuffocate the vitall ſpirits as an exceſs of joy. 
And therefore ſearching very dilligently over all 
the body of the Empreſs to ſee if they conld find 
how ſhe came by her death, they found nothing 
but a ſcratch which the bodkin had made on her fing- 
er, which gave little light to the Phylitians, they 
Judging it io be impeſiible that ſo little a ſcratch 
ſhould cauſe her death, in regard they could not find 
that it was envenomed ; In fine one of the Phyſitians 
obſerving a little bloed to be under the Empreſſes 
left breſt, he put his finger there and feeling ſome- 
thing hard, he preſſed his finger fo that he felt the 
bodkin, which being pluck'd out did plainly ſhew 
how it had happened. Which being reported to 
the Emperour, he was at firft much moved; Yer. 
however being anwilling to hinder the courſe; of, 
jaſtice, ke referred to the Senate todo what they 
thought fit to the body of the Empreſs, conſider- 
ing the great Felony which ſhe. endeavgured: 
to commit to the Empereur, and the Treaſon 
which ſhe had contrived againk the life of the Inno- 
cent Eraſtus : But the young Prince who above al 


things abhecred cruelty and vengance, fecing his in- 


nocence fully and entirely juRifed to all the wWarld; 
which was the enly thing he deſired, would in no 
wiſe ring: that any ame ſhould be done to the bo- 
dy of the Empreſs, this he eaſily obtzined both of 
the Em and Senate to the content of all; ſo 


chat her Funerall was celebrated, as belonged to an 
| 422 Emprels 
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Empreſs as may be ſeen by the ſumptuouĩ Tomb 

that was made for her, whichremaineth to this day, 

where the Emperor cauſed an Epitaph to be ingtaved 

which in few lines contains the whole matter, which 

is more amply ſpecified in the Hiſtories and Chroni- 

cles of the Romans, The Emperor Diotleſuan whether 
out of grief or otherwiſe, did not long ont live his 

wife, having fitſt elected his Son for bis Topartner 

and ſucceflor, who being come to the Empire chang- 
ed his name, governing his eſtates for a time with 

much prudence,according to the great wiſdom where- 
with he was endowed, and yet notwitftanding all his 

jadgement he c2nld not keep himſelf from giving too 
much credit to the ſpeeches of his malignant wife ; 
although the Plots and contrivances which women 

had contrived againſt him, ſhould have fore · warned 
him ; but ir is very difficult co avoid that which the 
Heavens have determined, and ſince both the one and 
the other Hiſtary have ſeemed to me worthy of me- 
mory, | have committed them to writing for the 
profit of poſterity. - 


Tais is the concluſion of the Hiftory of the Prince 
" Eraſlus, and his ſeven wife Maſters, as1 have tranſla-' 
ted it from the Originals, Italian and french: but in 
an old Engliſn book it is very different, xs well in ſe · 
_veral places us | have already recited Jas alſo in the 


cConclaſion, being the manner of the Empreſſes death, 
EAT: which is thus related. 


The eighth day being come wherein the Prince re- 
ſolved to be no longer filent, bat ſpeak in his own 
. defence, and acquiinting his Keepers with his in- 

e & 5 cention, 
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tention, he was carried before the Emperor and Se- 
nale, after due reverence to his Father, and excuſes 
be gives his reaſons fer his filence, and tor a proof 


of his innocence of what the Empreſs had charged 


him with, he chargeth her with is continence and a- 
dultery, and the Empreſs and her Damſels being ſept 
for at the Princes requeſt, one of the ſuppoſed Dam- 
ſels being ſtripped naked before the Court, proves 
to be a man ſo diſguiſed, with whom the Empreſs 


; was uſed to accompany and often lye, this beirg a 
certain proof of the Empreſſes guilt, The Emperor 
commanded that both ſhe and the Ribauld her com- 


panion ſhould be immeadiately burnt: but theSon de · 
ſired him te forbear jodgement till ſne were reproved 
for her fat, The Emperor then committed the full 
judgement to his Son, who particularly related how 
things had paſſed between him and the Empreſs, ſhe 
ſeeing her wickedneſs diſcovered, fell at the Em- 
perors Feet, and crying for mercy, but he wholly re- 
fuſed her, relating the haniouſneſs of the crimes 
which ſhe was not able to deny; wherefore the Son 
demanding juftice of the Judges and Juftices, they 

ronounced this Sentence againſt her, that ſhe ſhoald 

e bound to a horſes tail, and drawn through 
all the ſtreets of the City, to the place of Execution 
and there barnt; And that the Ribanld ſhould be 
quartered and his fleſh caſt to the Hounds, and Birds 
of the Aire todevoure him, and this was executed 
ppon them. 

This is ;the Conolufion of the Empreſs 26 
it is related in that former Book, now the Reader 
having read what both conclude, ate left at liberty 
to beliere which they pleaſe z and thus have I given 


you 
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_ you a full and particular account of all that I can 


find Written in any Language, of this Prince E. 


Wile Maſters of Rome. 
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